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 Welcome and Introductions

 Featured Presentations:
 Update on ITCN 51st Annual Conference (Together As One: Advancing Unity Among Nevada’s 

Tribal Nations. July 13-18, 2025 at the Atlantis Casino Resort Spa, Reno, NV) by Clifford Banuelos, 
Tribal-State Environmental Liaison, Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada, Inc.

 Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Drone Requirements/Regulations and How it Might 
Impact Tribes by UAS Integration Office by Thea Dickerman, AFS-760, Emerging Technologies 
Division, Flight Standards Service, FAA and Alina George, AUS-410, Project Manager, Unmanned 
Aircraft Systems Integration Office, FAA

 Update on the 2025 NAFWS SW Region Conference by Darren Talayumptewa, NAFWS SW Region 
Director, Member of the Hopi Tribe

 Update on the 1st CA Native American Tribal GIS Summit 2025 by Donna Miranda-Begay, CEO 
CA Tribal GIS, Tübatulabals of Kern Valley, Tribal Chairwoman Emeritus, Tübatulabal Cultural 
Practitioner and Researcher

 Next Steps and Actions

 Around the Phone Updates

Today’s Agenda
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 Tribal-State Environmental Liaison, Inter-Tribal 
Council of Nevada, Inc. 
 Works with the State of Nevada Division of 

Environmental Protection (NDEP) since 2017
 Supports state and Tribal Nations to better 

coordinate and consult on environmental items
 Aides in communication between Tribal Nations and 

many federal agencies such as EPA, FEMA, DOT, 
DOE, USDA, USFW, DOI, and many more 

 ITCN is a consortium and governing body of the 28-
member Tribal governments in the state of Nevada

 Previously: Environmental Coordinator, Elko Band 
Council of the Te-Moak Tribe of Western Shoshone
 Member of the Te-Moak Tribe of the Western Shoshone

Clifford Banuelos
Tribal-State Environmental 

Liaison 
Inter-Tribal Council of 

Nevada, Inc. 



 UAS Safety Specialist in AFS-700, the Emerging 
Technologies Division of the Flight Standards 
Service, FAA 
 Worked with the FAA since 2018 and has been in 

unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) work in various 
capacities since 2015.
 Education:

 Master of Arts in International Relations and Economics, 
Johns Hopkins Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced 
International Studies

 Bachelor of Arts in History and Women’s Studies, University 
of New Hampshire

 Originally from New Hampshire and lives in 
Washington, DC.
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Thea Dickerman
UAS Safety Specialist

Emerging Technologies 
Division of Flight Standards 

Service, FAA



Program Manager, UAS Integration 
Office, FAA 
 Works on several projects including:
 BEYOND program
 Outreach and Engagement
 UAS workforce development

Joined the FAA in 2019
Bachelor in English Literature, 

University of Toronto
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Alina George
Program Manager

UAS Integration Office
FAA



Federal Aviation 
Administration

FAA Resources for 
Tribal Governments

July 25, 2025

Western Regional 
Partnership Tribal 
Engagement Committee



Introductions

UAS Integration Office
- Alina George

Emerging Technologies Division, Flight 
Standards Service
- Thea Dickerman

Federal Aviation 
Administration
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Nine Regional Offices
FAA’s nine Regional Offices are 

strategically located across the U.S.

Federal Aviation 
Administration
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Northwest Mountain 
Regional Office

Federal Aviation 
Administration
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Western-Pacific 
Regional Office

Federal Aviation 
Administration
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Southwest Regional 
Office

Federal Aviation 
Administration
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What is the FAA’s Authority?
U.S. airspace is public space

UAS are aircraft subject to regulation

An aircraft is any device used, or intended 
to be used, for flight

UAS flown in US airspace must comply 
with FAA regulations

Federal Aviation 
Administration



Small UAS Rule (14 CFR Part 107)  
Implemented 2016

Federal Aviation 
Administration



Examples of Drone Operations

Example:

Certain 
government 
operations, which 
may include law 
enforcement, 
firefighting, border 
patrol, disaster 
relief, search and 
rescue, etc

Public Aircraft
Operations

Example:

Flying at fixed 
sites, such as 
AMA flying fields, 
or not above 400’ 
AGL anywhere in 
class G

Section 44809
Exception

Recreational
Operations

Non-Recreational Operations Public Aircraft Operations

Example:

Image surveying 
with UAS >55 
pounds

Part 91 

Example:

Agricultural 
spraying 

Part 137

Example:

Delivery of food 
and over-the-
counter 
pharmaceuticals 
directly to 
consumers’ 
homes

Part 135

Example:

Flying for work or 
business, 
recreation, 
education, or for 
public safety 
missions

Part 107

Federal Aviation 
Administration



Federal Aviation 
Administration

• 4 companies provide B4UFLY 
Services

• Interactive maps

• Low Altitude Authorization and 
Notification Capability (LAANC) 
enabled airport authorizations

B4UFLY
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Remote Identification of Drones Overview
• Applies to all registered drones

• Drone operators can comply with
Remote ID requirements in 3 ways

Federal Aviation 
Administration
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FAA Rulemaking Updates
Normalizing UAS BVLOS 
Operations proposed rule
• This proposed rule would establish 

regulations to allow routine beyond 
visual line of sight (BVLOS) 
operations conducted with UAS. 

