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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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[bookmark: _Hlk210041496]You are cordially invited to participate in the Friday, February 27th WRP TEC call (10:00 am Pacific). Please click here to RSVP. This call will feature the following presentations: 
· Picuris Community Solar Phase II by Wayne Yazza Jr., Director of Utilities, Pueblos of Picuris (former Governor for the Pueblo of Picuris) and Celestino Yazza, Utilities Technician, Pueblo of Picuris
· Nevada Native Seed Partnership by Mervin Wright Jr., Nevada Restoration Tribal Liaison, The Nature Conservancy

The January 30th WRP TEC call featured the following presentations: 
· Update by the National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (NATHPO) by Dr. Valerie Grussing, Director for Legislative Affairs and Strategic Partnerships, NATHPO; and Ira Mat, Executive Director for Indigenous Diplomacy and Federal Relations, NATHPO
· Good Data, Stronger Tribes (Overcoming Native American data challenges in Southern California) by Robert Maxim, Fellow, Brookings Metro

The meeting can be viewed here.
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There are three Deep-Dives in support of the current WRP Priority of “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster”:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs

WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items.

2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives. For more details contact: amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org
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· Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy Streamlines Regulations to Make Energy Products More Affordable for American Families
FERC
· FERC Issues Agenda and Notice for the Fourth Meeting of the Federal and State Current Issues Collaborative
· House Subcommittee on Energy | Oversight of FERC: Advancing Affordable and Reliable Energy for All Americans
· January 2026 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 1 
· Summaries | January 2026 Commission Meeting
· Sunshine Notice | January 2026 Commission Meeting
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FACT SHEET: The Department of Energy Is Ending The War On Beautiful, Clean Coal
Energy Department Convenes First National Coal Council Meeting Under Renewed Charter, Reaffirming Coal’s Role in Unleashing American Energy 
FACT SHEET: Trump Administration Outlines Plan To Build Big Power Plants Again
FACT SHEET: The Energy Department Is Delivering On Accelerating The Deployment Of Nuclear Power 
FACT SHEET: Delivering On U.S. Oil And Natural Gas Production
Energy Department Announces Realignment of Critical Minerals and Energy Innovation Programs
EIA
EIA forecasts strongest four-year growth in U.S. electricity demand since 2000, fueled by data centers
Monthly Densified Biomass Fuel Report
Monthly Energy Review
Electric Power Monthly
State Energy Data System: Coal through 2024
US Oil and Gas Wells by Production Rate
Wholesale Electricity and Natural Gas Markets data
Total Energy Monthly Data
· Short-Term Energy Outlook
· Natural Gas Monthly
· Petroleum Supply Monthly
· U.S. Movements of Crude Oil by Rail
· Liquids Pipeline Projects 
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National Energy Dominance Council Announces Landmark Agreement to Restore Grid Reliability and Lower Costs
DOI-BLM
· BLM announces March 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Utah
· BLM announces March 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Nevada
· BLM announces March 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Colorado
· BLM seeks input for May 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in New Mexico and Texas
· BLM oil and gas lease sale in New Mexico and Oklahoma generates nearly $327 million in revenue
· BLM is seeking public input on proposed updates to oil and gas leasing and development on public lands in central California. Two virtual public meetings will be held to discuss the draft plan, with comments accepted through the BLM National NEPA Register through March 6. Learn more.
EPA
· EPA Disapproves Colorado’s Regional Haze Plan and Supports State’s Coal Plants
· AASHTO Comments on EPA’s Updated WOTUS Definition
DOI-USFS
· USDA Forest Service issues revised oil and gas leasing rule
USFWS
· Draft Compatibility Determination for Right-of-Way Permits for San Diego Gas and Electric Company
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Top energy issues to watch in legislatures
AZ: Notice of Virtual Public Meeting and Possible Executive Session AZOGCC | February 9 10 AM MST. Join via Zoom on Meeting Date/Time or By Phone: 669-444-9171 | Meeting ID: 85211759167 | Passcode: 112254. Agenda Questions? Contact azogcc@azdeq.gov
CA: The biggest US solar-storage project yet takes shape… 
CA: The agenda is now available for the February 11, 2026, Energy Commission Business Meeting.
