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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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[bookmark: _Hlk210041496]You are cordially invited to participate in the Friday, January 30th WRP TEC call (10:00 am Pacific). Please click here to RSVP. This call will feature the following presentations: 
· Update by the National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (NATHPO) by Dr. Valerie Grussing, Director for Legislative Affairs and Strategic Partnerships, NATHPO; and Ira Mat, Executive Director for Indigenous Diplomacy and Federal Relations, NATHPO
· Good Data, Stronger Tribes (Overcoming Native American data challenges in Southern California) by Robert Maxim, Fellow, Brookings Metro

The December 5th WRP TEC call featured a presentation on Utah Division of Indian Affairs by James Toledo, Deputy Director, Utah Division of Indian Affairs. The meeting can be viewed here. 
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There are three Deep-Dives in support of the current WRP Priority of “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster”:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items.

2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives. For more details contact: amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org
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· FERC Staff Issues 2025 Assessment of Demand Response and Advanced Metering
· FACT SHEET | FERC Directs Nation’s Largest Grid Operator to Create New Rules to Embrace Innovation and Protect Consumers
· Summaries | December 2025 Commission Meeting 
· December 2025 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 11 
[bookmark: _Toc215588941][bookmark: _Toc215588996]DOE
Energy Secretary Ensures Colorado Coal Plant Remains Open to Prevent Blackouts
Promises Made, Promises Kept
Energy Department Announces Collaboration Agreements with 24 Organizations to Advance the Genesis Mission
Energy Department Advances Investments in AI for Science
Energy Department Releases National Petroleum Council Recommendations to Accelerate Permitting Reform and Strengthen U.S. Energy Infrastructure
$134 Million in Funding to Strengthen Rare Earth Element Supply Chains, Advancing American Energy Independence
Federal Register: Removing Support for the National Definition of a Zero Emissions Building
Energy Department Renames NREL 'National Laboratory of the Rockies'
EIA
EIA forecasts U.S. crude oil production will decrease slightly in 2026
US Oil and Gas Wells by Production Rate
Wholesale Electricity and Natural Gas Markets data
Total Energy Monthly Data
· Short-Term Energy Outlook
· Natural Gas Monthly
· Petroleum Supply Monthly
· U.S. Movements of Crude Oil by Rail
· Monthly Energy Review
· Electric Power Monthly
· Liquids Pipeline Projects
· State Energy Data System: Wind, solar, hydroelectric, and geothermal energy through 2024
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The Trump Administration Protects U.S. National Security by Pausing Offshore Wind Leases
[bookmark: _Toc215588943][bookmark: _Toc215588998]DOI-BLM
· BLM and Forest Service approve Cross-Tie transmission project
· BLM announces additional January 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Colorado
· BLM oil and gas lease sale in Colorado generates nearly $4.9M in revenue
· BLM seeks initial input for June 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Colorado
· BLM oil and gas lease sale in Utah generates nearly $65 million in revenue
· BLM seeks input for March 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Utah 
· BLM seeks initial input for June 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Utah
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AZ: Gov. Hobbs Invests $15.6 Million to Strengthen Arizona’s Energy Grid, Reduce Power Outages, and Lower Costs
CA: California continues to lead the nation in fusion energy, investing in technology of the future
WGA: Gov. Hobbs hosts Energy Superabundance workshop on energy production and generation
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Historic Solar Installation Marks Major Step Toward Navajo Energy Sovereignty
Tribal nations regroup after loss of federal funding for clean energy
Plugging In: State-Tribal Energy Collaboration With support from the U.S. DOE Office of Policy, NREL is hosting two in-person workshops (Jan. 21–22 and Feb. 2–3) to offer support to states interested in improving state-Tribal collaboration on energy projects. Register here.