• This action would allow the FAA to 
move from one-off approvals to the 
predictability of operating by rule, 
allowing routine and scalable 
infrastructure inspection, public 
safety, and package delivery 
operations. 

• The Spring Unified Agenda 
published with rule project abstract 
and NPRM publication date (RIN: 
2120-AL82).

UAS Flight Restrictions Near 
Critical Infrastructure proposed 
rule 
• This proposed rule would establish the 

criteria and procedures for the 
operator or proprietor of eligible fixed 
site facilities to apply to the FAA for an 
unmanned aircraft-specific flight 
restriction.

• The Spring Unified Agenda published 
with rule project abstract and NPRM 
publication date (RIN: 2120-AL33).

Federal Aviation 
Administration
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• Drone Programs

• Fire Safety

• Wildfire Response

• Emergency Management

• Drones as First Responders

• Public Aircraft Operations

Federal Aviation 
Administration 19

Public Safety



UAS Collegiate Training Initiative (UAS-CTI)

 The Unmanned Aircraft Systems Collegiate Training 
Initiative is a program designed for the FAA to 
recognize and connect institutions that prepare 
students for careers in UAS (drones).

Federal Aviation 
Administration
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DronePros (Volunteers)

Federal Aviation 
Administration 21
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Other Resources

Federal Aviation 
Administration 23

• Fact Sheet on the State and Local Regulation of Drones
• https://www.faa.gov/sites/faa.gov/files/State-Local-Regulation-of-Unmanned-Aircraft-Systems-

Fact-Sheet.pdf

• UAS Support Center
• https://uas-support.faa.gov/s/

• FAA UAS Website
• https://www.faa.gov/uas

• DOT Office of Tribal Affairs
• https://www.transportation.gov/office-tribal-government-affairs/office-tribal-government-affairs



Contact Us

Federal Aviation 
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Alina George
• Alina.C.George@faa.gov

Thea Dickerman
• Thea.C.Dickerman@faa.gov 

mailto:Alina.C.George@faa.gov
mailto:Alina.C.George@faa.gov
mailto:Thea.C.Dickerman@faa.gov
mailto:Thea.C.Dickerman@faa.gov


 Southwest Region Director at Native American Fish 
and Wildlife Society
 Native American Liaison/Wildlife Biologist with 

American Eagle Research Institute (AERIE)
 Member of the Hopi Tribe
 Previously:

 Director, Hopi Wildlife & Ecosystems Management Program
 Program Manager, Hopi Wildlife & Ecosystems Management 

Program
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Darren 
Talayumptewa
Southwest Region Director
Native American Fish and 

Wildlife Society



2025 Southwest Regional Conference

“Self-sufficient Management of Our Natural 
Resources Through the Teachings of Our 
Elders and the Creator”
August 11-14, 2025 
Sky Ute Casino Resort, 14324 CO-172, 
Ignacio, CO 81137
Hosted by the Southern Ute Tribe
Register: https://nafws.org/product/2025-
southwest-regional-conference/ 
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 CEO of CA Tribal GIS, Tribal Chairwoman Emeritus 
Tübatulabals of Kern Valley, and Tübatulabal 
Cultural Practitioner and Researcher
 Previously:

 CIO, Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwoks
 Chairwoman, Sacramento Urban Indian Health Program board
 28 years with California’s Department of Water Resources,  

California Conservation Corps, and State Water Resources Control 
Board.

 U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs and Indian Health Services

 Education:
 Ph.D. – Organizational Behavior and Transformational 

Leadership  
 Masters – Computer Information Systems
 Bachelors – Business Admin. (Accounting and MIS)

 Recognized by the CA Tribal Chairpersons Association through 
State Assembly and Senate resolutions for her Tribal Leadership, 
Environmental Justice, and Cultural and Natural Resources 
preservation efforts. 27

Donna Miranda- 
Begay, Ph.D

CEO, CA Tribal GIS; Tribal 
Chairwoman Emeritus 

Tübatulabals of Kern Valley, 
and Tübatulabal Cultural 

Practitioner and Researcher



CA Native American Tribal GIS Summit
Honoring Place, Empowering Nations

• July 31 and August 1, 2025, at Cal/EPA Building in Sacramento, CA (1001 I Street) and 
virtual

