



WESTERN REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP
MONTHLY UPDATE

[bookmark: _Toc138861274][bookmark: _Toc138861405][bookmark: _Toc138861421][bookmark: _Toc138861431][bookmark: _Toc138863460][bookmark: _Toc138947910][bookmark: _Toc138948865][bookmark: _Toc139290490][bookmark: _Toc139290600][bookmark: _Toc139291362][bookmark: _Toc139291531][bookmark: _Toc139291684][bookmark: _Toc142033615][bookmark: _Toc142078773][bookmark: _Toc144806370][bookmark: _Toc144832045][bookmark: _Toc144832221][bookmark: _Toc144832284][bookmark: _Toc147496115][bookmark: _Toc149916406][bookmark: _Toc149922522][bookmark: _Toc152563682][bookmark: _Toc155260098][bookmark: _Toc155266227][bookmark: _Toc157786294][bookmark: _Toc163555272][bookmark: _Toc163584184][bookmark: _Toc163585852][bookmark: _Toc166002321][bookmark: _Toc166067962][bookmark: _Toc166077717][bookmark: _Toc168059567][bookmark: _Toc168066754][bookmark: _Toc170743869][bookmark: _Toc173433064]MARCH 2026

[image: A picture containing text, font, graphics, graphic design

Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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The 2026 WRP Principals’ Meeting will take place May 28-29 in Utah. The WRP Principals’ Meeting provides an opportunity to learn more about issues impacting the region and to network with other senior policy-level colleagues representing states, federal and tribal government. Together, WRP Principals will develop strategies and actions for addressing identified issues and priorities over the next year. 

[bookmark: _Toc226389255]WRP Tribal Engagement Committee (TEC)
[bookmark: _Hlk210041496]You are cordially invited to participate in the Friday, April 24th WRP TEC call (10:00 am Pacific). Please click  to RSVP. This featured presentation is: Avoiding the Next Digital Divide: Defining Digital Sovereignty for Tribal Nations in the AI Age by Dr. Traci Morris, Executive Director of the American Indian Policy Institute (AIPI) and Research Professor at the Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law at ASU. 

The March 27th WRP TEC call featured the following presentation: A Bird’s Eye View: Supporting Disaster Response with NASA’s Open Satellite Data by Joshua Barnes, Program Manager, Disaster Response Coordination System (DRCS) for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). The meeting can be viewed here. 
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There are three Deep-Dives in support of the current WRP Priority of “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster”:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs

WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items.

2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives. 
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· USDA Further Advances Trump Administration Push to Unleash Critical American Mineral and Energy Dominance
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· FERC Action: New Reliability Safeguards for American Power Grid
· Sunshine Notice | March 2026 Commission Meeting
· 91 FR 13025 - Great Basin Gas Transmission Company; Notice of Availability of the Environmental Assessment for the Gabbs Lateral Naval Air Station Fallon.... PDF TEXT DETAILS    
· March 2026 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 3 
· Summaries | March 2026 Commission Meeting
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Trump Administration Keeps Colorado Coal Plant Open to Ensure Affordable, Reliable and Secure Power in Colorado
DOE and GSA Announce Collaborative Effort for a New Headquarters for the U.S. Department of Energy
Energy Department Initiates Strategic Petroleum Reserve Emergency Exchange to Stabilize Global Oil Supply
Secretary Wright Directs Sable Offshore to Restore the Santa Ynez Unit and Pipeline
$1.9B Investment in Critical Grid Infrastructure to Reduce Electricity Costs
United States to Release 172 Million Barrels of Oil From the Strategic Petroleum Reserve
$50 Million Investment to Advance Affordable, Reliable, and Secure Energy for Tribes
$500 Million to Strengthen Domestic Critical Materials Processing and Manufacturing
The Hydropower and Hydrokinetic Office’s Biggest Successes of 2025 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Energy Department Announces $171.5 Million To Expand U.S. Geothermal Energy. Tribes Eligible For New Opportunity That Will Support Field-Scale Tests and Exploration Drilling To Advance Affordable, Reliable, Secure Geothermal Energy. Full applications are due April 30, 2026. Learn more here.   
EIA
USAEE Webinar: EIA’s Role in Supporting the Nation’s Energy Dialogue
Petroleum Supply Monthly
Natural Gas Monthly Report
Monthly Densified Biomass Fuel Report
Monthly Energy Review
Electric Power Monthly
State Energy Data System (SEDS): 2024 Updates by energy source 
Annual Energy Outlook Retrospective 2025
Wholesale Electricity and Natural Gas Markets data
Company Level Imports
Weekly Natural Gas Storage Report Supplement  
Monthly Densified Biomass Fuel Report
Electric Power Monthly
Quarterly Coal Report 
· Short-Term Energy Outlook
· Liquids Pipeline Projects 
[bookmark: _Toc215588942][bookmark: _Toc215588997][bookmark: _Toc223434027][bookmark: _Toc226389261]DOI
Secretary Burgum Emphasizes Critical Role of Gulf of America Energy Production Following Endangered Species Committee Meeting
[bookmark: _Toc223434028][bookmark: _Toc226389262]DOI-BLM
· BLM seeks initial input for September 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Colorado
· BLM announces May 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in New Mexico and Texas
· BLM seeks initial input for September 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Utah
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Pew Policy Tool Shows States Taking Action to Boost Distributed Energy Resources
How States are Protecting Critical Energy Infrastructure Information
Electricity demand spurs states to find a way to meet the moment
America's Once-in-a-Generation Energy Opportunity
AZ: Arizona cuts key renewables policy as clean energy market takes off
CA: County board gives final OK to state's largest solar project
CA: The agenda is now available for the April 8, 2026, Energy Commission Business Meeting
CA: California sues Trump over order to open coastal oil pipeline
CO: Micro-Grids Inc. Joins the Rural Jump-Start Program, Establishing New Manufacturing Operations in Delta County
CO: How tiny Kit Carson County has grown into a green energy giant
CO: Colorado's oil and gas truce could be falling apart
NV: Governor Lombardo Announces Appointment of Office of Energy Director
NV: Nevada Governor’s Office of Energy Secures Historic Funding, Strengthens Grid and Consumer Energy Programs
UT: Utah and Tooele County explore response to U.S. DOE opportunity for Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation Campus
UT: Gov. Cox announces bid for nuclear energy hub in Utah
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$6.6 Million Awarded in Tribal Wildlife Grants to Advance Shared Conservation Goals
President Nygren, NTUA Meet with DOE Dominance Team to Advance Tribal Energy Financing and Expand Employment Opportunities
Notice of Regional Roundtable 7: CEC Order Instituting an Informational Proceeding on Tribal Affairs and Tribal Energy Sovereignty (25-OIIP-01) – Northeast Region. April 15, 2026, 9AM - 4PM, 
DOE Announces 20 Indian Country Energy and Infrastructure Working Group Members
Feds pulled $1.5B from tribal clean energy. Tribes are finding another way.
