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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission.  This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions.  If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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November 21st WRP Energy Committee webinar highlighting energy from a state perspective. This webinar will begin at 9 am and conclude by 11 am Pacific. The WRP Region contains diverse existing energy generation resources, both conventional and alternative, and significant transmission corridors and capacity. This webinar will feature presentations by WGA and the states of Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico and Utah to learn of their current energy-related priorities. Please click here to RSVP.
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The October 29th WRP Energy Committee webinar featured the U.S. DOE’s Office of Community Engagement (OCE). OCE serves as the central hub for DOE’s engagement efforts. OCE helps to connect communities with expertise and resources to advance their clean energy goals. The webinar recording link is here. 

[bookmark: _Toc181607045][bookmark: _Toc181607104]WRP Tribal Engagement COmmitteee (TEC)
You are cordially invited to participate in the WRP TEC call on Friday, December 6.  This call will begin at 10:00 am Pacific and conclude no later than 11:30 am Pacific. The featured presentations include: USACE Flood Risk Management opportunities and Authorities by US Army Corps of Engineers and Understanding and Mitigating Risk from Drones by CISA. Please click here to RSVP.

The October WRP TEC call featured presentations included: Overview of Executive Order 14112 and 2024 Sentinel Landscapes Update and Opportunities for Engagement. The webinar recording link is here. 
[bookmark: _Toc181607046][bookmark: _Toc181607105]WRP 2024 Report
2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report documents the work of WRP conducted in support of the WRP Strategic Priority, “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster” and includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives.
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At the 2024 WRP Principals’ Meeting, Principals affirmed continuing the WRP Priority “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster” for one more year. In support of this priority are the following Deep-Dives:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
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Readout of White House Discussion on AI and Advanced Software Solutions to Accelerate Clean Energy Grid Integration
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management and DOD Sign Agreement to Bolster Interagency Collaboration on Offshore Wind Development
BOEM and DOD Sign Agreement to Bolster Interagency Collaboration on Offshore Wind Development
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· FERC Issues Agenda and Notice for First Meeting of Federal-State Current Issues Collaborative
· FERC issues Notice for the Commissioner-led Technical Conference Regarding Large Loads Co-Located at Generating Facilities
· October 2024 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 9
· Summaries | October 2024 Commission Meeting
· Commission Takes Final Action on Transmission Siting Rule
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$1.5 Billion to Bolster the Nation's Electricity Grid and Deliver Affordable Electricity to Meet New Demands
$2 Billion to Protect the Grid Against Growing Threats of Extreme Weather, Expand Transmission
$474 Million in New Grid Resilience Funding to States and Tribes
Secretary Granholm Introduces Discussion on New Hydropower Supply Chain Analysis Findings
New DOE Funding Offers Up to $46 Million to Advance Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Tech
DOE announced $12 million in Hydroelectric Production Incentive payments for 39 hydroelectric facilities throughout the country for electricity generated and sold in calendar year 2023.
Turbines in Harmony: Optimizing Wind Energy to Boost Electricity Output
Transmission Interconnection Roadmap Offers a Plan to Clear Queues for Clean Energy Projects  
EIA
State Energy Data System: Jet fuel, aviation gasoline, and energy indicators through 2023
Electric Power Monthly
State Electricity Profiles updated with 2023 data
Wholesale Electricity Market Data
Electric Power Annual 2023
State Energy Portal: Updated Analyses and Quick Facts
Short-Term Energy Outlook
State Carbon Dioxide Emissions Data
U.S. energy production has increased faster than energy consumption over the past 50 years
Funding Opportunities:
· December 20 | Community Microgrid Assistance Partnership 
· August 28, 2025 | $400 Million  Energy Improvements in Rural or Remote Areas: Fiscal Year 2025 Release. Concept papers due Feb. 27, 2025; full applications due Aug. 28, 2025.
· January 31, 2025  |  $46 Millions |  Advance Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies and Drive National Goals.   Submit concept paper by Nov. 20. Apply by Jan. 31, 2025.
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Major Steps to Accelerate Clean Energy Geothermal Development on Public Lands
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BLM seeks input on proposed clean energy project in California
Major steps to accelerate clean energy geothermal development on public lands
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CA: Governor Newsom issues executive order tackling rising electric bills
CA: State Treasurer Fiona Ma Announces $30 Million Partnership with California Energy Commission to Expand Financing for Energy Upgrades
CA: November 22, 2024, 9-12:45PM (Pacific) Notice of 2025 Senate Bill 100 Report Workshop Utilities’ Progress Toward Statutory Goals 
· Join workshop via Webex  - Meeting ID: 2482 650 8918 - Password: rGpcqn7J3M8
CA: California exceeds another clean energy milestone
CA: California’s Demand Side Grid Support Program Grows to 500 Megawatts of Capacity
NV: Lyten to build the world’s first lithium-sulfur battery gigafactory in Nevada
UT: Gov. Cox appoints Emy Faulkner Lesofski as energy advisor and director of the Office of Energy Development
UT: Utah's 'Operation Gigawatt' Announced
UT: Gov. Cox unveils ‘Operation Gigawatt’
UT: Cox announces plans to double energy production in Utah starting next legislative session
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$82 Million To Bring Clean Drinking Water to Tribal Communities
Inaugural Tribal Energy Summit: Carbon Capture, Critical Minerals & Sovereignty Take Center Stage
Sec of Energy announced DOE agency policy and order on Tribal consultation and engagement.
