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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission.  This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions.  If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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At the 2024 WRP Principals’ Meeting, Principals affirmed continuing the WRP Priority for one more year to focus on “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster.” In support of this priority are the following Deep-Dives:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
Please contact amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org for more information.
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Description automatically generated]Senior leaders from state, federal and Tribal agencies gathered May 1-2 for the 2024 WRP Principals’ Meeting in Beaver Creek, Colorado. This was the first WRP Principals’ Meeting in Colorado and was considered a great success. Mr. Mike Mower, Senior Advisor for Utah Governor Spencer Cox and WRP Co-Chair noted, “The 2024 Western Regional Partnership Meeting brought together many of the best and brightest from the federal, state and tribal governments to focus on key challenges facing the West. A lot of great discussion took place that should help address many challenges facing entities across the Southwest.” Details on this meeting to be shared in the next WRP Update.

[bookmark: _Toc166067965][bookmark: _Toc166077720]WRP Tribal Engagment Committee (TEC)
You are cordially invited to participate in the WRP TEC call on Friday, May 31.  This call will begin at 10:00 am Pacific and feature an overview of the Tribal Broadband Bootcamp by Matthew Rantanen, its Co-Founder. A back brief on the 2024 WRP Principals’ Meeting will also be provided. To RSVP please click here.
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Historic $20 Billion in Awards to Expand Access to Clean Energy and Climate Solutions and Lower Energy Costs for Communities Across the Nation
DIU - Three Additional Next Generation Geothermal Technology Companies Advancing DOD Energy Resilience
Nuclear regulators should weigh climate change risk to power plants, report says
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$27 Million to Help 40 State, Local and Tribal Communities Lead America's Equitable and Resilient Clean Energy Future
New Report on Accelerating Deployment of Grid Solutions to Lower Costs and Improve Reliability
DOE Reduces Regulatory Hurdles For Energy Storage, Transmission, and Solar Projects
New National Security Memorandum to Strengthen U.S. Department of Energy’s Role in Ensuring Security and Resilience Across America’s Energy Sector
Final Transmission Permitting Rule and Latest Investments To Accelerate the Build Out of a Resilient, Reliable, Modernized Electric Grid
Offshore Wind Liftoff Report and $48 Million in New Funding to Accelerate Technology and Manufacturing
DOE Releases First-Ever Roadmap to Accelerate Connecting More Clean Energy Projects to the Nation's Electric Grid
The United States was the world’s largest liquefied natural gas exporter in 2023
First Ever Federal Blueprint to Decarbonize America’s Building Sector 
Funding Opportunities:  
· $12 Million Available to Expand Capacity for Renewable Energy Planning, Siting, and Permitting Due June 13, 2024.
· DOE Announces Funding to Address Interconnection Challenges for Clean Energy Sources
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Interior Department Finalizes Action to Ensure Fair Return to Taxpayers, Strengthen Accountability for Oil and Gas Operations on Public Lands
Interior Department Finalizes Rule to Streamline and Modernize Offshore Renewable Energy Development	
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Administration delivers historic milestones, new actions for clean energy on public lands
BLM announces Sunlight Storage II Battery System is fully operational
BLM approves Dry Lake East Energy Center Solar Project in Nevada
BLM seeks public comment on Jove Solar Project in Arizona
· Final rule to revise BLM’s oil and gas leasing regulations.The Fluid Mineral Leases and Leasing Process rule revises outdated fiscal terms of the onshore federal oil and gas leasing program – including for bonding requirements, royalty rates, and minimum bids – which will increase returns to the public and disincentivize speculators and irresponsible actors.  The rule codifies fiscal provisions included in the Inflation Reduction Act and implements recommendations from the Department’s Report on the Federal Oil and Gas Leasing Program. 
