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March 2023 Updates
WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission.  This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist to create greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions.  If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.   

In this edition of WRP Monthly updates:
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[bookmark: _Toc131516765]WRP Updates
[bookmark: _Toc123638602][bookmark: _Toc126851588][bookmark: _Toc128927945][bookmark: _Toc131516766]WRP Job Opening - - WRP Administrative Coordinator I
This position will provide administrative support to the Western Regional Partnership (WRP) and the WRP Coordinator. This position is grant funded and administered through Texas A & M. This is a new position to help augment WRP Efforts. This position is remote (meaning no location requirements). We are looking for someone with bachelor’s degree or equivalent combination of education and experience plus an additional two (2) years of related experience. Preferred Experience includes working with: Federal, state, or Tribal entities; managing multiple projects and initiatives with varying subjects, timelines, and milestones; and developing informational materials to ensure understanding across diverse audiences. The job link is available here: https://tamus.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/AgriLife_Research_External/job/Administrative-Coordinator-I_R-056352

[bookmark: _Toc123638603][bookmark: _Toc126851589][bookmark: _Toc128927946][bookmark: _Toc131516767]WRP Tribal Engagement Committee 
Please join the WRP Tribal Engagement Committee for a call on Friday, April 28th from 10:00 to 11:30 am Pacific. On this call the featured presentations are:
· Innovative Watershed-Scale Approaches by Daniel Denipah, Director, Forestry Department, Santa Clara Pueblo and Garrett Altmann, Geographic Information Systems Coordinator/Project Manager, Santa Clara Pueblo
· Cohesive Wildland Fire Strategy in the West by Katie Lighthall, Executive Director, Western Region Wildland Fire Leadership Council
Please click here to RSVP.

[bookmark: _Toc128927947][bookmark: _Toc131516768]WRP 2023-2024 priority “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster.” 
Per the survey results, and WRP SC actions, the 2023/2024 Deep-Dives in support of WRP Priority Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster are:
· Water Security/Resilience
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
Please contact amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org for more information. 

[bookmark: _Toc131516769]Energy
[bookmark: _Toc131516770]Federal Updates 
· [bookmark: _Toc131516771]Statement from President Joe Biden on LG Energy in Queen Creek, Arizona
· You’re Invited: Energy Storage and Microgrids for Energy Resilience and Reliability Webinar Series. FEMA is presenting a series of energy storage webinars in collaboration with the U.S. Department of Energy Office of Electricity Energy Storage Program and Sandia National Laboratories. Click here to learn more and register for the webinars
· [bookmark: _Toc131516773]DOE and EPA signed a Joint Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to guide new clean energy opportunities that will support access to reliable, affordable electricity and advance the United States toward the Biden-Harris Administration’s goal of a net-zero economy by 2050.
[bookmark: _Toc131516774]FERC: Presentation & Report | 2022 State of the Markets
[bookmark: _Toc97137903][bookmark: _Toc131516775]DOE
· DOE Announces $250 Million for Federal Agencies to Advance Net-Zero Projects and Save Taxpayers Money
· Combined 'SuperLab' Demonstrates Unique Hybrid Power Plant
· DOE Announces Over $200 Million to Modernize and Expand Hydropower
· DOE announced the release of its Offshore Wind Energy Strategy, a first of its kind, comprehensive summary of the Department’s efforts to meet President Biden’s goal to deploy 30 gigawatts (GW) of offshore wind energy by 2030 and set the nation on a pathway to 110 GW or more by 2050.
· Quantum Sensing Has 'Critical' Potential for Electrical Grid, Official Says 
· Request for Information: Solar Fuels and Solar Thermal Energy Storage Responses are due April 14.
· Full Steam Ahead: Unearthing the Power of Geothermal
· U.S. power consumption is slated to fall from its record-high last year in 2023 amid slower economic growth and milder weather, the U.S. Energy Information Administration said yesterday in its Short-Term Energy Outlook.
[bookmark: _Toc97137904][bookmark: _Toc131516776]DOI: Interior Department Announces Start of Turbine Construction for Commercial-Scale, Offshore Wind Energy Project in Federal Waters
[bookmark: _Toc97137905][bookmark: _Toc131516777]DOI-BLM
· BLM authorizes renewable energy transmission line in Doña Ana County
· BLM to offer 1,064 acres for solar lease auction
· 88 FR 17005 - Notice of Segregation of Public Land for the Mosey Solar Project, Clark and Nye Counties, Nevada Federal Register. Notices. Notice. Tuesday, March 21, 2023.
USDA: Biden-Harris Administration Announces Availability of $1 Billion to Help Farmers, Ranchers and Rural Businesses Invest in Renewable Energy Systems and Energy-Efficiency Improvements
EPA: Biden-Harris Administration Proposes Stronger Limits on Water Pollution from Power Plants