FERC will convene two virtual consultations and is accepting comments on the Petition for Expedited Rulemaking submitted by the Alliance for Tribal Clean Energy (ATCE) on Aug. 9, 2024.
· Session 2: 2–4 p.m. ET, Nov. 4, 2024.
· In addition to the scheduled consultations, federally recognized Tribes may provide input on the petition by submitting comments by Nov. 18, 2024. Learn more and submit comments.
Tribal nations want utility-scale clean energy, but upfront costs pose a barrier
Gila River Indian Community turns on power for first ever solar-over-canal project 
Biden-Harris Administration Joins Gila River Indian Community to celebrate completion of solar over canals project
· Funding Opportunity: DOE new $25 million funding opportunity announcement: anticipates making approximately 20–40 awards that range from $100,000 to $2,500,000 for projects that support the planning, assessment, and development of clean energy for Tribal buildings or on Tribal lands. Due by Jan. 23, 2025, Download the funding opportunity announcement to apply.  
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SPP OKs $7.7B transmission plan targeting ‘generational challenges’ with power supply and demand
Bioenergy Update: A U.S. Outlook
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Mark Your Calendars: Sentinel Landscapes Partnership Announces Upcoming Expression of Interest. Building on this success, the partnership is excited to announce that the 2026 Sentinel Landscape Designation Cycle will begin in January 2025 with the release of an Expression of Interest (EOI). On the EOI release date, guidance on the proposal process and criteria will be posted on the Sentinel Landscapes Partnership website and distributed via the partnership listserv.  
· Watch the 2024 Sentinel Landscape Designation Cycle Help Session Webinar for additional information about the application process. 
· Read the 2024 Sentinel Landscape Designation Cycle Application Guidance.
FACT SHEET: Final Rule to Replace Lead Pipes Within a Decade, Announces New Funding to Deliver Clean Drinking Water
Federal Court Ruling on a Reservoir Expansion Could Have Big Implications for the Colorado River
A Review of Federal Water Investments 
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EPA Secures Commitment with Air Force to Protect Communities from PFAS Concerns in Tucson Drinking Water
$3.6 Billion for Water Infrastructure
Final Rule Requiring Replacement of Lead Pipes Within 10 Years, Announces Funding to Provide Clean Water to Schools and Homes 
Funding Opportunity:  Nov 25, 2024 |  Training and Technical Assistance to Improve Water Quality and Enable Small Public Water Systems to Provide Safe Drinking Water
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NOAA reaches key milestone in designation of Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary
Funding Opportunities
· Nov 4: FY2025 Inflation Reduction Act - Fisheries Citizen Science Funding Opportunity 
· Dec 3: National Fish Passage Program Bipartisan Infrastructure Law: Restoring River, Floodplain, and Coastal Connectivity and Resiliency FY24 Funds
· Jan 9, 2025: FY24 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Coastal Zone Management Habitat Protection and Restoration Competition: Full Application
· Jan 9, 2025: FY24 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law National Estuarine Research Reserve System Habitat Protection and Restoration Competition: Full Application
· Jan 31, 2025: FY25 NOAA Marine Debris Removal under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
DOI
$375 Million for Recreation and Restoration Projects in Nevada and California
$254 Million for Local Parks, Largest Investment Ever in Program’s History
$157 Million for Wetland Conservation Projects and National Wildlife Refuges
$24 Million to Restore Our Nation’s Lands and Waters 
Acting Deputy Secretary Daniel-Davis Visits Colorado and Nevada to Highlight Investments
Downlisting of Red-cockaded Woodpecker from Endangered to Threatened
Haaland, Touton vow ‘every viable option’ on table in Colorado River plans
Interior Department, State of California Break Ground on Salton Sea Rehabilitation Effort
Public Comment: Nov 12, 2024: Draft State Regulatory Improvement Grants Guidance
Funding Opportunities:  
· November 12: Draft State Regulatory Improvement Grants Guidance 
· November 13: WaterSMART Grants: Water and Energy Efficiency Grants for Fiscal Year 2024
· December 13: | Phase 2 State Formula Grant: Orphaned Oil and Gas Wells
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· 89 FR 85983 - Notice of Availability of the Record of Decision for the Rhyolite Ridge Lithium-Boron Project, Esmeralda County, NV  PDF  TEXT  DETAILS
· 89 FR 87594 - Notice of Availability of the Proposed Resource Management Plan Amendment and Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Rough Hat Clark Solar Project in Clark County, NV   PDF  TEXT  DETAILS
