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This report provides information on the GIS analysis conducted to identify lands within the Mojave Desert
ecoregion that are important to the military mission and for habitat conservation.
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Executive Summary

This report details the Geographic Information System (GIS) analysis used to identify areas
beneficial to conservation and military testing and training within the Mojave Desert
Ecoregion, using input from the Western Regional Partnership (WRP) Natural Resource
Committee’s Mojave Project Team. The analysis, with Mojave Team input, identified the
following six potential wildlife corridors important to Department of Defense testing and
training and to habitat conservation:

e Twentynine Palms — Southwest Corridor
e Twentynine Palms — Western Corridor

e Twentynine Palms — Northern Corridor
e Twentynine Palms — Southeast Corridor
e Edwards Air Force Base

e China Lake

This report provides important information on each corridor and on how the GIS analysis
was conducted.
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WRP Natural Resources Committee’s Mojave Project

The Western Regional Partnership (WRP) identified the Mojave Region as one of two important
regions to collaborate on broad-based regional planning. This area was identified for its significant
wildlife, military testing and training, renewable energy development and other infrastructure.

Project Goals:

e Identify areas important to both ecological and military values, through GIS Analysis with

partner input.

e Examine appropriate locations for conservation easements and other projects to enhance
habitat, reduce loss potential and improve connectivity and support the military mission.

Relevance of the Mojave Region to the Project Goals:

e Animportant ecosystem, home to a tremendous diversity of plants and animals, including
many threatened and endangered species. Approximately 80 percent of the desert, around
25 million acres, is publicly owned and contains two national parks, one national preserve,
72 wilderness areas, 14 state parks and extensive holdings of public lands managed by the

Bureau of Land Management.

e The area includes significant military testing and training. There are eight military

installations and ranges, as well as two National Guard sites and multiple areas within

military training route corridors and special use airspace.

WRP Mojave GIS Suitability Analysis Report:

e Identified important military and conservation land within the Mojave ecoregion.
e Includes information on how the GIS analysis was conducted and accompanying maps,

data sources and areas of

cultural sensitivity. el
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Twentynine Palms Focus Area:

e Recommended focus area of four corridors comprises 514.31 square miles




e All four corridors are
near MCAGCC
Twentynine Palms,
contain multiple
Military Training Routes
(MTRs) and Special Use
Airspace (SUA) and
include areas of cultural
sensitivity. The majority
of the land in this area
is managed by BLM.

e The northern corridor is
close to Desert Tortoise
and Fringe-toed Lizard
Critical Habitat. The

western corridor is near
Desert Tortoise Critical
Habitat, Rodman Mountains Wilderness Area, and Ord-Rodman Desert Wildlife
Management Area (DWMA). The southwest corridor is completely within Desert Tortoise
Critical Habitat. The southeast corridor is located north of the Joshua Tree National Park,
which also is designated as Desert Tortoise critical habitat and includes the following
Wilderness Areas: Mojave Fringe-Toed Lizard ACEC, Cleghorn Lakes Wilderness, and
Sheephole Valley Wilderness.

Edwards AFB Focus Area:

e Recommended focus area
is 460.44 square miles

e The areais close to
Edwards AFB and NAWS
China Lake and contains
multiple Military Training
Routes (MTRs) and Special
Use Airspace (SUA) and
includes areas of cultural
sensitivity. The majority of
the land in this area is
managed by BLM.

e The area is within Desert
Tortoise Critical Habitat
and multiple wilderness

areas.

China Lake Focus Area:
e Recommended focus area is 180.23 square miles