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: $50 Million Funding Opportunity Announced to Advance Affordable, Reliable, and Secure Energy for Tribes. Interested Applicants can register for an informational webinar on April 9, 2026 to learn more.
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Record-Breaking Energy Storage Growth Is Making the Grid More Reliable
Can a new generation of hydropower dams save the energy transition?
Report: Offshore Renewable Energy Development on the West Coast: Understanding Effects on Shipping, Fisheries, and Maritime Activities
Solar Market Insight Report
The possibilities - and impossibilities - of nuclear energy in the West
SunZia:
· The US’s largest clean energy project just installed 242 giant wind turbines
· Vestas completes installation of 242 turbines at SunZia wind project 
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Federal Register: Endangered Species Committee Meeting Announcement
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Administrator Zeldin in Washington Reporter: Why the Trump Administration Launched the Greatest and Most Consequential Year of Deregulation in American History
EPA Launches Initiative to Strengthen Support for Water Systems, Maximize Impact to Ensure Clean, Safe Water for All
EPA launches initiative to strengthen U.S. drinking water systems
EPA launches RealWaterTA initiative to reinforce technical support for U.S. water systems
EPA Invites Public Feedback on Key Tool that Supports Water Affordability, Strengthens Practical Clean Water Act Implementation
EPA walks back mercury pollution standards for coal plants
EPA grants Phoenix area air quality exemption, citing international pollution
Western Governors share bipartisan policy recommendations with EPA on visibility and haze management
Ninth Circuit rebuffs EPA's relaxed freshwater pollution limits	
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April 13th: NOAA Drought Seminar Series: Inaugural Seminar on Pathways of Ongoing Aridification in Southwest North America
50 Years of Environmental Data Can Predict Health and Strandings of Sea Lions Pups in California
Recording: California-Nevada CA/NV Drought & Climate Outlook Webinar
Water Year Update for the Intermountain West
New NOAA tool aims to improve drought forecasting
New NOAA El Niño-Southern Oscillation Index Supports Drought Early Warning
March 2026 Water Supply Briefing Colorado River Basin River Forecast Center
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· $889 Million Investment in Western Water Infrastructure Through President Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill
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Reclamation Launches "Crack the Case" to Detect Hidden Threats in America's Dams
Reclamation continues Sites Reservoir Project public negotiation sessions
Reclamation increases Central Valley Project 2026 water supply allocations
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· Private Investment in Historic Preservation Generated $12.8 Billion in Economic Output in 2024
· Public Interest in National Parks Remains Strong as Visits Top 323 Million in 2025
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· USDA further advances Trump Administration push to unleash critical American mineral and energy dominance
· Reducing fuels on steep slopes
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· Draft Recovery Plan for Swale Paintbrush Available
· 91 FR 13050 - Endangered and Threatened Species; Receipt of Recovery Permit Applications
Federal Register. Notices. Notice of receipt of permit applications.... PDF TEXT DETAILS
· 91 FR 11331 - Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Initiation of 5-Year Status Reviews for 56 Pacific... Federal Register. Notices..... PDF (241.6 KB) TEXT (36.6 KB) DETAILS    
· FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: In partnership with NFWF, the USFWS has opened a new grant program, the National Species Recovery Grant, aimed at accelerating recovery of species listed as endangered or threatened under the ESA. Grants range from $30,000 to $43.5 million and must show measurable progress toward species recovery. Proposals are due April 9, 2026. More info: here. 
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NRCS’s Decade-long Work is Today’s Miracle for Colorado’s White Hawk Trail 
Water and Climate Update: Mar. 26, 2026 | Mar. 19, 2026 | Mar. 12, 2026
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Western States Water Newsletter: March 23, 2026 | March 6, 2026
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Governor Hobbs Announces Appointment of Experts to Water Infrastructure Finance Authority at Critical Moment for Arizona’s Water
Governor Hobbs Celebrates Historic Water Milestone as Arizona Water Company Receives Designation for 100-Year Assured Water Supply
Arizona: Leading the way in conservation and smart water management
Could ocean water help fix Arizona’s drought troubles? This agreement puts it one step closer
Court considers state lawsuit against Saudi firm’s groundwater usage
Report: Big CAP cuts would trigger major Arizona job losses 
CAP submits lengthy comments to the federal government
Stakeholder Review of Yuma PM10 Draft Construction Rule – Rule Language Available on ADEQ Webpage. Updated Yuma PM10 Construction Draft Rule: PDF | Word Document with Tracked Changes. View. Please submit feedback on this draft rule language to ADEQ by Thursday, April 9.
Saving water in Arizona is expensive. Can big companies help pay for it?
