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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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Due to the timing of the WRP Principals’ Meeting, the TEC did not meet in May. The next call will take place on Friday, June 26th (10 am Pacific). There will be two presentations in June: Update on the 2026 WRP Principals’ Meeting and Making Interactive Media for Indigenous Communities: It's as easy as writing a blog by Dr. AnnMaria De Mars, President, 7 Generation Games. Please click here to RSVP.

[bookmark: _Toc231911284]New WRP Strategic Priority
WRP Principals established a new WRP Strategic Priority of “National Security for the WRP Region.” WRP leaders are asked to submit by July 17th their agency response on the survey conducted in support of the new priority. 

[bookmark: _Toc231911285]New WRP Fact sheet
New WRP fact sheet is available here.

[bookmark: _Toc231911286]2026 WRP Principals’ MEETING
Senior leaders from state, federal and Tribal agencies gathered May 28-29 in Deer Creek, Utah. [image: ]

Before the WRP Principals’ Meeting officially kicked-off, separate meetings were held among DOW, state and DOI members to share updates and coordinate on regional challenges and opportunities. 

WRP Co-Chairs, Mr. Mike Mower, Senior Advisor, Utah Governor Spencer Cox; Ms. Kristin Thomasgard, Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of War for Environmental Management & Restoration; and Ms. Linnea Melbye, Acting DOI Co-Chair (Senior Advisor, representing the Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, U.S. Department of Interior) welcomed the 118 senior policy-level leaders and supporting staff in attendance. 

Colors were presented by Utah Military Academy. The Opening Prayer was by Larry Cesspooch, Ute Spiritual Leader. An overview of WRP was provided by Commissioner Gary Harter, Utah Department of Veterans and Military Affairs and Ms. Amy Duffy, WRP Coordinator. 

Ms. Thomasgard moderated a panel featuring a WRP Partner Highlight, “Conversation with DOW Leaders” and included: Brigadier General G. Hall Sebren Jr., Commander, Ogden Air Logistics Complex, Hill Air Force Base, Utah; Brigadier General Nick I. Brown, Commanding General, MCIWest - MCB Camp Pendleton; and Rear Admiral Rich Jarrett, Commander, Navy Region Southwest. Key takeaways from this panel include the importance of the WRP Region to national defense, including its airspace, ranges, installations, maneuver corridors, and strategic depth that no other region can replicate and are critical to address the National Security Strategy of the United States, 2026 National Defense Strategy and other military mission requirements.

Throughout the meeting, Principals were updated on accomplishments detailed in the 2026 report on Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster. The bulk of the meeting was focused on the WRP’s Deep-Dives through the following plenary sessions:
· Wildland Fire (Response/Prevention)
· Water Security/Resilience
· Aviation/Airspace Needs

Mr. Blake W. Bingham, P.E., Deputy State Engineer, Utah Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water Rights and WRP Natural Resources Committee Co-Chair, moderated the WRP Water Security/Resilience Panel with Rob Manning, Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired), National Programs Directorate, Bureau of Reclamation; Samantha Arthur, Deputy Secretary for Water, California Natural Resources Agency; Cody Stewart, Director of Strategic Engagement for the Colorado River Authority of Utah; and Stephen Bartell, Assistant Chief, Natural Resources Section, Environment & Natural Resources Division, United States Department of Justice. This panel highlighted that water security is national security, emphasizing that reliable, affordable, and resilient water supplies are essential to military readiness, agriculture, energy, public health, and community resilience across the West.

Mr. Jack Waldorf, Executive Director, Western Governors’ Association (WGA) moderated the WRP Wildland Fire (Response/Prevention) Panel with Sarah Fisher, Forest Service’s Deputy Chief for Fire and Aviation Management, Safety, and Employee Well-being; Chris Wilcox, Deputy Chief for Fire Readiness and Training, US Wildland Fire Service, US Department of the Interior; and Paul Matheis, U.S. Fire Administrator, U.S. Fire Administration. The wildland fire panel highlighted that the West needs a truly integrated, year‑round fire system, built on stronger state‑federal‑tribal partnerships, faster mutual aid and resource mobilization, sustained mitigation and workforce investment, and common operating standards, to keep pace with longer, more destructive wildfire seasons.

Mr. Gary Harter, Commissioner, Utah Department of Veterans and Military Affairs moderated the WRP Aviation/Airspace Needs Plenary session with Mr. Arjuna “Tuna” Fields, Senior Advisor AAM & UAS Integration/Air Traffic Organization /Strategy, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA); Mr. Mark Bontrager, System Delta 80/S3 Technical Director, Cape Canaveral Space Force Station; and Mr. Matthew (Matt) Mass, Director, Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) Division of Aeronautics. The aviation panel highlighted that resilient airspace in the WRP region depends on modernized, flexible, and collaboratively managed aviation and space systems that can safely integrate rising demands from military operations, commercial aviation, drones, and space launches without degrading existing operations.

At the business session, WRP Principals established a new WRP Strategic Priority of “National Security for the WRP Region.” WRP leaders are asked to submit by July 17th their agency response on the survey conducted in support of the new priority. This critical input will be used to create new WRP Deep-Dive teams and further guide goals and address expectations. The WRP Charter and the Vision/Mission Document were reaffirmed. The 2026-2027 WRP SC leadership was affirmed and the WRP Sentinel Landscape Temporary Working Group was continued for one more year to address western issues through the Sentinel Landscapes Partnership’s mission. The 2027 WRP Principals’ Meeting will take place in Nevada in August. Attendees were encouraged to sign up for a WRP account at wrpinfo.org to receive future WRP updates and to provide comment on the 2026 WRP Report by June 19, 2026. This report documents the work of the WRP participants during the numerous meetings leading up to the Principals’ Meeting. 

