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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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You are cordially invited to participate in the Friday, September 25th WRP TEC call (10:00 am Pacific). The featured presentation is Summer 2027 ITEP Internship Host Site Opportunities by Kim Shaw, M.Ed., Internship Coordinator, Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP), Northern Arizona University (NAU). Click here to RSVP.

The August 28th WRP call featured presentation was: Working with the Government Accountability Office: GAO’s Role and How It Relates to Tribes and Agencies by Dr. Anna Maria Ortiz, Director, and Leslie Pollock, Assistant Director, Natural Resources and Environment Team, Tribal and Native American Issues, U.S. GAO. The meeting can be viewed here. 

[bookmark: _Toc239414110]2026 WRP REPORT AND DEEP-DIVE FACT SHEETS
The final 2026 WRP Report is available here. WRP Partners developed a shared, multi‑state and multi-agency understanding of resilience and national security and how aviation, water, and wildland fire interdependencies can lead to cascading failures. The resulting 2026 Report documents how Partners advanced the priority of Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster. Final fact sheets summarize WRP’s efforts:
· WRP Aviation/Airspace Needs Fact Sheet
· WRP Water Security/Resilience Fact Sheet
· WRP Wildland Fire (Response/Prevention) Fact Sheet
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WRP Principals established a new WRP Strategic Priority of “National Security for the WRP Region” to focus WRP 2026-2027 Efforts. Findings to be shared at the next WRP Principals’ Meeting in August 2027.



[bookmark: _Toc239414112]UPDATE ON WRP SURVEY
[bookmark: _Toc239414113]The WRP Steering Committee (SC) met in August 2026 to review the results from the survey conducted in support of the 2026-2027 WRP Priority National Security for the WRP Region. Based on the survey results, the WRP SC recommends the existing Deep-Dive teams on Water, Aviation and Wildland Fire continue and to form a new Deep-Dive team on Energy Security/Resilience. The survey results indicated a strong preference of WRP analyzing issues through an interconnected lens rather than independently. Therefore, focused calls of multiple Deep-Dive teams will center on National Security in the following cross-cutting issues:
· Water and Energy Security
· Wildfire and Water Resilience
· Airspace, Drones, Counter-UAS, and Spectrum
· Energy and Critical-Infrastructure Protection from Wildfire and Cyber Threats
[bookmark: _Toc239414114]Please email amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org if you represent a state, federal or tribal entity and are interested in serving on the Water, Aviation, Wildland Fire and/or Energy Security/Resilience Deep-Dive.
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· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Declares a National Emergency to Secure America’s Bulk-Power System
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· FERC approves SPP ‘topology optimization’ plan for cutting grid congestion
· July/August 2026 | FERC insight 
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Energy Secretary Announces Cancellation of Three Proposed National Interest Electric Transmission Corridors
$500 Million to Secure America's Critical Mineral and Battery Supply Chains
DOE recently released a draft of the 2026 National Transmission Needs Study (Needs Study) and opened a 60-day public comment period. Comments due Sept. 7, 2026.
DOE Meets President Trump’s Goal, Delivers Third Advanced Reactor Criticality
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Energy Department Announces Up to $65.5 Million to Advance Domestic Oil and Natural Gas Production and Delivery. Application deadline is September 22, 2026.
EIA
EIA expects highest natural gas inventories in a decade heading into winter
Natural Gas Monthly Report
Total Energy Monthly Data
Electric Power Monthly 
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BLM Invites Initial Public Feedback on Quarterly Oil and Gas Lease Sale in February 2027 in New Mexico and Oklahoma
BLM Invites Public Feedback for December 2026 and February 2027 Sales of Oil and Gas Leases in Northern Arizona
BLM Invites Additional Public Feedback for December 2026 Oil and Gas Lease Sale in Colorado
BLM Oil and Gas Lease Sale in New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas Generates Over $139 Million in Revenue
BLM Invites Additional Public Feedback for December 2026 Oil and Gas Lease Sale in Utah 
BLM Invites Initial Public Feedback for March 2027 Oil and Gas Lease Sale in Nevada 
Copper Rays Solar Project and Bonanza Solar Project in Nye County updates
[bookmark: _Toc239341697][bookmark: _Toc239414120]EPA
EPA Deputy Administrator Fotouhi and DOE Deputy Secretary Danly Advance President Trump’s Energy Agenda in Park City and Salt Lake City, Utah
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To Boost Electric Grid, States Look to Advanced Transmission Technologies
AZ: Arizona’s Commitment to “All-Of-The-Above” Approach to Energy has Benefited Yuma County’s Economic Momentum
CA: California surpasses 21,000 megawatts of battery resources supporting the state’s electric grid
CA: Notice of Workshop on Lithium Valley Vision In Lithium Valley Informational Proceeding
CA: Agenda for the September 9, 2026, Business Meeting of the California Energy Commission
CA: IEPR Commissioner Workshop on Load Modifier Inputs and Assumptions: Recording and Presentations are now available.
CA: Revised Meeting Schedule, Recording and Presentations are now available for IEPR Commissioner Workshop on Energy Demand Forecast Inputs and Assumptions
CA: California surpasses 21,000 megawatts of battery resources supporting the state’s electric grid
NV: Nevada is sitting on $18 billion in energy investment. All it needs is a permit.
NM: Governor announces groundbreaking on Pacific Fusion's research, manufacturing campus in ABQ
UT: Long-term enhanced geothermal test begins in Utah  
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September 10, 3PM EST - DOE Webinar: Energy Efficiency Measures on Tribal Facilities. 