Rural Arizonans fight bill that would let a hedge fund sell their water to Phoenix
Chandler expanding well system amid regionwide water drought
How rainwater fills most of these Arizonans' household needs
Arizona Water Company receives first 100-year water designation in decades
Pinal County water company secures approval for 80K new homes
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EXECUTIVE ORDER N-5-26
· California, not Trump, will decide how risky its AI startups are, Newsom says
As Trump tears apart decades of environmental progress, Governor Newsom restores nearly 300,000 acres of habitat and cuts average permitting time to 42 days
New report Highlights California’s vital work to recharge groundwater
Record Hot, Dry March Wipes Out California Snowpack, Leaving No Measurable Snow for April Survey
New California Water Plan 2028 “eNews” in the works. Register here.
California boosts water allocations after storms, but shortages remain
Lawmaker seeks to ban PFAS pesticides in California
With a Landmark Report and Historic Investments, California Doubles Down on Ocean Health
‘Abnormally dry’ conditions return to parts of California amid March heat wave
Record heat melts California's snowpack early
California analyst urges lawmakers to supervise upcoming water control plan
California lawmakers back $300 million plan to upgrade levees
California Water Board Will Soon Release a New Rule to Limit Water Pollution From Dairies in the State
$540M federal plan targets sinking California water canals
Cutting the Green Tape delivers direct benefits to California
DWR has released the final California’s Groundwater: Bulletin 118 – Update 2025
From backup supply to natural infrastructure: what California's new groundwater report reveals
Issue Brief: Water (California Climate Vote)
Regulators set to reopen California’s commercial salmon fishery for the first time in three years
State delivers tough subsidence guidelines prompting some valley water managers to cry foul
Second District Court of Appeal Affirms Judgment in California’s First Comprehensive Groundwater Adjudication 
Water Supply Assessments Under CEQA: Vallejo v. American Canyon Clarifies What Must (and Need Not) be Included
Labor, Conservation Groups Urge Water District to Fund Wastewater Recycling Project
Lawmaker: Bond to pay for updates for state's water
State releases updated groundwater bulletin linked to state's water future
State’s groundwater reporting platform – complete with fees – is live
New report highlights California’s vital work to recharge groundwater
Ten Million Tons of Manure In California Are Unaccounted for, New Report Shows
Hot spots in San Francisco area wetlands are teeming with fish food
Public comments needed for Sacramento's Sites Reservoir proposal
Division of Boating and Waterways to Begin Annual Control Efforts for Aquatic Invasive Plants in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
TCCWD and California DWR present details on Delta Conveyance Works project to a skeptical audience at GHCSD
West Kern water districts ink 59-year deal to buy water from southern California
Kern water district gets $230 million to settle contamination lawsuit
Invasive mussels top bevy of topics at annual Kern water summit
Kern County Water Summit: What can be done about a golden mussel infestation?
Invasive species poses serious threat to Kern's water
Lawyers allowed to question Kern River historian. So, lets talk about Col. Baker…  
Slew of lawsuits between Friant Water Authority and its own members settled in one fell swoop
San Diego County Water Authority signs water sale deal with Riverside agency
Escondido avocado growers hurt by some of San Diego's priciest water
Slight gain in Sierra Valley groundwater
Tulare County water agencies to spend $80,000 on PR campaign aimed at state funding to help farmers
Riverside Water Sale Is Done; Deal with Feds Doesn't Actually Exist
County water agency secures long-term supply deal with Riverside district
Water authority announces long-term sale of surplus to Riverside County
The Bay-Delta Plan and Voluntary Agreements: Ensuring Effective Legislative Oversight
Lake Oroville Update - March 13, 2026
LADWP Statement on Mono Lake Study Presentation at California State Water Board Meeting
$540M federal investment to revamp Central Valley water infrastructure
Westlands Water District Applauds Federal Investment in Shasta Dam and Water Infrastructure in California 
Trump administration allocates $200 million for Friant-Kern Canal
Trump wants to raise California's Shasta Dam. Who benefits?
Author explores California Delta water crisis in new novel ‘More Than Any River’ 
California environmental groups sue to stop Trump's water diversions
San Joaquin Valley canals snag federal funding for subsidence repairs
San Joaquin Valley farmers will have water certainty – if they can make it through the next few years, panelists say
San Joaquin Area Flood Control Agency supports bill to repair levees in the delta
Water Authority forecasts sufficient supply through 2050, seeks outside sales
Coalition Demands $150M for LA’s Water Recycle Project
Clean Water Program nears finish line
Three new groundwater wells increase reliability, flexibility of water supply in Antelope
Daugherty Water for Food Podcast: Locally Led Strategies for Protecting Groundwater Resources
Integrated program management is the future of California water reuses
How Stanislaus residents cope with unsafe well water
Another valley groundwater subbasin will likely escape state intervention
Got Water? Importance of Retaining Southern California's Water
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Gov. Polis, Colorado Parks and Wildlife and The Conservation Fund Acquire Pristine Wildlife Habitat in Gilpin and Boulder Counties, Land Will Become Colorado’s Next State Wildlife Area
Colorado’s snowpack takes ‘massive nosedive’ amid a ‘record-smashing’ heatwave
Governor Polis activated the State Drought Task Force and Phase 2 of Colorado’s Drought Response Plan. Acting on recommendations from the State’s Water Conditions Monitoring Committee (WCMC), and partner agencies, the Task Force will help the State better understand and elevate the local, regional, and sector-specific impacts of worsening drought conditions.
Colorado River faces a day of reckoning
CO Dept of Natural Resources Announces a New Shared Stewardship Agreement with CO Bureau of Land Management to Benefit Public Lands and Rural Communities
Colorado launched a task force to fight the pine beetle outbreak — but will the plan work?
Colorado Parks and Wildlife plots efforts to reseed and restore wildlife habitat, watersheds impacted by summer wildfires
‘An incredible fight ahead:' Colorado calls in reinforcements to contain zebra mussel threat
CPW launches ‘Oh Shell No’ campaign as zebra mussel threat continues in Colorado
Is most of Colorado’s water used for agriculture?