• Focus of CA Native American Tribal GIS Summit 2025 (Two Day Event)
• This first time CA Native American Summit will focus on the uses, challenges, 

solutions, and recommendations for the use of GIS technology to assist with 
management of Natural Resources and protection of Cultural Landscapes.  Major 
Topic Categories include: 

• The state of GIS in CA Tribal communities
• Data Sovereignty and Governance 
• Environmental Stewardship, Land Development and Management, and 

Climate Adaptation
• Cultural Preservation, ITEK (Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge), 

and Cultural Ecology
• Education, Workforce Development and Youth Engagement
• GIS Software and Tools

More Information: GIS Summit or https://catribalgis.org/gis-summit-1
28
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Why a California Tribal GIS Summit?
• In California – both federally (109) and non-federally (40+) recognized 

Tribes are involved with “Land Back”, “Rematriation”, “Co-Stewardship”, 
“Cultural Burns – Good Fire”, “Conservation”, and “Protection of Cultural 
Landscapes”. 

• CA Tribes are also obtaining natural resource-based grants that require 
GIS based files for their applications and reports (i.e., CalFIRE).

• CA Tribes are strengthening their sovereignty by managing their own GIS 
environments and culturally sensitive GIS data. 

• CA Tribes want to correct historical mapping – ground truthing and truth 
in healing – this requires up-to-date mapping and story map narratives. 

• Changes Federally services and funding – require more Tribal resilience 
– GIS is a tool for supporting today’s Tribal sovereignty and their 
communities. 
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What California Tribal 
Representation will be at the 
Summit?

- Statewide

- 90 CA Tribes Represented 

- Both Federally and Non-
Federally Recognized
 



31

This Summit was built from the Tribal Perspective
Their input, suggestions, and planning

Collaboration Shared Vision

Tribal Planning / Theme / Topics / Transparency

California – Governor’s Office, Natural 
Resources Agency and Cal/EPA Support



ArcGIS  – Survey123 / WebBased Tool

ArcGIS Survey123 App 
used for:
Summit Organizing 
Registration
Presenter
Exhibitors
Sponsorship
Workshop Surveys



GoDaddy web page tools used to 
provide Summit Web Site
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Summit Outcomes – To be determined
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Each Summit Day – we will have a wrap-up session
Tribal Perspectives
Tribal Youth
Academics
Federal, State, and Local Government
Non-profits and Businesses

Potential Outcomes
Future Regional CA Native American GIS Summits/Workshops
Proposed Legislation / Policy
Shared Solutions – GIS Based
Funding Opportunities
Overall – improved GIS Knowledge Build to help with management of Natural Resources, 
Environmental Justice Support, and Protection of Cultural Landscapes. 



WRP TEC
Next Steps
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WRP Tribal Engagement Committee Co-Chairs
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• CEO, Ewiiaapaayp Band of 
Kumeyaay IndiansWill Micklin

• Hopi Tribal Council RepresentativeLeRoy N. 
Shingoitewa

• Emergency Services Administrator, 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians

Floyd W 
Velasquez Sr.



Roll up of 
Action 
Items

Roll up of Action Items

Please sign up for a WRP account – wrpinfo.org
 Invite/Encourage other Tribal members/liaisons to be part of TEC

Please provide input on Tribal Leadership Excel document
Seeking Tribal NR Co-Chair and an additional TEC Co-Chair
 Interest in being part of a WRP Deep-Dive:

 Water Security/resilience
 Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
 Aviation/ Airspace Needs

Please indicate if you:
 Are interested in being part of the Outreach Subcommittee
 Have recommendations on future agenda topics
 Have additional resources like a study/funding for the good of the team
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WRP TEC Calls
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Aug 29
 Stepping Through Time: An Emerging Paleo Indian Landscape by Anya Kitterman, 

Archaeologist/Architectural Historian, Hill AFB
 Overview of the USGS National Geologic Map Database by Dr. Dave Soller, Senior Program Scientist for 

the National Geologic Map Database

Sept 26  TBD: David F. Conrad, Acting Director/Deputy Director, Office of Indian Energy Policy and Programs
 Utah Division of Indian Affairs by James Toledo, Deputy Director, Utah Division of Indian Affairs

Oct 31
 Native American Fish & Wildlife Society Update by Dr. Julie Thorstenson, Executive Director, Native 

American Fish and Wildlife Society
 Dr. Joe Hoover, University of Arizona

Dec 5  Update by the National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (NATHPO) by Dr. Valerie J. 
Grussing, Executive Director, NATHPO

Jan 31

Feb 27

March 27

April 24



Around The Phone
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Thank you!
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