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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission.  This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions.  If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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WRP 2023-2024 Priority is “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster.” Per the survey results, and WRP SC actions, the 2023/2024 Deep-Dives in support of WRP Priority “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster” are:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
Please contact amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org for more information.
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· In case you missed it, here is the recording to the December 4th WRP webinar highlighting the tools and resources available by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to assist with climate change, climate predictions, and weather-related planning efforts. 
· The 2024 WRP Principals’ Meeting will take place in Colorado on May 1-2.  WRP Principals’ Meeting provides an opportunity to learn more about issues impacting the region and to network with other senior policy-level colleagues representing states, federal and tribal government. Together, WRP Principals will develop strategies and actions for addressing identified issues and priorities over the next year.
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Continue U.S. Clean Energy Manufacturing Boom and                             Strengthen America’s Energy Security 
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December 2023 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 11
Chairman's Reliability Report | A Year in Review
Blackstart Study Recommends Collaboration, Planning for Resilience
Presentation & Report | FERC-NERC-Regional Entity Joint Blackstart and Next-Start Resource Availability Study in the Texas Interconnection
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EIA expects combined U.S. solar and wind electricity generation to surpass coal-fired generation in 2024
U.S. Department of the Treasury and IRS Release Guidance on Hydrogen Production Credit 
New initiative to support states and local communities as they plan for and evaluate proposed development of large renewable energy facilities. 
DOE Announces MOUs With Hopi Tribe, Navajo Nation
New Projects Aim to Strengthen U.S. Distributed Wind Supply Chain
Grand Challenges Revisited: Wind Energy Research Needs for a Global Energy Transition
DOE announced results of an analysis highlighting that, deployed at mass scale, geothermal heat pumps (GHPs) could decarbonize heating and cooling and save energy in U.S. buildings while reducing the need for new grid transmission.
NREL and Amazon Aim To Create Guidebook for Emissions Impact Analysis
Funding Opportunities:
· $59 Million to Advance the National Clean Hydrogen Strategy. Due January 26, 2024
· DOE Announces up to $7 million for Solar Energy Evolution and Diffusion Studies 4. Concept papers are due by January 30, 2024
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DOI Publishes Final 2024–2029 National Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program, Enabling Offshore Wind Industry to Progress
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BLM seeks comment on proposed transmission line improvements
Notice of Intent in the Federal Register to “Amend Resource Management Plans for Section 368 Energy Corridor Revisions and Prepare an Associated Environmental Impact Statement.” Comments due February 2, 2024. More info: BLM National NEPA Register. Press Release: BLM to Analyze Potential Changes to West-wide Energy Corridors
$2.5 million cultural landscape study and predictive model to better site and process renewable energy development applications in the California Desert Conservation Area.
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States Take Another Look at Nuclear Power to Combat Climate Change 
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CEC Awards $30 Million to 100-Hour, Long-Duration Energy Storage Project
California Joins Global Offshore Wind Alliance in Ambitious Commitment
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Renewable energy makes up less than 1% of record-breaking state land revenue
New Mexico extends ban on oil and gas leasing around Chaco park, an area sacred to Native Americans
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U.S. Department of Energy Reaffirms Commitment to Buy Tribal Energy
DOE Seeks Tribal Leader and ANC Leader Input on Draft Consultation Policy Updates. Comments due Jan. 31, 2024 to tribalconsultation@hq.doe.gov. More info available here.
DOE’s new Tribal Guide to Solar Energy. DOE published the Addressing Regulatory Challenges to Tribal Solar Deployment Guidebook.
DOE Leads Interagency Agreement with the Hopi Tribe and the Navajo Nation to Advance an Equitable Clean Energy Transition
More than 200 Tribal members and leaders, Tribal energy champions and partners, DOE staff, and other interested parties gathered in Denver for the 2023 Office of Indian Energy Program Review.
2024 DOE Tribal Clean Energy Summit on February 27-28, 2024 at the Pechanga Resort Casino in Temecula, California. Register now
Feds invest $2.5 million to better identify desert tribal sacred sites
Native American community breaks ground on historic clean energy project
Federal Infrastructure Dollars to Upgrade Fragile Indian Country Power Grid
Funding Opportunities
· Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program 
· $8.8 million available for Tribes
· Application deadline April 30, 2024.