[bookmark: _Toc131516778]State Updates
· Governors Call for Energy and Permitting Compromise
CA
· CEC Adopts Resolution Supporting California Tribal Energy Sovereignty
· CEC Business Meeting Agenda - April 12, 2023
· Newsom touts lithium development near Salton Sea, counters rural fears
WGA
· As part of Governor Polis’ Chair Initiative, The Heat Beneath Our Feet, WGA hosted a webinar to discuss strategies for incentivizing geothermal development, including ways that states can best leverage the new, “technology neutral” tax credits in the Inflation Reduction Act and provide developers with more predictable funding mechanisms. Learn more about renewable energy tax credits by watching the webinar below. The Heat beneath Our Feet Webinar Series, here.
· Learn about strategies for integrating geothermal energy onto the grid

[bookmark: _Toc131516779]Tribal Updates
· Tribal Energy Sovereignty in California
· On March 2, the California Energy Commission (CEC) approved a resolution recognizing and committing the agency to support California tribal energy sovereignty and independence. The resolution was approved during a first-of-its-kind meeting between Native American tribal leaders and commissioners from the CEC and California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC).

[bookmark: _Toc131516780]Regional
· The 17-Year Saga to Build the SunZia Power Line Is a Cautionary Tale | Financial Post 
· NextEra CEO Says Offshore Wind a Bad Bet