CA: California water district plans up to 21 GW of solar on fallowed farmland
CO: CRO’s Microgrids for Community Resilience (MCR) program is designed to reduce electric grid disruptions by funding the development of microgrids across Colorado. In 2025, MCR funded a total of $4.3M for 4 projects
NV: Governor Lombardo Announces Appointments to Nevada Fuel Resiliency Committee  
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Navajo Nation and North Path Transmission Major Energy Infrastructure Project
After Trump’s clean-energy clawback, tribes ‘turn and…
DOE's Office of Indian Energy is pleased to announce its 2026 Tribal Energy Webinar Series page to register:
· February 12: Beyond Land Leases: Harnessing Data Centers for Tribal Economic Development
· March 12: Office of Indian Energy Program Review Mini-Series: Alaska Energy Focus
· March 18: Successful Power Project Development Best Practices
Data Centers: Exploring the Opportunity for Tribes
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SunZia:
· Electricity grid will change drastically soon: 3.5 GW wind corridor approved for the West
· Thousands of workers are mobilized in the southwestern US desert following the approval of the SunZia wind farm project, an $11 billion undertaking that will install more than 900 turbines and the largest renewable energy infrastructure in the Western Hemisphere
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CEQ Issues Guidance on Emergencies and the National Environmental Policy Act
CEQ Demos Tech to Speed Up Federal Environmental Reviews
Copper Creek Exploration Project Completes Federal Permitting
Supreme Court denies Friant claim they own SJR water
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EPA Announces Intent to Regulate Dozens of Uses of Five Phthalate Chemicals to Protect Workers and Environment
EPA Proposes CWA Section 401 Rule to Streamline Permitting, Unleash Economic Growth, and Protect America’s Waterways
EPA Announces Next Step in Gold Standard Review of Fluoride to Inform Protective Recommendations 
EPA Advances Cooperative Federalism to Improve Air Quality by Taking an Important Step to Reconsider Biden-era “Good Neighbor Plan”
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Assessing the Global Temperature and Precipitation Analysis in 2025 
Drought Reduces Groundwater Inflow into Western Streams
El Niño & La Niña Make Drought and Other Water Extremes Move in Sync
NOAA to Adopt New Index to Monitor
Drought Status Update for the Intermountain West | January 15, 2026
Snow Drought Current Conditions and Impacts in the West | January 8, 2026
DOI
· SO 3447 - Expanding Hunting and Fishing Access, Removing Unnecessary Barriers, and Ensuring Consistency Across the Department of the Interior Lands and Waters
· Interior Advances President Trump’s Executive Order 14181 Priorities, Approves Sites Reservoir Project to Strengthen California Water Reliability
· Trump administration gives approval to CA’s Sites Reservoir
DOI-BLM
Beaver Dam Analogues, or BDAs, are artificial structures designed to mimic the natural benefits of beaver dams on creeks and rivers. Learn how BLM uses BDAs to improve water retention, restore meadow habitats, and support healthier public lands.
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Reclamation continues Sites Reservoir Project public negotiation sessions
Reclamation Releases Draft EIS with Colorado River Options
Reclamation releases draft environmental review for post-2026 Colorado River operations
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· Proposed Nationwide Conservation Benefit Agreement for Bumble Bees 
· USFWS recognizes Naval Base Ventura County for excellence in natural resource conservation
· 91 FR 2947 - Endangered Wildlife and Plants; Recovery Permit Applications Federal Register. Notices. Notice of receipt of permit applications... Friday, January 23, 2026. PDF (253.7 KB) TEXT (31.9 KB) DETAILS
· 91 FR 3096 - Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 90-Day Findings for 10 Species
Federal Register. Proposed Rules. Notification of petition findings and... Monday, January 26, 2026. PDF (265.8 KB) TEXT (39.3 KB) DETAILS
USGS
· USGS Webinar Recording on National Water Availability Now Available
· Irrigated acreage has shifted East since 1997, though total U.S. irrigated acreage has remained flat   
NASA
· An Unrelenting Tule Fog
· Early Runoff Forecasts Are Low in the Colorado River Basin
· Drought in 2025 in 14 Graphics
USDA-NRCS
February 20th Arizona Batching Deadline for Regional Conservation Partnership Program Projects
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program Ranking Pool Reports Available
Assessing the Global Temperature and Precipitation Analysis in 2025
Water and Climate Update: Jan. 29, 2026 | Jan. 22, 2026 | Jan. 15, 2026 | Jan. 8, 2026 
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Western States Water Newsletter: Jan. 23, 2026 | Jan. 16, 2026 
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ADEQ is holding a virtual stakeholder meeting to discuss updated draft rule language for the Arizona Administrative Code R18-2-613.01 Yuma PM10 Nonattainment Area; Agricultural Best Management Practices on Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026, at 1 p.m. Updated Yuma PM10 Agricultural Best Management Practices Draft Rule | View Clean PDF | View Word Document with Tracked Changes. Register via GoToWebinar
After receiving approval from the Arizona Department of Water Resources last month, the Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District (CAGRD) has announced the release of its 2025 Plan of Operations
ADEQ is proposing to revise the way in which annual inflation increases to its water quality fees are calculated. ADEQ proposes minor changes to add a statutory reference, fix typographical errors, and repeal an outdated rule within the same chapter. The NPRM can be viewed here. Virtual Public Hearing Wednesday, March 2, 2026, 1:00 PM (AZ time). Join meeting here.
