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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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You are cordially invited to participate in the WRP TEC call on Friday, January 31. This call will begin at 10:00 am Pacific. The featured presentations include: 
· FAA's drone requirements/regulations and how it might impact Tribes/tribal sovereignty by UAS Integration Office and UAS Integration Office - and - How to Maximize Revenue of Renewable Energy Through Grid Enhancing Technology by Lee Angers. Please click here to RSVP.

The December 6th WRP TEC call recording is here. This call featured presentations on USACE Flood Risk Management opportunities and Authorities by US Army Corps of Engineers and Understanding and Mitigating Risk from Drones by CISA. 
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You are cordially invited to the January 14th WRP Energy Committee webinar by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Grid Deployment Office on the National Transmission Planning Study. This webinar will begin at 10 am Pacific. Please click here to RSVP.
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Nov 21st WRP Energy Committee webinar highlighted energy from a state perspective. Recording link is here. This webinar featured presentations by WGA and the states of AZ, CA, CO, NM and UT to learn of their current energy-related priorities. 
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2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives.
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At the 2024 WRP Principals’ Meeting, Principals affirmed continuing the WRP Priority “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster” for one more year. In support of this priority are the following Deep-Dives:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items. For more details contact amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org
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DOE and EPA Announce $850 Million to Reduce Methane Pollution from the Oil and Gas Sector
[bookmark: _Toc186813972]FERC
· Summaries | December 2024 FERC Commission Meeting
· FERC Proposes to Approve First Standards to Protect Grid for Clean Energy Transition
· FERC Issues Request for Comments Regarding Interregional Transfer Capability Study: Strengthening Reliability Through the Energy Transformation
· FERC Staff issues 2024 Assessment of Demand Response and Advanced Metering
· December 2024 Highlights |   | Volume 11
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DOE Re-opens Funding Opportunity, Making $500 Million Available to Build Out a Safe and Reliable National Carbon Transport Network
Draft Energy Storage Strategy and Roadmap Update Released, Input Requested
2024 Wrap-Up: Advancing a More Powerful Grid
OCED Announces up to $1.8 Billion in New Funding for Transformational Direct Air Capture Technologies
DOE Completes LNG Study Update, Announces 60-Day Comment Period
Three High-Priority Areas Advancing in National Interest Electric Transmission Corridor Designation Process
Energy Department Announces Long-Term Regional Transmission Planning Support for States
DOE's Top Clean Energy Accomplishments in 2024
DOE publication of the 2024 Report on U.S. Data Center Energy Use outlines how much energy data centers have used going back as far as 2014 and projecting until 2028. 
$7.1 Million in Support of Local Energy Project Planning, Siting and Permitting
WINDExchange offers two key resources: a community benefits guide and database of examples set up between U.S. communities and wind farm developers. These tools provide examples and information.   
WINDExchange wind energy ordinance database, although not exhaustive, has been updated!
New Technical Assistance Opportunity Available for State Utilities Looking to Solve Grid Challenges
Turbines in Harmony: Optimizing Wind Energy To Boost Electricity Output
Funding Opportunities:
· Jan. 21, 2025  | $10 Million Transmission Acceleration Grants Program
· Feb. 11, 2025  |  $20 Million to Improve the Recycling of Wind Energy Technologies
· Aug. 28, 2025 | $400 Million Energy Improvements in Rural or Remote Areas: Fiscal Year 2025 Release. Concept papers due Feb. 27, 2025; full applications due Aug. 28, 2025.
· Jan. 31, 2025  |  $46 Million |  Advance Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies and Drive National Goals.  Submit concept paper by Nov. 20. Apply by Jan. 31, 2025.