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50 states of grid modernization
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More Power, More Water: Solar-Over-Canal Projects Are Coming to California
California’s Grid Keeps Setting New Clean Energy Records
California Achieves Major Clean Energy Victory: 10,000 Megawatts of Battery Storage
California’s new rules allow solar and batteries to help out the grid
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Colorado Energy Office Launches Tax Incentive for Geothermal Electricity Development and Production
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Solar Microgrid Breaks Ground in Northern California Tribal Community
DOE selected 19 projects to receive $78 million in grant funding through the Energy Improvements in Rural or Remote Areas program to deploy clean energy projects, support local economic development, and build climate-resilient communities.
Secretary Haaland, Department Leaders Highlight Biden-Harris Administration’s Clean Energy Progress, Commitment to Indian Country in Arizona
Light Up Navajo V is officially underway
Opportunities to grow tribal clean energy in the US
Funding Opportunities:   
· $50 Million Funding Countdown: Applications Are Due May 30th for Clean Energy Technology Deployment on Tribal Lands 
· California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment Tribal Research Grant Program Round 2 Due July 31st 
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Meet The Expert On Turbine Eagle Deaths The Wind Energy Industry Turned On
SunZia
· U.S. court rejects request to block $10B SunZia project
· Federal judge denies bid by two Arizona tribes to block SunZia project
· SunZia transmission line construction in Arizona can proceed, judge rules
· Judge rejects bid to block work on $10B Sunzia transmission line project in Arizona
· Residents of One of Arizona’s Last Ecologically Intact Valleys Try to Detour the Largest Renewable Energy Project in the US
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Council on Environmental Quality Finalizes NEPA Reforms
FACT SHEET: President Biden Marks Earth Day 2024 with Historic Climate Action
Bears Ears National Monument Draft Plan: The Bureau of Land Management, USDA Forest Service are accepting comment on their Draft Resource Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement, proposed recreational shooting closures, and proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern for Bears Ears National Monument. Due June 11th.
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Interior Department Finalizes Action to Strengthen Endangered Species Act
New Five-Year Offshore Wind Leasing Schedule
$70 Million for National Fish Passage Program Projects to Address Climate Resilience and Strengthen Local Economies
Up To $95 Million for Water Resources and Ecosystem Health
Administration Finalizes Strategy to Guide Balanced Management, Conservation of Public Lands
Public Land Order 7940 signed protecting more than 4,200 acres of Bureau of Land Management-managed public lands in the Placitas area. For more information, BLM National NEPA Register. 
· Funding Opportunity: For wildlife restoration and sport fish restoration projects and recruitment, retention and reactivation projects that address regional or national priority needs of State fish and wildlife agencies and their partners that are beyond the scale, scope, and capabilities of a single State. Due July 7, 2024.
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· Administration Finalizes Protections for Thompson Divide
· BLM invests $4.8 million to address drought in western states
· BLM to invest $3.1 million to restore wildlife habitats, as part of the Investing in America agenda
· BLM seeks input on $348 million in proposed conservation and restoration funding recommendations
· BLM seeks public comment on Río Grande del Norte National Monument plan
· Wildlife Habitat Grants Awarded to California
· BLM to finalize rule allowing federal leases targeted at protection of natural areas
· BLM finalizes controversial public lands rule 
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$25 Million to Protect Wetlands in Arizona
$19 Million for Innovative Solar Panel Installation Over Canals
$30 Million for Drought Resilience in the Upper Colorado River Basin
$95 Million for Water Resources and Ecosystem Health
$11 million for water sustainability and efficiency 
$21 million for environmental projects in five states
A recently memo details damage found at the Glen Canyon Dam, which generates hydroelectric power and releases stored water from Lake Powell downstream to the Colorado River Lower Basin States and Mexico. Article
Funding Opportunity: The Cooperative Watershed Management Program, which offers phase I funding to design projects, form watershed collaboratives, and conduct watershed planning for up to $300k over 3 years with no cost-share requirement. Proposals are due September 3rd, 2024
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Reopens Public Comment Period on Proposal to list both Species of Western Pond Turtle under the Endangered Species Act
Service Announces Final Updated Planning Policies for the National Wildlife Refuge System
Interior Department Finalizes Action to Strengthen Endangered Species Act
Funding Opportunities:   
· 2024 Tribal Wildlife Grant Funding for Tools and Projects that Eradicate Invasive Species Due June 21, 2024.
