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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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You are cordially invited to participate in the WRP TEC call on Friday, December 6. This call will begin at 10:00 am Pacific and conclude no later than 11:30 am Pacific. The featured presentations include: USACE Flood Risk Management opportunities and Authorities by US Army Corps of Engineers and Understanding and Mitigating Risk from Drones by CISA. Please click here to RSVP.

WRP ENergy COMMITTEE Webinar
You are cordially invited to the January 14th WRP Energy Committee webinar by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Grid Deployment Office on the National Transmission Planning Study. This webinar will begin at 10 am and conclude by 11 am Pacific. Please click here to RSVP.

 WRP ENergy COMMITTEE Webinar Recording
Nov 21st WRP Energy Committee webinar highlighted energy from a state perspective. The WRP Region contains diverse existing energy generation resources, both conventional and alternative, and significant transmission corridors and capacity. This webinar featured presentations by WGA and the states of AZ, CA, CO, NM and UT to learn of their current energy-related priorities. Recording link is here. 
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2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report documents the work of WRP conducted in support of the WRP Strategic Priority, “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster” and includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives.
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At the 2024 WRP Principals’ Meeting, Principals affirmed continuing the WRP Priority “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster” for one more year. In support of this priority are the following Deep-Dives:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items.
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· FERC boosts state role in contentious grid planning 
· November 2024 Highlights |   | Volume 10
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$30 Million to Ease Interconnection Backlog, Deliver More Energy Supply on America’s Power Grid
$17 Million to Enhance the Sustainability and Reliability of Offshore Renewable Energy Deployments
$15 Million to Enhance Hydropower's Ability to Support Electricity Grids. 
$11M in High Voltage Direct Current Transmission Projects
The Critical Materials Innovation Hub is offering up to $10 million for research and development in five topic areas, so submit your concept paper by Dec. 20.
New Virtual Assistant Increases Accessibility to Geothermal Data Explore ASKGDR here.
DOE Offers Technical Assistance for Complex Grid Projects: Apply for extensive technical assistance for grid projects. Watch this presentation to learn more.
DOE announced that 49 states, 5 territories, 254 Tribal Nations, and the District of Columbia have received a combined total of $473.6 million in Fiscal Year 2024 Grid Resilience State and Tribal Formula Grants to modernize the electric grid to reduce the impacts of extreme weather events while also ensuring the reliability of the power sector. A full list is available online.
How the Energy Department Reorganized to Push Clean Energy
DOE Seeks Experts to Support New State-Based Siting, Planning, and Permitting Initiatives
Funding Opportunities:
· Dec 17  |  Community Power Accelerator Prize – Round 3. Apply by Dec 15, 2024 
· Dec 20 | Community Microgrid Assistance Partnership 
· Aug 28, 2025 | $400 Million Energy Improvements in Rural or Remote Areas: Fiscal Year 2025 Release. Concept papers due Feb. 27, 2025; full applications due Aug. 28, 2025.
· Jan 31, 2025  |  $46 Million |  Advance Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies and Drive National Goals.  Submit concept paper by Nov. 20. Apply by Jan. 31, 2025.
EIA: Total Energy Monthly Data
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$16.45 Billion in Fiscal Year 2024 Energy Revenue
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BLM releases final environmental analysis for Jove Solar Project
BLM seeks public input for proposed Purple Sage Solar Project 
BLM modernizes management for northwest California public lands
89 FR 91776 - Notice of Segregation of Public Land for the Esmeralda Solar Projects, Esmeralda County, Nevada  Notice of segregation. Wednesday, November 20, 2024. PDF  TEXT  DETAILS
89 FR 92155 - Notice of Availability of the Record of Decision for the Robertson Mine Project, Lander County...  Notice of availability. Thursday, November 21, 2024. PDF  TEXT  DETAILS
Earlier this year, the BLM approved the Alta Wind Battery Energy Storage project and announced that the Sunlight Storage II Battery System is now fully operational.
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AZ: APS, 3 other Arizona utilities to join Southwest Power Pool’s Markets+
AZ: Arizona Corporation Commission to welcome two new commissioners
CA: Solar power glut boosts California electric bills. Other states reap the benefits
CA: Funding Opportunity: GFO-24-605 - Technical Assistance for Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) Infrastructure Funding: Availability of up to $4 million in grant funds for one or more third-party implementers to provide technical assistance for communities eligible to seek federal and state funding for ZEV infrastructure. Participation in pre-Application Workshop is optional but encouraged. Dec 16: 10:00-12:00PM. "Add to Calendar," is available on the event page. 