[bookmark: _Toc131516781]Natural Resources
[bookmark: _Toc131516782]Federal Updates
· [bookmark: _Toc131516783]FACT SHEET: Biden-⁠Harris Administration Takes New Action to Conserve and Restore America’s Lands and Waters
· A Proclamation Establishing the Castner Range National Monument
· Remarks by President Biden at the White House Conservation in Action Summit
· 88 FR 17987 - Establishment of the Avi Kwa Ame National Monument Federal Register. Presidential Proclamation 10533. Monday, March 27, 2023.
· Interior and Defense Departments Launch Readiness and Recreation Initiative to Preserve Green Spaces, Enhance Recreation Opportunities around Military Installations
· President Biden Designates Castner Range National Monument
· Feds plan $250M to help save the Colorado River
[bookmark: _Toc131516790]DOI
· Interior Department Releases Proposed Plan to Guide the Balanced Management of Public Lands
· Biden-Harris Administration, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Announce Up To $116 Million for Locally Led Conservation Projects
· Major Milestone Reached for Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Habitat Recovery, Water Supply Project in Utah
· Inflation Reduction Act Invests Over $120 Million in Proven Projects to Advance Climate Resilience, Conservation and Equity
· Advisory Committee Charts a Path Forward for Controlling Destructive Invasive Species
· Interior Department Announces $417 Million for Recreation and Restoration Projects in Nevada and California
· Secretary Haaland Applauds President Biden’s Designation of Avi Kwa Ame National Monument in Nevada
· President’s Proposed 2024 Budget Investments Will Advance Commitments to Tribal Nations, Climate Resilience, Clean Energy, Conservation, Environmental Justice and American Jobs
· Interior Department Takes Action to Strengthen Endangered Species Act
· Interior Department Announces Significant Action to Restore Bison Populations as Part of New Restoration and Resilience Framework
[bookmark: _Toc97137916][bookmark: _Toc131516791]DOI-BLM
· [bookmark: _Toc131516792][bookmark: _Toc97137917]Threatened and Endangered Species Program. To conserve and recover federally-listed and Bureau sensitive animal and plant species and their habitat on public lands. Due: May 16, 2023. Learn more
· [bookmark: _Toc131516793]Wildlife Program. For managing habitats for wildlife species that depend on public lands for all or part of their lifecycle. Due: May 16, 2023. Learn more
· [bookmark: _Toc131516794]California Threatened and Endangered Species Program. To conserve and recover federally-listed and Bureau sensitive animal and plant species and their habitat on public lands. Due: May 5, 2023  Learn more
[bookmark: _Toc131516795]DOI-USFWS
· Second review finds Joshua trees do not require protection under the Endangered Species Act
· USFWS awards $39.2 million to support 95 fish habitat conservation projects nationwide, including 11 in California. Learn more
· 88 FR 16933 - Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 90-Day Findings for 4 Species  Includes Inyo Rock Daisy
· US Fish and Wildlife Service Announces $20 Million in Grants to Support Boating Infrastructure, Local Communities and Outdoor Recreation
[bookmark: _Toc97137918][bookmark: _Toc131516796]DOI-Bureau of Reclamation
· Reclamation is requesting input from Colorado River stakeholders for the development of the Lower Colorado River Basin System Conservation and Efficiency Program (LC Conservation Program).  More Info  LC Conservation Program
· Reclamation recently announced a $30 million opportunity for the Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Program. Funding is available at a 35% cost share to states, Tribes, water authorities, and non-profits that are working in partnership with other eligible applicants. Funding supports study, design, and construction of collaborative projects that restore ecosystems. Generally, these projects improve wildlife and aquatic habitat, including improved fish passage, and funding is available for between $500k and $2 mil for study and design, and between $3 and $20 mil for construction. Deadline to apply is June 1st, and the opportunity number on grants.gov is R23AS00106.
[bookmark: _Toc97137919][bookmark: _Toc131516797]DOI-USGS
· New tool models the future for wild horses on public lands
· Bipartisan Infrastructure Law helps map critical mineral resources in Utah
· Bipartisan Infrastructure Law helps map critical mineral resources in New Mexico
[bookmark: _Toc131516798][bookmark: _Toc97137921]DOE
· [bookmark: _Toc131516799]DOE and the National Alliance for Water Innovation (NAWI) announced the selection of 12 projects that will improve the energy efficiency of desalination and water reuse technologies across the country.
[bookmark: _Toc131516800]EPA
· Biden-Harris Administration Announces $775 Million Investment in America for Clean Water Infrastructure Upgrades
· EPA Proposes National Primary Drinking Water Regulation for Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS). On March 14, EPA proposed the first-ever national drinking water standard for six PFAS in the latest action under President Biden’s plan to combat PFAS pollution and Administrator Regan’s PFAS Strategic Roadmap. Through this action, EPA is taking a major step to protect public health from PFAS pollution, leveraging the latest science and complementing state efforts to limit PFAS by proposing to establish legally enforceable levels for six PFAS known to occur in drinking water.
· NEW EPA Water Reuse Resource Hub is LIVE. This latest tool from EPA’s Water Reuse Program organizes key resources for water reuse practitioners by end-use application. Each end-use includes links to state policies, webinars, information about sources of waters typical for the end-use, and publications.
· Federal “Good Neighbor Plan” for the 2015 Ozone National Ambient Air Quality
· EPA Climate Pollution Reduction Grants–Planning and Implementation
· Biden-Harris Administration Proposes Stronger Limits on Water Pollution from Power Plants
· Biden-Harris Administration Announces Availability of $16 Million for Pollution Prevention in Environmental Justice Communities
· EPA Releases Water Systems Cyber Requirement in Tandem with National Strategy 
[bookmark: _Toc97137923][bookmark: _Toc131516801]
NOAA
· February 2023 was Earth’s 4th warmest on record
· A look at the Climate Mapping for Resilience and Adaptation tool, can be found here: http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/workshops/webinars/2023/01/index.html 

