
Meeting held in the Tewa Grand Ballroom at the Hilton Santa Fe Buffalo Thunder 

Better Planning through Stronger Partnerships 

Wednesday, November 14, 2018
Partner Meetings and Breakfasts 
DoD-only Meeting; State Breakfast; BLM Breakfast; and Tribal Breakfast

8:00-10:00 am Registration  
Registration set up just outside main meeting room.

10:00 - 10:15 am Welcome to New Mexico and Opening Remarks  
by Mr. Keith Gardner, Chief of Staff to New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez

10:15 - 10:40 am Remarks by WRP Co-Chairs: 
• Mr. Mike Mower, Deputy Chief of Staff, Utah Governor’s Office (for the Honorable Gary 

Herbert, Governor of Utah) 
• Ms. Allison Sands, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Infrastructure (representing 

Mr. Robert McMahon, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Sustainment) 
• Mr. John F. Ruhs, Assistant Director, Fire and Aviation, Bureau of Land Management (for 

Assistant Secretary for Lands and Minerals Management, U.S. Department of Interior)

10:40 - 11:15 am WRP Overview and WRP Steering Committee Recommendations 
Presentation on WRP Mission and Decisions WRP Principals will be asked to make during 
the WRP Business Session (Day 2).  Confer Hanson Scott Award for Outstanding 
Leadership. 
• Mr. Mike Mower, WRP SC Lead Co-Chair 
• Brigadier General USAF (Ret) Hanson Scott, Kirtland Partnership Committee (Former 

Chair of WRP Steering Committee and Interim Steering Committee)

11:15 -11:45 am Keynote: Highlighting U.S. Department of Interior Reorganization 
• Ms. Amy Lueders, Regional Director, Southwest Region, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

11:45 - 12 noon Networking Break
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12 noon - 1:15 
pm

Working Lunch 
• Tribal Invocation by Council Member Idak Fierro, Chief Operations Officer, Pueblo of 

Pojoaque 
• Updates by WRP Committees and WRP Working Groups  

• WRP Energy Committee 
• WRP Military Readiness, Homeland Security, Disaster Preparedness & Aviation 

Committee 
• WRP Natural Resources Committee 
• WRP BLM Planning Temporary Working Group 
• WRP Tribal Temporary Working Group

1:15 - 1:30 pm Networking Break

1:30 - 2:50 pm Plenary Session #1: 2018 National Defense Strategy (NDS) 
DoD Secretary Mattis released the NDS in January 2018. Its focus is Sharpening the 
American Military’s Competitive Edge and it articulates DoD’s strategy to compete, deter 
and win in the current complex security environment of rapid technological change, 
challenges in every operating domain, and readiness impacted by the longest armed 
conflict in our Nation’s history on readiness. Presenters will provide an overview of the 
NDS and the impacts/implementation within the WRP Region along with their thoughts on 
how best to collaborate with DoD. 
• Panel Moderator: Ms. Allison Sands, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 

Infrastructure 
• Speakers: 

• Mr. Fred Drummond, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense Force Education and 
Training 

• Colonel Jeff Holt, Deputy Commander, Marine Corps Installations West-MCB Camp 
Pendleton  

• Mr. Jeff Jennings, Deputy to the Commanding General, U.S. Army Intelligence Center 
of Excellence, Fort Huachuca 

• Rear Admiral Lindsey, Commander, Navy Region Southwest 
• Dr. David Smith, 412 TW Installation Support Director, Edwards Air Force Base

2:50 - 3:10 pm Networking Break

3:10 - 4:30 pm Plenary Session #2: Airspace Challenges and Opportunities 
Highlighting airspace management for multiple users in light of competing interests.  
There are numerous aviation platforms with ever-increasing new technology being 
deployed. 
• Panel Moderator: Ms. Tamara Swann, Regional Administrator (Acting) FAA Western-

Pacific Region 
• Speakers: 

• Mr. Mike Cirillo, Managing Director of Air Traffic Management, Airlines for America 
• Colonel James “Flash” Frickel, Commander, HQ Utah Test and Training Range 
• Mr. John F. Ruhs, Assistant Director, Fire and Aviation, Bureau of Land Management 
• Mr. Randy Willis, Air Traffic Organization Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Integration 

Manager, FAA Headquarters
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Thursday, November 15, 2018 

4:30 - 5:00 pm Southwest Border Security Initiatives: Border Wall Update 
Mr. Paul Enriquez, Acquisition, Real Estate, and Environmental Director, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, DHS, to highlight the latest efforts regarding Border Walls and other 
Security Initiatives along the Southwest Border along with efforts to coordinate with state, 
federal and Tribal partners. Executive Order 13767, issued in January 2017, directs the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to plan, design, and construct a wall or other physical 
barriers along the Southwest Border. The U.S. Customs and Border Patrol has initiated the 
Border Wall System Program to plan and deploy new barriers and other assets.

5:00 pm Adjourn Meeting Day #1

5:00 pm Principals’ Meeting Photo

6:00 - 7:00 pm No Host Social Hour 
Location: Lobby area of Hilton Santa Fe Buffalo Thunder

7:00 - 8:00 am Buffet Breakfast (optional) 
• Principals-only breakfast in Barranca A 
• Non-Principal attendees breakfast in Tewa Grand Ballroom Main Room

8:00 - 9:30 am Plenary Session #3: Public Lands, Species, Energy and Water 
Presenters will share their perspectives on current policies to streamline planning 
processes, efforts to ensure collaborative engagement practices and areas for 
improvement. 
• Panel Moderator: Mr. John F. Ruhs, Assistant Director, Fire and Aviation, Bureau of Land 

Management  
• Speakers: 

• Mr. D. Lee Forsgren, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of Water, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 

• Mr. Timothy Hess, Associate Administrator for Federal Lands, Federal Highway 
Administration  

• Mr. Paul Souza, Regional Director, Pacific Southwest Region, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service

9:30 - 9:50 am Networking Break
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9:50 - 11:30 am Plenary Session #4: Effective Partnerships and Best Practices for Coordinated 
Planning  
Presenters will discuss their cross-collaborative efforts with state, federal and Tribal 
entities, highlighting best practices, opportunities to institutionalize engagement and 
coordination and other areas for potential improvement. 
• Panel Moderator: Mr. Astor Boozer, Regional Conservationist West, USDA-NRCS 
• Speakers: 

• Mr. Lee dePalo, Regional Administrator, FEMA Region VIII 
• Mr. Edgar E. Ruiz, Executive Director, Council of State Governments West  
• Mr. Gareth Smythe, Associate Policy Advisor and Military Land Use Planner, Governor’s 

Office of Planning and Research, Governor’s Military Council, Office of Governor 
Edmund G. Brown, Jr.  

11:30 am - 12:30 
pm

WRP Business Session and Wrap Up Discussion  
• Observations on the 2018 WRP Principals’ Meeting, Discussion and Action by WRP 

Principals 
• Adoption of WRP 2018-2019 Priority 
• Adoption of WRP 2019 Resolution Process 
• Affirmation of WRP Charter, WRP Mission/Vision 

• Announcement of 2019 WRP Principals’ Meeting 

12:30 pm Adjournment of the 2018 WRP Principals’ Meeting

1:00 pm After WRP Principals’ Meeting Dedicated to Getting Tribal Input 
Meeting in Tewa Grand Ballroom Main Room of Tribal Leaders with State and Federal 
Agencies on Tribal Issues and Better Ways to Coordinate and Work Together.

1:00 pm NRCS Hosted Tour 
Meet in hotel lobby.
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