The 2.3 Million-Acre-Foot Reality
Colorado cities and towns consider water use restrictions amid drought
Colorado Springs Utilities asks residents to use less water after a warm dry winter
Denver Water, Xcel enact plan to ease shortages
How Denver's Upcoming Water Restrictions Will Impact You
Denver asks restaurants to only serve water by request amid drought conditions
Denver Water and Aurora Water use differing approaches with large water users amid drought
Aurora considers water restrictions, and officials say enforcement will be stricter than ever
Bill banning public land beaver kills heats up legislature
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: The Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) established the Forest Legacy Program (FLP) in collaboration with the U.S. Forest Service to conserve environmentally, economically, and culturally important forests in Colorado. Through the FLP, the CSFS conserves forests through the establishment of conservation easements on private land or by purchasing private land for public use. Grant applications for funding in fiscal year 2028 are due May 1, 2026. Please contact the program specialist with questions.
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Unprecedented high temperatures and low snowpack in Nevada
Nevada sees warm snow drought; as cloud seeding helps boost precipitation
Nevada looks for help from cloud seeding amid record low snowpack
Henderson offers homeowners $575 rebate for water-friendly yard renovations
Las Vegas serves as case study for groundwater recovery, study says
In Las Vegas, where every drop of water counts, septic system changes are a sore subject
Red Rock hydropower proposal 'simply does not align' with conservation goals, water officials say
Boulder City secures $980K federal grant for wastewater treatment upgrades
Is there a potential for flooding in the Sierra Nevada?
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In drought-strained Mountain West, a New Mexico river offers a glimpse of resilience, study finds
Pew Applauds New Mexico Governor and Legislature for Funding Critical Water Programs 
Get AMMPed! A publication of the Aquifer Mapping & Monitoring Program (AMMP) at the New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources
New Mexico Water eNews March 2026 
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What record heat means for water in Utah and the Colorado River Basin
Drought declaration not ruled out if Utah's water woes intensify, Cox says
SLC Mayor Mendenhall addresses potential water shortage and plans to conserve
What the data says on how Utahns are conserving water
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Senate Committee on Indian Affairs to Host Hearing on Indian Water Rights Settlements
Washington Funds War. Tribal Water Waits.
Water fight returns to Congress
Senate Committee Examines $5B Water Rights Settlement for Navajo, Hopi, and Paiute Tribes
Navajo Nation Marks $8.32 Million Milestone from Forest Carbon Project
President Nygren speaks before Congress on Water Rights
President Nygren Meets with Senate Leaders on Tribal Water Settlements
President Nygren Urges Swift Passage of Water Rights Settlement to End Generational Water Crisis
EPA Advances Uranium Cleanup in Lukachukai, Marking Major Progress for Navajo
Tribes, environmentalists urge Newsom to oppose federal plan to raise Shasta Dam
'New Era': Landmark Policy to Expand Tribal Stewardship for At Least 7.5 Million Acres in California
Tribal Water Rights Settlement Acts Involving Arizona and Their Impacts on Water Security
Colorado lawmakers step in to urge federal action on tribal water
Interior warns of funding gap as tribes back $5B Arizona water settlement
Arizona tribal leaders look to sway lawmakers on water settlement at Senate hearing
Arizona tribal leaders testify in support of water settlement
The 2024-2026 National Ecological Drought & Tribal Webinar Series seeks to raise awareness of ecological drought, share actions that strengthen ecosystem resilience and mitigate the impacts of droughts, and highlight advancements in integrating interdisciplinary research and management needs for future drought planning and preparedness. 
· Ecological Drought: Integrating Ecological Drought Considerations into Restoration Efforts and Natural Resource Management April 30 at 2 PM ET/11 a.m. PT Register
· Ecological Drought: Collaborative Planning, Response, and Decision-Making, May 13 at 3 p.m. ET/12 PM PT Register
· Ecological Drought: ﻿Drought Dashboards to Improve Drought Monitoring, Inform Tribal Resilience, and Preserve Ecological and Cultural Resources May 26 at 2 PM ET/11 a.m. PT Register
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Next to Joshua Tree National Park, a mining company is staking a claim
An answer to US drought conditions may be in the toilet
After the West's historic snow drought, spring could bring water shortages and wildfires
UCSB Professor's research details successful groundwater management systems around the world
Why some regions are winning the fight against groundwater depletion
How will this year’s historically low snowpack affect the West?
RCAP, NRWA highlight voluntary regional partnerships as path to stronger rural water systems
April 22-23: 2026 Washington DC Roundtable - Interstate Council on Water Policy
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· Colorado River faces a day of reckoning
· Colorado River negotiations resume with focus on stopgap measure in face of worsening hydrology
· Why Colorado River negotiations stalled, and how they could resume with the possibility of agreement
· Water crisis looming in 2026, experts say
· Colorado River crisis: How record spring heat impacts Western water sharing
· The Colorado River and the Tragedy of the Anti-Commons
· Colorado River Basin states gird for court battle over water
· Colorado River water crisis and a $40B plan to solve it
· Colorado River might deliver just a third of normal water supplies this spring, projections show
· Post-2026 Colorado River Operations must comply with the Law of the River
· Colorado River water negotiations: States reveal priorities in letters to federal agency
· States blast feds' playbook of potential Colorado River options
· Statement on Post-2026 EIS Comments - Colorado River Board
· New “conservation pools” could provide path forward for Colorado River
· What the drying Colorado River reveals about us 
· Upper Basin states test methods to fill Powell pool
· Low snowpack and early melt threaten spring runoff on the Colorado River, raising concerns for Lake Powell
· Lake Powell’s forecast gets even worse
· What needs to be done to stabilize Lake Powell's depletion?
· Colorado River forecast warns that just one-third of normal water could flow to Lake Powell
· How Colorado River states and the feds may prop up Lake Powell amid record drought
· Colorado River commissioner gives fiery speech on river negotiations
· Could nuclear power help pump water into the Colorado River?