NM: Solar developer secures $145 million solar-plus-storage project in New Mexico
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Dec 9, 2024, 2:00-6:00PM PT | Notice of Public Workshop on Tribal Mitigation (Continued) CEC staff will host a hybrid public workshop for the Morton Bay, Elmore North, and Black Rock Geothermal Projects focusing on issues of importance, particularly to representatives of CA Native American tribes, not addressed during the September 6, 2024 tribal workshop
Join the webinar on Dec. 11 to share your ideas on how DOE can support Tribal Nations in engaging with offshore wind energy decision-making processes. For more info: follow 
Dec 13, 2024, 2:00 p.m. ET | Tribal Webinar: Access to Clean Energy Incentives Through Elective Pay with Joint Ownership Arrangements  - Join Treasury for a webinar to discuss final regulations on joint ownership arrangements pay and elective pay under IRA. This will allow Tribes to seek elective payment for certain IRA tax credits for properties that are jointly owned with other entities. 
DOE Announces Collaboration With Tribal Leaders To Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Strengthen National Security
In the Tribal Energy Snapshot, learn about Colusa Indian Community Council’s expansion of the electric distribution line to power more Tribal homes, co-funded by DOE Office of Indian Energy. 
Funding Opportunity: DOE new $25 million funding opportunity announcement: anticipates making approximately 20–40 awards that range from $100,000 to $2,500,000 for projects that support the planning, assessment, and development of clean energy for Tribal buildings or on Tribal lands. Due by Jan. 23, 2025, Download the funding opportunity announcement to apply.  
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‘Renewable energy growth is truly a 50-state story now’: New report shows jump in solar, wind, EVs 
SunZia:
· SunZia Wind farm project cargo lifts activity at Port of Galveston
· Power line project can't soar past Willcox water woes
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New Tool Will Help Military Plan for Global Water Crises
A Review of Federal Water Investments
IIJA’s three-year anniversary: $72 billion in awards, $60 billion to come
National Drought Mitigation Center – Monthly Update
Mark Your Calendars: Sentinel Landscapes Partnership Announces Upcoming Expression of Interest. Building on this success, the partnership is excited to announce that the 2026 Sentinel Landscape Designation Cycle will begin in Jan 2025 with the release of an Expression of Interest (EOI). On the EOI release date, guidance on the proposal process and criteria will be posted on the Sentinel Landscapes Partnership website and distributed via the partnership listserv.  
· Watch the 2024 Sentinel Landscape Designation Cycle Help Session Webinar for additional information about the application process. 
· Read the 2024 Sentinel Landscape Designation Cycle Application Guidance.
It Could Take Over 40 Years For PFAS To Leave Groundwater 
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EPA Finalizes Rule to Reduce Wasteful Methane Emissions and Drive Innovation in the Oil and Gas Sector
Unprecedented Progress to Protect Communities from PFAS Pollution
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COP29 U.N. climate summit comes to conclusion: Our top 6 highlights
Funding Opportunities:
· Jan 9, 2025: FY24 Law Coastal Zone Management Habitat Protection and Restoration Competition: Full Application
· Jan 9, 2025: FY24 National Estuarine Research Reserve System Habitat Protection and Restoration Competition: Full Application
· Jan 31, 2025: FY25 NOAA Marine Debris Removal
· Feb 7, 2025: FY25 NOAA Marine Debris Interception Technologies
· Feb 10, 2025: Restoring Fish Passage through Barrier Removal Grants, Up to $75 million in funding is available for fish passage projects under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. NOAA will accept proposals between $750,000 and $8 million for the entire award, with typical funding anticipated to range from $3 million to $5 million. Applicant Webinars:
· Dec 3 at 11 AM-12 PM Pacific Applicant Webinar   
· Dec 12 at 12-1 PM Pacific Tribal Focused Applicant Webinar 
DOI
Narrative of Alternatives Post-2026 Colorado River Reservoir Operational Strategies for Lake Powell and Lake Mead Narrative of National Environmental Policy Act Alternatives.
Colorado River on Path to Success
DOI released its first-ever Department-wide guidance on implementing landscape-level approaches to managing our natural and cultural resources.