The Hanson Scott Leadership award was bestowed upon Mr. Gary Harter for his long-standing leadership and continued service to WRP, helping grow its impact across the region over nearly two decades.

After the meeting concluded, there was an optional tour of Hill Air Force Base (AFB) that highlighted their mission and importance to national security.
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· The Pentagon is delaying wind power development — even on private land
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· FERC Unleashes Natural Gas Permit Reforms, Accelerating Infrastructure Upgrades for Affordable, Reliable Energy Nationwide
· Presentation & Report | The 2026 Summer Energy Market and Electric Reliability Assessment
· Presentation | C-1: Revisions to the Blanket Certificate Program
· FERC Commissioner David LaCerte Confirmed for Second Term
· Summaries | May 2026 Commission Meeting
· May 2026 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 5 
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$94 Million to American Companies to Help Expedite the Deployments of Small Modular Reactors
DOE Awards Contracts from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, Advancing President Trump’s Historic Emergency Exchange
DOE’s Office of Critical Minerals and Energy Innovation Announces Over $45 Million To Support Reliable and Affordable Domestic Critical Mineral and Material Supply Chains
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 
· DOE’s Hydrocarbons and Geothermal Energy Office and Office of Indian Energy announced up to $11.3 million in federal funding available to institutions of higher education, including up to $2.3 million exclusively for Tribal Colleges and Universities, to train the next generation of America’s energy workforce. Visit the TechWerx website for more information. TechWerx and DOE will host session on July 9, 2026 (3-4 pm ET). 
· The Community Microgrid Assistance Partnership, led by DOE’s Office of Electricity, recently announced a new funding opportunity offering up to $2.5 million in direct project support and approximately $1 million in technical assistance to build or enhance microgrids serving remote or isolated communities, including Tribal communities. Due July 2, 2026
· $3.5M Available to Strengthen Microgrids in Remote Regions. Proposals due July 2, 2026
· Energy Department Issues Funding Opportunity to Strengthen American Critical Minerals and Materials Supply Chain. Deadlines for full applications will be staggered based on topic area, starting in May 2026. 
EIA
Petroleum Supply Monthly
Natural Gas Monthly Report
Monthly Energy Review
State Energy Data System: Total energy and final energy indicators through 2024
Electric Power Monthly 
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· BLM approves 15 kV transmission line for Goblin Valley State Park
· BLM seeks input for September 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Utah
· BLM seeks initial input for November 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas
· DOI Oil and Gas Lease Sale in New Mexico and Texas Generates Over $4 Billion
· BLM seeks input for September 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Colorado
· BLM seeks initial input for December 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Arizona
· BLM seeks input for September 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Nevada
· BLM issues rights-of-way for Green Chile Natural Gas Pipeline
· BLM seeks initial input for December 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Nevada
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AZ: Governor Hobbs Announces Support for Transwestern’s Desert Southwest Pipeline Expansion
CA: Funding Opportunity: GFO-25-902 - Cost-Share for Federal Geothermal Energy Funding Opportunities. A Pre-Application Workshop will be held on June 16, 2026 10-12PM
CA: State Senate Confirms Siva Gunda for Second Term as California Energy Commissioner
CA: Southern California Celebrates First Equitable Building Decarbonization Project
CA: California Energy Commission Issues Subpoena to Golden State Wind
CA: California Energy Leaders Report Progress on Grid Reliability Ahead of Summer 2026
CA: CEC Approves Third Major Clean Energy Project Under Opt-In Certification Program
CA: Public Comments on the Draft 2025 IEPR Update is now available for the 2025 Integrated Energy Policy Report
CA: Governor Newsom celebrates launch of western regional energy market, designed to deliver lower energy costs and strengthen electric grid
UT: Utah’s bottom-up approach to clean energy
WGA: Governors Spencer Cox and Mark Gordon to talk permitting reform at the final Energy Superabundance workshop View summary and recording here.
WGA: Western governors call for sweeping permitting reforms
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Interior Enters into Nation’s First-Ever Tribal Energy Agreement
Indian Country Energy and Infrastructure Working Group held in Oklahoma City
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Energy Department Announces $50 Million Investment to Advance Affordable, Reliable, and Secure Energy for Tribes. Applications due July 24, 2026, at 5 PM ET
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The Mountain West Geothermal Consortium: Four States, One Big Opportunity
Four Mountain West states join forces to accelerate geothermal energy development
NERC issues Level 3 alert, mandates action to address data center load losses
SunZia:
· Southeastern New Mexico rural towns welcome wind turbines for economic benefits
· Biggest U.S. wind project is due to come online next month
· $11bn SunZia Wind Farm in New Mexico to Come Online Despite Trump Administration Pushback
· The 3.5-Gigawatt SunZia Mega-Project Prepares to Rewrite America's Renewable Energy Grid
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· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Removes Unnecessary and Counterproductive Restrictions on Access to Federal Lands
Federal Register: Rescission of Conservation and Landscape Health Rule
US Supreme Court settles long-running water dispute over dwindling Rio Grande
Federal Water Investments in 2025
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EPA Advances Comprehensive PFAS Strategy with Legally Defensible, Practical, Scientifically Sound Drinking Water Protections
Things You Need to Know: EPA Unveils Comprehensive PFAS Strategy — Nearly $1 Billion and Standards Water Systems Can Actually Meet
$2.9 Billion for States to Reduce Lead in Drinking Water and Protect Americans’ Health
EPA to roll back PFAS limits for drinking water
EPA Issues Guidance to Streamline Title V Permit Reviews