EIA
· Wholesale Electricity and Natural Gas Market Data
· Monthly Energy Review
· Electric Power Monthly
· State Energy Data System: Noncombustible renewable energy through 2023
· The Year in Review
· State Energy Data System: Electricity and energy indicators through 2023
· EIA expects higher natural gas prices, even with robust inventories through winter
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Interior Department Finalizes Framework for Future of Solar Development on Public Lands
[bookmark: _Toc181607053][bookmark: _Toc181607112][bookmark: _Toc186813975]DOI -BLM
BLM announces Desert Quartzite Solar is fully operational
BLM approves Easley Solar Project in Riverside County
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AZ: Mayes sues Saudi farm over groundwater usage
AZ: Arizona Corporation Commission passes new rate-setting method
CA: CEC Awards $42 Million Grant for Long-Duration Energy Storage Project at Camp Pendleton
CA: CEC Approves $1.4 Billion Plan to Expand Zero-Emission Transportation Infrastructure
CA: Solar power glut boosts California electric bills. Other states reap the benefits
CO: Governor Polis Highlights SunTrain, Discusses Importance of Innovative Technologies to Colorado’s Clean Energy Future
CO: Powering Renewable Energy and Creating New Jobs: Polis Administration Announces Peak Energy Expansion in Colorado
NM: New Mexico reports more than $2B in revenue for the third year in a row
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Land use plan would help Navajo residents affected by mine closures
Tribal Input Needed To Design Accelerator To Engage with Offshore Wind Energy  
Funding Opportunity: Jan. 23 $25 Million Tribal Clean Energy Planning and Development—2025
· Download the FOA (DE-FOA-0003401) to learn more and apply.
· View the FOA webinar recording and slides for more information
· Download the fact sheet.
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How the Renewable Energy Boom Is Remaking the American West
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Report to the President - Improving Groundwater Security in the United States
The President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology released a 50-page report, Improving Groundwater Security in the United States, addressing the condition of America’s groundwater aquifers
PCAST Releases Report on Strengthening America’s Groundwater Resilience
$15 Million to Preserve Green Spaces, Enhance Recreation Opportunities Around Military Installations
Matching Awards Program
New Interagency Resources Highlight Opportunities for Federal Support of Voluntary Community-Driven Relocation Due to Severe Environmental Hazards from Climate Change
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:  Actions Taken to Develop Water Resources Research Prototypes GAO-25-107449, December 12
Funding Opportunity: Feb 7: Matching Awards Program - National Forest Foundation. Deadline for Round 1 MAP Application
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$1.6 Billion in Environmental and Climate Justice Community Change Grants
Jan 28-29, 2025: 2025 EPA Western Regions SERC/TERC Meeting Annual meeting with SERCs and TERCs from EPA Regions 8, 9, and 10 at the Utah Multi-Agency State Office Building, DEQ Board Room.195 N 1950 W, Salt Lake City, UT 84116. View the agenda and RSVP here.
EPA Releases Draft Health-Based Recommendations for PFAS Levels in Bodies of Water
EPA Report Highlights Water Affordability Challenges in the U.S.
EPA Launches New Studies and Data Collection Efforts to Better Protect Communities from PFAS
EPA Announces the Final Rule to Modernize State and Tribal Implementation of Clean Water Act Program
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Funding Opportunities:
· Jan 9: FY24 Law Coastal Zone Management Habitat Protection and Restoration Competition: Full Application
· Jan 9: FY24 National Estuarine Research Reserve System Habitat Protection and Restoration Competition: Full Application
· Jan 31: FY25 NOAA Marine Debris Removal
· Feb 7: FY25 NOAA Marine Debris Interception Technologies
· Feb 10: Restoring Fish Passage through Barrier Removal Grants, Up to $75 million in funding is available for fish passage projects under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. NOAA will accept proposals between $750,000 and $8 million for the entire award, with typical funding anticipated to range from $3 million to $5 million.  