[bookmark: _Toc131516802]State Updates 
AZ
· Despite growing by 6 million people, Arizona uses less water than it did in 1957 – thanks in large part to the 1980 Groundwater Management Code. More Info  Arizona Water Factsheets
· The Salt River is flowing in AZ
· The Arizona Department of Water Resources has a Statewide Planning newsletter “to notify stakeholders of funding opportunities related to infrastructure and water conservation funds that may be available to the public to assist in local water conservation and infrastructure projects.” Read ADWR's Latest Newsletter  More Info
CA
· Governor Newsom Eases Drought Restrictions
· A report identifying the state’s most important areas for wildlife connectivity projects has been released by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Restoring California’s Wildlife Connectivity 2022 identifies the human-made infrastructure that are the greatest barriers to wildlife movement.
CO: Emerging Technologies to Improve Water Resource Management in Colorado
NV: Las Vegas water agency seeks power to limit residential use
NM: New Mexico passes Conservation Funding bill

[bookmark: _Toc131516803]Tribal Updates
· Biden-Harris administration awards $67 million construction contract for continued progress on the Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project’s San Juan Lateral
· Biden-Harris Administration Invests More Than $12 Million In Support of the Tribal Forest Protection Act
· Navajo Nation leaders attend U.S. Supreme Court hearing in support of Arizona water claims.
· Supreme Court seems split in Navajo Nation water rights case
· Navajo Nation Case for Colorado River Rights
· Biden-Harris Administration Invests More Than $12 Million In Support of the Tribal Forest Protection Act
· [bookmark: _Toc131516810]President Biden visiting Southern Nevada for designation of Avi Kwa Ame

[bookmark: _Toc131516811]Regional Updates
· The 2023 Catalyst Fund RFP is out, with proposals due by April 21. Visit the Catalyst Fund page of our website for more information on the how to apply. Proposal submissions are due by Friday, April 21 and we anticipate announcing grant awards by August 2023.
· The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation is accepting project proposals for grants under the America the Beautiful Challenge. The challenge coordinates funding from several federal agencies to support large-scale, locally led, conservation and restoration projects. Proposals must be submitted by Thursday, April 20.
· Facing Drought, Western States Seek to Deny Groundwater to Foreigners
· Wildlife Connectivity, Corridors and Crossings Conference – Co-Sponsored by NAFWS - May 9th and 10th - Tucson, Arizona.  Register here!  
· The Flood-Managed Aquifer Recharge (Flood-MAR) Network has launched the Flood-MAR Hub.
· National Coastal Resilience Fund. To create and restore natural systems to increase protection for communities from current and future coastal hazards and improve habitats for fish and wildlife species. Pre-Proposal Due: April 12, 2023. Learn more
WGA: 
· WGA provides feedback to the House regarding forest management and Title VIII of the Farm Bill
WestFAST
· March WestFAST Newsletter is posted to the WSWC website - -California drought cut by half with more relief to come; Biden-Harris Administration Proposes First-Ever National Standard to Protect Communities from PFAS in Drinking Water; Secretary Vilsack Convenes State Agriculture Leaders from the Colorado River Basin as Part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s Comprehensive Approach to Address Unprecedented Drought in the Region; The Past, Present and Future of USGS Streamgages; and more.
WRRC
· WRRC Weekly Wave – March 24, 2023
· WRRC Weekly Wave – March 17, 2023
· WRRC Weekly Wave – March 10, 2023
· WRRC Weekly Wave – March 3, 2023