· EECBG Comprehensive Guide for Indian Tribes
· Tribal Clean Energy Funding Opportunities - 
· GRIP Program–Round 2: $3.9 billion. Required concept papers due Jan. 12, 2024.
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Biden needs a fast expansion of the electric grid. One project waited 17 years for its permits.
The U.S. is aiming for 30 gigawatts of offshore wind power by 2030.
Texas power plants have no responsibility to provide electricity in emergencies, judges rule
Will Pipelines Be Repurposed For HVDC Transmission? 
Renewables are cleaning the grid. They're also messing it up
Geothermal energy now helps power Google’s desert data centers
New life for old coal: Mine lands and power plants are hot renewable development spots
Energy Institute at Haas / GridLab release new paper: “Accelerating Transmission Expansion by Using Advanced Conductors in Existing Right-of-Way”
SunZia:
· Pattern Energy Closes $11 Billion Financing of Largest Clean Energy Infrastructure Project in U.S. History
· Pattern Energy secures $11bn financing for SunZia project
· California CCAs Sign Contracts for Supply From New Mexico Wind Project 
· Construction resumes on SunZia Transmission Project following temporary suspension
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WGA to join the National Renewable Energy Laboratory for a webinar on state geothermal regulations
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FACT SHEET: Biden-Harris Administration Advances Commitment to Protect Old Growth Forests on National Forest System Lands
The Sentinel Landscapes Partnership Newsletter Winter 2023 Edition
White House pledges $1B to restore Salmon
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More Than $51 Million to Restore and Protect Rivers and Watersheds
New Water Conservation Agreements in California to Protect the Colorado River System
Secretary Haaland Designates 18 New Sites of Natural, Historical Significance
$16.5 Million to Support Tribes Impacted by Drought
Assistant Secretary Estenoz Affirms DOI’s Commitment to Tackling the Climate Crisis at COP28
Interior Department Announces New Actions in Support of Nature-Based Solutions
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· BLM invests $2.5 million for cultural landscape study and predictive modeling in California Desert 
· Funding Opportunities:
· California Threatened and Endangered Species Program: To conserve and recover over 330 federally-listed and over 2,700 Bureau sensitive animal and plant species and their habitat on public lands in collaboration with other BLM programs and partners. Due: February 2, 2024
· California Plant Conservation and Restoration Management: For developing genetically appropriate native plant material/seed for use in habitat restoration; implementing and assessing seed-based restoration techniques/efforts; and inventorying, monitoring, and restoring rare plant species and their associated communities. Due: February 2, 2024
· California Forest and Woodlands Resource Management: For activities that promote forest and woodland health, sustainable forest management, fire resiliency, biomass utilization for bioenergy, habitat conservation needs, and insect, disease and fire recovery. Due: February 5
[bookmark: _Toc139290513][bookmark: _Toc139290623][bookmark: _Toc139291385][bookmark: _Toc139291554][bookmark: _Toc139291707][bookmark: _Toc142033635][bookmark: _Toc142078793][bookmark: _Toc144806389][bookmark: _Toc144832063][bookmark: _Toc144832239][bookmark: _Toc144832302][bookmark: _Toc147496133][bookmark: _Toc149916425][bookmark: _Toc149922542][bookmark: _Toc152563705][bookmark: _Toc155260117][bookmark: _Toc155266246][bookmark: _Toc142033633]DOI-Bureau of Reclamation
New Agreement with Imperial Irrigation District to Save 100,000 Acre-Feet of Water in Colorado River System
Public negotiations for Delta-Mendota Canal and Jones Pumping Plant Extraordinary Maintenance work
$72 Million from Investing in America Agenda to Restore the Salton Sea
Several New Water Conservation Agreements in California to Protect the Colorado River System
More Than $51 Million to Restore and Protect Rivers and Watersheds
Funding Opportunities
· The Cooperative Watershed Management Program, which offers phase I funding to design projects, form watershed collaboratives, and conduct watershed planning for up to $300k over 3 years with no cost-share requirement. Proposals due September 3rd, 2024 
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National Dialogue Initiated on Working Landscapes and Gray Wolves
Draft recovery plan released for endangered San Bernardino kangaroo rat  
ESA Turns 50
Endangered Species Act Supports Collaborative Conservation
Two Arizona Land Snails Do Not Warrant ESA Listing
Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for continuation of the Colorado River Recovery Programs (Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish Recovery Program and the San Juan River Basin Recovery Implementation Program [UCREFRP/SJRIP]). The 30-day public comment period ends January 11. Comments to: coloradoriverrecovery@fws.gov. Info: websites.   