· Colorado River outlook bleak as heat wave pushes snowpack into record-low territory
· The Colorado River’s right to exist
· Article Addresses Current Colorado River Negotiations
· Tribes rely on resilience, creativity, and partnerships to fully realize water rights on the Colorado River
· Cocopah Tribe launches habitat restoration project along Colorado River
· Governor Hobbs Brings Fight for Arizona’s Colorado River Water to National Business Leaders
· Severe Water Cuts Loom for Arizona
· Arizona braces for legal battle over Colorado River: What to know
· Arizona considers buying California water as Colorado River tensions remain high
· AZ governor makes pitch for share of Colorado River water
· Arizona hires high-powered law firm, setting the stage for a legal battle over Colorado River water
· Arizona water department secures law firm for potential Colorado River legal fights
· Treated seawater could help Arizonans as state faces potentially deeper Colorado River water cuts
· AZ lawmakers may break ranks voting on Colorado River cuts, which will hit some districts hard
· Arizona 'lawyers-up' over Colorado River negotiations
· A crack in Arizona’s Colorado River front
· AZ governor makes pitch for share of Colorado River water
· AZ water leaders push back on ‘unacceptable’ draft of federal plans for managing Colorado River
· Colorado River allocation debate could pose a massive impact for Arizona farmers
· Federal river plan could devastate Arizona water supply
· Colorado River water cuts: Deep Arizona reductions loom as deadline nears
· Yuma City Council submits comments on future Colorado River operations
· ‘We need Yuma’: Stakes high for southwest AZ farmers as river negotiations stall
· The Future of Southern Arizona's Water: What Colorado River cuts could mean for Tucson’s water supply
· Yuma braces for possible Colorado River water cuts amid renegotiations
· California water officials urge stronger legal review in Post-2026 Colorado River Plan
· California warns federal government: Proposed Colorado River plans may violate century-old water compact
· Conservation groups sue feds to save fish from California water flows

· Governor Polis, Department of Natural Resources Express Concern Over Colorado River Environmental Impact Statement
· Colorado, upper basin entities call for ‘durable,’ supply-driven management of Colorado River in federal comment period
· Here’s how much water Nevada could lose from the Colorado River
· Nevada pitches emergency plan to stabilize failing Colorado River
· What record heat means for water in Utah and the Colorado River Basin
Tijuana River: South Bay pollution is spiking amid San Diego heat
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The 2026 Arroyo has been published!
April 14–15: WRRC 2026 Conference - Water for Tech, Mining & Energy: Pathways to Arizona’s Future. Early Bird Registration Now Open! More info. Register Early and Save!
WRRC Weekly Wave: Mar. 27 | Mar. 20 | Mar. 13 | Mar. 6
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Pentagon Official Defends New National Defense Strategy’s ‘Flexible Realism’ in Senate Hearing
GAO Testimony on Military Readiness
Pentagon’s Director, Operational Test & Evaluation 2025 Annual Report
Report to Congress on the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense System
Vice Chiefs Testify on Joint Force Readiness, Improvements
War Department Senior Leaders Prioritize Western Hemispheric Security
Department Leader Says Nuclear Triad Must Be Upgraded to Meet Dual Threat
The Standard Guidelines for Test and Evaluation of Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems Technologies
War Department Continues to Encourage Civilians to Augment Homeland Security Border Mission
Joint Interagency Task Force Spearheads Contract, Unifies Drone Defenses
Joint Task Force Southern Border Marks One Year of Success, Bolstering Southern Border Security Through Integrated Operations
JIATF-401, in Support of Interagency Task Force, Emphasizes Zero-Tolerance Policy, Cracks Down on Drones in Restricted Airspace
JIATF 401 Publishes Guide to Counter-Drone Technology and Privacy Protections
JIATF-401, FAA to Conduct Advanced Counter-Drone Laser Test at White Sands Missile Range
Joint Interagency Task Force Awards Critical Counter-UAS Contract
DOW and Honeywell Aerospace Forge Agreement to Surge Production of Critical Munitions Technology
DOW Secures Agreement on THAAD Seeker Production, Quadrupling Output to Bolster America's Missile Defense
Leaders Say Nuclear Forces, Space Domain Paramount to National Security
Pentagon's New Chief Information Officer Details Strategy to Develop Tech, Cyber Warfighting Advantage
National Defense Strategy ‘falls short’ on nuclear, space threat: SASC chair
To accelerate space capabilities, Pentagon ups Golden Dome spending plan by $10 billion
US countered drone threat over ‘strategic’ installation in early hours of Operation Epic Fury
Integrating platforms to respond to changing threats of modern warfare
The Pentagon wants to field laser weapons at scale within 3 years
US poised to accept new F-35s without radars, sources say
Price tag for Epic Fury tops $11 billion in first six days, Pentagon tells Congress
4th military border zone established in Yuma
The Pentagon wants to buy 30,000 new drones. Here are the key questions
Pentagon seeks system to ensure AI models work as planned
Pentagon counter-drone task force issues guidance on testing, federal surveillance laws
Pentagon says employees can create their own ‘custom AI assistants’ with new tech
Drone Dominance: Pentagon to order 30,000 one-way drones in 'next few days'
Trump's new cyber strategy calls for tougher responses to threats
Pentagon and FAA agree to conduct anti-drone laser tests in New Mexico
Pentagon task force to conduct laser test against drones
Air Force cybersecurity chief tapped to lead Pentagon's information-security efforts
National Guard member’s invention allows cyber warfare training on the go
Navy, Marine Corps amphibious readiness board launches as services put issue on ‘front burner’ 
A-10s are striking Iranian boats. Some say it’s a ‘wake-up call’ to stop the Warthog’s retirement.