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Electric transmission planning in the United States
2025 on track for record storage deployments 
Collaboration Takes Center Stage at the 3rd Solar Wildlife & Ecosystems Research Meeting 
SunZia:
· Construction continues on the 3.5 GW SunZia wind and transmission project, with operations targeted for 2026 
· $11 Billion SunZia Project Could Power Millions — and Transform the U.S. Clean-Energy Grid
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Pressed by Trump, Mexico Agrees to Deliver More Water to U.S. Under 1944 Treaty
Mexico, U.S. discuss water deliveries after Trump tariff threat
The Big Bet to Fix the Rio Grande Sewage Problem
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EPA and Army Wrap Up Public Listening Sessions on Proposed Definition of WOTUS 
EPA 2025 funding for lead service lines is finally released 
EPA released the fiscal year 2025 state allocations for the Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Fund’s Lead Service Lines Replacement program
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January 2026 Drought Outlook
NOAA deploys new generation of AI-driven global weather models
Snow Drought Current Conditions and Impacts in the West
Drought Status Update for California-Nevada
DOI-BLM
BLM conveys 929 public acres to Washington County Water Conservancy District
BLM finalizes updated Sage-Grouse plans that expand energy access and support western communities
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Changes to Sites Reservoir Public Negotiation Schedule
Reclamation continues Sites Reservoir Project public negotiation sessions
Lake Moovalya elevation to drop in January for maintenance activities
Reclamation updates long-term operation plan for the Central Valley Project
Reclamation to hold quarterly meeting to provide update on the Long-Term Operation of the Central Valley Project and State Water Project
Reclamation updates Central Valley Project to maximize water deliveries, protect fish
Reclamation updates long-term operation plan for the Central Valley Project
Reclamation seeks public input on draft environmental impact statement for Del Puerto Canyon Reservoir Project
90 FR 58052 - Agency Information Collection Activities; Diversions, Return Flow, and Consumptive Use of... Federal Register. Notices. Notice of information collection; request for... Monday, December 15, 2025. PDF  TEXT  DETAILS    
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Secretary Rollins Sends Letter Challenging California’s Proposed Redistribution of Ag Land
Mexico Agrees to Meet Water Treaty Obligations for Farmers in the American Southwest
Secretary Rollins Intervenes to Protect Potter Valley’s Water Supply
USDA-NRCS
USDA Launches New Regenerative Pilot Program to Lower Farmer Production Costs and Advance MAHA Agenda
USDA NRCS Accepting Applications for California RCPP Projects
USDA Announces January 15 National Batching Deadline for Major NRCS Conservation Programs
Water and Climate Update: Dec. 18, 2025 | Dec. 11, 2025 | Dec. 4, 2025
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Western States Water Newsletter: December 26, 2025 | December 12, 2025 
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Governor Hobbs Celebrates First “Ag-to-Urban” Groundwater Conservation Approval
ADEQ invites interested community members, businesses and government personnel to participate in a review of ADEQ’s Water Quality Rules, in the Arizona Administrative Code, Title 18: Chapter 11: Article 3: Reclaimed Water Quality Standards. Take Survey Responses due Jan. 7, 2026
ABOR approves Regents’ Research Grant to power sustainable agriculture in Arizona
A Living River: Santa Cruz River Conditions Nogales Wash to Amado
$3M grant to strengthen Arizona agriculture amid water cutbacks
Interior Secretary Burgum tours Arizona water systems with ADWR, CAP and SRP leadership
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California officials to hold series of meetings on Tijuana River sewage crisis
Recent storms bring necessary snowpack to California, but levels are still below average
State continues to ghost Kings County water managers blaming lawsuit
California turns winter season rain into future water supply
The Flood-MAR folks will be kicking off the new year with a Lunch-MAR webinar on Wednesday, Jan. 7. The event will feature a presentation from White Pine Renewables focusing on co-locating solar on groundwater recharge basis, balancing ponds, and other water infrastructure. For more information visit the Flood-MAR Network’s webpage.
DWR DRIP Collaborative is accepting new members
DWR has officially released provisional statewide land use data from Water Year (WY) 2024 for public access and use.
No Buyers for San Diego Water ... Yet
Balancing Water and Wildlife: How Science Guides the State Water Project
"Don't panic," groundwater agency advises Hanford-area grower after approving controversial pumping allocation
'Hurricane hunters' are studying California this winter. Here's why.
Lake Oroville Update - December 19, 2025
A Big Year for the Eel River: A Look Back and What’s Next
Sacramento Task Force Meeting Recap - December 12
$14 Million of Climate Bond Funds for Wildfire Resilience 
Updated analysis released by State Water Resources Control Board to advance newest proposed Bay-Delta water quality control plan
State releases amended Bay Delta Plan with new chapter
California challenges federal move to boost Delta water exports
Cities pay much more than agricultural districts for water
Report Reviews How California's Water Projects Balance Needs of People and Endangered Species
New San Joaquin Basin Flood-MAR studies to address rising flood and drought risks
New Watershed Studies Highlight How the San Joaquin Basin Can Turn Floods into Opportunities
New Study Says California Could Turn San Joaquin Floods Into a Water Supply Lifeline
Pine Flat Dam upgrade proposed to boost water storage in San Joaquin Valley
DWR: New studies suggest floodwater solutions for San Joaquin Basin
Charlton “Chuck” Bonham Named The Nature Conservancy’s California
California Snowpack Levels: Where do they stand?