[bookmark: _Toc131516812]Military Readiness, Homeland Security, 
[bookmark: _Toc97137933][bookmark: _Toc131516813]Disaster Preparedness and Aviation
[bookmark: _Toc131516814]Military Readiness
[bookmark: _Toc97137935][bookmark: _Toc131516815]DoD
· Cyber Command, NSA Successes Point Way to Future
· DoD STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT PLAN for Fiscal Years 2022 – 2026
· GAO tells Congress: Pentagon still needs a portfolio plan for tactical aviation
· ADC Launches ‘America’s Defense Communities | The Podcast’
· Tactical Aircraft:  Technical, Delivery, and Affordability Challenges Complicate DOD's Ability to Upgrade Its Aging Fleet  Statement of Jon R Ludwigson, Director, Contracting and National Security Acquisitions GAO-23-106694, March 29
· The DOD Office of Local Community Cooperation is now accepting applications for the Defense Community Infrastructure Pilot (DCIP) Program. The official grant notice is available here. OLDCC also released a fact sheet about the program. DCIP “is designed to address deficiencies in community infrastructure, supportive of a military installation, in order to enhance military value, installation resilience, and military family quality of life,” the fact sheet says. Proposals are due June 23.
· The 2023 California Defense Leadership Summit will take place in Sacramento May 24-25. The summit is presented by ADC and the California Governor’s Military Council and is now open for registration.
· Military quietly stops buying Ospreys as aircraft faces an uncertain future
· Pentagon, Interior launch new program to protect land around bases
· DOD Announces Six New Measures to Enhance Well-Being of Military Force and Their Families
· Pentagon To Halt Use Of Firefighting Foam That Contains PFAS As Cleanup Costs Mount
· Reagan Foundation Report Fails U.S. on Defense Innovation
· Here's Everything We Know About the Pentagon's 2024 Budget Proposal 
· Department of Defense Releases the President's Fiscal Year 2024 Defense Budget
· Statement by Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III on the President's Fiscal Year 2024 Budget
· Department of Defense raises concerns over Chinese 'spy-cranes' at ports
· In message to force, Austin touts ‘once-in-a-generation’ investments
· Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III Message to the Force
[bookmark: _Toc131516816][bookmark: _Toc97137936]REPI
· Past webinar  - Lessons Learned: Navigating Federal Resilience Programs recording
· Upcoming webinar -April 5th 2023 REPI Report to Congress (1:00 PM Eastern Time) see webinar page.
· DOD Climate Resilience Workshop: July 10-13, St. Louis, Missouri https://www.dodclimateworkshop.org 
· DOD and DOI Partnership Provides $80 Million to Preserve Natural Landscapes Around Military Installations and Enhance Outdoor Recreation Opportunities: https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3337361/dod-and-doi-partnership-provides-80-million-to-preserve-natural-landscapes-arou/ 
· 2023 America the Beautiful Challenge RFP: NFWF will distribute $116 million to projects that conserve, connect, and restore critical lands, waters, and wildlife. Sentinel Landscape Grants - Projects in this category must demonstrate benefit to DOD facilities and be in the vicinity of or ecologically linked to a DOD installation or range. Eligible applicants: Non-profits, local municipal governments, and educational institutions, States, U.S. territories, and Tribes. Size: $250,000 to $1.5 million. Length: 2 to 4 years. https://www.repi.mil/Portals/44/Documents/Resilience/Complementary%20Programs/2023%20ATBC/2023_ATBC_RFP.pdf 
