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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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You are cordially invited to participate in the WRP TEC call on Friday, September 29th. This call will begin at 10:00 am Pacific. Please click here to RSVP. The featured presentations are: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk207004144]How the Department of Energy Office of Indian Energy supports Tribes on their energy journey, David F. Conrad, Acting Director/Deputy Director, Office of Indian Energy Policy and Programs
· Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma’s Emerging Aviation Program: Overview and History by James L Grimsley / Executive Director - Advanced Technology Initiatives, Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

The August 29th WRP TEC call featured presentations on: 
· Stepping Through Time: An Emerging Paleo Indian Landscape by Anya Kitterman, Archaeologist/Architectural Historian, Hill AFB
· Overview of the USGS National Geologic Map Database by Dr. Dave Soller, Senior Program Scientist, National Geologic Map Database
The meeting recording is available here. We were not able to record Dr. Soller’s presentation – and - unfortunately there were technical difficulties during the call which resulted in two gaps in the recording.
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There are three Deep-Dives in support of the current WRP Priority of “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster”:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items. For more details contact amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org  

2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives.
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· Permitting Council Adds Three New Critical Mineral Mining Projects to FAST-41 Transparency Status
· Report to Congress on U.S. Nuclear Weapons Tests
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· President Trump Names David Rosner Chairman of FERC
· Chairman Mark C. Christie Submits Resignation & Final Letter on Major FERC Actions
· FERC Staff Issues Webinar on Natural Gas-Electric Interdependency & Fact Sheet on Capacity Release
· July/August 2025 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 8 
· Chairman Christie's Letter Re: Review of Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Agency Actions
· August 7, 2025, through August 22, 2025
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Energy Department Announces Actions to Secure American Critical Minerals and Materials Supply Chain 
EIA
EIA expects record U.S. natural gas consumption in 2025
EIA expects the price of crude oil to fall to below $60 per barrel by the end of the year and average near $50 per barrel through 2026
U.S. developers report half of new electric generating capacity will come from solar
Total Energy Monthly Data
· Short-Term Energy Outlook - U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA)
· Natural Gas Monthly
· Monthly Crude Oil and Natural Gas Production
· Petroleum Supply Monthly
· U.S. Movements of Crude Oil by Rail
· Monthly Energy Review
· Electric Power Monthly
· Liquids Pipeline Projects
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SO 3438: Managing Federal Energy Resources and Protecting the Environment
Secretary Burgum Announces Order to Rein In Environmentally Damaging Wind and Solar Projects
DOI Advances First Expedited Coal Lease Under One Big Beautiful Bill Act
Interior Department Sets Offshore Energy Leasing Schedule Under One Big Beautiful Bill Act 
Interior Launches Overhaul of Offshore Wind Rules to Prioritize American Energy Security
Interior Department Updates Commingling Policy to Strengthen Energy Production and Safety
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BLM seeks input for January 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in New Mexico and Oklahoma
BLM announces November 2025 sale of oil and gas leases in New Mexico and Oklahoma
BLM seeks initial input for March 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Nevada
Interior advances first expedited coal lease under One Big Beautiful Bill Act
BLM geothermal lease sales in California net over $2.7 million
Update to the Reasonably Foreseeable Development Scenario (RFD) for Oil and Gas Activities in the Farmington Field Office, Northwestern New Mexico
· Oil and Gas Forecast for New Mexico's San Juan Basin: Going, Going ...	
Revision to Regulations Regarding Approval of Operations; Valid Period of Approved Application for Permit To Drill
Revisions to Regulations Regarding Intermittent Energy
Revision to Regulations Regarding Onshore Oil and Gas Leasing; General
Revision to Regulations Regarding Oil and Gas Leasing; Stipulations and Information Notices
Revision to Regulations Regarding Coal Management Provisions and Limitations; Fees, Rentals, and Royalties
Revision to Regulations Regarding Competitive Leases; Expression of Interest Process
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Secretary Rollins Prioritizes American Energy on National Forest Lands
[bookmark: _Toc207792085][bookmark: _Toc207792992][bookmark: _Toc207885166]DOI - USGS 
USGS releases assessment of undiscovered oil and gas resources in the Phosphoria Total Petroleum System of SW Wyoming and NW Colorado
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States fast-track wind, solar permits and contracts to beat Trump’s deadline
AZ: September 5, 10AM AZ | The Arizona Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (AZOGCC) is holding a virtual public hearing and meeting. Join via Zoom. View agenda.
AZ: APS joins gas pipeline expansion, walks back clean energy promises
CA: CEC to Hold First Public Meeting on Soda Mountain Solar Project in San Bernardino County
CA: Governor Newsom continues to work with Legislature to pass critical power grid proposal: ‘Our best shot at affordability this year’
CA: September 10, 2025: Energy Commission Business Meeting. Download Agenda
CA: Public Comments are now available for the IEPR Commissioner Workshop on Energy Demand Forecast Inputs and Assumptions.
CA: Recording: IEPR Commissioner Workshop on Energy Demand Forecast Inputs and Assumptions
CA: Recording: IEPR Commissioner Workshop on Accelerating Interconnection and Energization
CA: California Supreme Court hands victory to rooftop solar panel owners
CA: Why California might plug into a fossil fuel energy market
CO: The Microgrids for Community Resilience grant program published the 2025 IDEA Report. 