· 89 FR 87352 - Record of Decision: Issuance of a Loan to Lithium Nevada Corp. for the Construction and Startup of the Thacker Pass Project PDF  TEXT  DETAILS
· BLM, USDA Forest Service issue proposed plan for Bears Ears National Monument
· BLM finalizes guidance for certain off-highway vehicle events in Nevada
· BLM issues proposed management plan for Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument
· BLM to invest $2.4 million in cultural study in California and Arizona
· BLM seeks nominations for Public Lands Rule Advisory Committee
· BLM approves big game, Gunnison sage-grouse, and land management plans
· $375 Million for Recreation and Restoration Projects in Nevada and California
· Major lithium mine approved in latest effort to support a domestic supply of critical minerals
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$9.2 Million for Tribal water projects and emergency drought relief
Interior Department, State of California Break Ground on Salton Sea Rehabilitation Effort
$25 Million for Fish Habitat and Facility Improvements in the Sacramento River Valley
Funding Opportunities:  
· Nov 13: WaterSMART Grants: Water and Energy Efficiency Grants for Fiscal Year 2024
· Dec 12: Small Surface Water and Groundwater Storage Projects (Small Storage Program)
· Jan 14, 2025: WaterSMART Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects For Fiscal Year 2024 and Fiscal Year 2025
· March 11, 2025: WaterSMART Environmental Water Resources Projects 2024
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 Millions in the U.S. may rely on groundwater contaminated with PFAS for drinking water supplies
DOI-USFWS
Completion 90-day finding for species in California, Nevada and Oregon
Nearly $10M for Collaborative Sagebrush Projects in the West
20th Year of the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan
$6.4 Million in Tribal Wildlife Grants to Advance Shared Conservation Goals and Natural Heritage, Cultural Priorities
FY 2024 Tribal Wildlife Grants Awards Summaries
Listing for Ash Meadows: 89 FR 83510 - Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Initiation of 5-Year Status Reviews for 59 Pacific... Federal Register. Notices. Notice of initiation of reviews
Funding Opportunity: Dec 31, 2024: National Fish Passage Program Bipartisan Infrastructure Law: Restoring River, Floodplain, and Coastal Connectivity and Resiliency FY24 Funds
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Millions in the U.S. may rely on groundwater contaminated with PFAS for drinking water supplies
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$7.7 Billion Available for Climate-Smart Practices on Agricultural Lands
Funding Opportunity:  Dec 20: Fiscal Year 2025 Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 
USDA-NRCS
The Importance of Traditional Ecological Knowledge in Climate-Smart Solutions
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USDA Forest Service partners with states to conserve private forestlands
Investments tackle the threat of invasive species across the nation
Funding Opportunity: USDA Forest Service announces open grant opportunity to strengthen forest products economy and forest sector jobs through the Forest Service’s three key grant programs.
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More states ban PFAS, or ‘forever chemicals,’ in more products
WSWC: Western States Water Newsletter Issue #2628 
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ADWR Proposes Willcox Basin AMA
Arizona Project WET - Ghost Rivers Haunt Arizona
$24.5 Million in Conservation Funding Coming to Arizona
Fall 2024 Drought ICG Meeting - November 4 @ 10:00am: Agenda | Join the meeting here
Gov. Katie Hobbs and Local Leaders Applaud ADWR Steps Toward Protecting Arizona’s Water
Gov. Hobbs Announces $1.5 Million Grant to Help Protect the San Pedro River
A Rural Arizona Community May Soon Have a State Government Fix for its Drying Wells
How ADOT is helping monarch butterflies thrive
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Threat to California’s Delta: A new invasive mussel
Expanded Salton Sea restoration project breaks ground 
San Gabriel Mountains National Monument project gets boost to improve access and water quality
CA joins federal partners to enhance flood protection and wildlife habitat in Sacramento River Basin
California Reservoir Water Levels Now Compared to Lowest Point
New California water rules are being written amid controversy
Aquifers as natural infrastructure and their ecosystem services will be the focus at the Flood-Managed Aquifer Recharge (Flood-MAR) Program's lunchtime webinar on Nov 6
Nov 6 Workshop set for draft amendment to State water funds. Draft documents with proposed amendments to the policy for implementing the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund have been released by the State Water Board.