North Bullfrog Mine Project: 91 FR 25357 - Environmental Impact Statements; Notice of Availability Comment Period Ends: 06/22/2026, Contact: Ammon Boswell 435-459-1621. PDF TEXT DETAILS
EPA proposal to roll back coal ash rules raises groundwater concerns in the Mountain West
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June 8, 2026, 12 p.m. PT: California-Nevada June 2026 Drought & Climate Outlook Webinar 
June 16, 2026 11 a.m. MT: Intermountain West Drought Update and Outlook Webinar
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Federal Register: Rescission of Conservation and Landscape Health Rule
$67 Million for Wetland Conservation Projects and National Wildlife Refuges
Interior Unlocks Funds for Orphaned Well Clean Up 
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· Department of the Interior Rescinds BLM Public Lands Rule
Feds officially cancel conservation rule for public lands, including 13.5M acres in New Mexico
BLM public land sale in Las Vegas Valley nets over $68 million
· Federal Register: National Environmental Policy Act Implementing Procedures for the Bureau of Reclamation (516 DM 1) 
· 91 FR 25787 - Rescission of Conservation and Landscape Health Rule: Federal Register. Rules and Regulations. Final rule. RIN 1004-AF03. Tuesday, May 12, 2026. ... PDF TEXT DETAILS
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Reclamation develops new categorical exclusions to streamline environmental reviews for hydropower
Changes to the Sites Reservoir Project public negotiation schedule
Enhancing Hoover Dam’s Infrastructure and Energy Reliability
Reclamation increases Central Valley Project 2026 water supply allocations for south-of-Delta contractors
Reclamation announces Yakima basin May water supply forecast
Bureau of Reclamation to invest $52M in Hoover Dam upgrades amid low Lake Mead levels
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY:	
· WaterSMART Drought Response Program (DRP) - Deadline is July 28, 2026 
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U.S. Forest Service pushes forward on landmark disaster recovery
Forest Service invests $80M in Forest Legacy conservation
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· Partnerships Drive Chiricahua Leopard Frog Recovery in Arizona
· $67 Million for Wetland Conservation Projects and National Wildlife Refuges
· Department of the Interior Announces Proposed Expansion of Hunting and Fishing Opportunities
· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Seeks Public Input on Draft Recovery Plan for Pacific Marten
· Environmentalists sue to protect springsnails threatened by second border wall
· 91 FR 32417 - Endangered Wildlife and Plants; Receipt of Recovery Permit Applications
Federal Register. Notices. PDF TEXT DETAILS   
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Thanks to Working Families Tax Cuts Act, USDA Invests $65 Million for Projects that Help Farmers Improve their Operations and Conserve Natural Resources through Science and Innovation
Water and Climate Update: May 28, 2026 | May 21, 2026 | May 14, 2026 
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USGS, NASA Map Critical Minerals from 65,000 Feet
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Western States Water Newsletter: May 16, 2026 | Colorado River Funding Coalition Letter May 13, 2026 | May 1, 2026  
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Arizona homebuilders victorious in groundwater lawsuit
Arizona water supply: Roosevelt Lake hits 43% capacity after record-low runoff
Arizona gets $20M to clean up drinking water
Low water at Lake Mead may cut power generation by fall, driving up costs for Arizonans
Arizona golf courses balance green fairways, shrinking water supplies
Groundwater rule is 'dangerous policy' contributing to housing shortage, Goldwater Institute says
Arizona's Bartlett Dam study takes on new urgency for region
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California launches first new conservancy in 15 years to revitalize shrinking Salton Sea
Gov. Newsom develops conservancy to continue restoration efforts on Salton Sea
California Red-Legged Frog Recovery Reaches 10-Year Milestone in Yosemite
California Governor's Monthly Update - May 
California is more prepared for our water future than ever before
California groundwater recovery stalls
California Just Approved $80.4 Million for Wildlife Connectivity and Salmon Recovery Projects
Last-minute deal saves California megadevelopment from going dry
Millions of Californians may have been exposed to PFAS, study finds
'Forever chemicals' found in Calif. waterways in 10 counties, study says
California is more prepared for our water future than ever before
Data Transparency is Key to California Achieving Groundwater Sustainability
Half of California is ‘abnormally dry,’ NOAA data shows
State Water Project Allocation Increases Heading into Summer Months 
Water Commission meeting to feature State Water Project’s renewable energy goals, Sustainable Groundwater Management update
CA climate program overhaul boosts high-speed rail, cuts clean water projects
California’s climate overhaul threatens clean drinking water funding
Trump Water Plan Could Increase Deliveries Through California Water Projects
California Almond Acreage Drops for First Time Since 1995
Multi-Agency Report Published Identifying Conservation Priorities for Western Monarch Butterfly
Golden mussels spreading through California waterways, prompting urgent warnings to Kern County water agencies
An 'out of control' species of mussel is threatening California's water infrastructure
Kern agency strikes 11th-hour deal to keep water flowing to Diablo Grande residents
California Supreme Court flooded with briefs on Kern River case from outside groups
Kern County Supervisors declare state of emergency over golden mussel infestation
Mojave groundwater bank: a decades-old water project finds new federal momentum
Why Draining Mojave’s Aquifer is a Really Bad Idea
Yolo County water dispute ends with settlement after multiple lawsuits
Kings County agency may scrap groundwater export policy to avoid lawsuit
New state rules tighten groundwater oversight across Kings County
EPA awards $15.7 million for Southern California PFAS treatment projects
New investments for PFAS projects across Southern California
California coalition unveils water plan to rival Delta Tunnel at a fraction of the cost
Newsom to water officials on Delta Conveyance tunnel: ‘We’ve got to finish the job’
Supervisors to look at ways to support Delta at Tuesday meeting
Southern California could get 85% of its water locally and avoid Delta tunnel, groups say
Feds say California water board is forcing discriminatory salinity requirements on it
In search of water, farmers undermined the San Joaquin Valley. Can collective effort raise their fields, canals – and prospects?