California Public Utilities Commission Proposed Decision Would Strengthen Tribal Consultation and Land Transfer Policies
DOE Office of Indian Energy Releases Strategic Plan
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National labs eye cybersecurity threats to smaller nuclear reactors
SunZia:
· How Collaboration Helped Make SunZia Better for Birds
· New Mexico Conservation Groups To Discuss Work That Helped Shape Nation’s Largest Clean Energy Project
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Ninth Circuit sides with Reclamation in fight over California water contract conversions
The Department of the Interior and Department of Commerce finalized a rule to eliminate the definition of “harm” under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). This final rule is effective September 14, 2026.
Federally Supported Projects and Programs for Wastewater, Drinking Water, and Water Supply Infrastructure
Federal Water Infrastructure Funding Faces Steep Proposed Cuts 
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EPA Issues New Checklist to Help States Proactively Strengthen Drinking Water Systems
EPA Releases New Guidance to Reduce Lead Exposure in Drinking Water, Protect American Children
U.S. EPA Proposes Monitoring TFA in Drinking Water
Trump EPA Announces 11 Major Cleanup Wins at Superfund Sites
Bonanza & Copper Rays Solar Projects 91 FR 54326 - Environmental Impact Statements; Notice of Availability… Federal Register. Notices. Friday, August 21, 2026. PDF TEXT DETAILS
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Drought Status Update for the Intermountain West
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SO 3452 - Timely Completion of National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 Reviews
· Interior moves to speed historic reviews as bigger rewrite looms
Interior Department Finalizes Plans for 2027-2028 Colorado River Operations
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Readiness and Recreation Initiative (RARI) Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). There is $9 million available nationwide to support outdoor recreation projects that strengthen military readiness and protect mission-critical landscapes near installations and Sentinel Landscapes. The NOFO for RARI is rolling and valid for the next five years. State Lead Agencies may submit applications through November 1, 2030. 
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· Interior Boosts Forest Resilience Through Accelerated Timber Salvage and Thinning Projects
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Reclamation FY26 Research Projects Tackle Colorado River Issues, AI Advances, and Infrastructure Challenges
Interior Department Finalizes Plans for 2027-2028 Colorado River Operations
Bureau of Reclamation raises 2026 Central Valley Project allocations
Reclamation increases Central Valley Project 2026 water supply allocations for south-of-Delta contractors
Secretary Burgum Discusses Future of the Colorado River with Governors of the Seven Basin States
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: WaterSMART: Enhancing Water Resources Projects Deadline: September 9, 2026
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· Collaborative Conservation for the Tharp's Bluestar
· Cooperative Agriculture Opportunity at Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge
· Department of the Interior Announces Largest Expansion of Hunting and Fishing Opportunities in U.S. Fish and Wildlife History
· Interior Finalizes Streamlined Process for Migratory Game Bird Hunting Seasons
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USDA acts to remove roadless rule restrictions that exacerbate rising wildfire risk
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Rewetting floodplains rebuilds riparian plant communities
Forest Service promises long-term plan to thin 20,000 acres per year
Potential natural vegetation classification and mapping for Washington, Oregon, and California using Gradient Nearest Neighbor imputation
Forest ecosystem carbon models: structure and suitability for current issues on the West Coast of North America
Strategic fuel break assessment for Southern California national forests: process description and data
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Water and Climate Update: August 27 | August 20 | August 13| August 6
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Western States Water Newsletter: August 24 | August 10 
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[bookmark: _Toc223434046][bookmark: _Toc186813994][bookmark: _Toc189561124][bookmark: _Toc189561175][bookmark: _Toc197352274][bookmark: _Toc205193565][bookmark: _Toc205193622][bookmark: _Toc205202509][bookmark: _Toc205202590][bookmark: _Toc207792104][bookmark: _Toc207793011][bookmark: _Toc207885185][bookmark: _Toc210321882][bookmark: _Toc210322250][bookmark: _Toc210402165][bookmark: _Toc213083498][bookmark: _Toc213165111][bookmark: _Toc213165159][bookmark: _Toc215588960][bookmark: _Toc215589015]AZ: Drought and inflation: How are Arizona farms faring?
Governor Katie Hobbs, Arizona Board of Regents Announce Genetic Viability Study For Salt River Horse Herd
U of A Study Finds Critical Safe Water Access & Affordability Needs in Southern AZ
Arizona Wants to Suck Water Supplies From Mexico’s Sea of Cortez
Report card gives Arizona's water systems a 'C' grade. The reason why is complicated
Google announces donation for Arizona water restoration project
Conservation group decries Oro Valley’s plan to use reclaimed wastewater to refill the town’s landmark pond
Grand Canyon in crisis as Colorado River water runs low
No immediate change for Tucson Water customers under US plan
The Colorado River party lake that's not allowed to run out of water
Kern's golden mussel fight expected to cost $36 million annually
AZ lawsuit tests state authority to protect groundwater basins
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Study: Reservoir Management System Could Save California $150 Million Every Year
California lawmakers narrow CEQA manufacturing exemption
What happened after Sacramento sued over “forever chemicals” found in groundwater
California Dairy Farm’s New Biogas Project Makes History and Raises Eyebrows
Can California Farmers Break Free From Plastic?
San Diego County Water Authority, Burbank Sign New Water Supply Agreement
Burbank, San Diego County Sign Long-Term Water Supply Deal
California Supreme Court halts SoCal town's water utility takeover
Solano County water officials say latest Bay Delta Plan does not address local concerns
Delta, SWP levee, canal protection bill headed to the governor
Nonprofit program aims to bring more rice to delta
Bay-Delta Watershed Comp Review
California's San Francisco Bay-Delta water protections set for modernization
Are Kings County farmers getting a bad rap from bad data?