“Action 5” to Increase Water to California’s Central Valley
IID joins new state Salton Sea Conservancy
IID shifts from Salton Sea Authority to state conservancy
Cemex headed for public showdown over water rights
New well registration program aims to protect Salinas Valley groundwater
Fight Against Golden Mussels Intensifies with New Shasta-Trinity Lake Protections
The reservoir headache one Calif. desert city can't leave behind
Court says SLO County can release less water from Lopez Dam
Why a federal court hit pause on protecting steelhead trout in SLO County
Water Demand Projection Accuracy and Demand Management Trends in California Cities
Trump and Newsom Square Off Over Valley Water Supply Increase
Newsom pushes back on federal Delta pumping plan
Trump administration moves to direct more water to Central California farms
Trump administration boosts water flow to California farmers
2.9 billion gallons of clean drinking water added to California’s supply with new investments
Monarch butterflies return to Santa Cruz
SB 72 aims to transform California water management
PPIC report focuses on partnership building and research 
Colorado
Shoshone pact secures Colorado flows through Grand County
Mesa County seeks $40 million in federal funds for Shoshone water rights
Gypsum, Breckenridge pledge funding for Colorado River District’s $99 million purchase of Shoshone water rights
Colorado River Insights, 2025 Dancing with Deadpool
In historic vote, water regulators approve first-ever "Waters of Colorado" protection rules Colorado
Valley ponds, lakes among challenges CPW faces in taking on mussels problem 
State ramps up water measurement on Western Slope
Colorado’s latest snowfall offers relief, but long-range La Niña outlook stays warm
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Governor Lombardo Calls for Renewed Colorado River Negotiations and Urges Basin States to Reconvene
Pew Commends Nevada Leaders for Forward-Thinking Water and Wildlife Conservation Initiatives
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NM Environment Department unveils ‘Climate Action Plan’ to reach net-zero emissions by 2050
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Trove of Critical Minerals Uncovered in the Utah Desert
Utah's snowpack off to 'slow start' amid 'whiplash' start to 2026 water year
Utah approves more money for farmers to save water and send it downstream
Washington County issues new water policy for large water users
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March 3-5, 2025: Stewards of the Southwest Summit 
Colorado River Indian Tribes Grant Historic Personhood Status to Namesake River
The California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) has released its revised draft Tribal Stewardship Policy and Toolkit for public comment. All public comments can be emailed to tribalaffairs@resources.ca.gov and must be received by Friday, Jan 9.
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Lake Powell drops 36 feet in one year as water crisis deepens
Once again, the greater sage grouse sparks outcry in the West
Funding Opportunity: Connecting People to Forests: The National Forest Foundation’s flagship competitive grant program, the Matching Awards Program (MAP) , focuses on community engagement and completion of appropriate stewardship activities. Its goal is to create lasting change that provides all communities with opportunities to benefit from activities on National Forest lands or nearby public lands. January 22, 2026: Deadline for Round 1 applications
National Wildlife Federation’s interactive database for communities interested in pursuing federal funding and/or technical assistance for nature-based solutions. 
The Sentinel Landscapes Landowner Resources Tool (LRT) is now available. The LRT aggregates landowner assistance programs offered in the states where Sentinel Landscapes operate, including cost-share opportunities, conservation easements, grants, loans, technical assistance, tax incentives, and more. 
Recommendations for Modernizing Water Rights for 21st Century Challenges 2025
EPA proposes revisions to PFAS reporting rule to ease industry burden, retain key data collection
Rethinking the Price of Water in the West
Environmental Impact to Gunnison and Colorado Rivers Under Investigation After Union Pacific Derailment
[bookmark: _Hlk210734010]Colorado River:
· New report paints grim picture of water use problems with Colorado River
· Colorado River talks press on after candid final day in Las Vegas 
· A River That Millions Rely on for Water Is on the Brink. A Deal to Save It Isn't.