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Biden-Harris Administration Proposes Protections for Ruby Mountains
Secretary Haaland Applauds 400 Co-Stewardship Agreements
Secretary Haaland Designates 19 New National Historic Landmarks
Secretary Haaland Initiates Two-Year Protection of Pecos River Watershed from Mining Claims$850 Million to Revitalize Aging Water Infrastructure, Advance Drought Resilience
$450 Million for Community Parks
$122 Million to Restore Lands and Waters
$109 Million to Clean Up Legacy Pollution on Federal Lands and Waters
$15 Million to Preserve Green Spaces, Enhance Recreation Opportunities Around Military Installations
$3.7 Million for States to Clean Up Abandoned Hardrock MinesNew Interagency Resources Highlight Opportunities for Federal Support of Voluntary Community-Driven Relocation Due to Severe Environmental Hazards from Climate Change
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· Withdrawal Application and Public Meeting for the Ruby Mountains; Nevada
· Administration proposes protections for Ruby Mountains
· BLM updates management plan for the Rio Puerco Field Office
· BLM updates management plan for Río Grande del Norte National Monument
· Secretary Haaland initiates two-year protection of Pecos River Watershed from mining claims
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$1 Billion in Conservation Efforts in the Colorado River Basin with Tribal Partners
$850 Million to Revitalize Aging Water Infrastructure, Advance Drought Resilience 
$65 Million for 11 projects in Northern California to modernize water infrastructure and strengthen drought resilience
$13 million investment in ecosystem projects
$12 million for water sustainability projects
Greenlights action plan for the long-term operation of the Central Valley Project and State Water Project
Reclamation announces public negotiations on renewal of long-term refuge water supply contracts
Funding Opportunities:  
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· Jan 14: WaterSMART Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects For Fiscal Year 2024 and Fiscal Year 2025
· March 11: WaterSMART Environmental Water Resources Projects 2024
· April 7: WaterSMART Large-Scale Water Recycling Projects Application Deadline Extended to April 7. The United States Department of the Interior has extended the deadline for this program, which supports large-scale water recycling projects in the Western United States. 
· April 15 (First Round): WaterSMART Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration Projects Grant Program. Apply here
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Mexican Wolf Population Surpassing Recovery Goals in the United States
Draft Recovery Plan for Callippe Silverspot Butterfly
Draft Recovery Plan for Three Forks Springsnail Available
In Defense of Our Natural Resources
Service Proposes to List Suckley’s Cuckoo Bumble Bee as Endangered, Seeks Public Comment
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Department of Defense Celebrate Efforts to Conserve the Monarch Butterfly
Monarch Butterfly Proposed for Endangered Species Act Protection
Peñasco Least Chipmunk Listed as Endangered with Designated Critical Habitat
Service Finds Endangered Species Act Protections Not Warranted for Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout
Recovery plan released for endangered San Bernardino kangaroo rat
Federal Register: Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 12-Month Not-Warranted Finding for the Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout
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 USGS: Greenhouse gas emissions from federal lands trended mostly downward since 2009 peak
[bookmark: _Toc186813988][bookmark: _Toc176276490][bookmark: _Toc181607067][bookmark: _Toc181607126][bookmark: _Toc176276489][bookmark: _Toc181607066][bookmark: _Toc181607125]NASA
Funding Opportunity:”A.60 Earth Action: Ecological Conservation” — to help accelerate biodiversity conservation, fueled with NASA information about the Earth as a system. Notices of intent are requested by February 14, and proposals are due March 14. Solicitation: http://bit.ly/nasa-a60 and supporting information: catalyst4conservation.org.
[bookmark: _Toc186813989]USDA
Record Investment in Private Lands Conservation in 2024 Thanks to IRA
Funding Opportunity:  
· March 14 | FY 2025 Regional Conservation Partnership Program Application
· March 14 | FY 2025 Conservation Stewardship Program
· March 14 | Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) FY2025
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USDA Forest Service announces new monitoring policy
$210 Million in Federal Funding for Private Landowners’ Forest Management
$335M in grants to support private forestland management and conservation
Stewardship agreement signed with Sierra Pacific Industries
Funding Opportunity:  Jan 13: USFS State, Private & Tribal Forestry, is requesting applications for the Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program (Community Forest Program or CFP). CFP is a competitive grant program that provides financial assistance to Indian Tribes, local governments, and qualified conservation non-profit organizations to establish community forests through the fee simple acquisition of private forest land. All applications must be received by State Foresters or Tribal governments by January 13, 2025. 