Construction begins on Elk River estuary restoration project in Humboldt Bay
Arcata Earns Over Half a Million Dollars to Study Restoration and Climate Change Adaptation Project for Jolly Giant Creek
California Coastal Commission approves De Anza natural project
As state water law threatens Valley farms, farmers say they are ‘preaching the gospel of agave’
Butte County water agencies review groundwater monitoring data
Land owners win legal battle over Paso Robles basin water rights
$4 million water fund gathered through Kern County oil permits is on hold until companies "spud in"
Dispute between east Kern water entities prevents information sharing
Kern River trial date moved back eight months
Less bad options for San Joaquin Valley farmers
Where did the birds go? Once-abundant wetlands are drying up after federal staff cutbacks
Arden Water Meter Project Completed in Sacramento County
Napa Valley subbasin water users get fees reduced by county supervisors
California law aimed at saving groundwater risks crushing state’s small farmers, according to report
CDFW Releases New Beaver Restoration Status Report, Shares New Beaver Restoration Assessment Tool
Valley water managers push back on proposed new $50,000-$250,000 state fee
Environmental Groups Sue California Over Delayed White Sturgeon Review
Companies say California denied them due process in Ninth Circuit water rights case
SLO County CA considers desalination for drinking water
California appeals court rules Sonoma County must conduct environmental review of its well water ordinance
Precedent set for groundwater testing in Sonoma County could have state-wide implication
State Court: Counties Must protect Rivers from Groundwater Pumping
Lawsuit Over Logging Plans in South Fork Eel Watershed Heads to Ukiah Court
California appeals court orders environmental review of Imperial County geothermal, lithium project
Imperial County unlawfully approved lithium project
Lithium was going to transform Imperial County. Why hasn’t it?
Monterey Park Tract fights decades of water contamination
California Growers Are Burning 100-Year-Old Healthy Vineyards. The Reason Isn't Disease or Drought
Judge says environmental groups fell short in bid to pause California water projects
Sonoma County wins appeal to keep well-permitting ordinance amendments
Studies look at “less bad” options for farmers facing groundwater cutbacks
Is Sacramento Valley sinking? Here's what a study says
California files formal response to federal coastal review, urges public to make their voices heard
30x30 California Partnership 2026 Summit September 29, 9 AM - 5 PM, California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, CA 
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Colorado remains ‘epicenter’ of worst drought conditions in the West, as heat records pile up
A crisis is developing on Colorado’s farms and lawmakers aren’t helping
A drought-tolerant grain could help Colorado farmers save water. First, they need customers.
Grand Junction Urges Residents to Water Street Trees Amid Drought
Denver Water approves Oct. 1 ban on lawn watering, citing drought
Denver Water moves to enforcement phase as drought conditions worsen
Colorado drought hits suburban lakes with fishing salvage
'Nothing left here': Westminster lake shrinks as Colorado drought has forced 48 closures
Why Colorado cities and towns are seeing an increase in wildlife
Northwestern Colorado has seen a massive jump in bear activity amid historic drought
Drought conditions putting Colorado fish at risk
Lake Dillon down 25% from typical levels amid ongoing drought 
Southwest Colorado water basins have a new representative
Growing more with less: How hydroponics could help conserve water in Colorado
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Las Vegas startup WAVR develops technology to turn air into water
Nevada endangered species face uncertainty as Endangered Species Act changes
Could Nevada's tech epicenter run out of water? That's the big question in an ongoing suit
Las Vegas homeowners sue over excess water fees
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State protects 11,000 acres of wildlife habitat in Mimbres Valley
Contractors building border wall ordered to stop drilling wells in drought-stricken New Mexico
New Mexico plugs record number of abandoned oil and gas wells, thanks to Biden-era funding
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New testing has Utah worried about zebra mussel spread in the Colorado River
U. researchers find possible water source in Mount Timpanogos rock glacier
This Hidden Glacier Has Enough Water to Fill 600 Olympic Swimming Pools
A billion tons of ice may be hiding in Utah’s mountains
New option allows Utah water right holders to support local ecosystems
Utah State Ag-DRIP program helps farmers conserve water in Colorado River Basin
Drought, dwindling food sources making Utah's bears bolder, wildlife officials warn
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Reviving Navajo Windmills to Strengthen Water Access
Navajo Nation Water Safety Research Enhances Access
US grant backs Tribal forest biomass market development across 60 member nations
Drive for Nuclear Power Boosts Uranium Industry — And Tribal Health Concerns in Southwest
Yurok Tribe challenges feds' revised priorities for Klamath Project
Tribes sue Interior department over controversial groundwater pumping project
New Colorado River plan causes concern and uncertainty for some tribal nations in Arizona
October 27, 12-1:15PM MST WRRC Water Webinar: Tribal Sovereignty in the Colorado River Basin & Beyond
WTI Releases Policy Brief on Tribal Sovereignty
California redwoods gateway is returned to Indigenous tribe
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: FY 2025 Colorado River Basin Tribal Drought Resiliency Program Bureau of Reclamation, Deadline: Thursday, September 23, 2026
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On Colorado's Arkansas River, an agreement to boost water for fish and rafting
A warming climate is drying out tiny mountain streams that feed the West’s biggest rivers
Invasive crayfish claw their way across America and take over US lakes
Scientists define a new category of heat wave: ‘Snow eaters’ 
New Study Introduces a Transferable Framework for Evaluating the Potential for Forecast-Informed Reservoir Operations in Watersheds Across the Country
Farm finances tighten as drought and high costs pressure rural economies
Study on Water Banking and Groundwater Security Published
Colorado River:
· Interior Releases Colorado River ROD and Inaugural Guidelines: Arizona's Water Allocation Plummets
· Interior Department Finalizes Plans for 2027-2028 Colorado River Operations
· Feds announce new Colorado River guidelines. Here's what they mean for Lake Powell
· Lake Powell, nation's second-largest reservoir, hits record-low level
· Record low levels at Lake Powell threatens water and electricity supply
· Feds’ plan for Colorado River tries to keep Powell and Mead infrastructure afloat without consensus from states
· Lake Mead, nation's largest reservoir, hits record low
· Lake Mead reveals mountaintops hidden for decades as lake recedes
· Situation: Colorado River Water Crisis
· Homegrown group pitches plan to save Colorado River and Lake Powell- Could it work?