· Sentinel Landscapes 2022 Accomplishments Report: https://sentinellandscapes.org/media/cgxbk2l4/2022-sentinel-landscapes-accomplishments-report.pdf
· SL Newsletter: https://repiprogram.createsend1.com/t/d-e-zhttrdk-l-r/ 
[bookmark: _Toc131516817]USAF
· [bookmark: _Toc131516818]How self-flying F-16s will enable future fighter drones
· US Air Force conducts hypersonic test, but full results are unclear
· The Air Force Is Rebuilding Its Pacific Plans Around the B-21 
· Air Force Won't Buy Hypersonic Missiles in 2024, Official Says 
· Air Force proposes stagnant workforce, flight time in FY24 budget
· Air Force Abandons New F-35 Engine in Favor of Upgrades 
· US Air Force wants to retire all A-10s by 2029
· Air Force Must 'Reintroduce' Itself to America, Recruiting Service Commander Says
· What Air Force leaders are considering to better defend forward bases
· US Air Force eyes fleet of 1,000 drone wingmen as planning accelerates
· Kendall reveals new details on Air Force plans: 1,000 CCAs, 200 NGAD fighters 
· Air Force Wants More Planes Faster—Plus a Thousand Drone Wingmen 
· The Reaper UAV is getting its own drone swarm
· Perennial pilot shortage puts Air Force in precarious position
[bookmark: _Toc131516832]Army
· US Army plans test for combining new air defense capabilities
· Army Wishlist: Tank Upgrades, Augmented Reality 
· The Army keeps getting smaller
· Army to seek multiyear munitions buys in next budget
[bookmark: _Toc97137938][bookmark: _Toc131516833]Navy
· US Navy prioritizes ‘game-changing’ rearming capability for ships
· US Navy pitches short, readiness-focused budget wish list to Congress
· Navy announces new NAVAIR and NAVSEA commanders
· Why the US Navy wants to retire eight ships early
· Fewer Than 1/3 of Navy's Amphibious Ships Are Ready to Deploy 
· Commandant pushes amphibious warship funding as next budget emerges
· Fallon Range Training Complex Modernization Granted by FY23 National Defense Authorization Act. The National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 was enacted into law on December 23, 2022. This act granted the Navy’s proposed expansion and modernization. The Navy will continue to work with stakeholders to execute the legislation. For more information and to view an updated map, please visit www.frtcmodernization.com/Project-Updates. Fallon Range Training Complex Modernization www.FRTCModernization.com
[bookmark: _Toc97137939][bookmark: _Toc131516834]USMC
· Top Marine acknowledges mechanical issues with new amphibious vehicles
· New commanding general named for West Coast Marine expeditionary force
· What will Marine Corps bases look like by 2030?
· Marines accelerate Force Design transformation in FY24 budget request
· We have to adapt: Marine commandant says future dominance depends on ability to change
· Corps plans to spend more money on retaining, training Marines
· US Marines begin four-phase experiment with light amphibious surrogate
· To prepare for a Pacific island fight, Marines hide and attack in California
[bookmark: _Toc97137940][bookmark: _Toc131516835]Space Force
· Space Force seeking more narrowband communication satellites
· Air Force CROWS wants to expand cyber defenses within Space Force
· Space Force chief outlines 3-part ‘competitive endurance’ theory aimed at ‘space superiority’