DWR has released a webinar video to help groundwater sustainability agencies address the depletion of interconnected surface water (ISW) in their groundwater sustainability plans. The webinar summarizes three draft ISW papers, Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water: An Introduction, Techniques for Estimating Interconnected Surface Water Depletion Caused by Groundwater Use, and Examples for Estimating Interconnected Surface Water Depletion Caused by Groundwater Use. Webinar also describes next steps in the development of a guidance document.
CA project to bury climate-warming gases wins key approval
A report from Sustainable Conservation explores ways to accelerate ecological restoration projects 
The latest data and conditions of California’s groundwater are available in a new DWR report. California’s Groundwater Conditions: Semi-Annual Update describes the accomplishments made toward a sustainable groundwater future under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.
California conserves more than a quarter of its land in historic milestone
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Gov. Cox appoints and Senate confirms Joel Ferry as new water agent
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Administration Joins Gila River Indian Community to celebrate completion of solar over canals project
Beacon Bisti project begins, clean water access expanded for thousands of Navajos 
Nearly $82 Million To Bring Clean Drinking Water to Tribal Communities
Havasupai Tribe set to receive federal aid for severe flood damage
DOI Signs Settlement Agreement Recognizing Jemez Pueblo’s Rights to Occupy and Use Banco Bonito in the Valles Caldera National Preserve for Traditional Cultural and Religious Purposes
States own lands on reservations. To use them, tribes have to pay. 
Biden administration designates first-ever Indigenous-proposed marine sanctuary 
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Fort Huachuca Sentinel Landscape Partnership Newsletter - Volume XVII
Texas Sued New Mexico Over Rio Grande Water. Now the States are Fighting the Federal Government
Lake Powell Water Levels Face Threat From 'Overgrown' Forests
It Could Take Over 40 Years For PFAS To Leave Groundwater
Drought mitigation funding rains on projects across the West – Water Program Portal
Nov. 6: WaterNow Alliance will host a webinar to help connect local entities to government funding available for sustainable water projects
Under the theme of “Strengthening Conservation Impact through Partnership,” the Sierra Nevada Alliance Conservation Conference will be Nov. 7 and 8, in South Lake Tahoe.
USU Researchers Monitor Sage Grouse Populations, Habitat With Help of Bird Dogs
Before and After Photos of World's Largest Dam Removal
Record-Breaking Heat Waves Add to Risks for Western Monarchs
Funding Opportunity: Landscape Scale Restoration (LSR) Competitive Grant Program supports high impact projects that promote collaborative, science-based restoration of priority forest landscapes, leverage public and private resources, and advance priorities identified in a State Forest Action Plan or other restoration strategy. The objective is to focus competitive LSR funds on activities that address priority areas, challenges and opportunities facing western lands. Funding for the LSR Competitive Process is made possible through the USDA Forest Service. Closes Nov 15. (There is a separate tribal process.) View a recording of the FY 2025 LSR informational webinar and download the PowerPoint presentation.
WestFAST: October 2024 WestFAST Newsletter: Millions in the U.S. may Rely on Groundwater Contaminated with PFAS for Drinking Water Supplies; $3.6 Billion for Water Infrastructure Through Investing in America Agenda; $7.7 Billion Available for Climate-Smart Practices on Agricultural Lands as Part of Investing in America Agenda; and more.   
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November 12th 12-1PM MST WRRC Water Webinar: Celebrating 60 Years of the WRRC
WRRC Releases Pinal County Factsheet
CAP Board Meeting Features WRRC Presentation
WRRC Weekly Wave:  October 25, 2024  |  October 18, 2024 | October 11, 2024 | October 4, 2024
November 12, 12:00–1:15pm MST  |  WRRC Water Webinar: Celebrating 60 Years of the WRRC