· Colorado River plan orders cuts in the Lower Basin, while relying on voluntary conservation upstream
· Colorado River plan brings temporary relief but not long-term water security
· Colorado River cuts could be achieved with agricultural water leasing
· Nevada lawsuit threatens Navajo water settlement push
· As litigation looms and drought takes its toll, state officials defiant over Colorado River's future
· UCLA study says Nevada leads on wastewater recycling as Colorado River shortage grows
· Colorado River reservoirs hit record lows as a divided basin gets its plan for the next decade
· Can a Dam Expansion Hold Back Climate Considerations on the Colorado River? 
· As Colorado River faces deepening crisis, ultrarunner makes 1,800-mile journey to raise awareness
· How low can the Colorado River go? A slow float on the 15-mile reach
· Your guide to the ghost towns under Colorado's shrinking reservoirs
· 'We're still 70% full;' Flaming Gorge deals with Colorado River releases
· Crayfish spread in the Colorado River, threaten Grand Canyon waters
· Water fight moves to next phase under federal 10-year framework
· What the Trump administration’s Colorado River plan means for Utah, tribes and more
· Grand County gains access to historic water right to boost Colorado River flows
· Hoover Dam Is Losing Power as the Colorado River Crisis Deepens
· Lower Basin States Concerned About Colorado River Dams Focus
· Arizona, Nevada criticize federal plan for Colorado River
· Lower Basin states brace for Colorado River cuts
· Drought resulting in stinky and bad-tasting drinking water in 17,000-resident Colorado city
· Federal plan makes steep Colorado River water cuts to Arizona, California and Nevada
· Reclamation Puts Dam Protection at Center of Post-2026 Colorado River Plan
· Bipartisan opposition grows against feds' Colorado River plan
· Colorado River cuts could force a new era of water conservation in the Southwest
· Feds won't spare Colorado River water to protect Grand Canyon fish
· Colorado River hits "bleak" new low in Palisade, strains supplies
· Arizona, Nevada, California brace for federal water cuts as Colorado River dwindles
· Lower Basin states brace for Colorado River cuts
· WRRC: Colorado River Negotiations Discussed at WRRC Co-sponsored Webinar
· WRRC: WRRC Webinar Launches Water Conservation Factsheets
· AZ: Colorado River Compact faces first-ever breach
· AZ: Arizona needs money to deal with Colorado River shortages
· AZ: Gilbert accelerates drinking water well program amid Colorado River uncertainty
· AZ: Town studying impact of feds’ Colorado River proposal
· AZ: Arizona is moving forward with ideas to import more water. They won't be cheap
· AZ: Arizona's top water official explains the reality of Colorado River cuts
· AZ: Colorado River cuts won’t make Phoenix taps go dry, but the backup plan will cost billions
· AZ: Arizona pushes back on a new Colorado River plan that could bring 'catastrophic harm'
· AZ: "Over our dead bodies" likely response to Arizona proposal to harvest California rivers to fill its water gap
· AZ: Arizona needs money to deal with Colorado River shortages
· AZ: Arizona could take more Colorado River water with California projects
· AZ: Arizona avoids ‘draconian’ Colorado River cuts — for now
· AZ: Officials warn of a bleak Colorado River future as deadline nears
· AZ: Arizona agency advances California, Mexico partnership projects to increase water supply 
· AZ: Colorado River cuts to drive up Arizona water prices as cities invest in infrastructure
· AZ: Arizona warns feds of legal issues in Colorado River plan
· AZ: Colorado River plan puts lower basin on the hook
· AZ: Arizona cities are cutting back on Colorado River water use. Federal money makes it easier
· AZ: Mesa says it’s prepared for deep Colorado River cuts
· AZ: Mayor, city react to feds’ Colorado River proposal
· AZ: Arizona cities brace for big cuts to water supply
· AZ: Arizona cities will likely get less Colorado River water. Here’s why they won’t go dry
· AZ: How Arizona towns and cities will get water with Colorado River cuts pending
· AZ: Tucson says it’s ready for Federal water supply cuts
· AZ: Amid a Colorado River feud, water leaders ask if Arizona should keep paying for faraway snow
· AZ: Stanton calls federal Colorado River plan a 'failure of leadership'
· AZ: Yuma water attorney following Colorado River negotiations
· CA: Lake Mead reaches record low levels, raising concerns about California water supplies and future costs
· CA: San Diego region in ‘good shape’ despite Colorado River water cuts
· CA: Governor Newsom issues statement on federal Colorado River plan
· CA: Colorado River Water Crisis Puts Coachella Valley in Focus
· CA: Colorado River deal falls short, leaving California in limbo
· CO: A record $29 billion for tourism, but the Colorado River crisis looms over our economic future
· CO: River District concerned legal tools for conservation program could favor some regions over others
· CO: Water officials work to save Blue Mesa from critical lows
· CO: Colorado prepares for launch of water contribution program
· NV: Statement From Nevada Governor Joe Lombardo and John Entsminger on the Release of Colorado River Guidelines
· NV: Nevada Files Lawsuit Against Department of the Interior over Colorado River Operations Record of Decision
· NV: Nevada preached peace on the Colorado River. Now it's suing to protect its water
· NV: Nevada’s Colorado River Suit Previews Future Water-Scarcity Wars
· NV: Nevada Sues Over New Colorado River Plan’s ‘Devasting’ Cuts
· NV: Fearing ‘Catastrophic Impacts’ From Water Cuts, Nevada Sues Feds Over Colorado River NV Plan
· NV: Nevada Sues Trump Administration Over Colorado River Cuts
· NV: Nevada goes to court over Colorado River water. Arizona is still weighing its options
· NV: Nevada launches legal war over Trump's Colorado River plan
· NV: Nevada sues in federal court to block Colorado River cuts
· NV: Lawsuit challenges water cuts in federal plan for Colorado River
· NV: Nevada sues feds over Colorado River cuts
· NV: Nevada pushes back on Trump administration’s proposed Colorado River cuts
· NV: Nevada water leaders say litigation is last resort despite big Colorado River cuts
· NV: Colorado River summit offers window into final days of negotiations over Lake Mead
· NV: Lake Mead hits record low as Nevada water agencies face lawsuits over conservation
· NV: Nevada water chief says Southern Nevada is most prepared city on Colorado River for federal cuts
· UT: How Utah plans to voluntarily conserve Colorado River water
· UT: Utah worries feds could dip into Flaming Gorge as Lake Powell hits record low
· UT: Letting go of Lake Powell is 'never going to happen,' governor promises
· UT: Utah adds 4 to its board that seeks to 'defend' its Colorado River water
· UT: A cloud-seeding company claims it added 2 billion gallons of water in Utah. Experts have their doubts.