New aerial technology aims to predict water management in Phoenix area
AG Announces Groundbreaking Willcox Basin Settlement; WRRC Named
Arizona to limit groundwater pumping in hard-hit area
Arizona expands groundwater regulation to western edge of state
ADWR Director finds cause for Ranegras Plain Groundwater Basin to become Arizona’s 8th Active Management Area
Attorney General Mayes Announces Precedent-Setting Settlement with Riverview Dairy to Reduce Groundwater Usage, Securing $11M for Well Drilling, Water-Hauling and Groundwater Access
Restoring the Forest Around Arizona Nordic Village Without Disrupting the Experience
PODCAST: ADOT's partnership with native nations across Arizona
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California’s water resilience strategy shows major progress after winter storms: state out of drought, according to U.S. Drought Monitor
December Storms, Improved Flexibility Allow DWR to Increase State Water Project Allocation
Clearlake sewer spill area expanded; more water tanks installed
Video: State Water Project Allocation Process
How the State Water Project Used Adaptive Management to Capture More Water During Recent Storms
Dry January Cuts into Early-Season Snowpack Gains
As Flood Recovery Efforts Continue in King Salmon, Residents Brace for Steep Insurance Deductibles
California Drought Free Statewide, But Snow Drought Threatens Water Supplies
Artificial Intelligence and California’s Water
Four Years of Innovation and Teamwork: DWR Applies Science and Engineering to Support Winter-Run Chinook Salmon on the McCloud River
New Flood-MAR dashboard available for public testing
California’s Fifth Climate Change Assessment in the works
Golden mussel invasion in California threatens water systems and agriculture
Protecting public health: Inside the Division of Drinking Water
Westlands pushes for more water storage as Calif. declared drought-free
Recommendations for Modernizing Water Rights for 21st Century Challenges
Court ruling could complicate plans for California water tunnel
California court rejects DWR’s Delta tunnel bond authority
The Flood-MAR Network’s Estimating Recharge Action Team has created a Groundwater Recharge Estimation factsheet.
California Department of Water Resources to release water down Oroville Dam's main spillway
Kern water agency wants $14 million or it will cut off water to 600 homes in Stanislaus County
Judge tosses one "cause of action" in long-running Kern River case
Water continued to be a dominant factor in Kern County ag land values in 2025
MEETING NOTES: Golden mussels found in more Kern systems, topping ag district’s worries
California’s water resilience strategy shows major progress after winter storms: state out of drought, according to U.S. Drought Monitor
Drought to deluge: California’s reservoirs start 2026 near capacity but risks remain
How full are Lake Shasta, California reservoirs in 2026?
Where California’s reservoirs stand now, after series of storms
More than 168,000 acre-feet of water could have been captured by Sites Reservoir from recent storms
America's largest reservoir remains in peril
State authorizes expedited judicial review for Pure Water Southern California environmental process
Cities pay much more than agricultural districts for water
San Diego-based Water Farm 1 aims to move freshwater production under the sea
Port of San Diego receives grant to stop seaweed
Delta Conveyance Project Planning – Looking Back at Progress Made and Ahead to What’s Next
Pumping allocation described as “necessary evil” approved by Kings County groundwater agency
The Salton Sea Has Gone From Massive Accident, to Resort Destination, to Pollution Threat, to Potential Lithium Bonanza
Salton Sea Authority secures $1.76M federal funding for feasibility study
Clearlake sewer spill released nearly three million gallons of sewage, county officials say
Nearly 60 homes impacted by massive Robin Lane sewage spill in Clearlake, California, officials say
Lake Oroville reduces outflow by 40%, officials say
Fresno County well owners get more time to register wells, but not much
Camarillo challenges ruling over groundwater supply
California water district plans up to 21 GW of solar on land fallowed due to water shortages
This Little-Known Island in San Francisco Bay Is Being Returned to Nature
Colorado
Governor Polis Celebrates Investments into Pikes Peak Outdoor Recreation Alliance; Protecting and Improving Colorado's Outdoor Economy
Colorado's snow drought creates economic challenges for ski resorts, local businesses
Colorado water officials plan for "grim" drought forecasts
Winter drought continues to deepen across Colorado, threatening spring water supply
Colorado River project gets $412K state funding
Real time snowpack in the Roaring Fork basin
Nottingham Ranch preserved in agricultural conservation easement
Restoring Kawuneeche Valley at Rocky Mountain National Park
NeVADA
Judge grants restraining order in grass removal lawsuit against Southern Nevada Water Authority
Judge blocks Water Authority from labeling grass non-functional in temporary order
Southern Nevada faces green space loss as water-saving measures clash with tree advocates
Rare desert plant thrives at Nevada solar site, offering lessons for the Mountain West
Tahoe Water for Fire partnership secures $2.125M in federal funding for critical water infrastructure projects
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The Rocky Mountain Section of the American Water Works Association will host the 2026 New Mexico Water Summit (April 8-9) to bring together water-related engineers, operators, technicians, project/utility managers, consultants, students and more to gain valuable insights, foster professional connections, and contribute to the collective effort of addressing vital water concerns in New Mexico. Register Here
New Mexico 360 Groundwater Report
Unlocking Water Insights Through Project Velocity
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Cox calls for prayer again as Utah's snowpack nears record low
Utah urges water conservation preparations with outlook 'not looking great'
Will It Ever Snow In Utah? Salt Lake City Snowpack Plummets to Record Low
This new pipeline will keep water flowing for 1.6 million Utahns in a disaster
Utah snowpack behind schedule as warm storms push snowlines higher
Why the rain might not solve Utah's water problems this season
Utah's agriculture water program reporting successes
Drought, warmth get a grip on Utah as snow fails to fall
Oil train group seeks reaffirmation of federal agency decision
The feds are reviewing arid Washington County's reuse plans
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Tribal Highlight: Hoopa Valley Tribe is Working to Prevent the Extinction of Northern Spotted Owls
Federal Land and Water Management: Additional Actions Would Strengthen Agreements with Tribes GAO-26-106626, January 28
NOAA’s National Integrated Drought Information System Tribal Engagement 2021-2025 Accomplishments 
Enhancing Tribal Drought Monitoring Through Expansion and Application of Climate Engine Tools
The Pueblo of Isleta invites you to join a conversation about the health and healing of our ancestral waters. A Meeting of Sacred Waters 2026, is a global gathering to highlight Indigenous-led solutions in support of our ancestral waters and lands.