$125 Million Investment for Large-Scale Water Recycling Projects
New story map from the DOI highlights how the Department’s Restoration and Resilience Framework is making historic investments to catalyze coordination and drive transformational outcomes in restoring lands and waters and building climate resilience. 
DOI Proposes Strengthened Protections for Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat
Funding Opportunity: December 13 | Phase 2 State Formula Grant: Orphaned Oil and Gas Wells 
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· Interior Department proposes strengthened protections for greater sage-grouse habitat 
· Greater Sage-Grouse Rangewide Planning:   PDF TEXT DETAILS   
· Purple Sage Energy Center Project: 89 FR 90312 - Notice of Availability of the Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment and Environmental Impact...   PDF  TEXT  DETAILS    
· Includes Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Desert Pupfish & Yuma Ridgeway’s Rail: 89 FR 90030 - Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Initiation of 5-Year Status Reviews of 38 Species in the Southwest  PDF TEXT DETAILS    
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Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project completion deadline extended to 2029
Reclamation and partners complete negotiations for the B.F. Sisk Dam Raise and Reservoir Expansion Project, advancing water supply reliability in California’s Central Valley
Reclamation reaches major milestone on proposed operation of the Central Valley Project
$125 Million for Large-Scale Water Recycling Projects
$3.3M in WaterSMART Small-Scale Water Efficiency grants for 36 projects
Reclamation, DWR celebrate launch of key Delta habitat restoration project
Colorado River on Path to Success
Funding Opportunities:  
· [bookmark: _Toc144806392][bookmark: _Toc144832066][bookmark: _Toc144832242][bookmark: _Toc144832305][bookmark: _Toc147496134][bookmark: _Toc149916427][bookmark: _Toc149922544][bookmark: _Toc152563706][bookmark: _Toc155260118][bookmark: _Toc155266247][bookmark: _Toc157786315][bookmark: _Toc163555290][bookmark: _Toc163584203][bookmark: _Toc163585871][bookmark: _Toc166002338][bookmark: _Toc166067981][bookmark: _Toc166077736][bookmark: _Toc168059585][bookmark: _Toc168066772][bookmark: _Toc170743887][bookmark: _Toc138863488][bookmark: _Toc138947931][bookmark: _Toc138948886][bookmark: _Toc139290516][bookmark: _Toc139290626][bookmark: _Toc139291388][bookmark: _Toc139291557][bookmark: _Toc139291710][bookmark: _Toc142033639][bookmark: _Toc142078798][bookmark: _Toc138863487][bookmark: _Toc138947930][bookmark: _Toc138948885]Dec 12: Small Surface Water and Groundwater Storage Projects (Small Storage Program)
· Jan 14, 2025: WaterSMART Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects For Fiscal Year 2024 and Fiscal Year 2025
· March 11, 2025: WaterSMART Environmental Water Resources Projects 2024
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National Park Service Issues First Director’s Order Strengthening Procedures for Consultation with Indian and Alaska Native Tribe
Six Tribes Sign Historic Preservation Agreements with National Park Service
DOI-USFWS
Agencies renew Nevada's commitment to shared stewardship
Service Seeks Public Comment on Proposed Listing and Critical Habitat for Pecos Pupfish
USFWS initiates 5-year review for 38 SW Species
Funding Opportunity: Dec. 31, 2024: National Fish Passage Program Bipartisan Infrastructure Law: Restoring River, Floodplain, and Coastal Connectivity and Resiliency FY24 Funds
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$4.8M to States to Preserve Vital Geologic Data and to Support Infrastructure Development
Millions in the U.S. may rely on groundwater contaminated with PFAS for drinking water supplies
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NASA Satellites Reveal Abrupt Drop in Global Freshwater Levels
Survey: NASA Earth Observation (EO) data by U.S. States, Tribal organizations, and territories. NASA seeks to gain insight into NASA’s impact, possible gaps and areas for growth, and how users from these sectors could be better supported in their use of EO data for decision-making. Info from the survey will be summarized and shared, as well as inform future NASA activities and priorities. Survey closes Dec 31, 2024.
Funding opportunity: ”A.60 Earth Action: Ecological Conservation” — to help accelerate biodiversity conservation, fueled with NASA information about the Earth as a system. The resulting awards will support two priorities surfaced by end-users” Feasibility Activities to support new collaboration and engagement, and Decisional Activities to help scale efforts that show promise. Solicitation: http://bit.ly/nasa-a60 and supporting information: catalyst4conservation.org.