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USGS Groundwater and Streamflow Monitoring Funding: funding opportunity to state or local water-resources agencies that collect groundwater data to participate in the National Ground-Water Monitoring Network (NGWMN). Due January 18. Opportunity number: G24AS00405.
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EPA Moved Further and Faster Than Ever Before in 2023
EPA proposes all lead pipes be replaced within 10  years  
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NOAA seeks applications for 2024 urban heat island initiative
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USDA Proposal to amend all 128 forest land management plans to conserve and steward old-growth forest conditions on national forests and grasslands nationwide. Public comments submitted via webform here.
Set of scorecards detail conservation investments and outcomes made for Sage Grouse, Lesser Prairie-Chickens, and Southwestern Willow Flycatchers.
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American Forests Partners with USDA Forest Service to Expand Reforestation across National Forests
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Western States Water Newsletter
After Clean Water Act ruling, states that want to protect affected wetlands need millions
This land is our land: States crack down on foreign-owned farm fields 
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ADEQ is accepting applications for the 2024 Arizona Sewer Overflow and Stormwater Reuse Municipal Grant (OSG) Program for sewer overflow and stormwater reuse pilot projects. Learn More & Apply.  Email the application to rowe.julia@azdeq.gov by Feb. 29, 2024
Download Application Form
Virtual Meeting: ADEQ is working on rules that will allow us to establish and operate a Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) permitting program for Arizona. View CCR Rulemaking Page. Jan. 9, 2024 at 1 p.m. RSVP View Event Web Page
2023 Arizona Drought Preparedness Annual Report
The Arizona Department of Water Resources recently released the first seven supply and demand assessments for the state’s groundwater basins. 
USBR announces a total of 18 Colorado River conservation agreements with Arizona entities 
U.S. Department of Justice initiates water rights decree for San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area
Ninth Circuit orders feds to revisit groundwater pumping for Arizona military base
Peoria plans to build water wells as drought, cuts to Colorado River water continue
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State Parks has awarded a total of $41.9 million in grants to provide new park access in eight communities across the state
State Parks is recommending a total of $35.6 million in federal funding for 16 local park projects across the state.
Projects to Build Climate-Resilient Communities, Conserve Agricultural Land
Governor Newsom Highlights Funding for Climate Change Resiliency Projects 
State Marks 100+ Water System Consolidations, Providing Safe Drinking Water for 90,000 Californians
An interactive symposium to discuss “The Future of Water” will be held Friday, Feb. 23, in Sacramento. Hosted by the Groundwater Resources Association of California, the symposium will offer presentations on artificial intelligence, climate change, Tribal Ecological Knowledge, and innovations in addressing groundwater challenges.
The Delta Science Program has released the executive summary to one of its core strategic documents, The State of Bay-Delta Science.
California approves rules that turn sewage into drinking water
The Ocean Protection Council is accepting proposals for funding under the Senate Bill 1 Sea Level Rise Adaptation Planning Grant Program. This program provides grants to California coastal communities to improve their coastal resilience. An informational webinar on the grants process will be held Thursday, Jan. 25. The deadline for submitting proposals is Friday, March 22.
$70 Million in Federal Funding to Accelerate Salton Sea Restoration
The Public Policy Institute of California has released a policy brief that examines how California’s water sector managed the unusually wet conditions of Water Year 2023, the brief also outlines priorities for future action.
California farmers agree to conserve 100K acre-feet of Lake Mead water in exchange for compensation
The California Rangeland Conservation Coalition has started a new project called the California Grazing Lands Coalition
The 2024 Catalyst Conference, hosted by the Strategic Growth Council, will be held in Sacramento on Feb. 1 and 2. Videos of the February 2023 conference are available online.