Navajo Utah Commission Discusses Water Access, Infrastructure Planning
Improving Climate Services for Tribes: Recommendations from a National Survey of Service Users and Providers in: Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society - Ahead of print
DWR recently released the 2023 California Tribal Water Summit Proceedings Summary.
Klamath Indigenous Land Trust buys 10,000 acres along river
March 3-5, 2025: Stewards of the Southwest Summit 
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The Scale of Landowner Investments in Conservation Across the American West
April 22-23rd: 2026 Washington DC Roundtable - Interstate Council on Water Policy
Report: 13 Great Lakes’ Worth of Water Underlies the Contiguous United States
California-Nevada Drought Early Warning System January Drought & Climate Outlook webinar recording
Bridging the Gap: Transportation Ecology
[bookmark: _Hlk210734010]Colorado River:
· Governor Katie Hobbs Releases Statement on Upcoming Colorado River Meeting 
· Governors Dive Into an Impasse Over Colorado River Water Use
· Governors wade into the fight over Colorado River water rights
· Utah is ready for Colorado River deal, Gov. Cox says after meeting with other leaders 
· Colorado ‘is not going to be a sucker’ around Colorado River issues, says Attorney General Weiser, as Gov. Polis attends negotiation in DC
· Colorado River governors express cautious optimism after 'historic' DC meeting
· Governors leave D.C. meeting with no deal on Colorado River
· Burgum’s Colorado River summit raises hopes, but no deal
· Colorado River state governors meet with Interior Secretary
· Inside Trump admin’s high-stakes Colorado River summit with CA
· Arizona seeks fair share of Colorado River water in negotiations with upper basin states
· Reclamation releases draft environmental review for post-2026 Colorado River operations
· Western governors issue statement on Colorado River meeting
· Colorado Committed to Solutions Ahead of Colorado River Talks
· Governor Polis Attends Colorado River Discussions with Interior Secretary and Western Governors
· Trump administration proposes Colorado River options that could hit California hard
· Poor Colorado River snowpack will put pressure on New Mexico
· Fiery speeches and calls for compromise: What Colorado River negotiators are saying on eve of DC summit
· Colorado River at the Crossroads: What Happens if Talks Fail
· Colorado River governors meet in Washington, D.C., about water allocations
· Colorado River states meet Friday in DC with federal deadline looming, litigation threat growing
· Colorado River water cuts would be ‘devastating’ to Central Arizona Project, leaders say
· Jared Polis, top water negotiator travel to DC over Colorado River impasse
· California Faces Tough Choices as Federal Water Rules Near Expiration
· Nevada and six other states approaching deadline to determine plan for Colorado River
· Colorado River states meet Friday in DC with federal deadline looming, litigation threat growing 
· Colorado is gearing up to fight for water rights as the Colorado River stalemate continues
· Nevada not prioritizing defense for Colorado River court battle — yet
· Gov. Cox to attend high-stakes meeting on future of Colorado River
· IID Advances Voluntary Conservation Efforts to Support Lake Mead and the Colorado River System
· Governors of Colorado River states summoned to DC in hopes of breaking negotiations impasse
· Cox, other governors summoned to DC for Colorado River talks
· Colorado River talks: States are still at odds but working toward a 5-year plan
· Colorado's Attorney General prepares for legal battle over water rights for 40 million people
· Colorado River at the Crossroads: Why the Old Rules Are Breaking Down
· Solving The Gordian Knot Of The Colorado River Compact
· Colorado River states face last-ditch effort to agree on shortages
· How the feds draft plan for the Colorado River could affect Utah
· IID Works to Ensure Post-2026 Colorado River Plan Is Lawful, Durable, and Basinwide
· IID reviews federal study on river operations after 2026
· Colorado River experts say some management options don’t go far enough to address scarcity, climate change
· Why Colorado River states are struggling to reach a water deal
· New innovations to help save the Colorado River
· Colorado River states need a 'federal threat' to make a water deal, this expert argues
· 5 alternatives for Colorado River water released by federal government
· What will happen to the Colorado River?