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[bookmark: _Toc138863504][bookmark: _Toc138947945][bookmark: _Toc138948900][bookmark: _Toc139290530][bookmark: _Toc139290640][bookmark: _Toc139291401][bookmark: _Toc139291571][bookmark: _Toc139291723][bookmark: _Toc142033653][bookmark: _Toc142078810][bookmark: _Toc144806405][bookmark: _Toc144832080][bookmark: _Toc144832255][bookmark: _Toc144832318][bookmark: _Toc147496147][bookmark: _Toc149916446][bookmark: _Toc149922563][bookmark: _Toc152563722][bookmark: _Toc155260135][bookmark: _Toc155266264][bookmark: _Toc157786330][bookmark: _Toc163555306][bookmark: _Toc163584219][bookmark: _Toc163585887][bookmark: _Toc166002354][bookmark: _Toc166067997][bookmark: _Toc166077752][bookmark: _Toc168059602][bookmark: _Toc168066789][bookmark: _Toc170743904][bookmark: _Toc173433098][bookmark: _Toc173559816][bookmark: _Toc176276505][bookmark: _Toc181607080][bookmark: _Toc181607139]Military Readiness
[bookmark: _Toc138863505][bookmark: _Toc138947946][bookmark: _Toc138948901][bookmark: _Toc139290531][bookmark: _Toc139290641][bookmark: _Toc139291402][bookmark: _Toc139291572][bookmark: _Toc139291724][bookmark: _Toc142033654][bookmark: _Toc142078811][bookmark: _Toc144806406][bookmark: _Toc144832081][bookmark: _Toc144832256][bookmark: _Toc144832319][bookmark: _Toc147496148][bookmark: _Toc149916447][bookmark: _Toc149922564][bookmark: _Toc152563723][bookmark: _Toc155260136][bookmark: _Toc155266265][bookmark: _Toc157786331][bookmark: _Toc163555307][bookmark: _Toc163584220][bookmark: _Toc163585888][bookmark: _Toc166002355][bookmark: _Toc166067998][bookmark: _Toc166077753][bookmark: _Toc168059603][bookmark: _Toc168066790][bookmark: _Toc170743905][bookmark: _Toc173433099][bookmark: _Toc173559817][bookmark: _Toc176276506][bookmark: _Toc181607081][bookmark: _Toc181607140]DOD	
Climate Change Resiliency a High DOD Priority, Deputy Defense Secretary Says
Installation Innovation 24
Heard at the Forum
IIF: O’Brien Discusses DCIP, Appropriations, Resilience and More
Tiny drones, updated optics and new targeting gear for soldiers
White House Memo Outlines DOD’s AI Opportunities
How DOD will help agencies comply with the White House’s new rules for AI in national security
F-35s still missing readiness goals, despite rising spending
DOD Releases Report on Defense Spending by State in Fiscal Year 2023
DOD Releases Spending-by-State Report 
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· Watch the 2024 Sentinel Landscape Designation Cycle Help Session Webinar for additional information about the application process. 
· Read the 2024 Sentinel Landscape Designation Cycle Application Guidance.
Dec 11 1:00 PM EST Webinar: Navigating Military Readiness Through Responsible Project Execution  
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ACC lays out new priorities
Air Force Chief: Small Drones Are Both 'Threat and Opportunity'
Air Force open to greater B-21 stealth bomber role in strategy revamp
Air Force Reverses Course, Strikes Deal with EPA to Clean Up PFAS-Tainted Water in Arizona
Yuba-Sutter hopes Beale Air Force Base lands future planes
Rand: No Demand For eVTOLs Within USAF’s Major Commands
Colorado in head-to-head fight with the U.S. Air Force over Air National Guard control
Protective Nets To Shield F-22s Eyed For Airbase Swarmed By Mystery Drones
Cannon Air Force Base officials test soil after PFAS dumped into pond
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Army eyes modernized, long-range systems to bolster aircraft survivability
Drones, new squad vehicle are key to ‘hunter-killer’ Army platoons
Army Must Familiarize Itself with Tiltrotor Aircraft for Future Vertical Lift, Program Manager Says
Army watercraft fleet is less ready, but the need for it is growing
Army speeds up development of multipurpose ‘launched effects’
Army Seeks New Space Capabilities for the ‘Tactical Edge’
AUSA: Future Vertical Lift
How the Army’s chief of staff plans to modernize the service
How the Army is maturing tech for an air defense cannon
Army Air and Missile Defense Growing to Meet Air Force Demand
Army's space tech roadmap emphasizes secure navigation, satcom, intelligence
Army Cyber’s new unit focused on information threats to commanders, troops across the globe
Army to harvest ‘dogs of the fleet’ in bid to boost weapon readiness
US Army inches closer to 3D-printing spare parts under fire
Army weighing sending missile defense prototypes forward into theater
Why Army divisions must prepare to get dirty
Army looking to provide commanders more flexibility with networking and comms gear
Leonardo, BlueHalo demo counter-drone system on Army Stryker
To hunt drones, Apaches may soon get new high-tech bullets
From drone swarms to exoskeletons, Army charts path for robotic future
AUSA Interview: Secretary of the Army Christine Wormuth
How many drones does the Army need? A lot more.