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Energy, housing shortages: West’s public lands issues persist  
Seven states at impasse in talks on Colorado River water shortages
Western States Water Newsletters: Dec. 27, 2024 | Dec. 20, 2024 | Dec. 20, 2024 – Special Report | Dec. 13, 2024 | Dec. 13, 2024 – Special Report | Dec. 6, 2024 
WGA to co-host webinar on prescribed fire and air quality with USDA, DOI, and EPA
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Phoenix could get $300 million to give up more of its Colorado River water
ADWR Releases SDRs for 14 Groundwater Basins
ADWR Hosts Public Hearing on Proposed Willcox AMA
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CA joins federal and community partners to launch pilot project to help clean up Tijuana River
CA secures critical funding to address Tijuana River sewage crisis in Imperial Beach and surrounding communities
New federal actions will help California better manage water supply
Governor Newsom issues statement on Aliso Canyon natural gas facility
Salton Sea Management Program monthly eNews sign-up
The 2024 California Water Leaders cohort has released a report with targeted recommendations on Sustainable Groundwater Management Act implementation for policy makers and government agencies to consider. The 21-page report, Recommendations for Implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, published by the Water Education Foundation, proposes fostering a more equitable and transparent approach to groundwater sustainability as California grapples with the increasing pressures of climate change, prolonged droughts, and the demands of a growing and diverse population.
The California Water Commission (CWC) has released its 2025 Strategic Plan.
The Ocean Protection Council (OPC) invites public feedback to help inform OPC’s forthcoming 2026–2030 Strategic Plan, which will provide a roadmap for protecting California’s coast and ocean. The deadline for submitting comments using the online form is Monday, Feb. 17
Provisional Water Year 2023 statewide land use data no online
The Delta Stewardship Council has released the public draft of Delta Adapts: Creating a Climate Resilient Future. Public comments are welcome through Friday, Jan. 17.
The California Biodiversity Network (CBN), a key partner in the launch and implementation of California’s 30x30 conservation initiative, will host a virtual townhall meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 22. The 90-minute online meeting begins at 1 p.m. Registration is free.
California Water Plan Update 2023 draws from and builds on reference documents related to water resources such as the California Water Plan Update 2023 Water Balances Support Document.
Flood-MAR project featured in fall 2024 USCID newsletter
[bookmark: _Toc186813994]Colorado
Governor Polis and Colorado Parks and Wildlife Announce the Release of Colorado’s 2025 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
[bookmark: _Toc186813995]New Mexico
New Mexico water board votes to protect 250 miles of river and stream segments from pollution
[bookmark: _Toc186813996]UTAH
Can you improve indoor air quality? These Utahns let sensors track their every move
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$1 Billion in Conservation Efforts in the Colorado River Basin with Tribal Partners
$65 Million Investment to Fulfill Indian Water Rights Settlements
USDA Updates Watershed Programs to Improve Access for Tribal Communities
Secretary Haaland Applauds 400 Co-Stewardship Agreements
BLM announces transfer of lands to Walker River Paiute Tribe
Three Water Settlements will Ensure Access to Safe Drinking Water for the Navajo Nation, Time is Running Out
Governor Katie Hobbs, Hopi Chairman Timothy Nuvangyaoma Announce Historic Lands into Trust Agreement Between State of Arizona, the United States, and Hopi Tribe
Navajo and Hopi water settlement opposed by Colorado River states
Navajo Nation Water Settlement Agreements Reach Congress
Funding Opportunities: 
· February 27 | Tribal Heritage Grants Opportunity:  NPS’s Tribal Heritage Grants Program (THG) is now accepting applications for competitive grants. National Park Service’s Tribal Heritage Grants Program focuses on protecting oral histories, traditional cultural practices, sacred and historic places, and enabling the establishment of tribal historic preservation offices. Six-hundred thousand dollars in FY24 funding is available.
· February 27 | $7 million funding opportunity for Tribal water projects 
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Audubon SW Arizona Water Forum Video
The Internet of Water Coalition recently collaborated with Colorado State University’s Ross Lab to create the policy brief Open-Source Collaborations for a Sustainable Water Future.
The Natural Floodplain Functions Alliance a 3,000-member affiliation dedicated to the protection and preservation of floodplains and coastal areas, will host a three-part webinar series on expanding floodplain restoration work across the nation.
