
RAPID Toolkit
State Government Engagement 

with the Regulatory and Permitting 
Information Desktop Toolkit

December 16, 2014



•Development background 

• Scenarios / Demo

• Sharing RAPID

•Discussion

2

Agenda



3

RAPID Background

• In 2011, the Western Governors’ Association 
created the Transmission Siting Task Force to 
advance the following objectives:

• Engage all levels of government to collaborate, cooperate

• Work with federal land agencies to develop, institutionalize best 
practices

• Build tools, develop best practices for siting transmission
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RAPID Development Partners
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What is RAPID?

• Regulatory and Permitting 
Information Desktop (RAPID) 

• Publicly available information 
about bulk transmission project 
development. 
• State and federal permits and regulations

• Many other resources!
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How does RAPID Work?

• RAPID is YOUR tool, you control it
• View, edit, and add data

• Download data for free

• RAPID is built on OpenEI, and content 
is crowd-sourced.
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Why Wiki?

• Wiki is Easy!
• Accessible

• Searchable

• Collaborative

• Recognizable

• Content can be updated

• Resources are consolidated 
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Using RAPID: Finding State Permitting Information 

• As a new employee at a land management 
agency, you have limited experience working 
on a transmission project in this state, but 
there are several ongoing projects. You are 
not sure how state permitting works, and are 
looking to educate yourself so you can be an 
effective and informed participant in the siting 
process. 

• Start at RAPID Homepage…
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Using RAPID: Finding State Permitting Information 

INSETR HOME PAGE
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Using RAPID: Finding State Permitting Information 
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Using RAPID: Finding State Permitting Information 
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Using RAPID: Finding State Permitting Information 
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Finding State Permitting Information: Flowcharts
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Finding State Permitting Information: Flowcharts
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Finding State Permitting Information: Flowcharts
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Finding State Permitting Information: Flowcharts
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Finding State Permitting Information: Flowcharts
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• You work for the New Mexico governor’s office, and a 
new transmission line has been proposed that will go 
from Montana, to Wyoming, to Colorado, to New 
Mexico. You understand that a “best practice” in siting 
interstate transmission lines is to align state permitting 
processes. But you are not sure what the state 
permitting processes are for MT, WY, CO, and NM. 

• You can use RAPID to get an overview of each state’s 
permitting process, and compare between states.

Comparing State Permitting Processes
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Finding Helpful Information
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Finding Helpful Information
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Finding Helpful Information

LOGIN: Sign up and log in to contribute 
information. A user page is created for 
each user to input information about 
themselves for the user community.
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Finding Helpful Information

SEARCH: the OpenEI contents
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Finding Helpful Information

PRINT: Prepares formatted 
PDF for printing wiki content.
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Finding Helpful Information

EDIT PAGE: correct or update 
information on a page, or 
contribute additional 
information.
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Finding Helpful Information

PAGE ACTIONS: menu allows 
user to discuss, edit, view history, 
move and watch a page.
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Finding Helpful Information

HELP PAGE: tips on 
reading, searching, 
editing, querying and 
other Semantic Media 
Wiki information.
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Discussion
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Contact

Thanks, and please contact us with any other questions. 

Chris Scolari
Policy Advisor, Western Governors’ Association

csolari@westgov.org
westgov.org

http://en.openei.org/wiki/RAPID



RAPID Toolkit
This project is being managed by the 
Western Governors’ Association, in 

partnership with National Renewable Energy 
Laboratories, the Department of Energy, 
Tetra Tech, Inc., and Kearns & West, Inc.


