
National Drought Resilience 
Partnership Briefing

for

Western Regional Partnership’s
Natural Resources Committee

Friday, 
June 19, 2015



Presenters

Ann Mills
Deputy Under Secretary, 
Natural Resources and 

Environment,
U.S. Department of 

Agriculture

Tom Iseman
Deputy Assistant 

Secretary,       
Water and Science, 

U.S. Department of the 
Interior

Roger Gorke
Senior Advisor, 
Office of Water,

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency







President’s Climate Action Plan

State, Local and Tribal 
Leaders Task Force

Resilience Council 
(Deputy Secretary Level) National Drought 

Resilience Partnership 
(NDRP)



National Drought 

Resilience Partnership
• Federal interagency partnership that supports 

community drought resilience and response 

strategies.

• USDA, NOAA, DOI, FEMA, EPA, DOE & USACE

• One-stop shop for drought assistance: dedicated 

phone line: 202-564-8086 & www.drought.gov

http://www.google.com/url?q=http://mtangelmeat.com/usdaprocessing.html&sa=U&ei=lNw1U_6RC-iZ0QHm2YHgDw&ved=0CFQQ9QEwEw&sig2=_knjeiayt_dwi69CGCntTg&usg=AFQjCNHMdWfkc4l87wAC5XheUHYj8YVFow
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://mtangelmeat.com/usdaprocessing.html&sa=U&ei=lNw1U_6RC-iZ0QHm2YHgDw&ved=0CFQQ9QEwEw&sig2=_knjeiayt_dwi69CGCntTg&usg=AFQjCNHMdWfkc4l87wAC5XheUHYj8YVFow
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.icscorp.com/client-logos&sa=U&ei=ttw1U4e9CunY0QGF2wE&ved=0CC4Q9QEwAA&sig2=ZiXZRdUwslZIoZpTZ17fDg&usg=AFQjCNGHBWdX_NEcTTKqWntsnvHpnraF1Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.icscorp.com/client-logos&sa=U&ei=ttw1U4e9CunY0QGF2wE&ved=0CC4Q9QEwAA&sig2=ZiXZRdUwslZIoZpTZ17fDg&usg=AFQjCNGHBWdX_NEcTTKqWntsnvHpnraF1Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.ibsscorp.com/industries/client-list/&sa=U&ei=w9w1U9ySOsHN0gH0w4BY&ved=0CDQQ9QEwAw&sig2=1e2z-Zjle6VSjmVxOQVMSA&usg=AFQjCNGBn-NGqbV9iog6s3jpDbBg0-LA1w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.ibsscorp.com/industries/client-list/&sa=U&ei=w9w1U9ySOsHN0gH0w4BY&ved=0CDQQ9QEwAw&sig2=1e2z-Zjle6VSjmVxOQVMSA&usg=AFQjCNGBn-NGqbV9iog6s3jpDbBg0-LA1w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.fema.gov/protecting-homes/us-army-corps-engineers-coastal-partner&sa=U&ei=N901U9qVD-SW0QHNpoE4&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&sig2=SktRzUmm2e2BOdXfaDF8Mw&usg=AFQjCNFLWN5Bagv4Gea4IvWWNIeKf5Yieg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.fema.gov/protecting-homes/us-army-corps-engineers-coastal-partner&sa=U&ei=N901U9qVD-SW0QHNpoE4&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&sig2=SktRzUmm2e2BOdXfaDF8Mw&usg=AFQjCNFLWN5Bagv4Gea4IvWWNIeKf5Yieg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.cooper-inc.com/projects/partners-clients/&sa=U&ei=dd01U_jZA8nf0QHErIGQDw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&sig2=h5Z2OcdjaAUcU7qEqn_kkA&usg=AFQjCNGPF30Q8_diplQe6gAdNUrnjCgOHA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.cooper-inc.com/projects/partners-clients/&sa=U&ei=dd01U_jZA8nf0QHErIGQDw&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&sig2=h5Z2OcdjaAUcU7qEqn_kkA&usg=AFQjCNGPF30Q8_diplQe6gAdNUrnjCgOHA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Environmental_Protection_Agency_logo.svg&sa=U&ei=Y901U4WWN4ec0gHyhYCQAQ&ved=0CDAQ9QEwAQ&sig2=tnPbrhoG6adh6NtYkUBfIQ&usg=AFQjCNEn8Vn2ajz5NpH17h2Yv-qP6D3Acw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Environmental_Protection_Agency_logo.svg&sa=U&ei=Y901U4WWN4ec0gHyhYCQAQ&ved=0CDAQ9QEwAQ&sig2=tnPbrhoG6adh6NtYkUBfIQ&usg=AFQjCNEn8Vn2ajz5NpH17h2Yv-qP6D3Acw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://ncmir.ucsd.edu/about/acknowledgements.shtm&sa=U&ei=iN01U4v_EMTC0QGQroBw&ved=0CDAQ9QEwAQ&sig2=VBXbpLjiHLUtY-HjeLu-aw&usg=AFQjCNGitd4rWd09jMCm9eacPStHLmofdg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http://ncmir.ucsd.edu/about/acknowledgements.shtm&sa=U&ei=iN01U4v_EMTC0QGQroBw&ved=0CDAQ9QEwAQ&sig2=VBXbpLjiHLUtY-HjeLu-aw&usg=AFQjCNGitd4rWd09jMCm9eacPStHLmofdg