A Fresno County community finally gets a reliable source of water
Paso Robles farmers, wineries may need to pay for groundwater. Here’s how much
Sacramento region reaches new long-term agreement to balance water use and future growth
The clock is ticking on water projects to bring local groundwater basins into compliance.
The Potter Valley dams are coming down
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Governor Polis Celebrates Major Win For Our Environment and Securing Colorado's Water Future
Colorado’s race to cut water use off to a slow start
Colorado's Drought: What it means and why it matters
Climate change starts a new clock on Colorado’s river runoff, study says
All of Colorado enters drought status for first time since 2021
Colorado water managers stress water conservation as the mountains sit in the ‘nasty bullseye’ of widespread drought
Colorado drought threatens ranchers' livelihoods as water restrictions tighten
Drought-stressed Colorado communities getting $40M in state grants
New map of drought in Colorado shows little improvement despite spring snowstorm
Denver Water to drain Antero Reservoir amid one of Colorado’s worst snowpack years
Record low snowpack and ongoing drought mean big concerns for Colorado agriculture
Colorado Springs bans graywater reuse. One resident is suing to change that
Otters vanished from Colorado’s rivers. Now the state wants your help tracking their return
Chaotic week closes as farmers face midnight deadline to report pumping
How Colorado Springs is balancing a new tree planting program in a drought year 
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Governor Lombardo Issues Statement on Release of $52 Million in Funds for Hoover Dam Projects
Could ocean desalination help solve Las Vegas’ water woes? It might
State officials: Drought conditions could mean big fire season
State punts plan to curtail water in Nevada's largest river basin amid severe drought
Southern Nevada ‘nonfunctional’ grass lawsuit now involves church, golf courses and HOAs
Thousands of Las Vegas homeowners join grass removal lawsuit against SNWA
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NM Gov. Lujan Grisham declares drought and wildfire emergency
Modernizing water management in New Mexico through agile water data infrastructure
Main Stream New Mexico
Amid extreme drought, New Mexico launches new water dashboard
New Mexico launches dashboard to track water security plan progress 
U.S. Supreme Court approves Rio Grande compact settlement - Agreement ends 13-year interstate dispute
Drought prompts federal agency to offer emergency loans to New Mexico farmers
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Gov. Cox Issues Drought Executive Order Record-low snowpack and record-warm winter drive statewide drought response
Gov. Cox declares state of emergency for Utah's drought
Governor Cox warns of critical wildfire season as drought persists
‘We can’t control the weather, but we can control the tap’: Gov. Cox declares statewide emergency as Utah drought worsens
‘A living, breathing thing’: As Lake Powell drops, Glen Canyon’s once lush ecosystem returns
Even with EPA more testing cash incoming, Utah’s in a ‘good spot’ for PFAS
Can low-flow toilets and smart sprinklers solve Utah’s drought? Here’s the problem with the state’s recommendations.
Utah cities, water providers stress water conservation amid drought conditions
As Utah's drought intensifies, restrictions and fines may be coming
100% of Utah now in drought as state braces for difficult summer
Utah increases fishing limits at 2 reservoirs affected by subpar snowpack
Ranchers and water advocates want to stop this southern Utah pipeline project
See the dramatic difference between Utah’s best and worst snow years
Utah’s historically poor snow season now points to troubling summer water outlook 
As Flaming Gorge starts to shrink, questions — and new ideas — about its future grow
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Protecting Our Water, Supporting Our Ranchers
Ecological Drought Recording: Drought Dashboards to Improve Drought Monitoring, Inform Tribal Resilience, and Preserve Ecological and Cultural Resources
Greater Chaco Cultural Landscape named one of country’s ‘most endangered’ historic places
Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) released Tribal Water Rights in California, a 24‑page report that aims to shed light on Tribal water rights
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Drought maps include state borders, but drought doesn't care
US agriculture industry at risk as drought conditions worsen
Carbon markets underestimate the risks U.S. forests face from climate change
Researchers from Princeton University and University of Arizona have created the most detailed map yet of groundwater depth across the continental U.S. Using machine learning and environmental data, the new study estimates groundwater depth with precision down to areas of about 100 feet wide, improving on older maps that relied on broad regional averages.
As drought worsens, Western states brace for wildfires, water shortages
The Worst Spring Drought on Record Is Putting U.S. Crops at Risk
WestFAST: Recording and the slide deck from May 7 webinar on Siting Issues and Data Centers, presented by Mary Ann Dickinson, Policy Director of Land and Water for the Lincoln Institute
America the Undammed
The Hidden Risk: Why Water Quality Is the Next Big Challenge for Specialty Crops
Invasive mussels wreak havoc across US. Feds are desperate for a fix.
Colorado River:
· Hobbs says Colorado River negotiators should look to Hoover Dam for inspiration
· Governor Hobbs Releases Statement on Lower Basin Colorado River Proposal
· Arizona takes big Colorado River water cuts under new federal plan
· Arizona voters rank water supply above immigration and inflation, new poll finds
· Could a very long pipeline solve Arizona's water woes?
· How Arizona could benefit from a proposal to stabilize the Colorado River
· Phoenix introduces new roadmap as potential water shortages loom
· Phoenix-area water cuts would be less 'devastating' under new Colorado River plan
· Phoenix turns to backup water to meet demand
· Phoenix eyes new action on water crisis
· Scottsdale faces water challenge as Colorado River agreements expire
· New ASU study uses satellites to make more accurate Colorado River water forecasts
· ASU-led study sharpens Colorado River forecasts as Arizona faces deepening water cuts
· What the Colorado River Drought Means for California
· Utah to receive $35 million from feds for Colorado River projects
· Utah's negotiator on Colorado River says feds may make short-term decision for states
· About 40 million people use water from the Colorado River. Right?
