



WESTERN REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP
MONTHLY UPDATE

[bookmark: _Toc138861274][bookmark: _Toc138861405][bookmark: _Toc138861421][bookmark: _Toc138861431][bookmark: _Toc138863460][bookmark: _Toc138947910][bookmark: _Toc138948865][bookmark: _Toc139290490][bookmark: _Toc139290600][bookmark: _Toc139291362][bookmark: _Toc139291531][bookmark: _Toc139291684][bookmark: _Toc142033615][bookmark: _Toc142078773][bookmark: _Toc144806370][bookmark: _Toc144832045][bookmark: _Toc144832221][bookmark: _Toc144832284][bookmark: _Toc147496115][bookmark: _Toc149916406][bookmark: _Toc149922522][bookmark: _Toc152563682][bookmark: _Toc155260098][bookmark: _Toc155266227][bookmark: _Toc157786294]February 2024 Updates

[image: A picture containing text, font, graphics, graphic design

Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission.  This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions.  If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.

[bookmark: _Toc147496116][bookmark: _Toc149916407][bookmark: _Toc149922523][bookmark: _Toc152563683][bookmark: _Toc155260099][bookmark: _Toc155266228][bookmark: _Toc157786295]WRP PriorityContents
WRP Priority	1
WRP Principals’ Meeting	1
Energy	1
Federal Updates	1
State Updates	3
Tribal Updates	3
Regional Updates	3
Natural Resources	4
Federal Updates	4
State Updates	5
Tribal Updates	6
Regional Updates	6
Military Readiness, Homeland Security, Disaster Preparedness and Aviation	7
Military Readiness	7
Homeland Security / Disaster Preparedness	8
Aviation	10
Spectrum	11
Miscellaneous	11







WRP 2023-2024 Priority is “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster.” Per the survey results, and WRP SC actions, the 2023/2024 Deep-Dives in support of WRP Priority “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster” are:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
Please contact amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org for more information.
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The 2024 WRP Principals’ Meeting will take place in Colorado on May 1-2.  WRP Principals’ Meeting provides an opportunity to learn more about issues impacting the region and to network with other senior policy-level colleagues representing states, federal and tribal government. Together, WRP Principals will develop strategies and actions for addressing identified issues and priorities over the next year.
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$60 Million to Expand Clean, Renewable Geothermal Energy
Biden administration preps potential largest ever federal carbon-free electricity purchase
[bookmark: _Toc149916414][bookmark: _Toc149922531][bookmark: _Toc152563687][bookmark: _Toc155260103][bookmark: _Toc155266232][bookmark: _Toc157786299][bookmark: _Toc144806375][bookmark: _Toc144832049][bookmark: _Toc144832225][bookmark: _Toc144832288][bookmark: _Toc147496120][bookmark: _Toc149916411][bookmark: _Toc149922528]FERC
President Biden Announces Willie L. Phillips, Jr. as Chair of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
White House nominates three individuals as FERC commissioners
February Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 2
Presentation: OPP Fundamentals for Participating in FERC Matters
FERC, NERC to Review Bulk Power System Performance During Recent Winter Storms
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EPA to hold webinars on final rule to reduce methane from oil and natural gas operations
EPA and DOE announce intent to fund projects to reduce methane emissions from the oil and natural gas sectors
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EIA Increased its U.S. natural gas consumption forecast for the first quarter of 2024
Natural Gas Monthly
Monthly Crude Oil and Natural Gas Production
Monthly Energy Review
Electric Power Monthly
Wholesale Electric Market Data
State Energy Data System: Coal through 2022
$9.4 Million to Spur Development of Advanced Biofuels. Submit your concept paper by March 22
DOE Challenges Solar Industry to Triple Community Solar by the End of 2025
DOE, Partners Kick Off Groundbreaking Initiative to Improve Accurate Forecasting and Ensure Sustainability of U.S. Offshore Wind Farms
Geothermal Energy Projects Funded; one in California
DOE Establishing National Center of Excellence to Accelerate Domestic Offshore Wind Industry | Department of Energy
New Survey Examines Developer Views on Wind and Solar Sitting
Wind Farms of the Future Will Be More Powerful and Quieter
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 BLM's new mission: Protect landscape in West’s 'sea of solar'
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Some Arizona customers to see monthly fees increase for rooftop solar, advocates criticize rate hike 
California
CEC Chair Shares California’s Progress and Challenges Ahead to Achieve a Clean Energy Future
CEC Approves $1.9 Billion Plan to Expand Zero-Emission Transportation Infrastructure
Colorado
Colorado Resiliency Office is launching new funding opportunities under the Microgrids for Community Resilience (MCR) Program.  The program is designed to build community resilience through minimizing electric grid disruptions. All three application windows will open March 13th and will close June 13th, 2024. To learn more about the construction/implementation and planning grants available, please visit the MCR website (NOFAs will be published in the upcoming weeks). See grant guidelines for more information on specific eligibility.