1. Supporting local preparedness, mitigation and risk 
management efforts;

2. Enhanced science-based data, tools, training, and 
research;

3. Improving infrastructure – both built and natural; 

4. Managing our lands and waters for resilient 
watersheds and ecosystems – e.g. work with farms, 
ranches and forests;

5. Innovation in - and implementation of – policy, and 
communication.

NDRP Focus Areas



• Single federal point of contact for drought

• Support a Soil Moisture Network

• Host Regional Forums

• Create online tools to access federal resources

• Create Demonstration Projects

NDRP Deliverables

Improving resilience in the 

Upper Missouri River in 

Montana



California

• Enhanced Operational Flexibilities (State Permit Amendment – 300,000 af; 2015 Drought Contingency Plan)

• Increase Coordination and Flexibility in Water Allocations (e.g. New agreements to share/market water)

• Improve Drought Monitoring, Planning, Tools

Klamath River Basin (California & Oregon)

• Promote conservation, implement Water User Mitigation Program, support water transfers

Washington –Yakima Basin

• Increased coordination with State and Yakama Nation

• Facilitate potential water rights transfers

• Manage reservoir system to maximize storage refill in spite of record low snowpack

Colorado River Basin (7 States) 

• Strengthen Drought Contingency Planning with seven Basin States

• System-wide Conservation Pilot Program ($11M Program)

• Minute 319 (Agreement with Mexico)

New Mexico – Rio Grande & Pecos River

• Close coordination with State, Native American pueblos, and water users

• Facilitate water transfers and leases to balance demands and ESA requirements

• Manage releases to provide spawning flows for silvery minnow

Department of Interior:

Drought Response on the Ground



Department of Interior:

Strategic Investments
 $50M in Western drought relief (Feb 2015)

 $6.5M for Agricultural Water Use Efficiency Grants  & CALFED Water Use Efficiency 

Grants (June 2015)

 $60.1M in WaterSMART in FY 2015, which includes:

• $49.5M for WaterSMART Grants and Title XVI Reuse Program

o Leveraged by more than $180M in non-federal cost share 

o Funding provided in 12 Western states

o 93,000 acre feet expected to be conserved or created

• $2M for Basin Studies

• $5M for new Drought Response Program                                       

(Planning/Actions)

 Data Sharing/Open Water Data Initiative



Near-Term Response 

USDA:

Farm Bill & Drought

• Agricultural Disaster Assistance (FSA)

$4.3B billion in Livestock Forage Program in WGA states, 2012-2014

$13.7 million in Emergency Conservation Program, 2014 

• Community Water Assistance (RD)

$9.7 million to CA in Emergency Community Water Grants, 2014 

• Conservation Practices (NRCS)

$35 million in 2014, and $21 million in 2015 Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program 

• Crop Insurance (RMA)

Expanding drought related yield exclusions to increase crop 

insurance payouts to producers



Long Term Resilience

• Conservation Initiatives (NRCS, USFS)

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 

Soil Health Initiative

Two Chiefs Joint Landscape Restoration Initiative

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

• Research 

ARS – water efficiency and plant genetics research

NIFA- cooperative extension support, AFRI Water Challenge Grants

NRCS – Conservation Innovation Grants

• Climate Hubs

Regional technical support

USDA:

Farm Bill & Drought



• Promoting the use of State Revolving Loan Funds (SRF) for water conservation, 

reuse and recycling projects.

• Supporting Tribal drought resilience through General Assistance Program and 

SRF Tribal Set Aside funding. 

• Scaling-up the acceptance and installation of high-efficiency, WaterSense certified 

products and practices.

• Continuing to work with large and small utilities on long term drought 

resilience.

• Publishing and piloting new Drought Response and Resilience Guide for small 

communities.

• Promoting Green Infrastructure to capture rainwater where it falls to augment 

water supplies and recharge groundwater.

• Co-leading with Gov Bulloch (MT) the NDRP Demonstration Project in the 

Upper Missouri River in Montana (EPA Region 8 – Denver).

• Working with utilities on reducing loss in water distribution systems (EPA 

Region 9 – San Francisco).

U.S. EPA:

Drought Response on the Ground





Discussion and Q&A
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