· Feds want states to weigh in on Colorado River plans before it’s too late
· Feds publish possible playbook for managing dwindling Colorado River supply
· BOR publishes report on post 2026 Colorado River solution alternatives
· Interior Department releases draft management plan for Colorado River
· Bureau of Reclamation charts potential paths forward for Colorado River
· What proposed Colorado River report could mean for California
· Feds release draft long-term plans for Colorado River management
· Feds release plan for Colorado River if states don't strike a deal
· Water shortage in 2026: Pressure builds on Colorado River, Lake Mead
· At Lake Powell, Engineering Is Outpacing Colorado River Policy
· Deadlocked Colorado River negotiators to meet, 'sequestered'
· Tribes stake their claim on the Colorado River, and help conserve it 
Tijuana River:
· County supervisors to vote on $4.75M plan to address Tijuana River pollution
· Sewer pipe collapses, adding millions of gallons of raw sewage into Tijuana River
· A new Tijuana River sewage spill, hours after feds announce millions in aid for pollution
· New trash deflectors capture 80 tons of debris in storms
· Tijuana River Trash Boom proving its worth after recent rainstorms
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February 10th 12-1:15 PM MST: WRRC Water Webinar: Water Infrastructure Security since 9/11: What’s New, and Why?. Register here. 
February 10th 6-7:30 PM MST: Running on Empty: Facing Water Scarcity Across the Southwest – Session 2: Arizona's Climate Story: Variability, Change, and What Comes Next. Kol Ami Synagogue & Zoom. Register here.
April 14–15: WRRC 2026 Conference - Water for Tech, Mining & Energy: Pathways to Arizona’s Future. Early Bird Registration Now Open! More info. Register Early and Save!
WRRC Now Accepting 104(b) Water Research Grant Proposals
CAP Provides Dashboard on Colorado River Conditions
WRRC Weekly Wave: Jan. 30 | Jan. 23 | Jan. 16 | Jan. 9 
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2026 National Defense Strategy
· Pentagon shifts defense strategy to focus on homeland, offer more limited support to allies
· Experts have questions about the new National Defense Strategy—on China, force design, and more
· Trump’s national defense strategy is unlike anything that’s come before it
· Pentagon releases National Defense Strategy, with homeland defense as top priority
· Pentagon to offer 'more limited' support to US allies
EO: Prioritizing the Warfighter in Defense Contracting
Remarks by Secretary of War Pete Hegseth at SpaceX 
The War Department Overhauls Innovation Ecosystem to Accelerate Technology to the American Warfighter
Pentagon expands counter-drone authorities beyond 'fence line' 
War Department Launches AI Acceleration Strategy to Secure American Military AI Dominance
Artificial Intelligence Strategy for the Department of War
Pentagon’s new ‘non-kinetic effects cell’ bolsters Gen. Caine’s goal to better integrate cyber into U.S. military operations
Joint Interagency Task Force Announces First Replicator 2 Purchase to Counter Homeland Drone Threats
JIATF-401 Announces Updated Guidance to Counter Drone Threats in the Homeland
Joint Interagency Task Force 401 (JIATF 401) announced the publication of the “JIATF 401 Guide for Physical Protection of Critical Infrastructure,” a critical document designed to help installation commanders and local law enforcement use passive measures to secure some of the nation's most vital assets against threats from small unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS), or drones.
JIATF 401 Publishes New Guidance for Physical Protection of Critical Infrastructure 
New DOD counter-drone policy gives base commanders in US wider berth
US base commanders to have more say in defeating drone intrusions
Pentagon expands counter-drone authorities beyond 'fence line'
Pentagon names 6 appointees to lead the CTO’s top technology efforts 
Space Forces Southern Officially Activated During Ceremony in Arizona
Upcoming Artemis II Space Mission Has Multiple Yuma Proving Ground Connections
Through Fire, Ice: Nevada Air National Guard Footprint Touches All Seven Continents
National Guard deployments to US cities cost almost half a billion dollars, says CBO
National Guard deployments estimated to cost $1.1B in 2026
ADC’s National Security Starts at Home Report 
US military to expand by more than 30,000 troops this year
FY26 defense bill boosts budget by $8B, largely bypassing last-minute $28B munitions request
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· Jan. 30: National Guard Provides Storm Relief, Narco-Terrorists Taken Out, Deterrence Lauded
· Jan. 23: Celebrating Year 1 of the New Admin, Seizing Illicit Vessels, Tackling Fraud
· Jan. 16: Strengthening the Defense Industrial Base, JAGs Assist Immigration Mission in Minnesota, Protecting America's Caribbean Backyard
· Jan. 9: Taking Down Maduro, Seizing Suspicious Vessels, Launching Arsenal of Freedom Tour
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US Navy aviators seen piloting Air Force F-35A Lightning II
Air Force to bring back ‘no-notice’ combat readiness inspections
DAF puts acquisition on wartime footing, implementing SECWAR's 'Warfighting Acquisition System' 
Nellis AFB to gain electronic warfare squadron
General officers forge flying proficiency at Nellis AFB
USAF to introduce Air Expeditionary Wing 2.0
Air Force ‘battle lab’ to focus on protecting bases from small drones
Air Force stands up electronic warfare squadron for combat training
Air Force, Space Force announce acquisition changes amid Hegseth’s reform push
USAF consolidates some acquisition program offices into mission-focused groups
AF This week in Photos: Jan. 30, | Jan. 23 | Jan. 16 | Jan. 9 
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Army Audit shows measurable progress and forward momentum
Army nears 100,000 Wickr users as secure communications platform expands across the force
Army seeks acoustic detection systems to counter small drones
Army unveils new tank—five years early
Army Opens Underutilized Land to Mineral Processing
Senate confirms LaNeve to be next Army Vice Chief
As Army narrows field for its flight-school outsourcing contract, Congress says: not so fast
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Ready, Engaged, Lethal: Marine Expeditionary Force Year in Review
Marines Training to Field Small Drones in Combat Units by Year's End
VMX-1 Conducts Inaugural Flight of Marine-Owned MQ-9A Reaper from MCAS Yuma
Marine Corps picks industry team to create a robot wingman of its own
Marines start integrating FPV drones into training for new infantry officers
Johnson Valley Shared Use Area will be temporarily closed to the public February 12–26, 2026, and August 13–27, 2026, to support critical service-level Marine Corps training. For more information, please visit: www.29palms.marines.mil/johnsonvalley.
