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• Initiated DRECP planning process in 2008

• Public stakeholder group 2010-2013

• Science advisors convened in 2010 & 2012

• DOD clearinghouse process 2012 to Present 

• Preliminary alternatives comparison in 2012

• Public Draft released September 26, 2014

DRECP - Where We Are in the Process?
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DRECP Purpose & Goals

The Draft DRECP:
• A long-term adaptable plan

• Streamlines renewable energy project 
review and approval

• Conserves sensitive species

• Conserves other resources

• Conservation designations on BLM land

• Covers 22.5 million acres
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As proposed, the DRECP would:
• Help California and the nation meet renewable energy and 

greenhouse gas emission reduction goals

• Identify suitable areas for siting of renewable energy projects, 
compatible with conservation of species and habitat, 
recreation, cultural, and visual values, etc.

• Identify National Conservation Lands in the California Desert 
Conservation Area with ecological, cultural & scientific values

• Identify suitable areas for biological and cultural conservation, 
management, and enhancement
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General Overview
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DRECP Plan Components
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Local Government 
Involvement
7 Counties
• Imperial
• Inyo
• Kern
• Los Angeles
• Riverside
• San Bernardino
• San Diego

4 Ways to Join the DRECP
• Informal
• Formal
• 2 Permittee Options

DRECP Plan Area



• Renewable energy development 
within DFAs

- Solar
- Wind
- Geothermal

• Transmission development 
within and outside DFAs

• Conservation and compensation 
actions in reserve areas

DRECP Covered 

Activities

Pre-construction and 

construction activities

Operation and 

maintenance activities

Decommissioning of

Renewable Energy Projects
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DRECP Covered Activities



Renewable Energy Designations

DFAs:

• Areas available for renewable energy 
projects with development incentives

Study Areas:

• Lands that could be appropriate for 
development, but require further study 

• Special Analysis Areas

• Future Assessment Areas

• DRECP Variance Lands
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DRECP Energy Planning



DRECP Energy Planning - Generation

• Energy Resource Considerations

– Energy Resource Locations

– Energy Resource Quality

– Industry Proposals for Development Areas

• Energy Planning Assumptions

– 20,000 MW new renewable generation

– Plan through 2040; maintain a trajectory to 2050 GHG 
Reduction Goals
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DRECP Energy Planning - Transmission

• Conceptual Transmission Plan for Each 
Alternative

• Provided by the Transmission Technical Group 
(TTG) Consisting of Transmission Planners from: 
SCE, IID, LADWP, SDG&E, PG&E, CAISO, CEC and 
DRECP Consultant team

• Transmission Planning Inputs from DRECP 
Planning Assumptions
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DRAFT DRECP - ALL ALTERNATIVES: DFAs and STUDY AREA LANDS 

 Planning Assumption – 20,000 MW 
New Renewable Generation

 Transmission Assumption – 15,000 MW
 DFAs – 2+ Million Acres
 Study Area Lands – 183,000 Acres
 Project Impact – 177,000 Acres
 Project Compensation – 284,000
 Operational Impact Mitigation

 37 covered species
 31 covered natural communities
 ~ 4 million acres National Conservation
 ~ 2 million acres ACEC/Wildlife Area

DRAFT DRECP - PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE: DFAs, TTG Conceptual Transmission & Conservation
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• Conserve and Compensate 
for Covered Species

• Landscape  Conservation

• Connectivity and Refugia for 
Climate Change
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Biological Conservation Strategy

Biological Conservation Strategy



Environmental Analysis

23 Resource 
Areas - Impacts 
considered in 
combined state & 
federal 
environmental 
analysis 
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Preferred Alternative
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