USDA
USDA Announces Investment to Conserve Forestlands Nationwide
USDA Announces Department-wide Effort to Support Terrestrial Wildlife Habitat Connectivity
USDA Seeks Public Input on Climate Benefits of Conservation Practice Standards: by Dec 23, 2024, on how to improve conservation practice standards to maximize climate change mitigation and adaptation benefits, as supported by peer-reviewed scientific literature. 
Funding Opportunity: Dec 20: Fiscal Year 2025 Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 
USDA-NRCS
USDA Invests $1.5 Billion in 92 Partnership Projects to Advance Conservation and Climate-Smart Agriculture
USDA Seeks Public Input on Climate Benefits of Conservation Practice Standards
USDA Announces Strategy to Uphold its Federal Trust Responsibilities to Increase Support for Conservation on Tribal Lands
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Funding Opportunity: Dec 16, 2024: Nationwide Tribal LSR Funding Opportunity: This is a competitive grant program that promotes collaborative, science-based restoration of priority forest landscapes and furthers priorities identified in State Forest Action plans or equivalent restoration strategy. More information
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Colorado River states are separated by a ‘giant chasm’ in negotiations
Western States Water Newsletter: Issue #2636-Issue #2636 Special Report
[bookmark: _Toc181607071][bookmark: _Toc181607130]Arizona
Gov. Katie Hobbs signs tribal water rights settlement agreement
Attorney General to sue Saudi farm to stop groundwater pumping
Hobbs agrees to review 100-year water supply for Sierra Vista housing development
Arizona not protecting San Pedro River groups say
ADEQ Launches Enhanced Permits in Process Online Interactive Map and Reporting Tool
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Consideration of groundwater-dependent ecosystems in the context of Flood-Managed Aquifer Recharge will be the focus of the next Lunch-MAR presentation. The hour-long webinar begins at 12:30 p.m., Dec. 4.
November Lunch-MAR video recording now available
This fourth and final webinar in the Recharging CA series sponsored by Sustainable Conservation provides an in-depth look at how the team at Sustainable Conservation employs a holistic, nature-based approach to battle the climate crisis, ensure ecosystem restoration, and foster a sustainable, climate-resilient future for Californians. Dec. 10, from noon to 1 p.m. PT. Registration is free.
State joins federal partners to improve Sacramento River Basin
California County Approves Biomass Pilot Project to Improve Wildfire and Climate Resiliency
Coastal Conservancy Awards Over $113 million for Restoration, Resilience, and Public Access on California Coast
CDFW has awarded $17 million for 18 restoration and protection projects throughout the state.
A DWR news release details some of the progress being made on ensuring healthy rivers and landscapes in California. The Healthy Rivers and Landscapes program is at the heart of the effort to improve environmental flows, restore habitats, and reverse the decline in native fisheries in rivers and tributaries. The State Water Resources Control Board is considering the incorporation of the program as part of the process to update the Bay-Delta Plan,
Los Angeles moves ahead with water recycling project
An article from the Water Education Foundation looks at a new scientific strategy to strike a balance between meeting water rights and maintaining water needed for fish and other aquatic wildlife. The California Environmental Flows Framework shifts the focus of environmental water management from a single species to an entire ecosystem. It also departs from longstanding rules that set fixed amounts of water to be left in streams for fish. A facts sheet and executive summary are available.
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Navajo President Buu Nygren tell U.S. Senate committee water purity for 169,000 Navajos was achieved through 1974 Safe Drinking Water Act
President Nygren testifies on the Safe Drinking Water Act
The Pueblo of Tesuque, Bureau of Land Management, and USDA Forest Service to co-steward the Caja del Río Plateau
As salmon migrate to the Upper Klamath Basin for the first time in more than a century, Yurok Tribe’s Fisheries Department advances a massive revegetation project behind the former Klamath dams.
Acting Deputy Secretary Daniel-Davis Highlights Commitment to Incorporating Indigenous Knowledge, Enhancing Tribal Climate Resilience at COP29 
Governor Hobbs Signs Two Historic Tribal Water Rights Settlement Agreements
Gov. Hobbs signs tribal settlements, ensures water supplies
Native Climate, a project that supports climate adaptation efforts in Native American communities of the Southwest and Northern Plains, compiled local climate projections for 633 tribally controlled areas in the United States, including Alaska Native Villages and State Designated Tribal Areas, and climate divisions for the State of Hawaii.