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Navy considers electrical microgrids at major shipyards as shield against outages
Marines score aviation firsts with F-35 squadron, drone test and more
Marines putting L-MADIS counter-drone system through tactics course for the first time 
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CNO Sets 80% Surge Readiness Goal by 2027
Navy eyeing new navigation tech for autonomous maritime drones in case satnav is lost
425MW solar farm and data center planned for US Navy airbase in California
‘Game changing’: Navy reloads cruiser’s missiles at sea for first time
World’s most powerful Navy celebrates 249 years of service
[bookmark: _Toc138863511][bookmark: _Toc138947952][bookmark: _Toc138948907][bookmark: _Toc139290537][bookmark: _Toc139290647][bookmark: _Toc139291408][bookmark: _Toc139291578][bookmark: _Toc139291730][bookmark: _Toc142033660][bookmark: _Toc142078817][bookmark: _Toc144806412][bookmark: _Toc144832087][bookmark: _Toc144832262][bookmark: _Toc144832325][bookmark: _Toc147496154][bookmark: _Toc149916453][bookmark: _Toc149922570][bookmark: _Toc152563729][bookmark: _Toc155260143][bookmark: _Toc155266272][bookmark: _Toc157786337][bookmark: _Toc163555314][bookmark: _Toc163584227][bookmark: _Toc163585895][bookmark: _Toc166002361][bookmark: _Toc166068004][bookmark: _Toc166077759][bookmark: _Toc168059609][bookmark: _Toc168066796][bookmark: _Toc170743911][bookmark: _Toc173433105][bookmark: _Toc173559823][bookmark: _Toc176276512][bookmark: _Toc181607087][bookmark: _Toc181607146]Space Force
US Space Force moves to make its systems battle-ready by 2026
Space Jammer to Aim at Russian, Chinese Satellites Is Readied as Flaws Fixed
Space Force refining commercial backup plan for military satellites
‘This is not enough': Army grappling with increased demand for space capabilities, personnel
Space Force Makes Tricky Maneuver with Top-Secret Space Plane to Dispose of Debris 
Why Space Force chose commercial firms to build its new ground system 

[bookmark: _Toc138863513][bookmark: _Toc138947954][bookmark: _Toc138948909][bookmark: _Toc139290538][bookmark: _Toc139290648][bookmark: _Toc139291409][bookmark: _Toc139291579][bookmark: _Toc139291731][bookmark: _Toc142033661][bookmark: _Toc142078818][bookmark: _Toc144806413][bookmark: _Toc144832088][bookmark: _Toc144832263][bookmark: _Toc144832326][bookmark: _Toc147496155][bookmark: _Toc149916454][bookmark: _Toc149922571][bookmark: _Toc152563730][bookmark: _Toc155260144][bookmark: _Toc155266273][bookmark: _Toc157786338][bookmark: _Toc163555315][bookmark: _Toc163584228][bookmark: _Toc163585896][bookmark: _Toc166002362][bookmark: _Toc166068005][bookmark: _Toc166077760][bookmark: _Toc168059610][bookmark: _Toc168066797][bookmark: _Toc170743912][bookmark: _Toc173433106][bookmark: _Toc173559824][bookmark: _Toc176276513][bookmark: _Toc181607088][bookmark: _Toc181607147][bookmark: _Toc138863516][bookmark: _Toc138947958][bookmark: _Toc138948913][bookmark: _Toc139290539][bookmark: _Toc139290649][bookmark: _Toc139291410][bookmark: _Toc139291580][bookmark: _Toc139291732][bookmark: _Toc142033662][bookmark: _Toc142078819][bookmark: _Toc144806414][bookmark: _Toc144832089][bookmark: _Toc144832264][bookmark: _Toc144832327][bookmark: _Toc147496156][bookmark: _Toc149916455][bookmark: _Toc149922572][bookmark: _Toc152563731][bookmark: _Toc155260145][bookmark: _Toc155266274][bookmark: _Toc157786339][bookmark: _Toc138863519][bookmark: _Toc138947955][bookmark: _Toc138948910]Homeland Security / Disaster Preparedness 
[bookmark: _Toc163555316][bookmark: _Toc163584229][bookmark: _Toc163585897][bookmark: _Toc166002363][bookmark: _Toc166068006][bookmark: _Toc166077761][bookmark: _Toc168059611][bookmark: _Toc168066798][bookmark: _Toc170743913][bookmark: _Toc173433107][bookmark: _Toc173559825][bookmark: _Toc176276514]Nov 14th 3 pm ET: First meeting of the new National Landslide Hazards Risk Reduction Working Group. Email to srhall@usgs.gov with "landslide working group" in the subject line to be added to the NLHRR working group email list and kept informed of upcoming meetings.