CDFW Releases Beavers into the Wild for First Time in Nearly 75 Years
DWR Releases Final Environmental Impact Report for Delta Conveyance Project
Over 40 Acres of Ancestral Land Returned to Native American Tribe
California Connectivity and Crossings Conference '24 , April 22-24, 2024 at UC Davis. The intent of this conference is to bring together community and professional scientists, students, volunteers, policy-makers and practitioners to share research and findings, discuss information gaps and needs, and present examples of how to navigate and fund connectivity solutions to help restore  wildlife connectivity across California. 
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Governor Polis Celebrates Historic Colorado River Water Agreement
Polis Administration Releases First-Of-Its-Kind Climate Preparedness Roadmap
Cleanup company walks away from Jeffco uranium mine, state takes $7.3 million bond
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New Mexico to invest $500M in first-of-its-kind strategic water supply build-out  
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EPA Releases Revised Policy on Consultation with Indian Tribes
NPS to Collaborate with Tribes on Theme Study of Native American History
6 Million for Innovative Solar Panel Installation Over Canals in Gila River Indian Community
$16.5 Million to Support Tribes Impacted by Drought 
Historic Co-stewardship Agreement Signed Between Ohkay Owingeh Tribe, Forest Service, and Bureau of Land Management
$27 Million for Tribal Dam Safety, Water Sanitation Projects
Over 40 Acres of Ancestral Land Returned to Native American Tribe
Administration Takes Steps to Increase Co-Stewardship Opportunities, Incorporate Indigenous Knowledge, Protect Sacred Sites
Biden Administration to partner with tribes to restore wild Salmon
On the Navajo Nation, A Life Without Water
California State Parks and the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians (Tribe) have reached a historic agreement to collaborate in the management of natural and cultural resources for State parks within the Tribe’s ancestral lands. 
Funding Opportunities: 
· NPS Tribal Heritage Grants Program focuses on protecting oral histories, plant and animal species important in tradition, sacred and historic places, and enabling the establishment of Tribal Historic Preservation Offices. Congress has appropriated $720,000 for the THG Program. Applications are due February 20, 2024.
· To provide emergency drought relief for federally recognized Indian Tribes in the 17 western states for near-term drought relief actions to mitigate drought impacts for Indian Tribes that are impacted by the operation of a Reclamation water project. Due: April 11, 2024
· For projects and activities that develop, manage, and protect tribal water and related resources. Due: March 12, 2024.
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The National Wildlife Federation’s Nature-based Solutions Funding Database includes 86 federal grant programs for communities interested in pursuing federal funding and/or technical assistance for nature-based solutions. To visit the database, please click here.
Yield Gap Analysis Updated through 2022. Updated analysis shows forage production lost to trees at regional, Sate and County scales across the west.  
Working Lands For Wildlife Contributes to Open-Access Textbook, “Rangeland Wildlife Ecology and Conservation.” Guiding Future of Rangeland Conservation.
Landscape Explorer shows how much the American West has changed
Webinar Replay: Outcomes of Spatial Targeting in Sagebrush Country
Webinar Recording - Low Tech Stream Restoration for Landowners: The Benefits, Water Rights Issues & Reducing Risks  
More than 44,000 species threatened with extinction
Overlooked Study helped fuel Colorado River crisis
Snow fails to stop fights over Colorado River
Reducing Greenhouse Gases increases Water Quality
National report on sustainable forests, 2020 
The Water Education Foundation has released the report, Recommendations for Leveraging Green Infrastructure to Manage California Water.
'Clearer heads' and calls for tribal inclusion as Colorado River bigwigs prep for Las Vegas meeting
From flush to faucet: More places look to turn sewage into tap water
December Issue of the Desert Report by the Sierra Club California/Nevada Desert Committee
The Pacific Institute has released a report on advancing water resilience in the Colorado River Basin. Pathways and Barriers to Corporate Water Stewardship in the Colorado River Basin looks at how corporations can play a key role through their operations and supply chains, and by co-funding projects 
[bookmark: _Toc149916442][bookmark: _Toc149922559][bookmark: _Toc152563719][bookmark: _Toc155260131][bookmark: _Toc155266260][bookmark: _Toc144806401][bookmark: _Toc144832075][bookmark: _Toc144832251][bookmark: _Toc144832314][bookmark: _Toc147496144][bookmark: _Toc139290527][bookmark: _Toc139290637][bookmark: _Toc139291399][bookmark: _Toc139291568][bookmark: _Toc139291721][bookmark: _Toc142033651][bookmark: _Toc142078808]WestfAST
December Newsletter is posted to the WSWC website: EPA Releases Annual Report Showing Steady Progress to Protect Communities from PFAS Pollution; Interior Departments Announces Landsat 2030 International Partnership Initiative; Historic levee breach opens 300 San Francisco Bay acres to tidal marsh restoration; Biden-Harris Administration makes $106 million available for Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund as part of Investing in America agenda; Biden-Harris Administration Announces More Than $51 Million from the President’s Investing in America Agenda to Restore and Protect Rivers and Watersheds; and more.