· 2024 QZAP Grant: F24AS00264 FY2024 Implementation of the Quagga and Zebra Mussel Action Plan (QZAP) in the Western United States. Due April 15, 2024.
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EPA issues first-ever drinking water standards for ‘forever chemicals’ 
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$123 million for coastal habitat restoration
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Mapped: 33 new big game migrations across American West
In monarch butterfly decline mystery, scientists rule out habitat loss in migration zone
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Governors, including Hobbs, seek greater flexibility from feds on air quality standards 
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Governor Katie Hobbs Announces Fondomonte Officially No Longer Pumping Arizona Groundwater in Butler Valley
Located along the Colorado River in La Paz County, the Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT) are a significant water rights holder and state partner. CRIT is composed of four distinct Tribes: the Mohave, Chemehuevi, Hopi, and Navajo. CRIT Water Resiliency Act, La Paz County Water Factsheet
At the end of March 2024, Arizona State University’s Kyl Center for Water Policy released its latest report and interactive map titled, “Water and Land Use in Central Arizona.” Interactive Map, More Info
Santa Cruz River is fourth-most endangered river, group says
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With Historic Targets, California Will Use Millions of Acres of Land to Fight the Climate Crisis
DWR is accepting public comments on a series of draft resource management strategies that have been developed in support of California Water Plan Update 2023. Comment period ends May 31
There will be a presentation on the Merced River Watershed Flood-MAR study during the May 15 meeting of the Sacramento chapter of the Environmental & Water Resources Institute (EWRI).
Governor Newsom has launched a plan to harness the power of nature to combat climate change. California’s Nature-Based Solutions Climate Targets sets more than 80 targets that will drive action across tens of millions of acres of California’s forests, farms, deserts, and cities.
First-of-its-kind study on the Merced River Watershed has examined the effectiveness of flood-managed aquifer recharge (Flood-MAR) to reduce flood risk, improve water supply, and enhance ecosystems. The study report and technical appendices are available under the "Merced River Watershed Flood-MAR Reconnaissance Study" accordion tab on DWR's Flood-MAR webpage.
A new study on atmospheric rivers is looking at why back-to-back events that drop massive amounts of rain and snow happen more frequently on the west coast.
DWR’s Water Management Planning Tool has been relaunched as the Water Management Boundary Tool. The tool can assist local agencies with their responsibilities related to the California Water Plan, integrated regional water management, and the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.
The final version of California’s statewide land use data for Water Year 2021 has been released by DWR’s Land Use Surveys. The data can be found on several websites:
· California Nature Resources Agency’s Open Data portal.
· DWR Land Use Viewer.
· DWR Land Use Gallery.
· Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Data Viewer.
REPORT: 2024 Salton Sea Management Program Annual Report Submitted to State Water Board
Western Wildlife Habitats and Migration Corridor Grant Awarded to California 
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Warming Climate is Putting more Metals into Colorado’s Mountain Streams
Governor Polis, State Forest Service Announce 31 Wildfire Mitigation Grants 
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Lithium Companies Fight Over Water in the Arid Great Basin
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Assistant Secretary Highlights Bison and Grasslands Restoration During New Mexico Visit
The full agenda for the May 10th New Mexico Water Data Initiative Workshop is now posted.
American Rivers ranks waters in New Mexico as the most endangered in the country
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$320 Million for Tribal Domestic Water Infrastructure
New Interagency Effort to Support Tribal Water and Sanitation Infrastructure
Secretary Haaland protects sacred, sensitive lands in New Mexico
Navajo President Buu Nygren joins White House ‘America the Beautiful Freshwater Challenge’ 
Navajo President Buu Nygren signs resolution to urge President Biden to prohibit uranium hauling on Navajo lands
A Step Towards Healing and Restoration: California to Support the Return of Ancestral Tribal Lands and Lands Management Projects
The Ocean Protection Council (OPC) has announced $1 million in awards to support Tribal nature-based solutions projects on California’s coast.