· The Colorado River and reckoning time for the Front Range
· When the River Runs Dry
· WRRC Director Delivers Colorado River Update for Pinal County
· Hoover Dam receives $52 million for turbine upgrades and maintenance
· Colorado River District launches emergency water plan to protect Western Slope communities during drought
· Trump administration releases $40 million for Colorado River District’s purchase of the historic Shoshone water rights
· Administration readying a plan to impose Colorado River water cuts on western states
· Federal officials tap Flaming Gorge Reservoir to keep Lake Powell above critical levels
· Lake Powell's Glen Canyon Dam is failing and Utahns need to ...
· Western Water Crisis: Reclamation's Future
· Water supplies along Colorado River basin in peril, experts say
· This new Colorado River plan could force talks every 2 years. Is that a good idea?
· Colorado River deal aims to save Lake Mead
· Colorado River deal would cut Nevada, California and Arizona shares
· Colorado River users call for $2 billion in new federal drought funding
· Colorado Parks and Wildlife resumes weekly testing for invasive species in Colorado River
· A dire 'math problem' on the Colorado River and wholly inadequate responses
· Flexible pool of water could be key to protect Lake Powell
· Colorado’s Drought Task Force ramps up response to record-breaking conditions
· There's a new plan for managing the Colorado River. Here's what you should know
· Water levels at Lake Powell, Lake Mead could go dangerously low
· Lake Powell expected to receive 13% of its usual influx of water
· California, Nevada and Arizona announce temporary plan to save water from the Colorado River
· California, Nevada and Arizona announce plan to stabilize the Colorado River
· Lower Basin States Advance Plan to Deliver More Than 3.2 Million Acre-Feet Through 2028 to Protect Colorado River
· Lower States Advance Plan to Deliver 3.2M AF Thru 2028 to Protect Colorado River 
· Lower Basin states propose major Colorado River savings plan
· Lower Basin states offer a Colorado River deal 
· Nevada, California and Arizona offer cuts to Colorado River allocations in emergency plan
· California, Arizona and Nevada propose water-saving plan for Colorado River
· This new Colorado River plan could give Arizona a ‘lifeline and cause for hope’
· Colorado River to hit record low after worst-ever Rockies snowpacks
· As drought worsens, Western states brace for wildfires, water shortages
· The Utility of Operationally Neutral and Flexible Conservation Pools in the Colorado River Basin
· Imperial Valley backs major Colorado River Pact to stave off reservoir collapse
· After being stuck for months, Colorado River negotiators float bringing in a mediator to help. We asked an expert: Will that actually help? 
· Western Slope water providers concerned as river depth drops below 3 feet in some areas
Tijuana River: 
· Fixes for the Tijuana sewage crisis are focused downstream, in San Diego. The real problem is upstream, in Tijuana
· County, UC San Diego Begin New Research on Tijuana River Valley Pollution Impacts
· Two weeks after emergency repairs, Tijuana wastewater line collapses again
· Coalition submits 151,000 signatures for ballot measure to combat Tijuana River pollution
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WRRC Weekly Wave:  | May 15 | May 8
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Defense Primer: Hypersonic Boost-Glide Weapons
Utah National Guard Integrates Air, Ground Capabilities During Exercise Wolverine
Site Selections Announced for Directed-Energy Counter-Drone Program
Joint Interagency Task Force Enables Standardized Counter-UAS Assessment
National Defense Strategy Prioritizes America First, Leader Says
How the Pentagon plans to spend $50 billion on drone warfare
New Aviation Mishap Task Force to Tackle ‘Concerning Trends’
Southern border is a 'sandbox' for counter-drone tech: NORTHCOM commander
General Atomics CCA drone returns to flight
Pentagon policy isn’t keeping pace with autonomous weapons, senators argue
The Pentagon’s cyber reform effort stumbles out the gate
US infantry’s drone-warfare experiments are getting bigger
Pentagon launches new framework agreements to acquire 10,000 low-cost cruise missiles
CYBERCOM requests 2,660 percent increase in AI for cyber operations
New Report from Matrix, ADC: The Community Role in Counter-Drone Efforts 
Pentagon turns to AI targeting to help troops shoot drones
Pentagon will ‘never again’ rely on a single AI provider, official says
5 US bases selected for anti-drone pilot program
Pentagon Taps Five Bases to Pilot Drone Defense Program
Pentagon names five bases that will get anti-drone energy weapons
Pentagon turns to AI targeting to help troops shoot drones
Pentagon eyes 3-year cyber training requirement, overriding new Army policy
Pentagon seeks smarter, self-organizing drones as autonomous-warfare budget is poised to skyrocket
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: FY26 Defense Community Infrastructure Program Notice of Funding Opportunity is Live
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· 2027 REPI Challenge Request for Proposals Released: Strengthening Defense Missions and Safeguarding Warfighter Readiness. Pre proposals must be submitted through the REPI Challenge Portal by Thursday, July 2, 2026, at 8:00 PM Eastern Time.