· Tribal: Gila River Indian Community blasts US's Colorado River plan
· Tribal: Unsettled waters: Navajo water deal advances in basin, hits funding wall in Congress
· Tribal: Navajo Nation Council passes measure to protect river confluence near Grand Canyon
· Tribal: The Fort Mojave Indian Tribe and the fight for the future of the Colorado River
Tijuana River: 
· Two Supes Think County Should Own Tijuana River Pollution Crisis
· San Diego proposes new treatment plant to tackle Tijuana River sewage
· Baja California Reports 31% Progress on Major Tijuana River Sanitation Project
· County supports Calexico's effort to clean up New River
· Imperial County seeks $750,000 State grant to advance New River cleanup planning
· County requests $750k to address New River
· County supervisors to introduce new plan to tackle the Tijuana Sewage Crisis
· Coronado challenges county in sewage water testing methods
· New River Roundtable Held in Calexico
· Leaders converge in Calexico to push for permanent New River fix
· Officials tackle New River pollution, cleanup efforts in Calexico
· After six years, one Tijuana neighborhood is finally getting drinking water
· Binational wastewater project in Tijuana reaches major construction milestone
· 'Mexico needs this more than we need it': SANDAG approves border crossing funding despite sewage concerns
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WRRC Webinar Highlights Key Findings from the ATUR Project
WRRC Director Joins Panel on Southern Arizona’s Global Future
October 27, 12:00 to 1:15 pm MST | WRRC Water Webinar: Tribal Sovereignty in the Colorado River Basin & Beyond
September 8, 12-1:15PM MST | WRRC Water Webinar: Innovations in Sustainable Data Centers in Arid Environments
WRRC Weekly Wave: August 28 | August 7
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National Security Science & Technology Strategy
· New White House strategy clarifies military tech priorities: undersea, outer space and AI
Guard Program Links Global Partnership to DOW Priorities 
F-35 lifetime price tag dips beneath $2 trillion even as buying costs rise
The US military gets its own ChatGPT today 
Here’s what Trump’s new ‘Space Academy’ could mean for the US military
Department of War Enhances C-UAS Marketplace to Expand Access to Validated Technologies
Pentagon counter-drone task force preps ‘shoot-off’ for directed energy prototypes
Military uses AV directed-energy system to 'defeat' drones at the border
One year in, America’s counter-drone task force still has ‘a ton of work to do’ 
Pentagon counter drone task force has a new AI-powered marketplace
Military uses AV directed-energy system to 'defeat' drones at the border
'Game of Drones’ highlights Edwards Air Force Base
Air Force ‘Closely Following’ Navy’s New Air-to-Air ‘Malice’ Missile
Army Cyber created an 'integrated fire' cell for Epic Fury
Pentagon needs more resources to meet requirements for assessing blast exposure, GAO finds 
Trump opens door for foreign-built Navy ships. It could get complicated
War Data Platform integration plans under scrutiny as DOD hustles to weaponize AI 
CSIS: Multiple Reasons for Long-Range Missile Supply Shortage
Trump’s new commission will target quality of life for military spouses
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Grants Management Manual - Addendum #1 to September 12, 2025, release 
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'Final denial': Air Force leaders lean into future of drone defense 
Air Force should regard AI as readiness issue across critical career fields, report says
Air Force signs off on production of long-range JDAM
Air Force expands autonomous flight tests with live, AI-enabled intercepts
AF This week in Photos: August 28 | August 21 | August 14 | August 7 
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Report to Congress on the U.S. Army and the Golden Dome Program
Driscoll’s resignation as Army secretary leaves a gap in service’s senior leadership
Army Secretary Dan Driscoll resigns
Army Lasers Blast Drones, Proving Directed-Energy Weapons Are Future 
Army seeks ideas using rapid-fire 50mm cannons to shoot down drones
US Army wants a surface-to-air missile that can destroy small drones
US Army to end experimental drone battalion in Europe
Army is shutting down a unit in Europe focused on drones
New Drone Unit to Be Phased Out as Hegseth’s Army Pick Makes His Mark
Army Cyber created an 'integrated fire' cell for Epic Fury
'Shifted our whole mentality': Army long-range EW system to go into production in 2027
How the Army benefits from diverse interceptors, plus a window into modernization
5 key questions the Army is still working out for its nuclear microreactor plan
US Army taps 5 firms to build on-base microreactors in nuclear energy push
Army selects 5 companies to build nuclear microreactors on bases, under new $2 billion deal
US to spend billions to power army bases with nuclear reactors
Army cyber defenses need 'dedicated funding' for AI, top official says
Army cyber chief reveals AI task force building agents to ‘hunt’ in the DOD network
US Army requests 133,000 GMLRS rockets by 2034
Army gears up to 'engage' enemy surveillance satellites
Army opens test ranges to private industry
Army’s new battlefield command system ready to scale 
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Marine Corps Establishes Robotics Integration Group, Experiments with Drones in Field Operations
Marines are Training Fireteams to Deploy Combat Drones
U.S. Marine Corps Ground Combat Element 2040
How Marine Rifle Squads Plan To Fight Future Wars Dominated By Drones
Marines train to shoot down combat drones with standard weapons
Marine Corps to get ‘production-ready’ microwave drone swarm killer
Marine Corps Plans 5% Force Growth as Attack Drones Expand
Marine Corps Integrates C-sUAS lanes Into Service Level Training Exercise
The Marine Corps’ Plan for the Future of Ground Combat
Marines overhaul infantry, stress stealth in new ground combat strategy
Can AI help the Marines simplify sustainment in the Pacific?