On April 26, Tribal, state, and federal officials came together to sign a historic agreement that will allow the Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT) to market portions of its Colorado River allocations to water users outside of the reservation. Press Release, Parker Pioneer Article
Tribes in Nevada eligible for millions in Interior water infrastructure funding
Chumash tribal council, offshore wind companies reach deal intended to advance new marine sanctuary 
Bureau of Reclamation and Indian Health Service announced a new Memorandum of Understanding to further develop safe drinking water and community sanitation infrastructure projects across Indian Country.
FACT SHEET: At White House Water Summit, Administration Announces Bold National Goal to Protect and Restore Freshwater Resources, Delivers Over $1 Billion for Tribal Clean Water Projects
Tribal leaders call on President Biden to protect sacred lands in the Mountain West
Braiding Indigenous and Western Knowledge for Climate-Adapted Forests: An Ecocultural State of Science Report
Tribal Water Settlements Focus of Recent Seminar: Gary Gold, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science at the US Department of Interior, discussed Tribal water rights, highlighting the benefits of Tribal water settlements. View Recording 
Funding Opportunities:  
· Tribal Domestic Water Supply Projects Funding Announcement
· $50 Million Funding Countdown: 23 Days Left to Apply
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[bookmark: _Toc138863501][bookmark: _Toc138947942][bookmark: _Toc138948897]Coalitions and Collaboratives is thrilled to announce the launch of our Community Catalyst Fund as part of the Community Navigator Program. Applications for the Community Catalyst Fund are due on June 6, 2024, by midnight Mountain Time. Visit the Request for Applications document for more information and specific instructions to apply.
Santa Cruz River is fourth-most endangered river, group says
Addressing the Colorado River Crisis
Alfalfa uses more water than all cities, industries in Colorado River Basin
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April 2024 WestFAST Newsletter: NASA-Led Study Provides New Global Accounting of Earth’s Rivers; Biden-Harris Administration Finalizes Critical Rule to Clean up PFAS Contamination to Protect Public Health; USDA Makes $1.5 Billion Available to Help Farmers Advance Conservation and Climate-Smart Agriculture as Part of President Biden’s Investing in America Agenda; and more. 
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WRRC Weekly Wave – April 26, 2024 
WRRC Weekly Wave – April 19, 2024
WRRC Weekly Wave – April 12, 2024 
WRRC Weekly Wave – April 5, 2024
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Western States Water Newsletter – April 12, 2024
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DOD Releases 2024 DOD Commercial Space Integration Strategy
· 2024 DOD Commercial Space Integration Strategy
New Space Strategy Looks to Integrate DOD, Commercial Efforts
Official Says Commercial Space Strategy Is Driven by Imperative to Maintain Warfighting Edge
An Inside Look at the Office of the Director, Operational Test and Evaluation
DOD's FY 2025 Budget Focuses on Defense, People, Teamwork
First upgraded F-35s won’t be ready for combat until next year
New Research Findings by ADC on Military Quality-of-Life
Pentagon takes AI dogfighting to next level in real-world flight tests against human F-16 pilot
DOD to Expand PFAS Cleanup Plans After EPA Issues Stricter Standards
Geothermal energy easing US military's logistics challenges
Updated Strategic Management Plan for Fiscal Years 2022 - 2026
Counter-drone systems included in DOD’s initial Replicator selections
The State of Defense 2024
Pentagon Now Has Dedicated Cyber Policy Office, Awaiting Chief
Pentagon will use commercial space assets in military operations, under new plan
Pentagon clears F-35 to fly in lightning after years-long hold 
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REPI Report to Congress summarizes the program’s investments at 124 locations across 37 states and territories, highlights partnerships across local, state, and Federal agencies, and showcases mutually beneficial projects in the Pacific Region.		
FY 2025 REPI Challenge Help Session Webinar on Wednesday, May 15 from 3:00 - 4:00 PM Eastern 
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Air Force adds two EW squadrons
Air Force maintenance mishaps are rising. Can a worksheet fix it?