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ANG leaders convene to align on wartime readiness, ‘bring the future faster’
Luke AFB Airmen pioneer AI integration for daily operations
DAF leaders outline readiness, modernization priorities in FY27 budget testimony
Dept. of Air Force 'still working' to sort space programs into acquisition portfolios: Ainsworth
Restricted Reports Aerial Refueling Tankers: Air Force Needs More Focused Metrics and a Risk-Based Mitigation Plan to Improve Sustainment GAO-26-107836SU, May 26
War in pieces: Air Force wants special ops plane that can be built on the fly
Air Force underestimating aircraft maintenance delays, GAO finds
Air Force greenlights requirements for MQ-9A Reaper drone replacement
Why loyal wingman drones may be the future of global airpower
Air Force Readiness: Actions Needed to Address Depot Maintenance Delays and Staffing Challenges GAO-26-107890, May 14
Air Force MQ-9 downs aerial targets with cheap air-to-air missiles
Air Force wants AI in its air-ops command-and-control system 
Air Force Wants to Arm Tanker, Cargo Aircraft with Active Defenses
AF This week in Photos: May 29 | May 22 | May 15 | May 8 | May 1  
[bookmark: _Toc139290534][bookmark: _Toc139290644][bookmark: _Toc139291405][bookmark: _Toc139291575][bookmark: _Toc139291727][bookmark: _Toc142033657][bookmark: _Toc142078814][bookmark: _Toc144806409][bookmark: _Toc144832084][bookmark: _Toc144832259][bookmark: _Toc144832322][bookmark: _Toc147496151][bookmark: _Toc149916450][bookmark: _Toc149922567][bookmark: _Toc152563726][bookmark: _Toc155260140][bookmark: _Toc155266269][bookmark: _Toc157786334][bookmark: _Toc163555311][bookmark: _Toc163584224][bookmark: _Toc163585892][bookmark: _Toc166002358][bookmark: _Toc166068001][bookmark: _Toc166077756][bookmark: _Toc168059606][bookmark: _Toc168066793][bookmark: _Toc170743908][bookmark: _Toc173433102][bookmark: _Toc173559820][bookmark: _Toc176276509][bookmark: _Toc181607084][bookmark: _Toc181607143][bookmark: _Toc205193576][bookmark: _Toc205193633][bookmark: _Toc205202520][bookmark: _Toc205202601][bookmark: _Toc207792116][bookmark: _Toc207793023][bookmark: _Toc207885197][bookmark: _Toc210321894][bookmark: _Toc210322262][bookmark: _Toc210402177][bookmark: _Toc213083510][bookmark: _Toc213165123][bookmark: _Toc213165171][bookmark: _Toc215588972][bookmark: _Toc215589027][bookmark: _Toc223434058][bookmark: _Toc226389291][bookmark: _Toc231553825][bookmark: _Toc231911322]Army
Army, interagency, industry and local leaders unite at inaugural DCI Summit
US Army receives first lightweight Javelin launchers
Pentagon considers restoring Army aviation cuts
US soldiers learn to identify drones by sound
Army orders rifle-mounted smart scopes to down small drones
Here’s how the Army plans to spend nearly $1 billion in procuring small counter drone tech
Air Force Tests APKWS Laser-Guided Rockets on MQ-9
Hegseth rethinking Army reforms, cuts to aviation
Hegseth: Pentagon is 'taking another look' at deep cuts to Army's aircraft budget
The next Army chief won’t inherit a force, he'll inherit an argument
Driscoll reveals new plan to buy cheaper interceptors with Army-owned IP
Here’s what’s behind the US Army’s $2.1B R&D funding increase
Army wants to field all 11 divisions NGC2 capabilities in five-year window 
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Marine Corps Revamps Training Courses to Build Reconnaissance, Scout Skills
Report to Congress on the Marine Corps' Amphibious Combat Vehicle
VMFA-251 pioneers new F-35 communications tactics at WTI
H-1s Become Drone Control Platforms
Marines mandate servicewide AI training by year’s end
The US Marine Corps is looking for a few good robots to build airfields
Marine Corps fields 3,500 first-person view attack drones
VMFA-251 pioneers new F-35 communications tactics at WTI
Johnson Valley Shared Use Area will be temporarily closed to the public August 13–27, 2026, to support critical service-level Marine Corps training. For more information, please visit: www.29palms.marines.mil/johnsonvalley.
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U.S. Navy's 2026 Shipbuilding Plan
Report to Congress on U.S. Extended Deterrence and Regional Nuclear Capabilities
US Navy to explore powering shore installations with aircraft carriers
The Navy used drones to sink a retired warship 
Navy SEALs In Mini-Submarines Teamed With Underwater Drones In The Works
Navy, Marine Corps back longer amphib readiness cycles, request more ships
US Navy could run out of money by July, top officer warns
Drone boats make debut in Navy’s 30-year shipbuilding plan
Trump-class Battleship will get same nuclear reactor as Ford aircraft carrier
Navy unveils three new PAEs for aviation, mission systems, munitions
Naval aviators will no longer command amphibious warships, CNO says
Acting Navy Secretary Hung Cao’s early I&S shakeup sparks questions, concerns 
USNI News Western Pacific Pulse: May 29, 2026
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: May 26, 2026
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Epic Fury highlighted Space Force needs for distributed ops, EW sites
SpaceX wins $2.29B to speed Space Force's LEO communications 'backbone'
SpaceX wins $4.16B Space Force contract to detect airborne moving targets
Space Force plans nationwide network of ‘resilient operations centers’
Former Space Command Leader Says Space Now Underpins Modern Warfare
US Space Command, Allies Crafting Ops Plan for Orbital Warfare
With launches slated to grow a hundredfold, Space Force seeks more sites, money, people, and AI
Space Force to Overhaul Key Early Warning, Surveillance Radars
Space Force Eyes Operations ‘Hub’ for Data Transport Network
Space Force wraps decades-long GPS upgrade—and the next one is on tap
Lt. Gen. Doug Schiess tapped as 3rd Space Force chief 
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$175 Million to Help Communities Recover from Recent Disasters and Strengthen Their Resilience Against Future Disasters
Additional $237 Million to Help Rebuild Communities Affected by Disasters 
DHS Makes $648 Million Available to Help Firefighters and First Responders Nationwide
FEMA Finalizing Fiscal Year 2025 Nonprofit Security Grant Program Subawards
FEMA Approves More Than $5.4 Billion in Recovery Funding
Submit Comments on the FEMA Review Council Recommendation Report by June 8  
Trump-appointed FEMA panel urges states should take the lead in disaster recovery
FEMA should employ fewer staff and offer aid to fewer individuals, Trump’s council recommends
 Released its Final Report marking a major milestone in the administration’s ongoing efforts to strengthen FEMA’s mission, operations and accountability.