Planning for a Daunting New Normal of Flood Risk  
[bookmark: _Toc181607089][bookmark: _Toc181607148]FEMA
FEMA Bulletin:  October 29, 2024 | October 22, 2024 | October 15, 2024 | October 8, 2024
Funding Opportunities: 
· Dec 3: $279.9 million in Grant Funding for the Fiscal Year 2024 State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program
· Jan 15, 2025: Fiscal Year 2023 Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current
[bookmark: _Toc139290541][bookmark: _Toc139290651][bookmark: _Toc139291412][bookmark: _Toc139291582][bookmark: _Toc139291734][bookmark: _Toc142033664][bookmark: _Toc142078821][bookmark: _Toc144806416][bookmark: _Toc144832091][bookmark: _Toc144832266][bookmark: _Toc144832329][bookmark: _Toc147496158][bookmark: _Toc149916457][bookmark: _Toc149922574][bookmark: _Toc152563733][bookmark: _Toc155260147][bookmark: _Toc155266276][bookmark: _Toc157786341][bookmark: _Toc163555319][bookmark: _Toc163584232][bookmark: _Toc163585900][bookmark: _Toc166002365][bookmark: _Toc166068008][bookmark: _Toc166077763][bookmark: _Toc168059613][bookmark: _Toc168066800][bookmark: _Toc170743915][bookmark: _Toc173433109][bookmark: _Toc173559827][bookmark: _Toc176276516][bookmark: _Toc181607090][bookmark: _Toc181607149]Wildfire
USDA Forest Service Bipartisan Infrastructure Law investments tackle the threat of invasive species across the nation
Joint Fire Science Program Fall Governing Board Meeting Recap
Forest Service Halts Prescribed Burns in California. Is It Worth the Risk?
Extreme fire seasons are looming — science can help us adapt
How Sierra Nevada’s newest sawmill advances Tahoe’s forest health
Using Stand Density Index (SDI) as a stocking guide in frequent fire forests
Thinning, Prescribed Fire, and Managing Wildfire for Resource Benefit Reduces Severity of the Midnight Fire
Free Course, “Be Smoke Savvy: Training Guide of Best Management Practices for Prescribed Fire Smoke” ONLINE COURSE AVAILABLE Oct 1st – Dec 20th Register here.
New Economic Development Report Offers Roadmap for Strengthening Community-Led Opportunities in Sustainable Forest Products and Outdoor Recreation in Forest Communities
APS awarded $70M for grid resilience, wildfire mitigation
4th Southwest Fire Ecology Conference: Nov 18-22 Santa Fe, New Mexico, at La Fonda 
· Lessons from the Rearview, New and Unfamiliar Routes, and Promising Horizons. Elevate your understanding of fire science in the Southwest and join the Southwest Fire Science Consortium, Arizona Wildfire Initiative, and the Association for Fire Ecology for a unique opportunity to connect with fellow professionals and engage in stimulating, cutting-edge discussions that will kindle the future of fire ecology in the Southwest region.
Contemporary fires are less frequent but more severe in dry conifer forests of the southwest
Replanting forests after severe wildfires faces huge obstacles
Wildfire is Central Webinars:
· Nov 7, 9:30 Central: Working with private landowners to increase prescribed fire capacity
· Dec 11, 11 Central: Expanding training to building the prescribed fire workforce. 
Funding Opportunities:
· Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) is a competitive grant program for fuels treatment, education, and mitigation planning on non-federal lands using federal funds through the National Fire Plan through the State and Private Forestry Branch. The FY 2025 WUI grant application period will close on Dec 20. FY 2025 WSFM WUI Grant Instructions to States; FY 2025 WSFM WUI Grant Application
· $34 million in funding available to support innovation and jobs in the forestry sector while supporting healthy forests. The agency is seeking proposals that will spark innovation, create new markets for sustainable wood products and renewable wood energy, and expand processing capacity. Learn more here.
STATE
State Foresters convene in Providence, Rhode Island for 104th Annual Meeting of the National Association of State Foresters
AZ: State of Arizona and USDA Sign Shared Stewardship to Reduce Community Wildfire Risk and Increase Forest Health
AZ: New sawmill opens outside of Flagstaff to help prevent wildfires
CA: New tools that track the state’s wildfire and landscape resilience progress. The Interagency Treatment Dashboard provides a hub that shows where treatments, such as prescribed fires, mechanical thinning, and tree planting, have been completed
CA’s new, cutting-edge dashboards map the progress of wildfire resilience work that protects communities
UT: Quaking Aspen giant in Utah faces climate and wildlife threats
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Sonex boosts gross weights
Gov. Newsom announces first-of-its-kind partnership with airlines on sustainable aviation fuel
Public Briefing for the Report Emerging Hazards in Commercial Aviation - Ensuring Safety During Transformative Changes
Flying cars? Why Utah is experimenting with air taxis, other aircraft
[bookmark: _Hlk168033420]FAA
FAA to Host Industry Day for Non-Federal Airborne Position Reference Tools (APRT)
With New Rule, FAA is Ready for Air Travel of the Future
Issues $970M for Improvements at 125 Airports
Issues Part 450 Reentry License to Inversion Space: authorizing its Ray capsule for reentry, splashdown, and recovery operations in the Pacific Ocean off the coast of Central CA. The license is valid for five years. Learn more.  