A fossil fuel group is working with US tribes to boost LNG exports
Funding Opportunity: February 27, 2025 | $7 million funding opportunity for Tribal water projects 
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TRCP has moved their funding tracker into the Colorado River Resilience site to here. The resilience tracker will be updated monthly and includes opportunities in the Rio Grande as well as the Colorado River and has state level funding opportunities from NM, CO, NV, AZ, and UT.
Colorado River solutions a long way off 
Feds release outline for Colorado River plan
Feds outline ‘necessary steps’ for Colorado River agreement by 2026
The 2024 Colorado River Water Leaders cohort completed its seven-month program with policy recommendations involving ”augmentation” (projects that increase the availability and supply of water) as the Colorado River Basin grows hotter and drier. The 20-page report, published by the Water Education Foundation, provides a roadmap to promote a purposeful, continuing dialogue around the deployment of water augmentation projects, such as seawater and brackish desalination, water recycling, and cloud seeding. 
Las Vegas to host Colorado River officials
New storage agreement may help keep the Rio Grande flowing in Albuquerque next summer
Rio Grande water management lawsuit reaches settlement
Texas and New Mexico's Decade-Long Water Fight Reaches Crucial Juncture
Satellites show drop in freshwater levels
Cities, states say they’ll need more help to replace millions of lead pipes
WestFAST: November 2024 WestFAST Newsletter: NASA Satellites Reveal Abrupt Drop in Global Freshwater Levels; Colorado River on Path to Success; USFWS Finalizes New Public Access to Hunting and Fishing in National Wildlife Refuge System; USDA Announces Investments for Tribal Communities and Acequias and Finalizes Agreements with Irrigation Districts to Produce Water-Saving Commodities; Drought Expands Across the U.S.; and more.
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WRRC Kicks Off New Project in the Upper Verde River Watershed
Colorado River Stories Shown and Told at WRRC Event
Recording: WRRC Water Webinar: Celebrating 60 Years of the WRRC 
WRRC Weekly Wave:  November 22, 2024 | November 15, 2024 | November 8, 2024 | November 1, 2024
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Hicks Commemorates Native American Heritage Month
Explore the DOD Legacy Resource Management Program's Story Map: This interactive resource offers an immersive journey through the Legacy Program’s impactful contributions to the stewardship of DOD’s natural and cultural resources over the past 34 years.  
OLDCC to Host DCIP Listening Sessions
State lawmaker pitches ban on foreign adversaries buying land near military bases
Notre Dame opens first-ever Mach 10 quiet wind tunnel for hypersonics testing
Feds Expand Oversight of Foreign Land Purchases Near Bases
ADC is excited to announce our new class of local Defense Community Champions. Visit our website to learn more about their contributions.
ADC’s annual magazine, America’s Defense Communities, at Installation Innovation Forum
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DOD REPI Program Newsletter | November 2024 Edition
REPI Program Invests $9 Million in 2024 National Coastal Resilience Fund to Support Critical Military Missions
Explore the Legacy Resource Management Program Story Map
Partner Spotlight: Compatible Lands Foundation Awarded Funding for Military Resilience Projects Through the Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
Webinar: Dec 11th 1:00 EST Navigating Military Readiness Through Responsible Project Execution  
[bookmark: _Toc181607083][bookmark: _Toc181607142]USAF
Watchdog: Air Force Needs Metrics for New Force Generation Model
Air Force Readiness:  Actions Needed to Improve New Process for Preparing Units to Deploy 
GAO-25-107017, November 26
Air Force buying more drone wingmen to develop operational tactics
Air Force Base Gets Sensors to Stop Wildfires Before They Spread
USAF's New Force Design, Still a Secret, Will Be ‘Fiscally Informed’
Air Force ordering more robot wingmen for its experimentation unit
'The United States Needs More Air Force,' Allvin Says
Kendall: Air Force Can't Afford NGAD, NGAS, and CCA All at Once 
Kendall: USAF Should Take Over Air Base Defense from Army
USAF announced a series of sweeping initiatives to prepare the Air Force and Space Force for future global challenges. ADC reached out to Ravi Chaudhary, assistant secretary of the Air Force for energy, installations, and the environment, to garner insight on Great Power Competition, its implications for installations, and the role defense communities can play. Here is our conversation, which is also available in America’s Defense Communities magazine.