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
· Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) Fiscal Years 2024 and 2025 
· Notice of Interest form open now
· Final sub-applications due July 9, 2026 
· Submit or Update Your Flood Mitigation Assistance Application by August 6 
· Apply for FEMA's FY24-25 Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Grants by July 23  
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State leaders renew call for cyber grant program’s renewal
Critical Infrastructure Protection: Actions Needed to Address Persistent Cybersecurity Threats to the Water and Wastewater Sector Statement of David B Hinchman, Director, Information Technology and Cybersecurity GAO-26-109159, May 21
Some of the biggest cyber risks to the military don’t start inside government networks
Cyberattacks are now part of US counterterrorism strategy
State cyber officials’ confidence is down, survey finds
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Joint Fire Science Program’s FY2024–2025 Progress Report highlights recent investments in applied wildland fire research, science delivery, graduate innovation, and regional knowledge exchange.
Miss any of the recent post-wildfire webinars? You can access all the webinar recordings at AfterTheFlames.com under ‘Webinar Archive’
Podcast: Strengthening America’s Forests with Chief Tom Schultz
Prescribed Burns Saved 60 Lives and $2.8B in Western US Wildfires
Carbon markets underestimate the risks U.S. forests face from climate change
Wildfire risk is rising — as are the costs to fight them
Middle Colorado Watershed Council receives $350,000 wildfire resilience investment
'We're dry:' The new U.S. Wildland Fire Service prepares for extreme fire season
Most of the U.S. West Will Face Above-Normal Wildfire Risk This Summer
Wildfire prevention work declines under Trump administration
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY:
· Collaborative Capacity Program Grants funds will support collaborative activities that support wildfire resilience, recreation opportunities, land & watershed restoration, and rural economies. Tribal applicant deadline: July 13, 2026. The Community Partner applicant deadline has passed. $20,000 - $50,000 grants.
STATES
AZ: Major Forest Service changes stoke concern amid AZ wildfire season
CA: Governor Newsom announces $30 million for regional wildfire prevention and landscape projects ahead of wildfire season
CA: California Wildfire and Resilience Task Force Meeting Agenda: June 5 2026
CA: Task Force to Share Updates on the 2026 Action Plan at June 5 Meeting
CA: During Wildfire Preparedness Week, Governor Newsom announces $70 million available for wildfire prevention and resilience projects statewide
CA: Three CA blazes burning now are a wake-up call for challenging summer ahead
CA: Following Governor’s Executive Order, California Takes Swift Action to Expand Beneficial Fire Statewide 
CA: CAL FIRE Announces $100 Million in Funding to Increase Community and Landscape Wildfire Resilience
CA: Southern California Ignition Reduction Program Launches Webpage with Resources to Reduce Roadside Ignitions
CA: Wildfire Resilience Index Provides New Interactive Tool to Support Communities and Landscapes Living with Fire
CA: Collaborative Stewardship Toolkit
CA: Board of Forestry Releases Draft of Zone Zero Defensible Space Regulations
CA: California Must Move Faster on Wildfire Risk, Experts Warn
CA: Expanding Private Lands Burning in California
CO: Colorado Pine Beetle Outbreak Spreads as Forest Damage Jumps 148%
NM: Governor declares statewide drought and severe fire conditions - Agencies will coordinate community and water protection efforts
UT: This wildfire season could be hotter, drier and pricer, Utah officials say 
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Southern Nevada airport gets grant to build traffic control tower
New States, Aircraft Confirmed for FAA’s AAM Test Program
Eve eVTOL completes hover and low-speed tests
FAA
Secretary Duffy Unveils New Rule to Protect Critical Infrastructure from Drone Threats
Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy & FAA Administrator Bedford Deliver Radical Transparency with New “Modern Skies” Website
FAA Proposes Drone Restrictions for Critical Infrastructure
$835.8 Million for Air Traffic Control Facility Upgrades Across U.S. 
$523 Million to Modernize Airport Infrastructure in 43 States
New FAA Program Moves to Strengthen Controller Pipeline, Standardize Training
FAA Takes Action to Improve Airport Safety
Secretary Duffy Completes Phase One Overhaul of Critical ‘Pilot Alert System’ Over A Year Ahead of Schedule
FAA Establishes ‘No Drone Zones’ for FIFA World Cup 2026 Stadiums, Fan Events and Base Camps
Electric Aircraft: FAA Is Evaluating Designs for Certification and Considering Long-Term Regulatory Approaches GAO-26-107816, May 27
FAA administrator opposes ADS-B-based billing
FAA Says It Can Cut 2,000 Controller Positions From 'Full Staffing' Level
More Eyes in the Sky: FAA Plans Expansion of Weather Cameras
FAA Completes First Phase of New Notam System
Update: FAA to Host Virtual Public Workshops for Phoenix Area FAA Modernization Project
DRONES
New drone authorities for local law enforcement: Turning power into preparedness
FAA expands drone oversight and operational access for public safety agencies
Commercial Drone Alliance Welcomes Long-Awaited Proposal to Protect Critical Infrastructure Facilities from Rogue Drones
Drone threats are escalating. America’s airspace intelligence isn’t keeping pace.