[bookmark: _Toc131516836]Homeland Security/Disaster Preparedness
· [bookmark: _Toc131516837][bookmark: _Toc97137942]Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro N. Mayorkas convened a meeting of the Homeland Security Advisory Council (“the Council”) at the White House to discuss how the Department can enhance supply chain security, improve efforts of intelligence and information sharing capabilities, promote greater transparency, improve customer service, and expand on its Homeland Security Technology and Innovation Network. To learn more about the Council, including its taskings, reports, and recommendations, visit DHS.gov/Homeland-Security-Advisory-Council
· Disaster Assistance:  Action Needed to Improve Resilience, Response, and Recovery GAO-23-106544, March 15
· [bookmark: _Toc131516839]The Cal OES State Mitigation Planning Unit is accepting public comments for the draft 2023 State of California Hazard Mitigation Plan (SHMP).
[bookmark: _Toc131516840]FEMA
· ICYMI: FEMA Administrator Criswell Speaks to National Emergency Management Association
· FEMA Releases New Hazard Mitigation Assistance Guide
· FEMA Seeks Input on National Disaster Resilience Guidance
· FEMA is accepting applications to the Safeguarding Tomorrow Revolving Loan Fund grant program. Loans will be available to help local governments satisfy non-federal cost share requirements under FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance programs, update building codes adoption, and enforcement and make zoning and land use changes. The funding notice is available at Grants.gov. Eligible entities must apply for funding using the Non-Disaster (ND) Grants Management System (ND Grants). Applications must be received by 3 p.m. ET on April 28.
· FEMA updated the Federal Interagency Operations Plan for federal disaster response and recovery efforts to support the National Response Framework and National Disaster Recovery Framework. Learn more at Federal Interagency Operational Plans | FEMA.gov.
· FEMA Publishes Preparedness Grants Manual
· Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program. To plan for and implement sustainable cost-effective measures designed to reduce the risk to individuals and property from future natural hazards, while also reducing reliance on federal funding from future natural disasters. Due: April 14, 2023. Learn more
Cyber
· FACT SHEET: Biden-⁠Harris Administration Announces National Cybersecurity Strategy
· Readout of Space Systems Cybersecurity Executive Forum Hosted by the Office of the National Cyber Director and the National Space Council
· Executive Order on Prohibition on Use by the United States Government of Commercial Spyware that Poses Risks to National Security
· Acting National Cyber Director Explains New Cybersecurity Strategy to Congress  
[bookmark: _Toc97137944][bookmark: _Toc131516841]Wildfire
· FACT SHEET: Biden-⁠Harris Administration Provides Communities Resources to Bolster Resilience to Wildfires in Advance of 2023 Fire Season
· Wildfire response: A system on the brink?
· Using our nation’s forest inventory to open carbon markets to family forest owners
· Biden-Harris Administration Invests $197M to Address Wildfire Risk Across State, Private and Tribal Lands. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced on March 21, 2023 that the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service is investing $197 million in 100 project proposals benefiting 22 states and seven tribes, as part of the Community Wildfire Defense Grant (CWDG) program.
· 2023 Colorado Wildland Fire Conference. This year, the Colorado Wildland Fire Conference will be held in Fort Collins, Colorado on April 12th and April 13th. Registration
· Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service is investing $197 million in 100 project proposals benefiting 22 states and seven tribes, as part of the Community Wildfire Defense Grant program. Funded by President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the Community Wildfire Defense Grant program helps communities, tribes, non-profit organizations, state forestry agencies and Alaska Native corporations plan for and mitigate wildfire risks as the nation faces an ongoing wildfire crisis. For more information on funded proposals by state, visit www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/fire/grants/funded-proposals.
· Roadmap for Wildfire Resilience: Solutions for a Paradigm Shift
· Wildfire Smoke:  Opportunities to Strengthen Federal Efforts to Manage Growing Risks GAO-23-104723, March 13
· The West’s iconic forests are increasingly struggling to recover from wildfires – altering how fires burn could boost their chances  
DOI: Secretary Haaland Announces Nearly $50 Million for Wildfire Mitigation and Resilience from Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
USFS
· The U.S. Forest Service awarded nearly $200 million through 100 grants nationwide, including 33 in California, to reduce wildfire risk in communities. Learn more
· From New Mexico: Cross-boundary partnership brings together lands and people to prevent future wildfires
USDA: Danielle Okst Selected as Executive Director for CWSF and WFLC
AZ
· From Arizona: Wildfires across the West are killing more trees — making it harder for forests to regrow
· Arizona forests face catastrophic change
· Wet winter will have scattered impacts on holding back wildfires
CA
· Lessons learned from California's Caldor Fire, and how to prevent the next big one
· Inside the world of California's fire-reducing goats, a quirky but popular weapon against California's wildfire epidemic
· Mapping California’s ‘zombie’ forests
CO
· Polis Administration Announces Colorado Communities Receive Millions in Funding for Forest Restoration and Wildfire Mitigation Efforts
· From Colorado: Beetles continue to cause forest health concerns
NV
· Governor Lombardo Announces Executive Order Establishing Nevada’s Energy Policy Objectives
NM
· From New Mexico: Recent rainfall creates uncertainty for wildfire season
· From New Mexico: Post-wildfire conditions result in poor recovery for fish
UT: With global warming ‘not going away,’ Romney says federal government should look to Utah to prevent wildfires