· Feds demand compromise on Colorado River while states flounder despite water shortage
· Gila River, Colorado River tribal leaders sign water pact with CAP
· Tribes among water users trekking to Las Vegas for annual Colorado River conference
· Colorado River Indian Tribes Take Steps to Help the Colorado River
· Arizona tribes to deliver message to water managers. 'Get the deal done'
· December water forecast a sobering backdrop to Colorado River conference
· Experts warn of dire forecast for Colorado River basin
· Colorado River states sit on joint panel in Las Vegas but reach no deal
· The fight over the Colorado River has become a political nightmare
· Colorado River states remain at impasse over water agreement
· No long-term plan in sight for sharing Colorado River water in US West
· States repeat talking points with little progress on deal as Colorado River crisis deepens
· No deal, but states agree to keep talking over Colorado River
· Feds push Colorado River states for deal as tensions build over water cuts
· Colorado River users stuck in limbo as state negotiators flounder
· Colorado River nears limits that could constrain releases at major dams
· Feds Refuse to Be Bad Guy on Colorado River
· Supreme Court rulings, shifting federal policy create uncertainty for Colorado River basin
· Trump administration warns states in Colorado River negotiations
· Colorado River deal timeline set at Las Vegas conference
· 'The time for serious negotiations is now': Trump admin squeezes Colorado River states
· Feds close to releasing draft environmental review of Colorado River management options
· Troubled Colorado River negotiations continue into 2026
· Colorado River Water Is Too Cheap, Particularly for Agricultural Users
· Colorado River gathering kicks off with rhetoric, future concerns
· Colorado River stakeholders gather in Las Vegas as water crisis deepens
· California, the biggest water user in the basin, pitches Colorado River framework
· Nevada governor calls for renewed Colorado River negotiations
· What some Utah leaders want to see out of this week's Colorado River meetings
· Denver, Phoenix seek similar solutions to shrinking Colorado River
· The brawl over the Colorado River is about more than water
· Report: West's snow cover worst in 24 years
· Even an average snowpack this year could spell trouble for Lake Powell
· Historic Step Forward to Secure Environmental Flows in the Colorado River 
· The Colorado River’s water level is so low that a man can walk across it
· Colorado River Insights, 2025: Dancing with Deadpool
· Americans most affected by Colorado River water contamination: report
· Colorado River negotiators face new deadline to divvy up water
· NASA Satellite Data Show Decrease in Colorado River Basin Aquifers
· Autumn Rains Delay Colorado River Basin-wide Reservoir Depletion
· Colorado River water allocations cause of governor debate
· How potential cuts to Colorado River water could affect Utahns
· Utah paid farmers to leave water in the Colorado River. Here’s how it’s going 
Tijuana River:
· Historic Milestone Toward Implementing 100% Solution to the Tijuana River Sewage Crisis
· ICYMI: Trump Administration Announces Another Historic Milestone Toward Implementing 100% Solution to the Tijuana River Sewage Crisis
· California Lawmakers Take on Tijuana River Sewage Crisis
· County issuing new purifiers after botched Tijuana sewage fix
· US and Mexico sign ‘Minute 333’ to push long-term fix for border sewage crisis
· State officials meet to discuss sewage crisis. Residents want solutions. ‘Don’t talk about it; help us.’
· State Senator tours Tijuana River Valley for first time, calling sewage crisis 'Truly revolting' 
· New sewage line break sends 120,000 gallons of raw waste to South Bay
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Special Water Diplomacy Webinar Attracts Large Audience, Diverse Voices
Jan. 13, 2026, 6:00 - 7:30 PM (Pacific): The Future of Water in Southern Arizona – Issues, Innovation and Impact. Kol Ami Synagogue & Zoom Register.