New Research About Drought Impacts on Wildlife Can Inform Conservation Strategies
WESTERN WATER: Colorado River Users Craft Creative Paths to Water Security
Mediation starts in Rio Grande legal fight among New Mexico, Texas and Colorado
IIJA State Revolving Fund Project Dashboard
Are Water Resources Keeping Up with U.S. Economic Needs?
Climate Change Impacting Freshwater Fish Species, Study Finds
Floods, Insufficient Water, Sinking River Deltas: Hydrologists Map Changing River Landscapes Across the Globe
Tensions Rise at CRWUA 2024
This year in water policy
WestFAST: December 2024 WestFAST Newsletter: NASA-DOD Study: Saltwater to Widely Taint Coastal Groundwater by 2100; National Study Finds Overall Hydropower Generation May Increase Despite Regional and Seasonal Changes in Climate Conditions; EPA Celebrates 50 Years of Safe and Clean Drinking Water; and more.
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Reflections: Ending the Year on a Note of Optimism
PCAST Defines Government Role in Addressing Groundwater Depletion
Beneath the Surface: Arizona Communities Depend on Well Water
WRRC Director Presents at Water Think Town Hall 
Reflections: Groundwater at the Epicenter
WRRC Weekly Wave:  December 6, 2024 | December 13, 2024 | December 20, 2024 
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Statement from President Joe Biden on H.R. 5009, Servicemember Quality of Life Improvement and National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025
Austin Signs New Strategy for Countering Effects of Unmanned Systems
DOD Announces Strategy for Countering Unmanned Systems
Even in the headline-grabbing world of drones, the Predator stands out
New AI tool for air defense takes on advanced missiles and drone swarms
'The Future Character of War': Keynote Address by Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen H. Hicks
DARPA eyeing new quantum sensing program
F-35s are piling up on Lockheed tarmacs, presenting ‘unique’ risks to the Pentagon
Report to Congress on F-35 Lighting II Joint Strike Fighter
Army and Navy Successfully Test Conventional Hypersonic Missile
Army, Navy conduct key hypersonic missile test
Report to Congress on Hypersonic Weapons
DOD Sees Progress in Weapons Cybersecurity, Long Way to Go
Army, Marine Corps want more ground vehicle simulators
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DOD REPI Program Joins DOI to Invest $15 Million to Enhance Recreation Opportunities Around Military Installations
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January 28 | 2:00 PM ET | Webinar: AI in the Skies: The U.S. Air Force's Path to Next-Gen Air Superiority | Register for Free
Kirtland AFB to gain 306th Intelligence Squadron
The first Belgian F-35A arrives at Luke AFB
AFCEC awards leases for 5G service at all CONUS bases
AETC centers reach initial operational capability
Tucson sues U.S. Air Force over PFAS contamination of city water
Air Force may curtail F-35 plan if newer tech pans out, SECAF says
Cannon AFB hosts DOD’s first 2-day water resiliency workshop
USAF Leaders See 'Human-Machine Teams'—Not Robots—as Future of Airpower
Plans For New Hardened Aircraft Shelters Notably Absent From New USAF Base Modernization Strategy
Air Force Reveals New Plan to Revamp Its Failing Infrastructure
Robot reality check: Crewed warplanes will remain vital for years, USAF general says
Air Force wing deployments could leave bases understaffed, GAO warns
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Army testing drone that gives big-picture view of ground combat action
Army considers microreactors to increase installation readiness and resilience
U.S. Army releases ‘America’s Army: 2024 Year in Review’
Army will trim 5% of general-officer jobs in coming years, chief’s spokesman says
The Army filed an application with the BLM requesting that the Secretary of the Interior withdraw 1,840 acres of Federal subsurface estate lands from location and entry under the United States mining laws, and from leasing under the mineral and geothermal leasing laws, but not from disposal under the Mineral Materials Act of 1947, subject to valid existing rights, for a 20-year period. 