This Week at DOW: 
· Mar. 27: Guard Helps Make Memphis Safe, Chaplain Corps Reformed 
· Mar. 20: U.S. Delivers 'Devastating Combat Power' to Iran
· Mar.13: Dismantling Iran Threat, Protecting Homeland, Sharpening Arctic Readiness
· [bookmark: _Toc215588971][bookmark: _Toc215589026][bookmark: _Toc223434057]Mar. 6: Delivering 'Shock and Awe' to Iran, Defense Leaders' Declaration, Updates on AI 
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· 2026 Report to Congress Released: Protecting Warfighter Readiness
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Sentinel Program advances with silo prototype
Hill AFB fighter squadron chosen as top in the Air Force
Air Force, Space Force Ready for All Warfighting Challenges
Air Force pilot safely ejects in F-35A crash in Nevada
Air Force Officials Say They’re Beating Cost Goal for CCA Drones
Testing Shows Progress on Key Air Force Missiles and Bombs
Air Force counter-drone lab requests ideas to track and kill small UAS
US Air Force special operations seeks kamikaze drones
Air Force Scales Back B-52 Radar Upgrade Program
B-21 spotted in aerial-refueling test flights
Powering up: Air Force eyes ‘broad reaching’ battery, energy storage research
New Air Force Safety Tool Gives Mishap Risk ‘Forecast’ for Units
AF This week in Photos: March 27 | March 20 | March 13
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US Army launches online marketplace to revolutionize drone acquisition
Army's digital marketplace for drones is officially open
Army reaches conditional agreement with private industry for hyperscaled data centers
Companies to enter negotiations to build commercial data centers on Army installations
Army Vice Chief Says Department Ready to Meet Threats Worldwide
Army Tests APEX Counter-UAS Round in Arizona
Commanders now responsible for cybersecurity training after Army cuts online course requirement to once every 5 years
‘We’ll go 40%’: Army wants good-enough tech it can reshape for battle
Making it rain: New artificial rain units at U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground
Army receives first autonomous-ready, optionally piloted Black Hawk
The US Army is already ditching its most powerful laser weapon yet
Army's new, flexible approach to EW could lead to programmatic changes
Army Aviation Takes Major Leap With Delivery of First Autonomous-Ready Black Hawk
Army receives a new Black Hawk helicopter, pilot optional
Army receives first autonomous-ready, optionally piloted Black Hawk
Army awards Anduril counter-drone task order as first in new $20B 'contract vehicle'
Apache helicopter shoots down drones in Europe for first time in combat exercise
In new timeline, Army set to take full control of THAAD missile program by 2027 
Army to 'ramp up all munitions across the board,' general says, including specialized missiles
Army is not satisfied with readiness rates, says service's undersecretary
'California jammin': Wargames show Army’s electronic weakness — and a human fix 
Army approves first new offensive hand grenade in nearly 60 years
Army Advances Installation Resilience Through Partnerships and Innovation
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Marines test ‘cruise control’ swim feature on amphibious vehicle prototype
Marine lance corporal develops $10 solution to $5,600 antenna problem
New Marine unit puts intelligence and cyberwarfare capabilities to the test in Arctic
Behind the scenes ride along of the MCAS Yuma Airshow
Marines aim to be CJACD2 'fast follower' with Dynamis Series of C2 experiments 
Marine Corps to ramp up swim test difficulty
Johnson Valley Shared Use Area will be temporarily closed to the public August 13–27, 2026, to support critical service-level Marine Corps training. For more information, please visit: www.29palms.marines.mil/johnsonvalley.
[bookmark: _Toc181607086][bookmark: _Toc181607145][bookmark: _Toc205193578][bookmark: _Toc205193635][bookmark: _Toc205202522][bookmark: _Toc205202603][bookmark: _Toc207792118][bookmark: _Toc207793025][bookmark: _Toc207885199][bookmark: _Toc210321896][bookmark: _Toc210322264][bookmark: _Toc210402179][bookmark: _Toc213083512][bookmark: _Toc213165125][bookmark: _Toc213165173][bookmark: _Toc215588974][bookmark: _Toc215589029][bookmark: _Toc223434060][bookmark: _Toc226389293]Navy
Navy shipbuilding request rises nearly 50% in 2027 proposal
Boxer Amphibious Ready Group, 11th MEU Deploy from California
While Improving Quality of Life, Navy Remains Ready to Fight
Navy unveils acquisition reform, establishes five more PAE organizations
Navy Extends USS Nimitz to 2027, in line with JFK Delivery
Aircraft carrier Nimitz service life extended until 2027
US Navy to use wall-climbing robots to inspect ships
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: March 30, 2026
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Next Generation of Airmen Sustain Deterrence Mission
Space Force Stands Up Cyber Units to Defend Launch Ranges
Space Force shifts GPS III launch from ULA to SpaceX
Space Force to overhaul legacy ground-based missile defense radar systems
Space Command to Launch Wargame Series for Industry
New Space Force acquisition portfolios include space control, orbital warfare
Space Force overhauls buying structure with new mission portfolios
US Space Force clears design milestone, advances missile-warning constellation
Space Force launches unit at Davis-Monthan
Space Force Officials Preparing for More Budget Growth in 2027
Space Force modernization push runs into acquisition workforce shortfall
Space Force rethinks satellite ground station strategy
Space Force refines 'orbital warfare' maneuvers with new prototype
Space Force opens secretive space tracking to commercial firms
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Further Continuance of the Federal Emergency Management Agency Review Council
FEMA Grants States Additional Time to Complete Critical Hazard Mitigation Projects
FEMA Awards Historic $625 Million for States and Cities to Secure This Year’s FIFA World Cup Matches
FEMA Advisory FEMA Provides Update on Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Program
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: FEMA Announces $1 Billion in Federal Funding to Help States Mitigate Impact of Disasters. The application period will open on March 25, 2026, and run for 120 days. The deadline to submit applications is July 23, 2026.