WIFA Evaluates Augmentation Proposals
WRRC Weekly Wave:  Dec. 19, 2025 | December 12 | December. 5
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Hegseth Outlines New National Defense Strategy During Speech at Reagan Library
Remarks by Secretary of War Hegseth at the Reagan National Defense Forum (As Delivered) 
From National Defense Strategy plans to acquisition overhaul findings: 2026 preview
US National Security Strategy calls for reviving ‘Monroe Doctrine,’ limiting NATO expansion
‘Make Europe Great Again’ and more from a longer version of the National Security Strategy
Golden Dome and National Defense Strategy rollouts may come at Reagan
Hegseth endorses National Security Strategy, outlines military priorities focused on the West
JIATF-401 Visits NCRCC, Emphasizes Data Sharing, Interagency Unity to Protect U.S. Airspace
From Quadcopters to Micro-UAS: The Aircraft Used at DOW's Drone School
‘It’s alive’: Biden-era Replicator drone initiative lives on as DAWG, looking at bigger UASs
War Department Asks Industry to Make More Than 300K Drones, Quickly, Cheaply
300,000 Drones: What Hegseth’s Drone Build-Up Means, and What We Still Need to Know
Pentagon seeks to acquire, rapidly field over 300,000 small drones
Pentagon unveils Drone Dominance Program with ‘Gauntlets’ to rapidly expand its small UAS arsenal
Interagency Senior Leaders Discuss Tactics on Advancing Counter UAS Efforts 
Joint Interagency Task Force Integrates Skills, Creates Layered Counter-Drone Defense
NDAA gives new counter-drone office veto over service programs, official says
The Pentagon wants a common network for its counter-drone systems
Special operators seek larger ranges for electronic warfare and drone development and training
Congress supports bare minimum on Navy’s F/A-XX, while fully backing Air Force’s F-47
GAO finds V-22 'serious accident' rate shot up in 2023, 2024
Pentagon To Contract Fleet Of Seaplanes For The Pacific
Hegseth Introduces Department to New AI Tool 
Artificial intelligence is everywhere: 2025 review
Hegseth Encourages DOW Personnel to Use AI
The War Department Unleashes AI on New GenAI.mil Platform 
DOW Leader Honors Fallen, Thanks Employers of Guard, Reserve
SERDP-ESTCP released the Impacts of Ecosystem Transformation on Testing and Training Lands Statement of Need that seeks to advance understanding of how recent, ongoing, or potential ecosystem transformations may affect DO mission fulfillment and operations, both directly and indirectly, and how management actions might mitigate these impacts. Pre-proposals due Jan 13
‘Warrior dividend’ is on the way to troops, Trump says
Pentagon plan calls for major power shifts within U.S. military
Report to Congress on Geography, Strategy and U.S. Force Design
Pentagon plans to publish zero trust strategy 2.0 in early 2026
New STRATCOM Commander Correll Takes Over from Cotton
Hegseth hints at higher defense budgets as OMB says another reconciliation bill is possible
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· Dec. 20: Border Defense Medal; Warrior Dividend; Reforming Chaplain Corps 
· Dec. 12:  Unleashing AI, Growing Australian Partnership, Breaking Ground for Future Spacecom Home
· Dec. 5:  This Week in DOW: Pentagon Press Secretary Says DOW Scaling Drone Production
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KC-46 hangar project breaks ground at March Air Reserve Base
Update on recent DAF efforts 
Air Force Shakes Up Acquisition Leadership
Digital Transformation in the Department of the Air Force 
Next-gen air dominance and surprise new Air Force leadership: 2025 review
Most of the Air Force’s biggest programs will now be overseen by a 4-star under the deputy SecDef
Advanced Battle Management System: Needs, Progress, Challenges, and Opportunities Facing the Department of the Air Force
Air Force, Lawmakers Move to Increase Training in the Pacific
Air Force reorg plan for weapons procurement likely done by year’s end: Official 
USAF's 'Re-Optimization': Top Leaders Rule on What’s In, What’s Out
CSAF, leaders at all flying units step to the jet again
NAVAIR releases V-22 comprehensive review findings
Congress Wants To Know If The C-130 Hercules Could Be The USAF's New ‘Doomsday Plane’
Wolfe sworn in as Air Force’s top enlisted leader
Report to Congress on U.S. Air Force Collaborative Combat Aircraft
Air Force cyber resilience in focus 
Test and Evaluation Challenges in Artificial Intelligence-Enabled Systems for the Department of the Air Force
Air Force CISO: You’re thinking about network resilience wrong
AF This week in Photos: Dec. 12, 2025 | Dec. 5, 2025 
Around the Air Force:
· Dec. 12:  Unleashing AI, Growing Australian Partnership, Breaking Ground for Future Spacecom Home
· Dec. 5:  This Week in DOW: Pentagon Press Secretary Says DOW Scaling Drone Production
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US Army releases 2025 Year in Review
Army's new acquisition structure, a new tank prototype and more drones: 2026 preview
Army Drone Team Pilots Showcase Speed, Skill in National Competition
Army will seek new airborne jammer, lightweight ground EW in 2026
Army eyeing laser weapon capability for new large drone, official says
Low-cost combat attack system tested at U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground
Army will trim 5% of general-officer jobs in coming years, chief’s spokesman says
Possible cuts loom as Army streamlines ground vehicle autonomy efforts: Official
Army shakeup will supercharge simulation, training, and network ops: STRI chief
Army stands up Western Hemisphere Command prioritizing homeland defense, consolidation
Army stands up Western Hemisphere Command in major force restructure
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Marine Corps Launches New Drone Training Program
Marine Corps continues pathway for troops to switch their MOS and become drone operators
Marine Corps launches six drone training programs open to any MOS
Marine Corps Magazine Outlines History, Trends, Future 
Keeping the Marine Corps Amphibious
Trump Battleship Will be Largest Surface Combatant Since WWII
Marines may finally get landing ships for island hopping operations
Marines deployed to Arizona’s southern border to support security
Johnson Valley Shared Use Area will be temporarily closed to the public February 12–26, 2026, and August 13–27, 2026, to support critical service-level Marine Corps training. For more information, please visit: www.29palms.marines.mil/johnsonvalley.