At a Historic Low, Air Force Fleet Size Will Keep Shrinking, Top Planner Says 
Glendale and Luke Air Force Base could possibly partner on arms range
The State of the Air Force 2024
Air Force Proposal Would Move Guard Units from Seven States to Space Force
AMARG marks 78 Years on Davis-Monthan Air Force Base
To reinvent itself, the US Air Force must go big on small drones
Archaeological site is discovered within the boundaries of Holloman Air Force Base in New Mexico
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Here’s when the US Army will pick next long-range spy plane
Army alters approach for electromagnetic spectrum planning tool
US Army to shift aviation force structure back to tailored brigades
Army heads into competitive flight demos for future tactical drone
US Army faces uphill battle to fix aviation mishap crisis
Fort Carson fire burning on 1,450 acres near training areas is 60% contained
US Army aims to complete multidomain task force structure by FY28
Army cancels planned award for electronic warfare management tool
How Army special operators use deepfakes and drones to train for information warfare
Army divesting cyber situational awareness program
The State of the Army 2024
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Department of the Navy Dashboard Drives Energy and Water Resilience
U.S. Navy Selects Electra to Design Ship-Based eSTOL Logistics Aircraft
Navy looks to apply jet readiness gains to surface ship fleet
Defense One Radio, Ep. 150: The state of the Navy
Inside the Navy’s Marine Mammal Program
How US Navy experiments could get drones beyond spying and into battle
Sea services eye options to get ships in the water faster
Navy, Marines launching study to improve readiness of amphibious fleet
Navy says future drone wingmen need to come in under $15 million price point
Top Navy Leader Has Ordered 'Deep Dive' on Amphibious Ship Readiness After Delays with USS Boxer
The State of the Navy 2024
The Navy wants to make info-warfare training ubiquitous 
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USMC Says It Wants Counter-Drone Capabilities 'Yesterday' as It Rushes to Roll Out New Systems
As demand rises, Marines need their own school for MQ-9 drone crews
Meet the Marine aviator of the year ― an unmanned aerial vehicle pilot
Marines work with new ships, interceptors and drone platforms
Marine Corps delays 1st deployment of new heavy-lift helicopter to 2026 
The State of the Marine Corps 2024
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How the Space Force is making its systems more resilient
Space Force launches weather satellite to replace 1960s-era spacecraft
Space Force outlines vision for hybrid military-commercial-allied mission architectures
Budget constraints delay Space Force’s narrowband satellite efforts
Pentagon space strategy stresses need to protect commercial satellites 
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DHS Announces $1.8 Billion in Preparedness Grants 
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FEMA Seeks National Resilience Guidance Input.  Public comment period is open through May 23.
FEMA is hosting webinars on May 7, 9, and 14 at 2 PM ET to improve the Community Lifelines within the National Response Framework.
FEMA has announced 17 applicants that have been activated for fiscal year 2023 Swift Current funding opportunity. 
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WGA calls for improved agency coordination to address cybersecurity threats to critical water infrastructure in the nation’s energy sector
Cybersecurity: Implementation of Executive Order Requirements is Essential to Address Key Actions GAO-24-106343, April 18
Lessons learned from whole-of-state cybersecurity efforts 
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Administration Hosts Inaugural Wildfire Smoke Webinar, Highlights Dangers and Defines Actionable Ways to Combat and Prepare for Increased Risk of Wildfires
SAVE-THE-DATE: 7th National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy Workshop on September 16-19, 2024 in Atlantic City, New Jersey
Inside America's mass timber movement
Millions of California Trees Were Lost To Drought. Will Two Wet Winters Help Repair Our Forests?