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Presidential Memo: Rebuilding the United States Navy and America's Shipbuilding Industrial Base 
· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Rebuilds the U.S. Navy and America's Shipbuilding Industrial Base 
· Trump Administration Announces Plan to Expand U.S. Navy Shipbuilding and Maritime Industrial Capacity
Faster fielding of laser weapons key to future fights, Navy’s top officer says
Report to Congress on the MQ-25 Stingray
Navy Unveils New Anti-Air Missile Malice with a Range of 250 Nautical Miles
GAO Report on Attack Submarine Maintenance Challenges
USS Pinckney returns to San Diego Following Operations in the Indo-Pacific and Middle East
U.S., Allies, Partners Executed Pacific Dragon 2026 Exercise
The US Navy has battled operational tempo ordeals for years. The Iran war exposed the flaws.
US Navy leads multinational effort for next-gen SeaSparrow missile
Diving into Trump's unusual shipbuilding plans, plus an SMD expo floor tour
Trump orders return of steam catapults on carriers, fifth public shipyard
Trump's call for fifth shipyard likely to run into cost, workforce hurdles: Analysts
Navy advances attack submarine to readiness, skipping final sea trial
Trump wants older tech used on aircraft carriers, likely costing billions
Navy creates new robotic and autonomous systems DRPM
USNI News Western Pacific Pulse: August 28, 2026 
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: August 31, 2026 
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Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Establishes a Commission to Design the United States Space Academy
Report to Congress on the U.S. Space Force
Space Force struggling to integrate commercial space data: Officials
Space war 2040: SPACECOM preps for attacks on ground segments, eyes cislunar ops
Military’s newest branch sees significant funding increase for missile defense programs
Five things Space Command says it needs to win tomorrow’s wars
Senate confirms new Chief of Space Operations
Schiess confirmed as third Space Force chief
Space Force awards $615M in deals for second batch of aircraft-tracking satellites
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FEMA Publishes Builders Guide to Construction in Wildfire Zones
$2 Billion Through FEMA to Help Communities Recover and Rebuild Stronger
FEMA’s updated Resilience Analysis and Planning Tool (RAPT) web application is now available online.
FEMA USGS Release New and Updated Earthquake Loss Report
Cameron Hamilton Confirmed as New FEMA Administrator
GAO warns FEMA faces critically low staffing for disaster response
FEMA slashed staff without considering the effects on future disaster response, watchdog reports
FEMA Announces $11.4 Million for States and Territories to Address Critical Dam Infrastructure
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY:
· FEMA recently recorded and published an informational webinar for the FY 2026 Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current funding opportunity. This $600 million opportunity helps states, territories and Tribal Nations make their communities safer from flooding. States, tribes or territories must have received a flood-related emergency or major disaster declaration between June 1, 2025, and May 31, 2027, to qualify. Local governments interested in this funding opportunity should contact their State Hazard Mitigation Officer.
· FEMA Announces $7.4 million for State, Territory Dam Safety Programs
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White House to unveil program to protect water systems against hackers
US CISA reports over 100 water systems targeted in July cyberattacks
CISA Says Over 100 U.S. Water Systems Were Targeted in July
EPA Announces $11.75 Million to Help Protect Drinking Water from Cyberattacks and Extreme Weather Events
Governor Newsom announces new AI cyber defense program to protect California’s critical infrastructure
Newsom directs California agencies to harden against AI attacks
States, feds scramble to prevent more water cyberattacks
OpenAI, Google join dozens of tech companies to call for urgent action against AI-powered threats
Data sharing initiatives should be built on accountability and security, expert says
AI-fueled attacks pose ‘active threat’ to water, other sectors, U.S. agencies warn
Major Warning Issued About Potential Attacks on U.S. Water Supply
FBI: Hackers Are Targeting US Industrial and Water Systems With Help of AI
How Prepared Are We for Cyberattacks on Cities, Water Systems?
Protecting water systems from cyberattacks: 5 steps cities can take now
Hackers Are Coming for Your Tap Water
‘Frightening’ cyberattacks on water utilities renew calls for regulations
AI Cyber Defense Program Aims to Boost California Security
From 911 calls to water pumps, cyberattacks move closer to home
New ‘Water Watch Center’ launched to help small utilities stop cyberattacks
More US water systems struck by hackers
Hackers just broke into America’s tap water. How scared should you be? 
Why preventable water utility cyberattacks keep threatening US infrastructure
So about that Iranian cyberattack on our water supply.
Cyberattacks on the U.S. water sector are exposing vulnerabilities during Iran war
Iran-Linked Cyberattacks on US Water Utilities Continue
Suspected Iran Cyberattacks on U.S. Water Supply Follow Years of Warnings and Neglect
Iran likely behind cyberattacks on U.S. water systems, sources say
Is America’s Drinking Water the Next Front in the Iran War?
30+ water utility cyberattacks expose a vulnerability across US cities
US water facilities targeted by ‘malicious cyber actors’ – who’s to blame?