This new tool lets brigades ‘see’ their electronic warfare footprint
Army planning to outfit armored units with network kit in 2025
Army turning network attention to radios next
Army taking new, modular approach to command posts
Army, Marine Corps want more ground vehicle simulators
The Army Is Eyeing a New 30mm Grenade Launcher That’s Basically a Real-Life Bolter from ‘Warhammer 40,000
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'Gitmo' in the Mojave: How the Marines Are Saving Endangered Desert Tortoises
Fires from Above: MARFOR SPACECOM Fuels New Strategies at Fire Support Rehearsal Exercise
The 5 Largest US Marine Air Stations
2024 in review: Marine Corps
Marine Corps Refine Tactical 5G for Expeditionary Operations, Plan New Tech Lab
Report to Congress on Marine Littoral Regiments
U.S. Military Has to be 'Ready to Grow' to Take on Expanded Threats, Says CMC Smith
Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 314 (VMFA-314) Returns from Combat Deployment
Extra parts, people powered F-35 readiness on latest Pacific deployment 
This Marine unit now has its own tool to blast drones out of the sky
Marines will spend nearly $1B to develop littoral warfighting, upgrade tactical systems
A Long-Duration Battery Storage Facility Is Coming to Camp Pendleton
Marines hindered by Navy’s amphibious warfare ship maintenance delays
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CEC Grants $50 Million In Critical Funding for Long-Duration Energy Storage Projects at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton and Naval Base San Diego
Report to Congress on Navy Large Unmanned Surface and Undersea Vehicles
Report to Congress on F-35 Lighting II Joint Strike Fighter
Navy F-35s can’t play well with others, so the service is betting big on sims 
The New Frontier for Drone Warfare Is Deep Underwater
Constellation Frigate Design Will be Ready in May, Second Yard Could Come in FY 2027
As sims at sea help one carrier’s aviators stay sharp, the Navy wants more
Watchdog report says Navy and Marines don’t agree on amphibious ships, and it delays deployments 
Amphibious Warfare Fleet: Navy Needs to Complete Key Efforts to Better Ensure Ships Are Available for Marines GAO-25-106728, December 3 
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Space Force Marks Half-Decade of Service
Space Operations Command preps for new shared domain awareness tool
Kendall Sees Progress on CCA Drones as His Legacy
As Space Force Turns 5, Here’s What You Need to Know About the Military Service
U.S. Space Force to test laser communications on a GPS satellite
Big To-Do List in 2025 for Space Force
Space Force Launches New GPS Satellite with Lightning Speed
SpaceX launches U.S. Space Force ‘rapid response’ GPS mission
Space Force Plans Billions in Spending on Launch Infrastructure
Space Command strategy aims to boost commercial role in operations
Space Force boot camp? Newest service wants its own military training
Space Force Wants Unique Boot Camp for Guardians
Space Force Is Testing AI to Automate Ops—and Eyeing More 
Despite New Policy, Space Force Remains Stymied by Classification
As Space Gets More Crowded, USSF Needs AI Tools to Keep Up 
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FEMA released the 2024 National Tribal Strategy Progress Report, which builds on FEMA's commitment to implementing the 2022-2026 National Tribal Strategy.
New Interagency Resources Highlight Federal Support of Community-Driven Relocation
FEMA Strengthens Community-Driven Recovery through Updated National Disaster Recovery Framework
April 21-24|  2025 Hazard Mitigation Partners Workshop | Call for Abstracts due Jan. 15, 2025
FEMA Bulletins:  December 17, 2024 | December 10, 2024  |  December 3, 2024  
Funding Opportunities: 
· Jan 15, 2025: Fiscal Year 2023 Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current
· Jan 15, 2026: Fiscal Year 2024 Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current
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Former White House cyber lead discusses security threats at Ariz. Cyber Summit
[bookmark: _Toc186814012]Wildfire
New Program to Support Wood Processing Facilities and Help Reduce Wildfire Threats
Feb. 20 11-12:30 PM EST | Social Acceptance and Communication Strategies for Wildland Fire Management Webinar | Register here
Association for Fire Ecology: Fire Ecology Chats Podcast Series
Wildfire … in December?
Wildfires: Additional Actions Needed to Address FEMA Assistance Challenges GAO-25-106862, 
Rural and tribal communities get a boost to tackle the challenges they face when fighting wildfires
Malibu’s Franklin Fire grows overnight, burning homes and forcing evacuations
The USDA Forest Service Research and Development is proud to host a series of 10 SCIENCEx Fire panel discussions intended for fire, fuels, and land managers on topics associated with the Wildfire Crisis Strategy and beyond.