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New Bill Authorizes $26B for Shipbuilding, Adds Flexibility for Navy Acquisition
Trump Class Battleship Construction Won't Begin Until 2030s
Navy to begin constructing 2 ‘Trump class’ battleships
Navy’s New Frigate Will Not Have A Vertical Launch System For Missiles
Navy announces new frigate class, taps HII to build off national security cutter
U.S. Navy Now Wants A New Frigate And Fast
Navy wants new frigate in 2028, says service's acquisition head
US Navy to develop new class of smaller, more ‘agile’ combatant ships
Navy launches suicide drone from ship at sea for first time
Navy and GAO Reports: V-22 Osprey Program
New GAO, Navy reports warn of serious V-22 Osprey safety risks, with some fixes stretching into 2030s
GAO Report on Weapon Systems Testing
2025 U.S. National Security Strategy
Report to Congress on Potential Implications of the National Defense Strategy
Report to Congress on Navy Ship Names
Report to Congress on Geography, Strategy and U.S. Force Design
Trump Announces New Class of Battleship
GAO Report on Fire Prevention Improvements During Navy Ship Maintenance
Report to Congress on the Defense Industrial Base
U.S. Navy in Middle East Employs Attack Drone at Sea for First Time
Navy Taps Project Overmatch Chief to Lead New Drone Effort in Acquisition Shakeup
Pentagon will cough up summaries of three years of safety investigations, per NDAA
Navy’s new Rapid Capabilities Office pursues disruption, with caution
Navy Establishes First Information Warfare Squadron
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: Dec. 29, 2025
[bookmark: _Toc138863511][bookmark: _Toc138947952][bookmark: _Toc138948907][bookmark: _Toc139290537][bookmark: _Toc139290647][bookmark: _Toc139291408][bookmark: _Toc139291578][bookmark: _Toc139291730][bookmark: _Toc142033660][bookmark: _Toc142078817][bookmark: _Toc144806412][bookmark: _Toc144832087][bookmark: _Toc144832262][bookmark: _Toc144832325][bookmark: _Toc147496154][bookmark: _Toc149916453][bookmark: _Toc149922570][bookmark: _Toc152563729][bookmark: _Toc155260143][bookmark: _Toc155266272][bookmark: _Toc157786337][bookmark: _Toc163555314][bookmark: _Toc163584227][bookmark: _Toc163585895][bookmark: _Toc166002361][bookmark: _Toc166068004][bookmark: _Toc166077759][bookmark: _Toc168059609][bookmark: _Toc168066796][bookmark: _Toc170743911][bookmark: _Toc173433105][bookmark: _Toc173559823][bookmark: _Toc176276512][bookmark: _Toc181607087][bookmark: _Toc181607146][bookmark: _Toc205193579][bookmark: _Toc205193636][bookmark: _Toc205202523][bookmark: _Toc205202604][bookmark: _Toc207792119][bookmark: _Toc207793026][bookmark: _Toc207885200][bookmark: _Toc210321897][bookmark: _Toc210322265][bookmark: _Toc210402180][bookmark: _Toc213083513][bookmark: _Toc213165126][bookmark: _Toc213165174][bookmark: _Toc215588975][bookmark: _Toc215589030]Space Force
Presidential Message on the Sixth Birthday of the United States Space Force
White House Order Underlines Space Force's Counterspace Mission
Hegseth, Senior Leaders Attend Spacecom Relocation Ceremony
2025 in review: Space Force
Space Force offers new Vandenberg launch site
Space Force Tackles Near-Term Training Needs
Space Force Weighs Range Upgrades to Support Reusable Rockets
Space Force aims to build out requirements for digital training environment in 2026
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Trump Administration delivers 7 straight months of zero releases at the border
DHS, CBP continue to strengthen border security with five new Smart Wall contracts in Texas and Arizona
Funding Opportunity: Fiscal Year 2025 Disaster Supplemental: The U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) is now accepting applications through the FY 2025 Disaster Supplemental Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). Funded through supplemental appropriations, this grant program makes approximately $1.45 billion in disaster recovery funding available to American communities that received major disaster declarations due to hurricanes, wildfires, severe storms and flooding, tornadoes, and other natural disasters occurring in calendar years 2023 and 2024. Application Deadline: Readiness and Implementation grant applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until funds are exhausted or the NOFO is canceled. Industry Transformation grant applications are due by March 3 at 5:00 p.m. ET.