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Navy's new hedge strategy calls for 'tailored' unmanned forces to augment carriers
Report to Congress on the Navy's Constellation, FF(X) Frigate Programs
Report to Congress on Emerging Technologies
Report to Congress on the Navy's Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense Program
Report to Congress on BBG(X) Program
Navy Safety Command Report on Fiscal Year 2025 Class 'A' Mishaps
Report to Congress on the Navy's Large Unmanned Surface Vessels
GAO Report on Navy Operational Testing
GAO Report on the Effects of Continuing Resolutions on Programs Critical to National Security
SECNAV: Shipbuilders Need to Hire 250,000 Workers Over the Next Decade for ‘Golden Fleet’ 
Navy Tests Manned, Unmanned Teaming Capabilities for Collaborative Combat Aircraft Program
U.S. Navy's Military Sealift Command 2025 in Review
2026 U.S. National Defense Strategy
Navy Won’t Decommission More Littoral Combat Ships, Officials Say
USS Fitzgerald returns to San Diego following seven-month underway
CNO APEX Defense Keynote as Prepared
Navy's new hedge strategy calls for 'tailored' unmanned forces to augment carriers
Navy Is Flying Air Force F-35A Joint Strike Fighters
No longer 'experimental': Navy to deploy drone boats this year, official says
US Navy to deploy unmanned systems with surface forces this year
Navy’s future fighter jet program revived in new funding bills
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: Jan. 26, 2026 
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Space Force Activates NORTHCOM Component
Space Force envisions rolling awards for new RG-XX neighborhood watch satellites
SPACECOM chief cites Army, Marines as models for expanding on-orbit warfighting exercises
SpaceX unveils 'Stargaze' space tracking system
Space Forces Southern activated at Davis-Monthan AFB
Space Force to be activated at Davis-Monthan
Space Force Program Office Turns to New Acquisition Tools
Space Force probably needs twice as many guardians, vice chief says
Space Force Teams with Universities to Advance Sonic Boom Research in California
Space Force awards $739 million in launch orders to SpaceX
Space Force looks to expand West Coast heavy launch capabilities
Space warfare in 2026: A pivotal year for US readiness
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Funding Opportunity: Fiscal Year 2025 Disaster Supplemental: The U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) is now accepting applications through the FY 2025 Disaster Supplemental Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). Funded through supplemental appropriations, this grant program makes approximately $1.45 billion in disaster recovery funding available to American communities that received major disaster declarations due to hurricanes, wildfires, severe storms and flooding, tornadoes, and other natural disasters occurring in calendar years 2023 and 2024. Application Deadline: Readiness and Implementation grant applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until funds are exhausted or the NOFO is canceled. Industry Transformation grant applications are due by March 3 at 5:00 p.m. ET.
FEMA
With FEMA Funds, Levee District Advances Flood Planning
FEMA Bulletins: Jan. 28 | Jan. 20 | Jan. 15 | Jan. 6 
[bookmark: _Toc215588978][bookmark: _Toc215589033][bookmark: _Toc139290541][bookmark: _Toc139290651][bookmark: _Toc139291412][bookmark: _Toc139291582][bookmark: _Toc139291734][bookmark: _Toc142033664][bookmark: _Toc142078821][bookmark: _Toc144806416][bookmark: _Toc144832091][bookmark: _Toc144832266][bookmark: _Toc144832329][bookmark: _Toc147496158][bookmark: _Toc149916457][bookmark: _Toc149922574][bookmark: _Toc152563733][bookmark: _Toc155260147][bookmark: _Toc155266276][bookmark: _Toc157786341][bookmark: _Toc163555319][bookmark: _Toc163584232][bookmark: _Toc163585900][bookmark: _Toc166002365][bookmark: _Toc166068008][bookmark: _Toc166077763][bookmark: _Toc168059613][bookmark: _Toc168066800][bookmark: _Toc170743915][bookmark: _Toc173433109][bookmark: _Toc173559827][bookmark: _Toc176276516][bookmark: _Toc181607090][bookmark: _Toc181607149][bookmark: _Toc205193583][bookmark: _Toc205193640][bookmark: _Toc205202527][bookmark: _Toc205202608][bookmark: _Toc207792123][bookmark: _Toc207793030][bookmark: _Toc207885204][bookmark: _Toc210321900][bookmark: _Toc210322268][bookmark: _Toc210402183][bookmark: _Toc213083516][bookmark: _Toc213165129][bookmark: _Toc213165177]Cyber
Key cyber statutes at risk again as Congress works to avert shutdown
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Interior to Launch U.S. Wildland Fire Service
SO 3448 - Establishment of the U.S. Wildland Fire Service
Interior Department’s Office of Wildland Fire Awards $5 Million to Strengthen Local Governments’ Wildfire Response
NOAA Launches Wildfire Data Portal, Expanding Public Access to Satellite Fire Information
Funding Opportunity: NFWF Healthy American Forests Initiative will award 10-15 grants between $250,000 - $2 million to support watershed restoration and vegetation management projects on National Forest System lands. Projects are required to provide non-federal match valued at 20% of total project costs. Due March 17, 2026
U.S. Forest Service, Utah sign next-generation agreement to continue, strengthen long-term partnership
Utah and U.S. Forest Service enter long-term agreement to strengthen stewardship of National Forests
Utah experienced a surge of large wildfires in 2025. This is how much it cost to fight
NM airports get more than $21M for improvements
The strategic International Border Fuel Break helps prevent wildfires from spreading across the U.S.–Mexico border, supporting firefighters as they protect nearby communities, critical infrastructure, and natural resources. 