Room to grow: Cutting the forest of the future
Tribal Leadership Is Ready to Breathe New Life into Managing Old-Growth Forests
SCIENCEx Fire: Fuels, Smoke, and Post-Fire in the West
Funding Opportunities:
· Feb. 26| $20 Million is Available to Strengthen Local Governments’ Wildfire Response
· Feb. 28 | Community Wildfire Defense Grant 2024 (FY25) Tribes
· Feb. 28 | Community Wildfire Defense Grant 2024 (FY25) West
STATES
CA:  California biofuel project aims to cut wildfire risk, but at what cost? 
UT: Over 168,000 acres restored through Utah's Watershed Restoration Initiative in 2023-24
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Is It Electric Aviation's Time?
Now Available: Sustainable Aviation Fuel Blending and Logistics Report
Colorado Aerospace Industry Continues to Grow: Polis Administration Announces Astro Digital Expansion in Colorado
Joby Aviation completes FAA aerostructure tests
Yuma a finalist for $160 million federal grant to establish spaceport
Business jet, piston sales lead strong GA growth
[bookmark: _Hlk168033420]FAA
In December, the FAA held the first meetings of the newly established Aerospace Rulemaking Committee to update the Part 450 commercial space launch and reentry licensing rule. 
Register now for the FAA Commercial Space Conference co-hosted by the Commercial Space Federation on Feb. 12, in Washington, D.C.   
Blue Origin is the fourth commercial space operator in 2024, and the fifth overall, to fully onboard the Space Data Integrator SDI) on its vehicles. In early December, both the New Shepard and the New Glenn launch vehicles became SDI-enabled. Other companies with SDI-enabled vehicles include SpaceX, Virgin Galactic, Sierra Space, and Firefly.  
FAA says pilot reported laser strikes are up dramatically since the drone mystery
FAA moves to streamline key commercial space launch hurdle
FAA Streamlines Part 450 Commercial Space License Application Process for Flight Safety Analyses Performed by Federal Ranges. FAA Notice of Determination for each Federal range for more detail:
· U.S. Space Force Space Launch Delta 30 that covers Vandenberg Space Force Base in California.
· U.S. Space Force Space Launch Delta 45 that covers Cape Canaveral Space Force Station and the Kennedy Space Center in Florida.
· NASA Goddard Space Flight Center that covers the Wallops Flight Facility and the Mid-Atlantic Regional Spaceport in Virginia.
FAA streamlines ADS-B privacy program 
$20 Million in BIL Funding to Modernize Airports
DRONES
Drone delivery has last-mile potential. This CEO explains how it actually works
Pentagon Officials, Aviation Experts Say Many Alleged Drone Sightings Are Being Misidentified
DHS, FBI, FAA & DOD Joint Statement on Ongoing Response to Reported Drone Sightings
Chinese Citizen Arrested After Allegedly Flying Drone, Taking Photos of Space Force Base
Northern CA Man Arrested for Allegedly Flying Drone Over and Photographing Vandenberg Space Force Base
NFL, Justice Department urge Congress to take action on threat from drones
IDGA Report: Risks & Benefits of Drones on the Southern Border
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Major broadband subsidy faces uncertain 2025
FCC Expands Reliable Spectrum Resources for Commercial Space Launches
National Spectrum Strategy Update: Funding Approved for Lower 3 GHz and 7/8 GHz Band Studies
With All Funds Obligated, NTIA Takes Additional Steps to Accelerate BEAD Construction
Award More Than $276 Million to Expand Internet Use on Tribal Lands
Joint Statement by the U.S. Department of Defense and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration on a Co-Equal, Shared-Use Framework in the Lower 37 GHz Band
DOD-NTIA Calls for Shared-Use Framework for Lower 37 GHz Band 
Commercial Tech at Heart of Future Defense Spectrum Management
California on track to surpass 3,000 miles of broadband construction by end of year with new infrastructure agreements signed
Governor Hobbs Launches ConnectAllAZ to Bring High-Speed Internet to All Arizonans
Experts: US Not Organized or Equipped for the Coming Electromagnetic Wars in Space 
Why Spectrum Sharing is Critical for the Future of Connectivity
Ligado moves forward with lawsuit against DOD
The drawbacks of government-owned broadband networks

[bookmark: _Toc176276519][bookmark: _Toc181607093][bookmark: _Toc181607152][bookmark: _Toc186814015]GIS
New updates to the California Protected Areas Database and California Conservation Easement Database are now available for download.