FEMA
Trump Increases Federal Cost Share for La Jolla Band of Luiseño Indians Tribal Nation
FEMA Rapidly Awards $250 Million to Secure U.S. Skies Ahead of the FIFA World Cup 2026 
FEMA Bulletins: Dec. 17, 2025 | Dec. 9, 2025 | Dec. 2, 2025 
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Cyber experts pinpoint what to look out for in 2026
[bookmark: _Toc215588979][bookmark: _Toc215589034]Wildfire
Birds of a feather benefit from fire together: How prescribed burning can benefit ground-nesting birds
Rising from the ashes: treatments stabilize carbon storage in California’s frequent-fire forests
Intensifying fire season aridity portends ongoing expansion of severe wildfire in western US forests
A chief for the new US Wildland Fire Service
What America Can Learn from Its Largest Wildfire of the Year
STATES
AZ: Breathing life back into the woods
AZ: Land Department can ban powered paragliding, review council says
[bookmark: _Hlk218585382]AZ: Funding Opportunity: The Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management (DFFM) Healthy Forest Initiative Grant Program is now accepting project applications. DFFM, with funding provided by the State of Arizona and USDA Forest Service is soliciting project proposals from $60,000 to $500,000 for fire prevention, critical infrastructure protection, and forest and watershed restoration through reduction of hazardous vegetation. Projects may occur on state, federal, tribal, and private lands in Arizona. Applications are due no later than: January 9. All applications must be completed and submitted online at the following link. Grant Guidelines and Instructions can also be found here. For questions, contact our grant program at (602) 771-1575 or grants@dffm.az.gov 
CA: California Unveils First-ever Statewide LiDAR Maps
CA: CAL FIRE Awards Over $62 Million in Wildfire Prevention Grants
CA: California's Wildfire Task Force Continues Nation-leading Efforts to Protect Communities, Unveils New Tools and Data
CA: California Wildfire & Forest Resilience Task Force December Update 
CO: Governor Polis Shares Information on Pine Beetle Outbreak, Announces New Task Force to Help Communities, Forests, and Water Resources
CO: Massive wildfire reduction projects coming to Colorado forests, which could include logging
CO: Study reveals wildfire risk and resource mismatch in Colorado
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· [bookmark: _Hlk168033420][bookmark: _Toc138863515][bookmark: _Toc138947957][bookmark: _Toc138948912]EO: Ensuring American Space Superiority
· Testimony of Bryan Bedford, Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration Hearing Before The U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Aviation on The State of American Aviation
· The Advanced Air Mobility National Strategy: A Bold Policy Vision for 2025–2035. Created by the Advanced Mobility Interagency Working Group, December 17, 2025.
· PHX Spearheading Integration of Advanced Air Mobility
· State Aviation Officials Welcome USDOT National Strategy for Advanced Air Mobility
· Transportation Secretary Duffy Launches First-Ever National Advanced Air Mobility Strategy to Unlock the Future of Flight 
· NASAO President & CEO Testifies Before the House on State Needs to Prepare for AAM
· Testimony
· US Airlines net profit was $1.6 billion in third quarter 2025, a decrease in profit over third quarter 2024
· States urge more federal coordination amid growth of new aviation options
· Scientists probe how sustainable aviation fuel affects air quality and climate
· First All-Electric Training Fleet Planned for Colorado
FAA
FAA ramps up billions in spending as ‘down payment’ for air traffic overhaul
Bedford: FAA lost hundreds of air traffic controller trainees during shutdown
Peraton wins air traffic control system overhaul contract
Transportation Secretary Duffy & FAA Administrator Bedford Announce Prime Integrator to Oversee Construction of Brand New Air Traffic Control System
DRONES
The drone threat is here. Is your community ready?
DJI Urges Federal Agencies to Initiate NDAA-Mandated Security Review Ahead of December Deadline
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Memo: Winning the 6G Race
· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Takes Action to Win the 6G Race
NTIA Awards $6.5 Million in Equitable Distribution Funding to Advance Tribal Broadband Access
Some officials, lawmakers look to speed up permitting for broadband projects
AZ Governor Hobbs Announces Advancement of Historic Broadband Expansion
Arizona announces $1B push for rural broadband
Arizona gets approved for $447M to help bring broadband internet to rural, tribal areas
Colorado Approved for $420 Million in Federal Broadband Funding, Connecting Rural Colorado
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When data defense becomes national defense
New updates to the California Protected Areas Database and California Conservation Easement Database are now available for download.