Register now for 2025 FAA Commercial Space Conference  and get early bird pricing. Co-hosted by the Commercial Spaceflight Federation on Feb. 12, 2025, in Washington, D.C. 
FAA-Licensed Commercial Space Operations for FY 2024: Fiscal Year 2024 ended on Sept. 30, and it was another safe and impressive year for the FAA and commercial space operators. There were a record 148 total FAA-licensed operations, up more than 30 percent over the prior year.  Check out the commercial space data for all the latest numbers.  
	 
	FY 2024 
	FY 2023 
	FY 2022 
	FY 2021 
	FY 2020 

	FAA Licensed Launches 
	142 
	106 
	69 
	59 
	31 

	FAA Licensed Reentries 
	6 
	7 
	5 
	5 
	2 

	Total FAA Licensed Operations 
	148 
	113 
	74 
	64 
	33 


FAA Video: The Vital Role of Spaceports  
Learn more about how the FAA integrates space operations into U.S. airspace
With New Rule, FAA is Ready for Air Travel of the Future 
DRONES
Lasers, Microwaves, Missiles, Guns Not On The Table For Domestic Drone Defense
AAM industry focuses on infrastructure
Letter from Congress warns county against Chinese drone use
Drones are playing a critical role in Milton and Helene recovery
Drone maker DJI sues Pentagon over Chinese military listing
Campbell Police Department Secures Waiver for 24/7 Drone as First Responder (DFR) Operations
Drones swarmed an air base for days. They're still a mystery
Leonardo debuts drone-mounted jammer to bamboozle air threats
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Spectrum-Sharing and the Military
FCC Adopts New Rules for the Public Safety 4.9 GHz Band
How 5G, Open RAN Help Solve Military Challenges
AT&T Proposes to Auction Off CBRS Spectrum: The company’s proposal would see users of the Citizens Broadband Radio Service, the three-tiered spectrum sharing framework, moved from the 3.55-3.7 GHz band to the 3.1-3.3 GHz band – currently Defense Department spectrum.
Riding the waves: How RF tech is supercharging military 5G 
Overcoming spectrum-management tech challenges
Funding Opportunities:
· Dec. 21: The Utah Broadband Center announced Utah’s launch of the registration and pre-application portal for the state’s Broadband Infrastructure Grant (BIG), funded by the federal Broadband, Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) program. 
· Dec. 21: Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD)  

[bookmark: _Toc176276519][bookmark: _Toc181607093][bookmark: _Toc181607152]GIS

· USGS Releases New Products that Map Four Decades of Land Cover Change
· Data Basin has supported the public process for exploring the social and environmental feasibility of offshore wind development off the California coast since 2019. Click here to explore the California Offshore Wind Energy Gateway.
· The San Joaquin Valley Project Prioritization Tool (PPT) constructed using Data Basin was designed to identify valuable farmland in the San Joaquin Valley so it could be protected from ongoing development in this extremely valuable agricultural area in the state and the country.
· The New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department is excited to announce the launch of their new  Water Data Act APIs and User Registration portals
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FEDERAL
Fact Sheet: Key AI Accomplishments in the Year Since the Biden-Harris Administration’s Landmark Executive Order
USDA Forest Service welcomes new national director of Fire and Aviation Management
DOI: This Week at the Interior: November 1, 2024 | October 25, 2024 | October 18, 2024  | October 11, 2024 | October 4, 2024
STATES
12 states get behind Utah’s lawsuit to take over millions of acres of federally-controlled land
CA: The Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) has become the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCI).


TRIBAL          
FACT SHEET: President Biden Touts Historic Support for Indian Country and Transformation of the Nation-to-Nation Relationship with Tribal Nations
Remarks by President Biden on the Administration’s Record of Delivering for Tribal Communities, Including Keeping His Promise to Make this Historic Visit to Indian Country
Navajo President Buu Nygren, Navajo Hopi Land Commissioners Tso, Johnson consult with the White House to address urgent Navajo relocation crisis 
INFRASTRUCTURE
$62 Billion to States for America’s Infrastructure
$4.2 Billion for Transformational, National Infrastructure Projects$3 Billion of Investments in Clean Ports
$2.4 Billion in New Rail Projects to Improve Safety, Strengthen Supply Chains and Grow America’s Freight and Passenger Rail Networks
$635 Million for 22 Bridge Projects Across the Country
New Arizona-Mexico Commercial Port Gets $275M Contract
ADOT updates state’s strategic plan to enhance roadway safety
Wildlife Connectivity Report Reveals California’s Bold Approach to Reconnect Animal Habitats Along State Highway System
FRA Offering $1B of Intercity Passenger Rail Grants: NOFO is available here. Applications are due no later than December 16, 2024	 
Utah DOT Installing New Segment of Wildlife Fencing
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