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FCC Kicks Off First Spectrum Auction in Four Years
Secretary Lutnick Appoints Sheriff Michael Adkinson as Chairman of FirstNet Authority Board
NTIA Launches Spectrum.gov, Bringing Transparency to Spectrum Policy
Remarks of Assistant Secretary Arielle Roth at the Princeton NextG Symposium
Remarks of Assistant Secretary Arielle Roth at the 2026 CTIA Summit
DIU launches $2M prize competition for 'ready-now' autonomous spectrum management
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Try the New Geospatial Search Tool for the New Mexico Water Data Catalog
Interior Advances Public Access to Recreation Data with New Mapping Milestone
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FEDERAL
DOE: Secretary Wright Announces Leadership Changes to Deliver Affordable, Reliable and Secure Energy to the American People
DOT: Secretary Duffy Launches Small Modular Nuclear Reactors Initiative to Drive Down Costs for U.S. Shipping, Enhance Energy Dominance
DHS: Coast Guard to establish Special Missions Command as disaster and maritime response demands grow 
DHS-CBP: U.S. Border Patrol marks 102 years of defending America’s borders
DHS-CBP: Rosario 'Pete' Vasquez as Chief of the U.S. Border Patrol
DHS-CBP: Trump administration delivers a full year of zero releases at the border 
EPA: EPA Launches Transparent, Interactive Permitting Map
EPA: The EPA Permitting Authority Map assists with identifying which regulatory agency has the authority to review and approve permits corresponding to EPA’s Permitting Programs and their supporting environmental statutes. 
USDA: USDA is using AI, but doesn’t have the required controls to manage risks, watchdog finds
USDA-NRCS: Colton L. Buckley as Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation Service
STATES
· CA: CA Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force Monthly Newsletter
· CO: Governor Polis and Colorado Congressional Delegation Applaud New Mission Assignment for Colorado National Guard Members
· UT: Gov. Cox and White House Permitting Council sign agreement to streamline permitting in Utah
TRIBAL 
Nygren News May_2026
NATHPO's 26th Annual Conference & Sacred Places Summit will take place August 24-28, 2026, at the Hotel Albuquerque
DATA CENTERS
Despite 'peak hype,' orbital data centers for AI not yet ready for NatSec prime time
Data Centers Become ‘Public Enemy No. 1’ for Some States
Water, electricity remain major data center concerns, survey says
What’s going on with Kevin O’Leary’s Canadian data center?
America's data centers are thirsty. Rural towns are paying the price—from tanked water pressure to stolen desert groundwater
Navajo Nation leaders oppose data center in Page, Arizona
Data Centers Have a PFAS Problem
AI data centers appear to be creating their own microclimates
Recording and the slide deck from WestFAST's May 7 webinar on Siting Issues and Data Centers, presented by Mary Ann Dickinson, Policy Director of Land and Water for the Lincoln Institute
AZ: Tucson data center water use approved with rules
AZ: Arizona water officials approve wells tied to Project Blue data center
AZ: As data center projects continue in AZ, national poll shows wide disapproval
CA: Lawmakers move to pull back curtain on AI Data Centers amid strain on power and water
CA: Desert groundwater agency hears overwhelming opposition to proposed desert data center
CA: Data centers may soon be blocked in this California city
CA: The Intersection of Data Center Development, Water Availability, and Environmental Justice In California
CA: Coachella Residents Confront Developers Over Massive Proposed Data Center at Heated Town Hall
CA: Water a big question for proposed AI data center in eastern Kern desert
CA: Data center proposed in Inyokern draws water, other concerns in east Kern
CO: Denver City Council unanimously approves 1-year moratorium on new data centers
CO: Colorado lawmakers reject data center environmental regulations
NM: Gallup City Council punts decision on wastewater agreement with proposed New Mexico data center project 
NM: Gallup data center water deal draws Navajo concerns
UT: Kevin O’Leary says he's not walking away from Utah data center plan after 'outrageous' call to scale back 
UT: Utah Senate president calls on Kevin O’Leary to scale back data center by 75%
UT: Gov. Cox signs Executive Order involving data center development, effective immediately
UT: Cox signs executive order establishing statewide framework for data center development
UT: Second water rights application for Box Elder County data center withdrawn
UT: Box Elder County residents won’t get to vote on data center referendum, county attorney says
UT: Family near Box Elder County data center worries about water quality going back into the lake
UT: Utah’s fragile desert could feel like the Sahara if America’s biggest data center gets built
UT: Utah protesters want more sunlight on data center plan and its effects on water and air
UT: Residents question water use as Utah faces drought, data center plan
UT: Utah law limits opposition to massive Box Elder data center proposal
UT: Box Elder data center organizers withdraw water rights application, nulling protest letters
UT: 5 things to know about MIDA as it works to usher in a massive data center
UT: ‘Irresponsible’: backlash as Utah approves datacenter twice the size of Manhattan
UT: Box Elder Co. Commission votes to allow data center despite massive outcry
UT: Box Elder County commissioners OK controversial data center proposal
UT: Hundreds cry out as Box Elder commissioners wave in massive data center
INFRASTRUCTURE
FHWA Makes $3B Available for Bridge Investment
$3 Billion in Rebuilding America’s Aging Bridges
USDOT Unveils New National Freight Strategic Plan
Permitting Council Announces Latest Federal-State Agreement to Streamline Permitting
Trump’s Transportation Department to Invest $19 Million in Tribal Transit Projects Nationwide
California Energy Commission Announces Over $55M to Expand Public EV Fast Charging
Colorado DOT Approves 10-Year Transportation Plan
NDOT, RTC Launching I-11 SafeTech Corridor Project in Central Las Vegas Valley
FY 2026 Notice of Funding Opportunity: Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development Planning
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