FBI and EPA warn of cyberattacks on water sector PLCs after string of US incidents
Analysis: More than half of water systems lack adequate digital security
What to Know About the U.S. Water Systems Cyberattacks
Cyberattacks target water systems in at least 12 states: report
Cyber attacks underscore risk for water sector
America's water systems are getting hacked amid security gaps: "No one guarding these systems"
Why US water systems are vulnerable to foreign cyberattacks
US Water Systems Could Face 'Catastrophic' Cyberattacks: What Could Happen
Attacks on America’s ‘super vulnerable’ water systems should be a wake-up call after years of warnings, cybersecurity experts say
Despite federal warnings, thousands of U.S. industrial controllers used in water systems remain exposed online
More US water systems struck by hackers
At least 12 states face cyberattacks on their water systems, sources say
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USDA acts to remove roadless rule restrictions that exacerbate rising wildfire risk
USFS MEMO: Delegation of Fire and Aviation authorities
U.S. Forest Service consolidates national fire and aviation authorities under its Deputy Chief for Fire and Aviation Management
U.S. Forest Service, timber companies spraying record amounts of glyphosate in California
Wildfires scorch 7.5 million acres across western U.S.
Watershed restoration increasingly seen as important tool for wildland firefighters
The Beneficial Fire Summit, December 7–11 in San Diego, California, will provide a collaborative space for the wildland fire community to share applied knowledge, strengthen relationships, and identify opportunities to advance beneficial fire.
Fast-moving fires can scorch forests. They may never grow back, research finds
Firefighting resources are ‘critically low’ in record fire year
The Lasting Water Quality Impacts from Wildfires
Hidden Toxins: Risks in Post-Wildfire Home Recovery
High temps and drought fuel dozens of fires across the West, including near Reno, Nevada
California-Nevada Bug Fire burns tens of thousands of acres
The West's wildfire season is already breaking records, and it's not over
Transatlantic Fire Resource Guide provides a starting point for navigating wildfire information and decision-support resources available across North America and Europe.
How Much Does Wildfire Reduce Forest Water Use and Increase Runoff?
$52 Million in 19 Projects to Expand Wildlife Conservation, Outdoor Access
Why Giant Sequoias Need Fire to Survive
Wildfire veterans fear federal tactics, extreme fires could put crews at risk
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: 2027 Joint Fire Science Program Notice of Funding Opportunity Announcements are NOW OPEN
STATES
AZ: Amid record-breaking U.S. fire season, much fewer acres burned in Arizona compared to last year
CA: The ​2026 North Coast Regional Meeting​ of the California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force takes place October 1 in Humboldt County. Save your spot today by registering (required for attendance.)
CO: Colorado's Strategic Wildfire Action Program Marks Five Years, $47 Million Invested to Protect High-Risk Communities
CO: Why firefighters in Colorado tried to save firewood during a summer wildfire
NV: Thousands evacuate Reno, Nevada, as fast-growing Hawk Fire rages
NV: Nevada's firefighting system is built to borrow. This season is already testing it. 
NM: Wildfire Mitigation and Preparedness are Year-Round Priorities for Los Alamos
UT: How beavers could help Utah be more resilient to wildfires
UT: Utah National Guard is called in for backup to fight wildfires from the sky
UT: Utah’s intense, dangerous fire season could be its most expensive
UT: August brings ‘catastrophic’ wildfire conditions to Utah
UT: More Utah forests are burning than ever before. Here’s why that matters
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Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Launches the Golden Age of Space Transportation
White House space transportation policy calls for integration with air traffic control modernization
New turbulence detection tool aims to make commercial flight smoother
Secretary Duffy Announces Major Expansion of FAA BEYOND Program to Advance Drone Innovation
Secretary Duffy & FAA Administrator Bedford Celebrate Opening of Key Manufacturing Plant for Air Traffic Control Modernization
Secretary Duffy Launches New Initiatives to Supercharge Space Port Construction, Develop New Space Launch Routes
$615 Million to Improve Airports Across 42 States and Two Territories
New TSA Administrator sets out priorities
$870 Million in Airport Infrastructure Improvements Across U.S. 
When Aviation Runs Short of People, Regional Airports Feel It First
ADOT Releases Draft 2026 Arizona State Aviation System Plan Update for Public Comment
Colorado city ends yearslong effort to close airport
Inaugural Hybrid-Electric Flight in Utah: Launching the uFLY Initiative
Utah DOT Supports Hybrid Aircraft Cross-State Test Flight
UDOT's first hybrid-electric aircraft takes flight in demonstration across Utah
FAA
FAA Announces Key Demonstrations with the First Remotely-Piloted Hybrid-Electric Flight for Cargo Shipment
FAA Seeks Input on Spaceport, Launch Corridor Initiatives
FAA seeks input on spaceport development and airspace access for launches
FAA Touts Recent eVTOL Hybrid-Electric Plane Tests
FAA Announces Key Demonstrations with Hybrid-Electric Flights Connecting Small Airports to Major Airports
FAA Still Billions Short of Funding Needed for ATC Data Automation
FAA launches new staggered parallel landing procedure to speed up arrivals San Francisco International Airport
FAA Issues $870M for Airport Infrastructure Projects
DRONES
Proclamation: Adjusting Imports of Unmanned Aircraft Systems and Unmanned Aircraft Systems Components into the United States
Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Bolsters National Security and Strengthens U.S. Supply Chains by Imposing Tariffs on Drones and Their Parts and Components
Drone companies, admin leaders meet for first White House 'Drone Dominance' meeting
Amazon plans drone expansion as top exec projects 1 million deliveries
DoorDash Is Now an FAA-Certified Drone Delivery Operator
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Closing the Digital Divide Once and for All: NTIA Announces All 56 BEAD Final Proposals Now Approved
Assistant Secretary Roth: One Year of Results at NTIA
FCC Officials See Broadband Needs and Progress Firsthand
Broadband Deployment: Agencies Should Take Steps to Better Target Underserved Areas and Consider Sustainability GAO-26-107725, August 31
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: NTIA Announces Funding Opportunity for AI-Native Wireless Network Innovation. Closes September 9, 2026.