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White House Unveils President Trump’s Cyber Strategy for America
· White House Unveils President Trump’s Cyber Strategy for America
· Fact Sheet: President Trump Combats Cybercrime, Fraud, and Predatory Schemes Against American Citizens
· Trump's new cyber strategy calls for tougher responses to threats 
Feds pledge beefed up information-sharing amid new cyber strategy
Trump administration will test infrastructure cybersecurity approaches in pilot program
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The fire that never starts
Administrator Zeldin Announces Proposal to Streamline Permitting Requirements for Incinerators Critical to Wildfire Prevention and Natural Disaster Recovery
Wildfires rip through unusual parts of US., raising fears of a brutal season
2025 Annual Report — Association for Fire Ecology
Why thinning a forest could get you more drinking water
Modern twist on wildfire management methods found also to have a bonus feature that protects water supplies
$120 Million Available for Projects That Promote Healthy Forests and Reduce Wildfire Risk
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: EPA has launched the Wildfire Smoke Preparedness in Community Buildings Grant Program to help communities reduce exposure to wildfire smoke in public spaces. This grant supports projects that enhance the ability of schools, community centers, libraries, and other public buildings to maintain healthy indoor air quality during wildfire events. The program represents an important step toward building resilience against the growing threat of wildfire smoke nationwide. Applications are due April 15, 2026. For more information, visit: here.
STATES
AZ: Arizona wildfire season expected to be active, state officials say
AZ: Governor Hobbs Unveils New Technology to Bolster Wildfire Prevention Ahead of Peak Season
AZ: Southern Arizona agencies using AI cameras for firefighting
AZ: Crews in Arizona using satellites, AI to track and battle wildfires
CA: California announces 300 wildfire projects fast-tracked in 300 days
CA: Can culling your garden slow a wildfire? A California city pins its hopes on a contested plan
CA: A new kind of fire detection technology comes to a California county
CA: CA Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force Monthly Newsletter
CO: Colorado’s wildfire season predicted to be worse this year
CO: Governor Polis, State Forest Service Announce $8.5 Million in Wildfire Mitigation Grants
CO: Colorado DOT Preparing for ‘Above Normal’ 2026 Fire Season
CO: Firefighting drones head to Aspen—can they suppress a blaze before humans arrive?
CO: Aspen to become first city in the country to use wildland firefighting drones
CO: Study finds lack of local wildfire mitigation resources in northwestern Colorado, where 4th largest wildfire in state history burned last summer
NV: Ryan S. Shane appointed to lead the Nevada Division of Forestry
NV: Nevada’s New State Forester on Wildfire Risks & Forest Health
NV: 'This agency kind of raised me': Nevada's first female forester reflects on 24-year career
UT: Utah Takes Action on Wildfire Risk, Funding in 2025

[bookmark: _Toc139290542][bookmark: _Toc139290652][bookmark: _Toc139291413][bookmark: _Toc139291583][bookmark: _Toc139291735][bookmark: _Toc142033665][bookmark: _Toc142078822][bookmark: _Toc144806417][bookmark: _Toc144832092][bookmark: _Toc144832267][bookmark: _Toc144832330][bookmark: _Toc147496159][bookmark: _Toc149916458][bookmark: _Toc149922575][bookmark: _Toc152563734][bookmark: _Toc155260148][bookmark: _Toc155266277][bookmark: _Toc157786342][bookmark: _Toc163555320][bookmark: _Toc163584233][bookmark: _Toc163585901][bookmark: _Toc166002366][bookmark: _Toc166068009][bookmark: _Toc166077764][bookmark: _Toc168059614][bookmark: _Toc168066801][bookmark: _Toc170743916][bookmark: _Toc173433110][bookmark: _Toc173559828][bookmark: _Toc176276517][bookmark: _Toc181607091][bookmark: _Toc181607150][bookmark: _Toc205193584][bookmark: _Toc205193641][bookmark: _Toc205202528][bookmark: _Toc205202609][bookmark: _Toc207792124][bookmark: _Toc207793031][bookmark: _Toc207885205][bookmark: _Toc210321901][bookmark: _Toc210322269][bookmark: _Toc210402184][bookmark: _Toc213083517][bookmark: _Toc213165130][bookmark: _Toc213165178][bookmark: _Toc215588980][bookmark: _Toc215589035][bookmark: _Toc223434066][bookmark: _Toc226389299]Aviation
· NOAA improves aviation forecasts to bolster U.S. air travel efficiency, safety
· Preparing U.S. Airport Infrastructure for Weather Events
· How RMMA in Broomfield is making the switch to unleaded fuel
· RAF Renews MOU with Bureau of Land Management
· Utah Takes Flight as National Testbed for the Next Generation of Aviation
· Federal government taps Utah to test new electric flight technologies
· Utah to lead five-state pilot program testing the future of electric flight
· NASAO Welcomes USDOT, FAA Selection for eIPP, Preparing for the Future of Flight
· US Military and FAA plan joint test of lasers designed to shoot down drones
· Who Should Have Access to FAA Radar Data? And What It Actually Takes to Earn It.