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FEDERAL
EO: Ensuring a National Policy Framework for Artificial Intelligence
· Fact Sheet 
Trump administration adds militarized zone in California along border
DOI: SO 3414 A11 - Establishment of New Department Leadership Team and Temporary Redelegation of Authority
DOI: Interior Transfers Public Land to Navy to Support Border Security and National Defense
DOI: Inside Interior: Dec. 19, 2025 | Dec. 5, 2025  
DHS: Under President Trump and Secretary Noem, the Department of Homeland Security Has Historic Year  
USDA: USDA received overwhelmingly negative feedback on its reorg plan from employees, lawmakers and locals governments
USDA-NRCS:  January 15 National Batching Deadline for Major NRCS Conservation Programs  
STATES
· CA: A City Is Broke. Can Billionaires’ Urbanist Dream Offer It a Last Chance? 
· CO: The Colorado Resiliency Office’s 2025 Resiliency Recap
· NM: Kenderdine resigns as EMNRD secretary - Erin Taylor will serve as acting cabinet secretary
· NM: Governor releases FY27 executive budget recommendation
· NM: NM Supreme Court denies move to undo governor’s line-item vetoes
· NV: Governor Lombardo Delivers Year of Progress and Results for Nevada Families in 2025
· NV: ‘It was a shock’: Nevada water regulator speaks on why he was fired
· UT: Gov. Cox Releases FY 2027 Budget Proposal Focused on Responsible Fiscal Management, Strong Families, and Long-Term Prosperity
· UT: ‘States must act’: Cox pushes for AI regulations ahead of federal preemption talk
TRIBAL 
Indian Affairs Leadership Engages USDA and Tribal Coalition on Shared Priorities
CNRA Tribal Affairs updated the Tribal Stewardship Policy and Toolkit webpage. This webpage has the draft Policy, associated appendices, and summary of the feedback received during the first comment and consultation period. The second comment and consultation period is currently open on the revised draft of the Policy and appendices. Comments are requested by January 9. Please email comments to tribalaffairs@resources.ca.gov.
CNRA Tribal Affairs launched the Tribal Stewardship Policy Toolkit search page.  As of today, the following toolkit entries are live, and more are on the way:
· Senate Bill 310 Cultural Burn Agreements 
· Basics of Property Law for Tribal Stewardship 
· Ancestral Land Return of School Lands to Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe: A Case Study
· Training: Rematriation of Ancestral Land Event
· Navigating State Grants for Tribal Stewardship 
900 Acres Bordering Yosemite Returned to Tribe That Was Expelled 175 Years Ago
Native American tribe reclaims 900 acres of Yosemite National Park
DATA CENTERS
Navajo Nation, CSA Discuss Data Center and Regional Priorities
AI study shows more water use than may be drank from bottles
Federal gov't should stop giving scarce water for free, report says
Council rejects Chandler data center plan
City of Imperial sues County to halt massive data center project, City of El Centro responds
Calls For A Moratorium On New Data Centers Get Louder
Clean Air Act Resources for Data Centers
Data center boom in San Jose tests California electricity rates, grid
Companies Are Racing to Fuel and Cool AI
UNLV students have water-smart solution for Google’s Henderson data center
Data center Project Jupiter’s greenhouse gas emissions could rival NM’s largest cities
California lawmaker calls for public review of massive Imperial Valley data center project
AZ Corporation Commission approves TEP data center agreement as Arizona business leaders highlight ratepayer protections and economic benefits
AZ: ACC greenlights energy agreement for TEP to power Project Blue data center
INFRASTRUCTURE
$1 Billion into Building Big, Beautiful Infrastructure to Make American Roads Safer
$1.5 Billion in Infrastructure Funding to Get America Building Again 
Funding Opportunity: USDOT Makes $1.5B Worth of BUILD Grants Available. Application deadline for this round of funding is February 24, 2026.
CA: Governor Newsom announces $1.1B in zero-emission transit, safer roadways, and resilient infrastructure
California gets a bad grade on infrastructure, report says 
CO: CDOT completes construction of the I-25 Greenland wildlife overpass North America’s largest wildlife overpass is open for wildlife
CO: Largest wildlife overpass in US completed over I-25 near Larkspur: CDOT
Colorado’s draft 10-year transportation plan includes $300 million in funding for major projects on I-70 and across Western Slope
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