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 Watch the Boise workshop of the Decarbonizing the West initiative
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Yuma County Water Factsheet
WRRC Weekly Wave –  December 15, 2023
WRRC Weekly Wave –  December 8, 2023
WRRC Weekly Wave –  December 1, 2023     
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New in 2024: F-35 program eyes key upgrade, delivery restart 
DISA releases a new system to help military commanders see what was invisible
Boots on the Ground: Saving Species, Supporting the Mission
DOD's new cloud-based visualization tool targets electromagnetic spectrum 
Replicator: An inside look at the Pentagon’s ambitious drone program
US military grounds entire fleet of Osprey aircraft
Use more drones, US tells allies, partners
Energy Reliability at DOD Installations
· As US defense facilities face rising outage risks, regional transmission could help: ACORE panel
· WEBINAR: Winter Reliability: Keeping the Lights on for Civilian & Military Operations
Here are the 422 military leaders finally confirmed by the Senate
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Webinar: Installation Resilience Tabletop Exercises for Military Communities January 9th, 11AM PST. Attendee link
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REPI Program conducted installation resilience case studies on three installations by interviewing installations with innovative ideas for protecting infrastructure, missions, and other assets from climate conditions and landscape changes outside the installation. The three installations showcased in this series are executing multiple authorities and working closely with communities and organizations to advance shared goals and implement projects that protect military missions: 
· Camp Williams, Utah
· Cannon Air Force Base, New Mexico
· Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, North Carolina
Executing REPI Installation Resilience Projects
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New in 2024: Air Force plans autonomous flight tests for drone wingmen 
New in 2024: Staffing up a shrinking Air Force
New in 2024: Another year of deployment reform begins
Air Force publishes new doctrine on electromagnetic spectrum operations 
Congress asks Department of the Air Force for 2050 Force Design Plan. What will it mean?
Commercial tankers refuel USAF F-15, F-16, and F-22 fighters for first time ever
Air Force announces not one, but two bonus programs to retain aviators in 2024 
[bookmark: _Toc139290534][bookmark: _Toc139290644][bookmark: _Toc139291405][bookmark: _Toc139291575][bookmark: _Toc139291727][bookmark: _Toc142033657][bookmark: _Toc142078814][bookmark: _Toc144806409][bookmark: _Toc144832084][bookmark: _Toc144832259][bookmark: _Toc144832322][bookmark: _Toc147496151][bookmark: _Toc149916450][bookmark: _Toc149922567][bookmark: _Toc152563726][bookmark: _Toc155260140][bookmark: _Toc155266269]Army
US Army 2023 Year in Review 
Army’s mixed reality device nears fielding with final testing in 2024
Army numbers smallest since WWII — what units face cuts in 2024?
Discipline replaces ‘people first’ atop Army leaders’ agendas
Army Tests Long-Range Quantum Radio Communication
US Army Tests World’s First Long-Range Quantum Radio Communication
RAND: Army Bases Need More Guidance to Efficiently Protect Facilities from Climate Hazards
US Army receives first long-range Precision Strike Missiles
Army has a revised hypersonic test plan to address launcher ‘problem’: Official 
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Time to test a ship-based hypersonic missile launcher 
Surface navy emphasizes frigates in its latest modernization plans 
US Navy: 'Non-kinetic effects' will likely decide the next war 
Only 3D printing can get the Navy's submarine plan back on track, admiral says 
US Navy subs are getting a drone that can launch through a torpedo tube
Navy’s fire cleanup pace and price tag at Tustin hangar troubles local California officials
How the Navy is dealing with a military-wide grounding of Ospreys
Naval Air Station (NAS) Fallon is seeking public comments on the Programmatic Agreement related to the implementation of Section 106 National Historic Preservation Act occurring on NAS Fallon. Comments due Jan. 12.