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The New Mexico Environment Department published the State PFAS Study Web Viewer to track contaminants in water and support the Emerging Contaminants Program 
The Oil Conservation Division (OCD) has developed an OCD Geospatial Hub enabling access to interactive maps, tools, and geospatial data related to the oil and gas industry in New Mexico. 
First of its kind geologic map published by Utah Geological Survey
New USGS Tool Maps Water Supply and Demand Down to the Local Watershed 
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FEDERAL
Permitting Council Announces Agreement with the State of Nevada to Streamline Permitting
South Railroad Mine Project Completes Federal Permitting
Permitting Council Announces Latest Funding to Transform Federal Permitting Technology
DHS-CBP: Trump administration delivers 15 straight months of zero releases at the border
USDA: Awards Fire Feasibility Study Contract on Wildfire Management Consolidation
STATES
· AZ: State of Arizona, Hopi Tribe, and Navajo Nation Sign MOU to Create Economic Opportunity in Four Corners Region
· CA: Governor Newsom announces $44 million for tribal stewardship, salmon recovery and desert protection projects
· CO: Strengthening Colorado’s Economy: Governor Polis Takes Executive Action on Making Permitting Easier to Make Colorado More Competitive
· NM: New Mexico general fund to hit record $14.8 billion
· UT: Gov. Cox launches Utah Quantum Initiative
TRIBAL 
Nygren News August 2026 
DATA CENTERS
· Many localities have tried data center moratoriums, tracker finds
· September 8, 2026, 12:00 to 1:15 pm MST | WRRC Water Webinar: Innovations in Sustainable Data Centers in Arid Environments
· Data Centers Are Spreading. So Are Moratoriums.
· The data center gold rush
· Where Should Data Centers Go?
· Report finds most data centers in urban, not rural, areas
· Experts stress data center transparency
· How Amazon Built a Data Center in a California Town Without Anyone Noticing
· Data center builders are losing the messaging war
· AZ: Amid calls for data center moratorium, Arizona Chamber ribs critics with introduction of 'Arizona Offline Pledge'
· AZ: Mayes calls for a ban on data center development, cites water and energy concerns
· AZ: Kris Mayes calls for no new AI data centers as Arizona faces water, power crunch
· AZ: Gilbert looks to tighten data center regulations amid water, power concerns
· AZ: Experts stress data center transparency
· AZ: Tucson Council OKs strict new limits on data centers
CA: California lawmakers narrow CEQA manufacturing exemption
CA: Data Centers Use More Water Than California Cities, Study Says
CA: Monterey Park Becomes a Role Model for Banning Data Centers
CA: Biomass-fueled data center project planned in Amador County
· CA: Community praise moratorium on data centers; Urges permanent ban
· CA: Angels Camp Approves Temporary Data Center Moratorium
· CA: Tulare County adopts temporary moratorium on data centers
· CA: Visalia, Tulare County consider data center moratoriums this week
· CA: Developers planning data center for Fairfield industrial park
· CA: Stanislaus City could extend its data center moratorium
· CA: Stanislaus leaders not supporting data center moratorium yet
· CA: Will AI data centers soak up the last of the valley’s water?
· CA: Calaveras County moves to pause AI data centers. What will Tuolumne County do?
· CA: Calaveras Supervisors Agree On Need For AI Data Center Moratorium
· CA: Calaveras board leans toward data center moratorium
· CA: Newsom urges local government to ease data center anxieties
· CA: Modesto’s former FMC site proposed for data center
· CA: After months of public outcry, Imperial Valley cities are hitting the brakes on data centers
· CA: Butte County has no plans for AI data centers — at least not yet
· CA: Butte County water commission to discuss AI data centers
· CA: Butte County residents push back on AI data centers
· CO: Aurora city council takes first steps towards drafting data center regulations
· CO: Aurora City Council rejects data center moratorium, approves new rules, water regs
· CO: Denver launches data center 'working group' as it weighs future regulations
· CO: Colorado's data center boom sparks a local policy patchwork 
· CO: Local governments in Colorado enact moratoriums on data center development
· NM: New Mexico lawmakers hear about data centers and water usage concerns
· NM: NM residents protest pending Project Jupiter air quality permit outside Environment Department
· NM: 'All about money': Las Cruces senators push back on Project Jupiter at crowded forum
· NM: Doña Ana County residents criticize local, state officials for advancing Project Jupiter
· NV: Governor Lombardo Responds to Rep. Titus’ Letter on Boulder City Data Center
· NV: Nye County totally bans data centers in over-appropriated water basin
· NV: Ford says he'll pause data center tax abatements if elected
· NV: A primer for Las Vegas on the functions, benefits and dangers of data centers
· UT: Cox pushes MIDA reforms after data center blowup
· UT: Utah houses water-saving data centers — but has no law enforcing their use
· UT: How a research paper helped spark Utah’s data center water law
· UT: The Elephant in the Desert
· Tribal: Hoopa Valley Tribe Celebrates the Opening of its New Data Center, the Hub of Broadband Expansion in the Valley and Beyond
INFRASTRUCTURE
Secretary Duffy Unveils ‘America’s Great Corridors of Commerce’ to Transform Highways & Railroads into Multi-Use Arteries to Power Economy of the Future
USDOT Unveils ‘Great Corridors of Commerce’ Program
USDOT Unveils Revised National Roadway Safety Plan
Transportation Department Releases New Strategy to Deliver Safer Roads for American Families
USDOT Discussions Focus on Strengthening Transportation
Colorado nears a fully built-out statewide EV fast-charging network
$2.7 billion for 150+ projects to expand and make California’s transportation system more resilient
$95 million plan to expand EV charging and hydrogen fueling across California
$3,500 instant rebates now available for Californians buying their first zero-emission vehicle
CEC Approves $95 Million Plan to Expand ZEV Infrastructure
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