[bookmark: _Toc131516842]Aviation
· Calif. airport planning sustainable future
[bookmark: _Toc97137955][bookmark: _Toc131516844]FAA
· FAA Announces $20 Million in Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Funding to Modernize 29 Airport Control Towers Across US
· Acting FAA Chief Testifies on Safety, Concerns About Close Calls
[bookmark: _Toc97137956][bookmark: _Toc131516845]UAV/Drones
· Lawmakers look to ease path for AAM R&D
· Infographic: Drones are creating quite a buzz

[bookmark: _Toc131516846]Spectrum
· NTIA is seeking a new Member for the FirstNet Authority Board
· The Colorado Broadband Office launched a new broadband Mapping Hub which is a resource for providers, cities, and communities to assist in broadband planning, finding partnerships, and applying for broadband funding. Explore the Broadband Mapping Hub.
· FCC spectrum auction authority lapses amid questions on military need 
· STRATCOM wrapping spectrum ops center plan, as military faces bandwidth grab by 5G firms


[bookmark: _Toc131516847]GIS
· The California Water Data Consortium interviewed water leaders to better understand the data challenges they face. These leaders articulated how water data infrastructure issues impact their ability to make informed water management decisions and plan for long-term supply reliability.

[bookmark: _Toc131516848]Miscellaneous
· President’s Proposed $1.7 Billion Budget for BLM Provides Investments toward Achieving Climate and Economic Goals While Working with Communities
· White House Marks Two-Year Anniversary of American Rescue Plan. The Biden-Harris Administration celebrates the two-year anniversary of the American Rescue Plan Act and its impact on economic recovery, job growth, and transformative investments led by state and local governments. Learn more
· [bookmark: _Toc131516849]President's FY2024 Budget Released. The Biden-Harris Administration releases the President’s $6.8 trillion budget for Fiscal Year 2024. Learn more Fact sheet
[bookmark: _Toc97137966][bookmark: _Toc131516850]Infrastructure/Transportation
· FACT SHEET: Biden-⁠Harris Administration Announces New Private and Public Sector Investments for Affordable Electric Vehicles
· With Biden Administration Approval, California Ushers in New Era of Clean Trucks
· Biden-Harris Administration Opens Applications for First Round of $2.5 Billion Program to Build EV Charging in Communities & Neighborhoods Nationwide
· Biden-Harris Administration Announces Availability of Nearly $8.9 Million for Tribal Transit Projects Nationwide
· FHWA Activates Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Program
· [bookmark: _Toc131516856]Tribal Transportation Program Safety Fund. Forecast: For Native American tribal governments (Federally recognized): For strategies, activities, and projects on a public road that are consistent with a transportation safety plan and that correct or improve a hazardous road location or feature or address a highway safety problem. Due: January 15, 2024. Learn more
· [bookmark: _Toc131516857]Pollution Prevention Grants: Environmental Justice in Communities. To address environmental justice priorities and improve human health and the environment in disadvantaged communities by providing pollution prevention technical assistance to businesses on source reduction, also known as pollution prevention. Due: June 6, 2023  Learn more
· Understanding the State DOT Role in Fostering Transportation De-carbonization
· Engaging State DOTs with Non-Traditional Partners More Effectively
· Where State DOTs, Transportation Planning, and Land Use Intersect
· FHWA Issues Revised IIJA Guidance Memo
[bookmark: _Toc97137987][bookmark: _Toc131516862]States
· Foreign-Held Farmland Has Some States Worried
· Tax Revenue Growth Slowing Down
AZ
· Governor Hobbs Announces Reorganization of Leadership Roles
· Governor Hobbs Congratulates Jennifer Toth On Her Confirmation as Director of Arizona Department of Transportation
CA: Reconnecting Communities Grants Awarded to California. Learn more
WGA
· The annual 2023 Western Prosperity Roundtable, hosted in Bozeman by Governor Greg Gianforte on May 17-18, will convene community members, policymakers, and experts to discuss strategies for strengthening community resources and ensuring smart and sustainable development to effectively manage the growing West. Register here
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