Cost to fully modernize 20,000 stateside Navy base buildings pegged at $49 billion  
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New in 2024: Corps gets last 2 new Harrier pilots amid aviation revamp
Top Marine outlines priorities for next four years 
Powering the Mission: MCAS Miramar Microgrid
The San Diego City Council approved a deal with Marine Corps Air Station Miramar that will allow the city to build a $77 million green waste recycling facility.
The Marines transformed to take on China. Will they be ready for everything else?
US must dominate in space to win future wars, Marine Corps’ Glavy says
Marine large-scale exercise expands on naval integration, live-virtual training
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US military space plane blasts off on another secretive mission
What 2024 has in store for Space Force acquisition 
Saltzman Gives Update on Space Force’s Development
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Extreme weather cost $80 billion this year. The true price is far higher. 
DHS invites comment and feedback from Tribal Nations and indigenous peoples on barriers and challenges, suggestions, and ideas to help advance the Department’s environmental justice program, help DHS conduct meaningful engagement of the public in decision making, and address challenges facing environmental justice communities related to DHS programs and activities.  DHS issued a Request for Information (RFI) Federal Register: Request for Information Regarding Department of Homeland Security Activities and Advancing Environmental Justice, Docket ID: DHS-2023-0048, asking specific questions. The public comment period will be open for 60 days, closing on February 16, 2024. Please register to attend one of the information and listening sessions through the links below:
· Friday, January 19, 2:00-3:30 PM, Eastern Time – Session 1
· Tuesday, January 23, 2:00-3:30 PM, Eastern Time – Session 2, Tribal and Indigenous peoples
· Monday, January 29, 3:30-5:00 PM, Eastern Time – Session 3 
· More information on the DHS Environmental Justice Program can be found here.  
Climate resilient construction helps mitigate disasters  
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FEMA’s National Preparedness Report Highlights Cyber Security, Building Codes and Individual Preparedness for a Resilient Nation
· 2023 National Preparedness Report
Administrator Criswell Highlights FEMA Efforts at the White House Tribal Nations Summit 
FEMA Advances Global Climate Resilience Through a Series of Agency Firsts 
FEMA Releases Directive on Continuity Planning Framework
FEMA seeks feedback on the draft guide, “Climate Adaptation Planning for Emergency Managers,” until Feb. 9, 2024
Colorado’s updated Enhanced State Hazard Mitigation Plan also recently received approval for the second time by FEMA. This plan integrates climate risks and mitigation actions throughout the actions identified. States with Enhanced plans receive an additional 5% in Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funds after a disaster.
FEMA Webinar Will Discuss How its Grant Equity Threshold Tool Helps Build Better Grant Applications
· Register for the webinar on Thurs., Jan. 11, 2024, from 2-3:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 
· Register for the webinar on Tues., Jan. 30, 2024, from 2-3:00 p.m. Eastern Time.
FEMA Publishes Resources for Developing BRIC and FMA Grant Applications
Hazard Mitigation Partners Workshop will be held virtually Feb. 5-8, 2024, from 12:00 – 4:45 p.m. Eastern Time.
FEMA is Offering BRIC Direct Technical Assistance for Communities and Tribal Nations Deadline: February 29, 2024
FEMA (FY) 2023 funding opportunity for Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current: $300 million after flood disasters to speed up the delivery of flood mitigation funding for eligible individual flood mitigation projects involving repetitively flooded or substantially damaged properties.
FEMA and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) held their eighth tribal consultation with dozens of tribal representatives to discuss the Tribal Cybersecurity Grant Program. The application deadline for Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Tribal Cybersecurity Grant Program is Wednesday, Jan. 10.
FEMA Publishes Resources for Developing BRIC and FMA Grant Applications. These resources can be used to help develop applications for these two FEMA hazard mitigation grants. The application period for both programs closes on Feb. 29, 2024. 
· BRIC Program Support Material Resources for Fiscal Year 2023
· Flood Mitigation Assistance Program Support Resources for Fiscal Year 2023
Second Round of Funding to Mitigate Repetitive Flooding. The application period opened on November 15th and the last eligible disaster declaration date is May 31, 2024. The funding opportunity is available on Grants.gov.