Ending the Era of Megafires
Predictive Understanding of Wildfire Ignitions Across the Western United States
Mapped: how the world is losing its forests to wildfires
A Year of Rebuilding and Reflection Since the 2025 LA Fires
STATES
CA: Governors Monthly Update - California Wildfire & Forest Resilience
NM: New Mexico sees alarming rise in tree die-off due to warm weather and insects
UT: Utah and U.S. Forest Service enter long-term agreement to strengthen stewardship of National Forests
UT: Utah Will Co-Manage 8 Million Acres of National Forest. Insiders Say It's (Probably) Not a Way of Transferring Federal Land to States 
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· New Aviation Training Program to Create 45 New Jobs in Pueblo, Meet Growing Nationwide Need for Aviation Maintenance Technicians
· Vertical Aerospace debuts "electric flying taxi" in New York
· Volocopter Chases Approval of XPro Light Sports eVTOL Aircraft
· AI Is Reshaping Air Traffic Control; The Rules Haven't Caught Up
· DHS adds office to fly, counter drones
FAA
Secretary Duffy & FAA Administrator Bedford Unveil New Agency Structure to Enhance Safety, Embrace Innovation, & Increase Transparency
USDOT Unveils Broad Plan for FAA Reorganization
DOT reorganizes FAA to support modernization, other goals
FAA to undergo largest reorganization in agency history
Secretary Duffy & FAA Administrator Bedford Announce Radar Contracts as Part of Brand-New Air Traffic Control System
FAA’s Bedford Provides Glimpse into U.S. Air Traffic Control’s Future
FAA projects continuing growth in commercial space transportation 
FAA Announces Draft Plan for Unleaded Avgas Adoption
Draft Transition Plan to Unleaded Aviation Gasoline – For Public Comment
DRONES
USDOT Establishes Two New UAS Testing Sites in U.S.
Secretary Duffy & FAA Administrator Bedford Announce Two New Designated Sites for Testing Drones and Other Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Feds announce two new drone test sites
DHS launches office for drone and counter-drone technologies
Defense law includes expanded counter-drone authority
Pentagon task force to deploy AI-powered UAS systems to capture drones
FCC Rolls Back Foreign Drone Ban
Teaming Up for Drone Safety. Drone Debrief: drone safety roundup
Use of drones banned over MCAS Yuma
Las Vegas Police Expect to Roughly Double Drone Flights
Bridge Inspection Guide for Unmanned Aircraft Systems
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Statement of Assistant Secretary Roth on the FCC’s Approval of SpaceX’s Gen2 Version 3 Application
Clarity Through Clutter: ITS Workshop Advances Mid-Band Spectrum Access 
NTIA Listening Session on the Use of BEAD Funds Saved Through the Trump Administration's Benefit of the Bargain Reforms
Feds approve New Mexico's $382M broadband plan - Landmark initiative will enable high-speed connectivity statewide
Governor Lombardo Announces Federal Approval Of Nevada’s BEAD Plan 
Electronic Warfare: Vying for Control of the Electromagnetic Spectrum
What’s Next for Broadband Expansion?
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The Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) released its monthly update to National Transportation Statistics (NTS), a guide to historical national-level transportation trends. 
Attributes for improved understanding and prediction of wildfires: FPA FOD-Attributes dataset. Access Database. Read the paper. 
New LiDAR datasets provide wall-to-wall coverage of California 
OpenET expands to show ET Data Across the Lower 48. 
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FEDERAL
Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Directs Negotiations to Adjust Imports of Processed Critical Minerals and Their Derivative Products into the United States
Adjusting Imports of Processed Critical Minerals and Their Derivative Products into the U.S.