Nevada
NV Energy’s statewide transmission line project half a billion over budget
UTAH
Policy that ranks energy attributes in order of priority is poised to become law
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Tribal Energy Equity Summit (TEES)  March 18-22
2024 Tribal Clean Energy Summit
Native Renewables receives federal grant to electrify tribal homes with solar
DOE’s 2024 Tribal Clean Energy Summit was held February 27 – 28. More than 700 Tribal leaders, DOE offices, state governments and private industry came together to exchange ideas, build networks, explore cross-cutting and cost-effective solutions to national energy interests, and support tribal sovereignty.
DOE Tribal Nations and Native Communities Resource Guide
Why Clean Energy Projects Are Stalling Out on Native Lands
Arizona tribe first to span canals with solar panels
Arizona tribes to benefit from Interior funding to upgrade BIA-owned power utilities
Feds Deny Permits for Hydro Projects on Navajo Land, Citing Lack of Consultation With Tribes
The Ute Mountain Ute Tribe will construct one of the largest solar farms in the U.S.
Ute Tribe-based Sun Bear Solar Farm To Be 8 Miles Long, One Mile Wide, 3-D Model
Addressing Regulatory Challenges to Tribal Solar Deployment
All charged up: Sandia Labs engineer uses renewable-energy development to make future brighter for American Indian tribes 
Funding Opportunities 				
· $25 Million in Funding for Tribal Clean Energy Projects. Applications due May 30, 2024
· For Native American tribal governments (Federally recognized): For projects that conduct resource inventories and assessments, feasibility studies, or other pre-development studies necessary to process, use and develop energy and mineral resources. Due May 24, 2024. Learn more
· Clean Energy Technology Deployment on Tribal Lands – 2024 (DE-FOA-0003298) March 14, 2024 (1:00-3:30 p.m. MT). Register for webinar here.
· $25 million in funding to support clean energy technology deployment on Tribal lands. Read the full announcement to learn more and apply. Applications are due May 30, 2024, at 5 p.m. ET. 
· $18 Million for Transformative Clean Energy Projects Led by Tribal and Local Governments. Deadline to apply: May 31, 2024
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ChatGrid: A New Generative AI Tool for Power Grid Visualization
Assessing the Need for New Regulatory Standards for Automatic and Remote-Control Shutoff Valves on Existing Liquid and Gas Transmission Pipelines
SunZia:
· $11B SunZia Power Project Suit Has March 7 Federal Court Hearing
· Tribes call on Arizona Corporation Commission to halt construction of the SunZia transmission line in Arizona
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Nearly $6 Billion for Clean Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation: A Joint Commitment to the Nation’s Water Infrastructure
Justice40: Use of Leading Practices Would Strengthen Efforts to Guide Environmental Justice Initiative. GAO-24-105869, January 29
2023 Sentinel Landscapes Accomplishments Report showcases how USDA, DOD, DOI, and their on-the-ground partners collaborate through the Sentinel Landscapes Partnership to solve complex land-use challenges, combining resources and aligning funding across the 13 sentinel landscapes.
Drought Climate Summary January 2024 
Federal permitting hampers climate goals and natural disaster mitigation, counties say
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$18 Million to Enhance Native Seed Supply, Bolster Climate Resilience
$157 Million to Restore Our Nation’s Lands and Waters
Assistant Secretary Estenoz Announces $10 Million for Ecosystem Restoration in Arizona
Affirm Commitment to Protecting America’s Endangered Species
Draft Guidance for States to Access up to $1.5 Billion to Address Legacy Pollution. Submit comments on the draft guidance, via email, to orphanedwells@ios.doi.gov, by March 22, 2024.
DOI Announces "Keystone Initiatives" Including Sagebrush and Grassland Conservation 
Amache National Historic Site Formally Established as America’s Newest National Park
America the Beautiful 2023 Annual Report
Funding Opportunity:   
· $119 Million Available for Locally Led Conservation Projects through the 2024 America the Beautiful Challenge
[bookmark: _Toc142078792][bookmark: _Toc144806388][bookmark: _Toc144832062][bookmark: _Toc144832238][bookmark: _Toc144832301][bookmark: _Toc147496132][bookmark: _Toc149916424][bookmark: _Toc149922541][bookmark: _Toc152563704][bookmark: _Toc155260116][bookmark: _Toc155266245][bookmark: _Toc157786313]DOI-BLM
· 300,000 Acres of Wild Lands in Eastern Colorado Gain Protections
· 89 FR 7408 - Notice To Segregate Lands From Mineral Entry for the Proposed Libra Solar Project in Mineral... Federal Register. Notices. Notice of segregation. Friday, February 2, 2024. PDF  TEXT  DETAILS
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 Funding Opportunities:
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· WaterSMART Cooperative Watershed Management Program — Second round applications due September 3, 2024 
· $180 Billion WaterSMART Large-Scale Water Recycling Projects. Second application due March 29, 2024
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Why are we removing dams?
Service Announces Gray Wolf Finding and National Recovery Plan
3 Efforts Underway that Support the California Spotted Owl and Reduce Wildfire Risk
Federal agencies commit to continue a crucial collaborative bat monitoring program
Seeks Public Comment on Draft Recovery Plan for Vandenberg Monkeyflower
Nearly $70M for Klamath Basin Restoration Projects
Klamath Basin Restoration Grants Awarded to California
Service Improves Permit Process to Benefit Bald and Golden Eagles
Eagle Incidental Take Final Rule - USFWS is announced its final revised regulations for how it processes permits related to the incidental take of bald and golden eagles.  The final rule published in the Federal Register on February 12, and will go into effect 60 days following publication, on April 12, 2024. The rule is available at here. More information can be found here.
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USGS provides easy access to Colorado River science with new online portal
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$5.8 billion for drinking water, wastewater and stormwater infrastructure upgrades
$83 million to expand air quality monitoring across the nation
EPA releases 2023 power plant emissions data
EPA launches new office to strengthen engagement with agricultural and rural communities
EPA launches new $3 billion Clean Ports Program
EPA expands water program to help more disadvantaged communities apply for grants
EPA announced a final rule to strengthen the nation’s National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for fine particle pollution, also known as fine particulate matter (PM2.5) or soot.
EPA finalizes new standards for deadly particulate matter
$2 Billion EPA Enironmental and Climate Justice IRA Community Change Grants Program. Deadline November 21, 2024 Eligible Entities: Federally-recognized Tribes, local governments, higher education institutes, community-based non-profit organizations
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$195 Million for America’s National Parks
Amache National Historic Site Formally Established as America’s Newest National Park
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NRCS Soliciting Comments on Changes to Conservation Practices
Record Investment in Private Lands Conservation
New Data Visualizations of Land Conservation Investments Released
Funding Opportunity:  
· NRCS California – Conservation Cooperative Agreements: To leverage the ability to directly serve farmers, ranchers, and forest stewards with natural resource concerns. Due: April 3, 2024. Learn more.
· NRCS California – Conservation Contribution Agreements Due April 8, 2024. Learn more.
USDA
USDA Announces Progress on Newly Authorized Climate Programs
USFS
The National Forest Foundation and USDA Forest Service Launch Nature Connects Us Campaign
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Snowpack expected to help Arizona water supplies this year
SRP reservoirs more than 80% full after wet stretch of winter
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March 5th Noon – 1PM (Pacific) Secretary Speaker Series - Seizing the Wet Years: Adapting Our Water Infrastructure and Management to Weather Whiplash. Register here. 
California Water and Agriculture: Farmer Perspectives on Water Access and Governance
A five-year strategic plan has been finalized by the California Department of Parks and Recreation. The Path Forward Strategic Plan consists of eight themes; each theme with a set of goals to protect and strengthen the benefits afforded by California State Parks.
The Delta Protection Commission is accepting public comments on the draft Delta National Heritage Area Management Plan. The comment deadline is Wednesday, March 6.
California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot has posted a video explaining how weirs, during high flows, contribute to replenishing aquifers, supporting habitat, and playing important roles in flood protection infrastructure. See: Secretary Speaker Series webpage.
[bookmark: _Toc155260127][bookmark: _Toc155266256][bookmark: _Toc157786323]COLORADO
Governor Polis Launches Updated, Comprehensive Climate Action Plan to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions 50% by 2030, Support Future Generations
What They’re Saying: Greenhouse Gas Pollution Reduction Roadmap 2.0
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PFAS contaminates drinking water in historic New Mexico village 
NM plans for a future with less water
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Interior Department Reaches Landmark Agreement with Klamath Basin Tribes, Project Irrigators to Collaborate on Ecosystem Restoration and Water Reliability
Tribes get water and power from federal funding
Climate change, cost and competition for water drive settlement over tribal rights to Colorado River
U.S. Commission’s Historic Precedence for Land, Water, and Tribal Sovereignty in Arizona
USACE formally proposed rescinding Appendix C of its regulatory program and instead following the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP)’s regulations for implementing the National Historic Preservation Act. View the proposal HERE. Comments on this proposal are due April 9, 2024. 	
· Appendix C Tribal Virtual Meeting on March 21, 2024 from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm EDT
Webinar Link: https://www.zoomgov.com/s/1612721966 
Call-in Information: Phone Number:  669-254-5252, Meeting ID:  161 272 1966
Funding Opportunities: 
· $20M for indigenous communities to access emerging climate markets
· Tribal Wildlife Grants: For Native American tribal governments (Federally recognized): To support the development and implementation of programs for the benefit of wildlife and their habitats and species of Tribal cultural or traditional importance, including those that are not hunted or fished. Due: June 21, 2024. Learn more
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Orphaned and abandoned oil-gas wells in the Southwest
Recording: Eastern Golden Eagle Conservation Plan – January 31, 2024. 


Funding Opportunity:  
· National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Announces 2024 National Coastal Resilience Fund. Of this $140 million, the DOD's Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI) Program will contribute up to $15 million to NCRF projects that benefit military missions, increase military installation resilience to extreme weather events, and help defense communities adapt to climate change. Pre-proposals for the 2024 NCRF are due on Wednesday, April 10. NFWF’s pre-proposal webinars on March 5, and March 7.  
· America’s Ecosystem Restoration Initiative: America the Beautiful Challenge 2024 Request for Proposals. Pre-Proposal Due April 4th. 
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February 2024 WestFAST Newsletter: Biden-Harris Administration Announces $5.8 Billion from President Biden’s Investing in America agenda for Drinking Water, Wastewater and Stormwater Infrastructure Upgrades; USGS Provides Easy Access to Colorado River Science with New Online Portal; Biden-Harris Administration Announces Over $770 Million for Rural Infrastructure Projects During Investing in America Tour; and more.
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WRRC Releases Santa Cruz County Factsheet
March 12-13: WRRC 2024 Annual Conference: Implementing Water Solutions Through Partnerships
The WRRC has recently published an article in The Water Report, titled "Understanding the Impact of PFAS in Arizona Using the One Health Approach”
WRRC Co-hosts Colorado River Governance Symposium
Funding Opportunity: The WRRC is now accepting proposals for the FY 2024 Water Resources Research Act (WRRA) Section 104(g) National Competitive Grants Program. Proposals must be submitted by email to Jessie Hampton (jessiehampton@arizona.edu)  by Wednesday, March 27, 2024.  Visit our website for program information and application guidance. More information on the WRRA grant programs administered by the WRRC can be found here.
WRRC Weekly Wave – March 1, 2024
WRRC Weekly Wave – February 23, 2024
WRRC Weekly Wave – February 16, 2024
WRRC Weekly Wave – February 9, 2024
WRRC Weekly Wave – February 2, 2024
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Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen Hicks and DoD Senior Leaders Attend 28th Council of Governors Plenary Meeting
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Energy, Installations and Environment Brendan Owens Holds an Off-Camera, On-The-Record Media Roundtable on the Department's Resilient & Healthy Defense Communities Strategy
DOD released its Resilient and Healthy Defense Communities (RHDC) Strategy, which will guide the Department's actions in the coming years to improve the built and natural environment on defense installations. 
DOD looks to revamp housing, facilities on military installations
Air Force, Space Force Leaders Lay Out Major Restructuring to Ensure Readiness Against China
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Pursuing Complementary Resilience Funding Opportunities Webinar on Wednesday, March 20 from 1:00 - 2:00 PM Eastern Time. REPI webinar page.
DOD Awards REPI Challenge Funding at 22 Installations
The DOD's REPI Program is pleased to join the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) in announcing the 2024 America the Beautiful Challenge (ATBC) RFP . Hosted by NFWF, the ATBC is a public-private grant program designed to support locally led, voluntary ecosystem restoration projects. The REPI Program serves as one of the Federal partners on the ATBC, alongside the Department of the Interior, and the Department of Agriculture’s U.S. Forest Service and Natural Resources Conservation Service. Pre-proposals for the 2024 ATBC are due on Thursday, April 4
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Defense One Radio, Ep. 145: The USAF's big reorganization
DAF leaders lock arms, present plan to reoptimize Air Force, Space Force
Air Force reorg must happen fast and needs funding, chief says
Testing heats up — and deep freezes — for Air Force’s new training jet
Autonomous Cargo Planes: Is This the Future of ACE? 
Combat Wings: Air Force Chief Lays Out New Model for Packaging Forces
New Commands, Ranks, and More: Big Changes for Air Force
LaPlante hints at plan to continue Air Force’s boost-glide hypersonic missile efforts
USAF plans stealthy tankers for ‘extreme threat areas’
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base begins retiring A-10 fleet
Limited test infrastructure, data shortages plague Air Force hypersonics program
Air Force preps for mega overhaul with an eye toward China
For the first time, Air Force integrates spectrum warfare wing into weapons school capstone event
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Army aims to cut 32,000 billets over five years, including 3,000 in special operations
Army Announces Major Restructuring Plan
Here are the winners and losers in US Army’s force structure change
Army to slash thousands of jobs in major revamp for future wars
Army units must trim command posts, add drones to survive
U.S. Army's 10th Mountain Division gets back to its Colorado roots: "Mountain tough to every bit of the core"
US Army’s short-range air defense efforts face review board
Army picks deploying units to test electronic, cyber and drone warfare
New Army space plan anticipates 'operator'-level space capabilities, general says  
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Navy expeditionary forces eye counter-drone, offensive unmanned ops
March 4: Intergovernmental Executive Committee Meeting for the Fallon Range Training Complex 
Navy seeking to rapidly prototype new air-launched, stand-off missile
New Navy council to tackle foreign investment risks
Navy building out non-kinetic effects teams
Navy envisions ‘hundreds of thousands’ of drones in the Pacific to deter China
Navy to establish second surface drone unit this spring
US Pacific Fleet to stand up second unmanned surface vessel squadron this year
Navy officials call for more 'shared cyber responsibility,' better handling of 'crapload of data'
Navy robot ships on a 15-year path to operating ‘at speed and scale,’ CNO says
Members of the US Naval Institute say military branch is not ‘adequately’ prepared for a cyberwar 
Marine Corps rated ‘strong,’ US military overall ‘weak,’ report says 
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Marine Corps seeks anti-drone tool to defend bases
Marine Corps Begins Water Testing for Future Landing Ship Concept
Marines Field New Technology that Can Measure Bullet Trajectory, Simulated Wounds in California Exercise
Marine leaders drop ‘2030’ from name of ambitious overhaul plan 
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Space Force units that operate and sustain their gear? Let’s make more, leader says
Space Futures Command could begin limited operations this year
US Space Force to launch more integrated units to boost efficiency
Space Force forms Futures Command to validate mission needs
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Requesting public review and comment on its updated Integrated Public Assistance Application (IPA) forms. These forms standardize required information and documentation for the agency’s Public Assistance Program and Policy Guide. Public comment period closes April 1.
FEMA Co-Hosts 2024 Partnership Forum Highlighting Stories of Resilience. Sessions will take place online each Thursday in April from 1 – 3 p.m. ET. Visit Resilient Nation Partnership Network.
FEMA’s National Integration Center released updated NIMS Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Skillsets for national engagement.
Update: Hazard Mitigation Assistance Mitigation Action Portfolio
Funding Opportunities:
· FEMA Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current Program - $300 Million Deadline: May 31, 2024. Eligible entities: State, Tribal, and territorial governments 
· FEMA announced the second funding opportunity for the Safeguarding Tomorrow Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) grant program to make communities safer from natural hazards. Applications must be received by Tuesday, April 30, at 3 p.m. ET.
· Application Period Open for Repetitive Flood Mitigation Funding. An additional $300 million in Swift Current funding is available to help property owners across the nation become more resilient to flooding
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Energy to fund 16 infrastructure cybersecurity projects
Biden to sign executive order boosting cybersecurity of ports, maritime vessels
Senators want NIST to create cyber guidelines for agencies’ use of civilian drones
New report details potential cybersecurity threats facing wind farms
Chinese hackers embedded in U.S. networks for years, pre-positioning for future attacks, IC warns
Cybersecurity: National Cyber Director Needs to Take Additional Actions to Implement an Effective Strategy GAO-24-106916
DIsaster
Amid rising costs, states scramble to budget for natural disasters
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$500 Million to Confront the Wildfire Crisis
Pilot Program to Strengthen Local Governments’ Wildfire Response
Wildfire smoke disproportionately affects California's Indigenous communities, new research shows
Wildfire risk for global wildland–urban interface areas
National Forest Foundation and SRP agree to 5-year forest restoration agreement
Acting Deputy Secretary Daniel-Davis Announces $138 Million for Wildland Fire Mitigation and Resilience
Today’s real-time wildfire data helps prepare for a changing climate
Nearly $11M in grants for wildfire smoke preparedness in community buildings
Sandia uses electric-grid analytics to combat wildfire risks and aid post-wildfire recovery
Wildfire Matters Podcast Featuring Joint Fire Science Program: Apple, Spotify, Amazon
The Perverse Policies That Fuel Wildfires
Mapping Our Way To Living With Fire
Fire: A Prescription for Ecosystem Health 
Funding Opportunities:
· Earth Action: Wildland Fires - For innovative solutions that leverage Earth observations to support some aspect of wildland fire management and related decision making in a sustained manner. Due May 24, 2024. Learn more.  
· Pilot Program to Strengthen Local Governments’ Wildfire Response: Local governments that provide emergency services to areas with a population of 25,000 or less are eligible to apply. Grant amounts will range from $10,000 to $200,000. Grant applications must be submitted through Grants.gov's website by March 21, 2024. 
ARIZONA
Perfect pairing: Forest thinning and firewood for Navajo families
CALIFORNIA
Wildfires are killing California's ancient giants. Can seedlings save the species?
California Acquires, Begins Retrofitting Seven New C-130 Aircraft to Expand Firefighting Fleet
Indigenous cultural burn lit for first time in over 100 years in Sequoia National Forest
California’s trees are dying in droves. Tahoe is at the epicenter 
COLORADO
Governor Polis Announces Wildfire Mitigation and Forest Health Management Grants for Colorado Communities
NEVADA
Nevada Division of Forestry allocates $2.3 million in federal funding to enhance urban and community tree canopies
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Nearly $1 Billion in Grants to Improve 114 Airports Across the U.S.
Large and Small Airports Across U.S. Post Record Breaking Numbers in 2023
Airport Terminal Grants Awarded to California
State Aviation Officials Applaud Senate Advancement of the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2023
Sen. Duckworth: U.S. Enduring Aviation Safety Crisis
Nearly $250 Million in Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Funding Announced to Modernize Airports in 37 States 
FAA
FAA to establish committee to refine launch licensing regulations
UAS Detection and Mitigation Systems Aviation Rulemaking Committee Final Report
FAA Says Dangerous Laser Strikes Continue to Increase
FAA Expands B4UFLY Services for Drone Pilots
FAA: Bird strikes growing concern for commercial, private aircraft
DRONES
S&T Tests Cutting-Edge Counter-Drone Technology
Drone-powered vehicles could be game-changer for transportation
Why drones in law enforcement call for a different approach
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NTIA Charter Of The Interagency Spectrum Advisory Council
FACT SHEET: As Affordable Connectivity Program Hits Milestone of Providing Affordable High-Speed Internet To 23 Million Households Nationwide, Biden-Harris Administration Calls on Congress to Extend Its Funding
Joint Statement Endorsing Principles for 6G: Secure, Open, and Resilient by Design
US signs on to international principles for 6G
Senators express concerns about national spectrum strategy's impact on DOD
U.S. Senators Caution Against Shift of Radio Spectrum to Commercial Use
Funding Opportunity:
· Next Era of Wireless and Spectrum: To develop the intellectual capital enabling the U.S. to smoothly and quickly transition to effective new ways of using and managing the radio and optical spectrum after the end of the current spectrum era of long-term exclusive-use license auctions. Due: May 28, 2024. Learn more
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 EPA releases 2023 update to Equity Action Plan, outlines new commitments to advance equity
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BLM California selects Elizabeth Meyer-Shields as new Deputy State Director, Resources
This Week at the Interior - March 1, 2024
This Week at the Interior - February 23, 2024
This Week at the Interior - February 16, 2024
This Week at the Interior - February 9, 2024 
This Week at the Interior - February 2, 2024
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Biden-Harris Administration Sends Another $9.9 Billion to Transit Agencies Across the Country 
FHWA Offering $250M in Congestion Reduction Grants
Federal Permitting Improvement Steering Council (FPISC) Environmental Review Improvement Fund Tribal Assistance Program - $5 million
The federal government is helping Mountain West states invest in more charging stations Congressional Leaders Share Transportation Priorities
California Building Bigger, Better Zero-Emission Charging Network
California EV Sales Have Skyrocketed in the Last Decade
CEC Approves $1.9 Billion Plan to Expand Zero-Emission Transportation Infrastructure in California 
Utah Leads the Way on Wildlife Crossings

[bookmark: _Toc144806425][bookmark: _Toc144832100][bookmark: _Toc144832275][bookmark: _Toc144832338][bookmark: _Toc147496166][bookmark: _Toc149916465][bookmark: _Toc149922582][bookmark: _Toc152563741][bookmark: _Toc155260155][bookmark: _Toc155266284][bookmark: _Toc157786349][bookmark: _Toc142033671][bookmark: _Toc142078828]STATES
[bookmark: _Toc155260158][bookmark: _Toc155266287][bookmark: _Toc157786352]colorado
Governor Polis Helps Lead National Governors Association Winter Meeting as Vice-Chair, Brings Colorado Issues to Washington D.C.
The Resiliency Summit brought together close to 200 Coloradans to shine a light on resilience story-telling through theater, poetry, film, and music. And last week, the CRO hosted a Rural Economic Development Initiative webinar that featured success stories from REDI funded projects. If you’re looking for inspiration and new insights check out the linked recordings above! (Also, REDI is accepting applications now until March 14.)
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Senate unanimously confirms Josett Monette as secretary of Indian Affairs Department 
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Utah leaders reject exchange of School and Institutional Trust Lands 

TRIBAL
Navajo President Buu Nygren tells Resource Fair participants he wants to provide tribal services, increase their urban influence
At least 10 states own land within Indian reservations — and profit from it
Webinar: Tribal Treaty Database Demonstration on Tuesday March 12, 2024 (1:00 PM-2:00 PM EDT). The Department of Defense’s Environmental Planning & Conservation Program will host a webinar on the Tribal Treaties Database — a collaborative project supported by the Oklahoma State University Library, DoD Legacy Resource Management Program, Department of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, and Department of Agriculture, Office of Tribal Relations. 
· To join the webinar, go to: Teams Link
· If you experience problems with the audio, dial in using the following:
· Conference Number: +1 (509) 385-0685
· Participant Code: 286 521 722#
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