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 Army building a new expeditionary cyber battalion
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West Coast Marines, Sailors Complete New Amphibious Exercise
Dec 5th | City of Yuma to hold open house on Joint Land Use Plan Update at Yuma City Hall, Room 190.
Marine Corps F-35C notches first overseas combat strike
Marines put new amphibious vehicle to the test in first at-sea drill
Marine Corps Codifies Amphibious Combat Vehicle Standards After Rocky Start, New Deployments
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How U.S. Navy shipbuilding sank so low
Navy Continuing to Refine 80% Combat Surge Requirement, Says VCNO Kilby
Meet the Fleet: Crowds get a first-hand look at Navy warships in San Diego Bay
VAW-123 Retires Its Last E-2C Hawkeye to the 'Boneyard'
Navy extends service life of 3 cruisers, pushing Ticonderoga class into 2029
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 Space Force Transitions ‘Mission Deltas‘ for SDA, Missile Warning
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FEMA Bulletin:  October 29, 2024 | October 22, 2024 | October 15, 2024 | October 8, 2024
Funding Opportunities: 
· Dec 3: $279.9 million in Grant Funding for the Fiscal Year 2024 State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program
· Dec 20: Assistance to Firefighters Grants (AFG)
· Jan 15, 2025: Fiscal Year 2023 Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current
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DHS released a significant set of recommendations aimed at advancing the safe and secure deployment of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in critical infrastructure. The Roles and Responsibilities Framework for Artificial Intelligence in Critical Infrastructure provides essential guidance to stakeholders across the AI supply chain, from cloud providers and developers to critical infrastructure operators and civil society.
Wildfire
$20M to reduce wildfire risk, support local economies
Forest change in a future with more fire
Effects of Wildfire on Snow Water Resources Under Multiple Climate Conditions
In Science You Can Use: Wildfire Risk 101, this research brief defines and examines risk as it relates to wildfire and offers cutting-edge, web-based resources for assessing wildfire risk. 
Rekindling a long-lost custom: The Washoe tribe and other groups aim to bring back traditional Indigenous fire-management strategies 
Free Course, “Be Smoke Savvy: Training Guide of Best Management Practices for Prescribed Fire Smoke” ONLINE COURSE AVAILABLE Oct 1st – Dec 20th Register here.
Wildfire is Central Webinars:
· Dec 11th, 11:00 AM Central: Expanding training to building the prescribed fire workforce. 
Funding Opportunities:
· The third round of the Community Wildfire Defense Grants is available through at grants.gov and the application portal at cwdg.forestrygrants.org.  The announcement will stay open for applications through Feb 28th, 2025.  The CWDG website (https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/fire/grants/cwdg) will have updated info, including information on the webinars below: 
· Dec 4, 2024, 12:30 p.m EST (Tribal focused) - Zoom Link 
· Dec 6, 2024, 2 p.m. EST - Zoom Link 
· Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is a competitive grant program for fuels treatment, education, and mitigation planning on non-federal lands using federal funds through the National Fire Plan through the State and Private Forestry Branch. Application period closes on Dec 20. FY 2025 WSFM WUI Grant Instructions to States; FY 2025 WSFM WUI Grant Application
· $34 million in funding available to support innovation and jobs in the forestry sector while supporting healthy forests. Learn more here.
STATES
CA: California communities impacted by the 2018 wildfires to receive over $40 million in federal funding
CA: Ventura County's Mountain Fire leaves trail of devastation with 20,000 acres burned as firefight continues
CA: While policy falls short, CA farmers brace against wildfire.
CO: From wildfire to wealth: Growing resilient forest economies in Colorado’s wildfire-prone communities
CO: Colorado wildfires are more extreme than ever. Here’s how state leaders are fighting back
NV: Governor Lombardo renews Nevada's commitment to shared stewardship with a five-year extension of the multi-agency agreement. Through this strategic partnership, Nevada’s agencies are working together to protect the State’s communities, economies, infrastructure, and native wildlife by fostering healthier landscapes that are more resilient to wildfire, drought, invasive species, and other ecological threats.  