$211M to Fund Dam Safety Grants: The Rehabilitation of High Hazard Potential Dams program is making about $185 million available and another approximate $26 million available through the National Dam Safety State Assistance Grant Program. Due February 29, 2024  
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Feds look to partner with states to enforce data privacy laws, cyber breaches 
Two recent cyberattacks on water systems highlight vulnerability of critical infrastructure
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2023 was a tragic and bizarre year of wildfires. Will it mark a turning point?
Wilderness and Fire Story Map 
CALIFORNIA
Twenty-year study confirms California forests are healthier when burned—or thinned 
NEW MEXICO 
New Mexico State Forestry Division sees 'strong response' to new Certified Burn Manager Program
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[bookmark: _Toc138863515][bookmark: _Toc138947957][bookmark: _Toc138948912]Nevada Aviation Association Statewide Conference March 25-27, 2024. More information NvAA
Utah Aeronautics Conference May 20 - 22, 2024. More Information: Utah
Ogden airport making preparations for return of commercial airline service
Las Vegas airport officials give overview of expansion by 2037
Joby, NASA lay groundwork for air taxi integration
Autonomous Helicopter
Drive American Innovation and Cut Aviation Sector Emissions
A 2050 vision for aviation
Pilot-free plane in California conducts flight over San Jose: ‘Monumental aviation achievement’
A newly released report from the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) examines the sUAS threat, the various kinetic and non-kinetic defenses available to defeat them and how DoD has approached the counter-sUAS mission over the past decade.  
FAA
$66 Million in Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Funding for Airport Improvements Across the Country
FAA Addresses Resiliency in IIJA Aviation Programs but Lacks Data and a Framework for Prioritizing Climate Change Projects
DRONES
How Drones Helped Make the World a Better Place in 2023
Federal Chinese Drone Ban Set to Become Law
Top Drone Stats from 2023
First eVTOL To Fly Commercially in U.S. Begins Spraying Crops in California  
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NTIA Letter to the FCC re Proposed Rules for the 70/80/90 GHz Band
NTIA Ex Parte Letter Regarding the FCC’s Section 706 Notice of Inquiry
How Public Input Helped Shape NTIA’s Approach to the Uniform Guidance in the BEAD Program 
Written Statement of Assistant Secretary Alan Davidson Before the House Committee on Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Communications & Technology
Super-high-frequency communication market set for notable growth to 2030, report predicts
We're On a Dangerous Collision Course for Military and Commercial Bandwidth
US defends radars, boosts 5G at telecom summit
US wins protections for Pentagon radar spectrum at WRC-23
Could the feds withhold broadband funding to some states?  

[bookmark: _Toc138863529][bookmark: _Toc138947967][bookmark: _Toc138948922][bookmark: _Toc139290544][bookmark: _Toc139290654][bookmark: _Toc139291415][bookmark: _Toc139291585][bookmark: _Toc139291737][bookmark: _Toc142033667][bookmark: _Toc142078824][bookmark: _Toc144806419][bookmark: _Toc144832094][bookmark: _Toc144832269][bookmark: _Toc144832332][bookmark: _Toc147496161][bookmark: _Toc149916460][bookmark: _Toc149922577][bookmark: _Toc152563736][bookmark: _Toc155260150][bookmark: _Toc155266279]GIS
· DOI Landsat 2030 International Partnership Initiative The 2030 Initiative focuses on the U.S. Landsat Next Earth observation satellite mission and will build on Landsat’s 52-year data record enabling users to record, study, understand and better manage landscape change at local, regional and global scales.  
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NPS selects David Szymanski as Regional Director
Karl Stock named Reclamation’s California-Great Basin Regional Director
Reclamation selects Adam Nickels as Principal Deputy Regional Director
Catalyzing Sustainable Transportation Through Federal Travel
Best Practices Guide for Federal Agencies Regarding Tribal and Native Hawaiian Sacred Sites
Our Trust Responsibilities and Promote the Next Era of Tribal Self-Determination
White House Tribal Nations Summit 
· Presidential Executive Order to Reform Federal Funding for Tribes and Underscore Respect for Tribal Nations’ Sovereignty and Autonomy.  View the White House fact sheet for more information or review the full Executive Order.