· Rocky Mountain Metro Airport Launches UL94 Unleaded Aviation Fuel
FAA
Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy & Federal Aviation Administration Announce New Measure to Enhance Safety between Airplanes & Helicopters 
FAA expands helicopter separation rules after DCA crash
FAA mandates radar to keep helicopters from planes near airports
FAA Streamlines Commercial Space License Approvals
The Future of Aviation is Here: Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy and FAA Unveil Eight Selections for Pilot Program Testing Next-Gen Aircraft in America’s Skies
FAA Unveils Eight Selections for Pilot Program Testing Next-Gen Aircraft in America’s Skies
FAA ramps up scrutiny over CA airport money
FAA Launches Annual General Aviation Activity Survey
FAA aims to build better defenses against cyber, quantum threats
FAA Staffing Issues: A Persistent Problem Since 1981
FAA Approves eVTOL Testing in 26 States
FAA Accepts Green Taxi’s Certification Plan for Zero Engine Taxi System
FAA Radar Data Program Launches at UAS Test Site
DRONES
New program offers cities support for drone first responder programs
Report: How the FY 2026 NDAA Reshapes U.S. Drone Policy
Ohio Advances Nation's First Statewide Drone First Responder Program with Selection of Nine Public Safety Agencies
Aspen to become first city in the country to use wildland firefighting drones
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President Donald J. Trump Unveils National AI Legislative Framework
Statement by Assistant Secretary Roth on NTIA’s Approach to the Use of the $21 Billion BEAD Savings
FCC Plan Seeks Reliable Spectrum Access for ‘Weird Space Stuff’ Like Orbital Laboratories, In-Space Repairs, and Inhabitable Spacecraft
Western Governors urge NTIA to release BEAD non-deployment funds to states
The Role of State Broadband Policy in 2026 
Navajo Nation secures $277M in broadband funding from three states
‘Unmet needs’ persist in Tribal broadband despite progress, report finds
From single-band fragility to adaptive spectrum control
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WaterTAP | Your Public Water System
DWR has developed a Flood-specific Social Vulnerability Index (Flood-SVI) to better understand how social and demographic factors — such as income, age, disability, and access to transportation — affect communities’ ability to cope with flooding
Southern Sierra Nevada Fisher Habitat Dashboard Released 
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FEDERAL
EO: Establishing the Task Force to Eliminate Fraud 
· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Establishes the Task Force to Eliminate Fraud
Continuing to shed federal workers remains ‘priority number one,’ White House official says
OPM proposes new layoff rules emphasizing performance and reducing employee protections
Underused federal offices targeted as GSA releases utilization data 
White House releases regulatory vision for AI
US intelligence elevates AI as a top global threat in new report
U.S. Border Patrol receives 15 horses from U.S. Army, saving $105,000
DOI: Inside Interior: March 27 | March 13 | March 6
DHS: U.S. Senate Confirms Markwayne Mullin as Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security 
DHS: Mullin confirmed to lead DHS as shutdown drags on and 100,000 employees remain unpaid
EPA: EPA says it will slash workload after IG flags slashed workforce as overburdened
USDA: USDA Prioritizing Common Sense Forest Management, Moves Forest Service HQ to Salt Lake City  
USDA: Trump to move Forest Service headquarters from DC to Salt Lake City
STATES
· AZ: Gov. Hobbs Unveils Plan to Strengthen Government Efficiency and Save Arizona $100 Million 
· CA: CA Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force Monthly Newsletter
· NV: Governor Lombardo Appoints Vinson Guthreau as Head of Nevada DCNR
· NM: NM Gov. Lujan Grisham lauds, but vetoes bill to incentivize lower-carbon construction materials
· NM: Governor signs state budget, capital outlay bills and tax package
· NM: Governor Grisham appoints David Quintana as Acting New Mexico DOT Secretary
· UT: Utah’s Leading Economic Development Organizations Announce New Collaborative Structure
· WGA: Register for WGA's 2026 Annual Meeting
TRIBAL 
President Nygren Attends Blue Angels Airshow, Highlights Legacy of Navajo Military Service
Nygren News – March 2026
California pledges to open 7% of its land and waters to Indigenous tribes — a step toward healing a 175-year-old broken promise 
California Natural Resources Agency: Tribal Stewardship Policy 
'New Era': Landmark Policy to Expand Tribal Stewardship for At Least 7.5 Million Acres in California 
 The City of Fortuna Will Return 236 Acres of Land to the Wiyot Tribe
NATHPO's 26th Annual Conference & Sacred Places Summit will take place August 24-28, 2026, at the Hotel Albuquerque
DATA CENTERS
· President Trump Secures Historic Commitment to Keep Electricity Costs Down Amid Data Center Boom
EIA launches pilot survey on energy use at data centers
President Trump Secures Historic Commitment to Keep Electricity Costs Down Amid Data Center Boom
Colusa Indian Energy Partners on AI Data Center Project in California
Program to protect Lemoore-area drinking water wells approved by groundwater agency
Rise of data centers in the Southwest raises concerns
Data Center Inquiries Prompt County to Update Land Use Code
Lawmakers in driest state weigh excessive water and energy needs of data centers they court
A new era of data center development is like a second industrial revolution
Study warns data centers may require billions for water infrastructure upgrades
Data center water spikes could cost billions
Provo AI data center proposal not approved for zoning; City Council wants to wait
Data center growth threatens state climate goals
Report says national push for AI data centers leading to outsized energy, water consumption
A secretive ad campaign calls on New Mexicans to support controversial Project Jupiter data center
Comprehensive Report Details Case for Nationwide Moratorium on New Data Centers
What Arizona’s AI data center boom means for water and jobs
City of Tucson considers zoning rules for large-scale data centers amid concerns
Arizona’s water is drying up. That won't stop its data center rush.
NV: New NV top water regulator appointed, industry ties questioned by conservation groups
NM: Gov. Lujan Grisham lauds, but vetoes bill to incentivize lower-carbon construction materials
UT: Utah agrees to allow feds to claim piece of Great Salt Lake for $60M
INFRASTRUCTURE
White House CEQ Chair Shares NEPA, Permitting Outlook
Nearly $1 Billion to Upgrade Crucial Safety Infrastructure and Save Lives on American Roads 
Nearly Half a Billion Investment into America’s Ports to Restore Maritime Dominance
$35 Million Investment to Revitalize America’s Small Shipyards
FHWA Issues $21M in Tribal Road Safety Grants
$21 Million in Grants to Improve Road Safety on Tribal Lands 
$13 Million to Bolster U.S. Marine Highway Infrastructure Across America
Corps says initiative will streamline infrastructure permitting
USACE Seeks Input on Nationwide Permit Program
Knowledge Session: Considering NEPA Assignment Duties
Transborder Freight Data Annual Report: 2025 
President Trump’s Justice Department & DOT Sue to Stop California’s Illegal EV Mandate
Governor Newsom announces nearly $900 million for cutting-edge transportation systems of the future
New Mexico DOT to invest $281M in rail over 4 years
Construction season is here: UDOT to embark on 176 projects worth $2.8B in 2026
Utah Development and Wildlife: A Planning Framework for Coexistence
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