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[bookmark: _Toc138863515][bookmark: _Toc138947957][bookmark: _Toc138948912]Webinar: Dec. 3rd 1:00-2:00 PM ET |  TRB Webinar Airport Energy Resilience Roadmap
Study reveals that e-fuels could reduce aviation emissions
New SAF Framework to Reduce U.S. Aviation Carbon Emissions Takes Flight
New rocket startup debuts with supersonic flight
AASHTO Session: Aviation Trends Impacting State DOTs
DOE Releases New Report on Pathways to Commercial Liftoff for Sustainable Aviation Fuel
GAMA report to Congress highlights supply chain risks
Utah's vision for air mobility by 2034 involves hailing an air taxi like it's an Uber 
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New Record for FAA-Licensed Commercial Space Operations, Aerospace Rulemaking Committee Launched to Update Licensing Rule
With the continued growth of commercial space operations, the FAA recently established an Aerospace Rulemaking Committee, known as a SpARC. The FAA is seeking more clarity, flexibility, efficiency, and innovation in the Part 450 launch and reentry licensing rule.  
The FAA is holding five public meetings and seeking public comment on a revised draft environmental assessment that analyzes SpaceX’s proposal to increase the number of annual orbital launches and landings of the Starship/Super Heavy vehicle in Boca Chica, Texas. The public comment period closes on Jan. 17. 
FAA Seeks Input on UAS Integration Issues
FAA requests information on integrating uncrewed aircraft systems
Amazon gets FAA approval for new drone as it starts tests in Arizona
DRONES
New drone design mimics hawk flight for smoother turns
Army Arsenal Seeking Info on Mysterious Drone Flights Over Installation
‘Game-Changer’: Drones Can Reduce Wildlife Strikes at Airports, According to Award-Winning Eagle Research
Power outages are on the rise. These drones could help
Pentagon announces new batch of drones for Replicator program
Amazon delivers first packages with drones in metro Phoenix, Arizona
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GPS Without Space? DOD Looks to Quantum for an Answer
Military bases can use private 5G networks, Pentagon says
DOD Releases Private 5G Deployment Strategy
Trouble Ahead for Military Radars at S-Band
Routing Security: A Call to Action for Federal Agencies
Peaceful Coexistence within the Radio Spectrum
Connecting Communities, Protecting Wildlife
Three Years of High-Speed Internet Infrastructure Investment
Talking on the Moon: How Spectrum Research Will Shape the Next Era of Space Exploration
‘The $42B question’: What’s next for federal broadband funding?
FCC to propose first undersea cable security overhaul since 2001
Funding Opportunities:
· Dec. 21: The Utah Broadband Center announced Utah’s launch of the registration and pre-application portal for the state’s Broadband Infrastructure Grant, funded by the federal Broadband, Equity, Access, and Deployment program. 
· Dec. 23: Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD)  
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ADEQ Launches Enhanced Permits in Process (PIP) Online Interactive Map and Reporting Tool.  PIP provides Arizonans daily details about statewide environmental permitting 
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FEDERAL
DOI: Veteran Land Management Leader Takes Role as BLM California State Director 
DOI: This Week at the Interior: November 1, 2024 | November 15, 2024  |  November 22, 2024
STATES
AZ: Arizona Governor Encourages Next Generation of Technology and Transportation at Celebration of Innovation Awards 
UT: Utah Gov. Spencer J. Cox condemns the BLM’s decision to revoke UDOT’s right-of-way for a Northern Corridor in favor of alternative that harms local conservation efforts and recreation
TRIBAL          
Dec 9, 2024  White House 2024 Tribal Nations Summit | Location:: 1849 C Street, N.W. Washington, DC 20240  |  Dear Tribal Leaders Letter 
Hicks Commemorates Native American Heritage Month
INFRASTRUCTURE
$1.2 Billion to Help State Departments of Transportation Utilize Cleaner Construction Materials
U.S. DOT Launches Climate Action Strategy Playbook to Help Communities Reduce Emissions
Governor Polis Announces Vision to Reduce GHG Emissions from the Transportation Sector by 2035, Expanding Transportation Options to Save Coloradans Time and Money
As CA achieves historic milestone, Governor Newsom commits to restarting state’s ZEV rebate program if federal tax credit is eliminated 
Wildlife Crossings Save Lives, Money, and Improve the Environment
EPA Issues $3B Worth of Clean Ports Program Grants
Funding Opportunity: FRA Offering $1B of Intercity Passenger Rail Grants: NOFO is available here. Applications due by Dec 16, 2024	
12

1

image1.png
Wise

WESTERN REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP