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FEDERAL
DOI: This Week at the Interior: December 13, 2024 | December 6, 2024
STATES 
CA: The California Weekly | Governor of California: December 28, 2024 |  December 21, 2024 | December 14. 2024 | December 7, 2024
CA: California officials, ports plan infrastructure for offshore wind 
CO: Leading the Nation in Electric Vehicles: Governor Polis Announces that Colorado Has Become #1 in the Nation for Market Share of New Electric Vehicles
CO: Polis Administration Helps Colorado Communities Make Historic Investments in Transportation, Clean Water, Wildfire Mitigation & More
NV: Governor Lombardo Announces Incoming Deputy Chief of Staff
UT: Cox rails against ‘stupid’ federal permitting regulations
TRIBAL          
 Tribal Issues: Barriers to Access to Federal Assistance GAO-25-107674, December 3
TRIBAL NATIONS SUMMIT          
2024 White House Tribal Nations Summit:  Morning Session | Afternoon Session
New Actions and Historic Progress Supporting Tribal Nations and Native Communities Ahead of Fourth Annual White House Tribal Nations Summit
President Nygren Attends the White House Tribal Nations Summit
Remarks by Vice President Harris at a Tribal Nations Summit
At White House Tribal Nations Summit, USDA Delivers on Actions to Empower Indian Country
Secretary Haaland Delivers Remarks on Historic Progress in Indian Country During the 2024 White House Tribal Nations Summit
Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Newland announces updated Tribal Self-Governance regulations
INFRASTRUCTURE
Readout of White House Sustainable Freight Workshop
$125 Million in Grants to Improve Safety on America’s Roadways by Preventing Deadly Wildlife-Vehicle Crashes
The Big Deal: Biden-Harris Administration Announces Major Progress in Rebuilding America’s Bridges
White House Report Highlights Supply Chain Accomplishments
USDOT Issues $130M Worth of SMART Program Grants
DOE Partners with Federal Agencies and Industry on Action Plans for Energy and Emissions Innovation Across U.S. Transportation Sectors
Electric transportation partnership launches in Idaho, states across the West
Interstate 11 'one step closer' to reality thanks to US 93 project
New USDOT Climate "Playbook” for Infrastructure
CEC Approves $1.4 Billion Plan to Expand Zero-Emission Transportation Infrastructure
California approves $1.4 billion plan to build thousands more vehicle chargers, boost ZEV infrastructure 
California invested $13 billion this year to build safer, more climate-resilient roads and highways, faster
Polis Administration Celebrates EV Fast-Charging Corridors Program, Expanding Convenient Charging for Drivers Across Colorado
Governor Polis, Colorado Energy Office, and Colorado Department of Transportation Announce $17.3 Million to Expand EV Fast Charging Network, Support Nation-Leading EV Adoption
Funding Opportunities:  
· January 21, 2025 | Grid Deployment Office announced $10 million available to states, tribes, and non-profit organizations to accelerate transmission deployment through the Transmission Acceleration Grants (TAG) Program
· February 24, 2025 | Fiscal Years 2024-2026 Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program NOFO
WGA    
Western Governors discuss presidential transition, energy, and more with Steve Inskeep on NPR’s Morning Edition
WATCH: Governor Cox hosts the first BRAND West initiative workshop in Salt Lake City
Western Governors' showcase bipartisan cooperation at WGA's 2024 Winter Meeting
· Read a full summary and view pictures from the event here. 
· You can also see all of the media clips from this year's meeting here. 
Join Utah Governor Spencer Cox for a housing workshop in Salt Lake City. Register here to watch.
Jan. 15-16, 2025: Register for the BRAND West initiative workshop in Bend, Oregon 
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