Wyden, Colleagues Urge Department of Agriculture to Update Management of Old-Growth Forests, Incorporate Historic Indigenous Practices
As Wildfires Increase, Manchin, Barrasso Urge GAO to Review Federal Land and Willdfire Management Practices
The big burnout: Life on the front lines of America’s wildfires
2024 Letter of Intent for Wildland Fires
Fire Science Exchange Network, Fiscal Year 2023 Annual Summary
From timber to tourism: Perceptions in rural communities about changing forest-based economies
Powering down: To prevent wildfires, states try turning off the grid
Mass Timber Construction Is Evolving Rapidly
$79 Million for Wildfire Mitigation and Recovery
US wildfires are getting bigger and more complex, prompting changes in firefighting workforce 
AZ:  SRP, Apple partner on Arizona forest-thinning project to combat wildfires
California insurance still in crisis despite wildfire mitigation
Fires, forest and our lands - an Indigenous ecological perspective  
CO Governor Polis, State Forest Service Announce 31 Wildfire Mitigation Grants
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Administration Releases Sustainable Aviation Fuel Rules
New study: Sky Harbor and airport system crank out more than $44 billion in economic output
New study shows massive economic impact of Phoenix Airport
Inside the changing world of drone warfare
F-35s to cost $2 trillion as Pentagon plans longer use, says watchdog
The F-35 program is costing more and doing less, GAO says 
FAA
Mark Your Calendar: 2024 FAA Drone and Advanced Air Mobility Symposium
Finalizes Rule to Reduce Carbon Particle Emissions from Aircraft Engines
Requires Aviation Organizations to Detect, Address Safety Risks Early
Statement from FAA Administrator Mike Whitaker
FAA to Accept New Applications for Drone Airspace Service Suppliers
Report on Air Traffic Modernization Presents an Incomplete and Out-of-Date Assessment of NextGen
FAA Issues $76M for Airport Infrastructure Projects
Latest Round of FAA Airport Grants Includes SAF Growth Category
FAA Issues $148M in Airport Infrastructure Grants
FAA: no current plans to tax commercial space launches
$148.3 Million from Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to Fund Airport Projects in 28 States, Guam
FAA Grants Civil UAS Operations Waiver 
DRONES
Zipline startup reaches drone delivery milestone
Drone delivery service landing in Phoenix area
Drones Take Flight for Facility Inspections
Amazon drone deliveries coming to Arizona
Inside the changing world of drone warfare
Calif. city to buy $2.1M drone system
Rotating detonation design boosts drone speed
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The 2023 Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth Annual Report
An Update on Implementing the National Spectrum Strategy
Administration Approves Kansas, Nevada, and West Virginia’s “Internet for All” Initial Proposal
Building an NTIA to Meet This Historic Moment
More Than 160 Applications Submitted to the Biden-Harris Administration’s “Internet for All” Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program
Permitting Progress to Support Internet for All
NTIA’s Commitment to State and Territory Local Coordination
Building an Ecosystem for AI Accountability
NTIA Adopts New Measures to Streamline Environmental Impact Permitting Review for “Internet for All” Projects
Arizona DOT Takes ‘Next Step’ for Broadband Expansion
States Work to Address Barriers to Broadband Expansion
If the Pentagon has to share 5G spectrum, it wants some new ground rules
New FCC broadband standard increases the number of ‘underserved’ households in America
Why AI holds major promise for spectrum sharing at scale
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This Week at the Interior - April 26, 2024
This Week at the Interior - April 19, 2024
This Week at the Interior - April 12, 2024
This Week at the Interior - April 5, 2024
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FACT SHEET: New National Security Memorandum on Critical Infrastructure
FACT SHEET: First-Ever National Goal of Zero-Emissions Freight Sector, Announces Nearly $1.5 Billion to Support Transition to Zero-Emission Heavy-duty Vehicles
EPA Launches New Website to Improve Transparency in Permitting
Secretary Buttigieg’s Remarks at Historic Groundbreaking in Las Vegas for the Brightline West High-Speed Rail Project
$830 Million in Grants to Make Transportation Infrastructure More Resilient to Climate Change 
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CA: Climate Change Resiliency Grants Awarded to California
CO: Governor Polis Opposes Removal of Colorado Air National Guard Space Units
NM: Governor appoints Melanie A. Kenderdine as Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department secretary
WGA: Explore policy mechanisms for permitting carbon transportation infrastructure in the final Decarbonizing the West initiative webinar
WGA Celebrates 40th Anniversary
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