· Tribal Leader Videos: The White House also shared testimonial videos from Tribal Leaders related to this Executive Order: 
· Navajo Nation
· Bishop Paiute Tribe
· Pechanga Band of Indians
· 2023 Progress Report for Tribal Nations
· Remarks by President Biden at the White House Tribal Nations Summit
· Executive Order on Reforming Federal Funding and Support for Tribal Nations to Better Embrace 
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Secretary Haaland Announces NPS to Collaborate with Tribes on Theme Study of Native American History
Secretary Haaland Delivers Remarks on Historic Progress in Indian Country During the 2023 White House Tribal Nations Summit
White House Council on Native American Affairs Takes Steps to Increase Access to Capital Across Indian Country
Interior Department Strengthens Public-Private Partnerships to Benefit Indian Country  
This Year at Interior 2023
This Week at the Interior - December 15, 2023
This Week at the Interior - December 8, 2023
This Week at the Interior - December 1, 2023
[bookmark: _Toc149916464][bookmark: _Toc149922581][bookmark: _Toc152563740][bookmark: _Toc155260154][bookmark: _Toc155266283]Infrastructure 
Critical Issues in Transportation for 2024 and Beyond
Administration Opens Applications for Over $9 Billion in Funding to Modernize Nation’s Bridges 
Biden to invest $8B toward vision for nationwide  expansion of passenger rail
Biden unveils vision for nationwide expansion of passenger rail 
Full Charge: The Economics of Building a National EV Charging Network
General Motors and partners open first 17 locations of their national EV fast-charging network
Plans to install EV charging stations are about to run into an ugly wall of permitting and utility delays
FHWA awards 19 wildlife crossing projects in 17 states, including one in California, through the Wildlife Crossings Pilot Program.
FHWA Releases Programmatic Mitigation Planning Guidebook
FHWA Awards $110 Million in Grants to Improve Safety on America’s Roadways by Preventing Deadly Wildlife-Vehicle Crashes
FHWA Issues Final GHG Measurement Rule 
FHWA Issues $110M in Wildlife Crossing Project Grants 
AASHTO Comments on FEMA Floodplain Rulemaking
AZ Governor Katie Hobbs Announces Federal Grant to Study Potential Restart of Daily Passenger Rail Between Phoenix and Tucson
Congested California Region Explores New Form of Autonomous Mobility
Billions in Passenger Rail Funding Awarded to California
Colorado Governor’s ‘Roadmap’ Emphasizes Transit
UDOT plans to build three new wildlife underpasses


[bookmark: _Toc144806425][bookmark: _Toc144832100][bookmark: _Toc144832275][bookmark: _Toc144832338][bookmark: _Toc147496166][bookmark: _Toc149916465][bookmark: _Toc149922582][bookmark: _Toc152563741][bookmark: _Toc155260155][bookmark: _Toc155266284]STATES
[bookmark: _Toc142033671][bookmark: _Toc142078828]
[bookmark: _Toc155260156][bookmark: _Toc155266285]ARIZONA
Arizona governor deploys the National Guard to help reopen the Lukeville port of entry
[bookmark: _Toc155260157][bookmark: _Toc155266286]caLIFORNIA
California’s budget troubles are unique—at least for now
California Transportation Commission awards over $300 million to climate change resiliency 	
[bookmark: _Toc155260158][bookmark: _Toc155266287]colorado
Governor Polis Announces Technical Assistance Program for Local Governments, Tribes, and Special Districts
Economic Forecast Shows Continued Strong Economic Growth in Colorado
Governor Polis Leads Five Other States in Urging the Federal Government to Create the Space National Guard
2024 Virtual Colorado Resiliency Summit January 25, 2024, 1:00 pm-3:30 pm MST
[bookmark: _Toc155260159][bookmark: _Toc155266288]Nevada
 Governor Lombardo Announces Chief of Staff Transition
[bookmark: _Toc155260160][bookmark: _Toc155266289]New Mexico
Governor names Josett D. Monette as new Indian Affairs Department secretary – James R. Mountain to serve as senior policy advisor to the governor 
[bookmark: _Toc149916468][bookmark: _Toc149922585][bookmark: _Toc152563742][bookmark: _Toc155260161][bookmark: _Toc155266290]WGA
Check out the highlight video from WGA's 2023 Winter Meeting in Jackson Hole
2024 Western Governors' Leadership Institute. Applications are due by February 16.
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