CEQ Fixes Decades-Long Permitting Failure Through Deregulation
ICYMI: “The Trump Administration Is Moving To Fix a Broken Permitting System”
Artificial Intelligence and the Great Divergence
DOE: ONE YEAR IN: Promises Made, Promises Kept
DOE: Eric Mahroum Appointed Director of the Office of Indian Energy
DOI: SO 3414 A12 - Establishment of New Department Leadership Team and Temporary Redelegation of Authority
DOI: Explore the latest videos from the U.S. Department of the Interior, featuring stories from across public lands, American energy, conservation efforts, and the people who support them.
DOI: Inside Interior: Jan. 23 | Jan. 16 | Jan. 6
DHS: DHS Sets the Stage for Another Historic, Record-Breaking Year Under President Trump 
DHS: Secretary Noem Swears in Admiral Kevin Lunday as the 28th Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard
DHS: Coast Guard chief talks icebreaker plan, fate of MH-65 Dolphin
DHS: Top Stories 2025: Coast Guard
DHS: New US Coast Guard Commandant Kevin Lunday Sworn In: 'Nation Will Prevail'
DHS: USBP records zero releases for eighth consecutive month
DOT: DRIVING THE NEWS: Secretary Duffy Marks One Year of Wins Under President Trump’s America First Agenda
EPA: 500 Environmental Wins During President Trump’s First Year Back in the White House
USDA: Secretary Rollins Announces New Slate of Political Appointments to USDA 
USDA: Registration is Now Open for USDA’s 102nd Agricultural Outlook Forum - Feb. 19-20, 2026 
USDA: On One-Year Anniversary of President Trump’s Second Term, Secretary Rollins Signs Commissions for Senate-Confirmed USDA Leadership
USDA: USDA Launches New Online Portal for Reporting Foreign-Owned Agricultural Land Transactions 
USDA: USDA Workforce Fell by More Than 20,000 Employees in 2025 as Agency Prepares for Expanded 2026 Responsibilities
STATES
· AZ: Transcript: Governor Hobbs 2026 State of the State Address
· AZ: Governor Katie Hobbs Releases FY2027 Executive Budget Proposal
· AZ: Data centers, renewables and reliability are energy hot topics at the Legislature
· CA: Governor Newsom delivers final State of the State Address, honoring California’s past and reaffirming a brighter future for all 
· CA: Mountain Counties Water Resources Association and Sierra Nevada Conservancy are hosting the California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force Regional Meeting March 19 at the Chicken Ranch Casino Resort in Tuolumne County.
· CA: Governor Newsom announces proposed budget that refills the state’s “Rainy Day Fund,” protects previous accomplishments, and makes historic investments in education
· CA: What to know about Gov. Gavin Newsom’s last state budget
· CO: Governor Polis Delivers 2026 and Final State of the State Address: The State of Our State is Strong, Resilient, Kind, Innovative, and Free
· CO: Colorado’s Population Exceeds 6 Million for First Time
· CO: January Resiliency Conversation: Colorado’s Resiliency Ecosystem
· NM: Governor delivers 2026 State of the State address
· NV: Nevada_Earns_Top_Spots_in_New_Analysis_of_Businss_Strength
· UT: Gov. Cox calls for a return to America’s founding principles in 2026 State of the State
· UT: Utah Legislature pushes hard for critical minerals national lab
· WGA: Western Governors share bipartisan recommendations on USDA Reorganization
· WGA: WGA calls for streamlined permitting processes in letter to Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works
· WGA: Western Governors share bipartisan recommendations on USDA Reorganization
· WGA: Western Governors outline legislative priorities in 2026 State of the State addresses
· WGA: From policy to progress: Western Governors strengthen partnerships and deliver results not rancor in 2025 
TRIBAL 
Signage Revisions at Ganado Mucho and Canyon de Chelly Reflect a Growing Federal Trend 
President Nygren joins NEPA and NDOT on Capitol Hill
President Nygren Delivers Quarterly Address, Highlights Economic Growth and Infrastructure Investment
Nygren News - January 2026
People’s Third State Of The Navajo Nation Address by The Honorable Dr. Buu Nygren
Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren delivered his third annual People’s State of the Navajo Nation address.
Wintu people say proposed reforms to a state list of tribes is erasure, threatens their homelands
DATA CENTERS
EPA Hosts Roundtable Discussion with Data Center Coalition on Clean Air Resources and Energy Reliability
US DOW details military bases available for AI data center build-out
Water demand for AI expected to surge new research says
America’s AI Boom Is Running Into An Unplanned Water Problem
Data center incentives and Arizona’s Gift Clause are on a collision course
Arizona governor reverses support for data center tax breaks
Two Southern Arizona data centers move forward — so do fights over power, water and growth
Data Center Proposals Draw Bipartisan Attention in Northern and Central Arizona
A $10 Billion Data Center Is Slated for Horseshoe Bend
Developer alleges retaliation, files civil rights lawsuit against Imperial
Data Center developer files civil rights lawsuit against City of Imperial
Developer of $10B Data Center Sues City of Imperial in Fed Court
Colorado data centers: An FAQ on water use, AI and more
AI data centers in Utah may have to publicly disclose their water use
INFRASTRUCTURE
Year One Trump Administration FAST-41 Accomplishments
California Surpasses 2.5 Million ZEV Sales
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