CO: Denver to study nuclear power for airport and potential data centers
NV: Nevada Solar Projects Frozen: Governor’s Concerns for Burgum 
WGA: The first workshop of Utah Governor Spencer Cox's WGA Chair initiative, Energy Superabundance: Unlocking Prosperity in the West, will take place on September 22 and 23 at the Idaho National Laboratory in Idaho Falls, Idaho. 
WGA: Idaho National Laboratory to host the first workshop of Governor Cox's WGA Chair initiative
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Tribal Energy Finance: Changes to DOE Loan Program Would Reduce Barriers for Tribes GAO-25-107441, August 11
NMSU to lead hydropower project, collaborate with Navajo Nation
NMSU to lead $14.2 million pumped storage project with Navajo Nation
NRS brings live 190-MW solar and storage project in New Mexico 
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PacifiCorp urges FERC to dismiss challenges to adding $1.7B in wildfire costs to transmission rates
Energy Transfer to Build $5.3 Billion Texas-to-Arizona Natural Gas Pipeline
October 2, 2:00PM ET Cataloging Wildlife Risk Minimization Technologies with the REWI Technology Catalog  
September 4th 12 PM ET REWRF in Focus: Recent Publications from the Renewable Energy Wildlife Research Fund (REWRF)
Offshore wind leasing is officially dead under Trump
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Newly Released: 2024 Sentinel Landscapes Accomplishments Report
Permitting Council Adds Four New Critical Mineral Mining Projects to FAST-41 Transparency Status
Water Infrastructure Resilience: Agencies Could Better Assess Efforts to Assist Communities Vulnerable to Natural Disasters GAO-25-107013, August 11	
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EPA withdraws proposed wastewater treatment regulations
EPA plans to dramatically reduce wetland protection
EPA and US IBWC Announce Major Milestone in Delivering 100% Solution to the Tijuana River Sewage Crisis
Trump EPA races to meet Biden’s timelines on sewage crisis
EPA Announces Availability of $9 Million to Protect Drinking Water from Natural Hazards and Cybersecurity Threat
90 FR 42432 - Notice of Adoption of Categorical Exclusions Under Section 109 of the National Environmental Policy Act
90 FR 41895 - Air Plan Approval; California; Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District; Internal Combustion Engines
[bookmark: _Toc205193553][bookmark: _Toc205193610][bookmark: _Toc205202497][bookmark: _Toc205202578][bookmark: _Toc207792092][bookmark: _Toc207792999][bookmark: _Toc207885173][bookmark: _Toc173433078][bookmark: _Toc173559798][bookmark: _Toc176276484][bookmark: _Toc181607060][bookmark: _Toc181607119][bookmark: _Toc142078792][bookmark: _Toc144806388][bookmark: _Toc144832062][bookmark: _Toc144832238][bookmark: _Toc144832301][bookmark: _Toc147496132][bookmark: _Toc149916424][bookmark: _Toc149922541][bookmark: _Toc152563704][bookmark: _Toc155260116][bookmark: _Toc155266245][bookmark: _Toc157786313][bookmark: _Toc163555288][bookmark: _Toc163584201][bookmark: _Toc163585869][bookmark: _Toc166002336][bookmark: _Toc166067979][bookmark: _Toc166077734][bookmark: _Toc168059583][bookmark: _Toc168066770][bookmark: _Toc170743885]NOAA
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center released its latest monthly drought outlook for September 2025
Recording: Intermountain West August Drought and Climate Outlook Webinar
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$102.9 Million for Wetland Conservation Projects
DOI releases draft 2025 List of Critical Minerals
Secretary Burgum Urges Action on Resolution Copper Project After Ninth Circuit Stay
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BLM transfers more than 600 acres over to Utah state parks 
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Reclamation announces Yakima basin August water supply forecast
Reclamation announces 2026 operating conditions for Lake Powell and Lake Mead
Reclamation Releases 24-Month Study on 2026 Reservoir Conditions
Reclamation lowers Lake Mohave water level to aid with annual razorback sucker harvest
Water releases briefly resume from Elephant Butte Dam 
Releases from Davis Dam temporarily reduced
‘Cool Mix’ flows resume at Glen Canyon Dam
USBR invests almost $200 million in water reuse in the Colorado River Basin
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Northern California–Southern Oregon Fisher Not Warranted for Federal Protection
Public Comment Open on Endangered Chupadera Springsnail's Draft Recovery Plan
Interior Expands Hunting and Fishing Access at Refuges and Hatcheries
Draft Recovery Plan for Endangered Sonoyta Mud Turtle Available
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Webinar: Everything You Need to Know About the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow Network Program on September 9, 2025 from 1-2 PM ET. Register here.
Recording: Digging into the Significance of Soil Moisture at the 2025 National Soil Moisture Workshop
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 Secretary Rollins Opens Next Step in the Roadless Rule Rescission
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Follow the Chief: NRCS Helps Producers Maximize Water Efficiency in Arizona’s Arid Environment
Water & Climate Update: August 28 | August 21 | August 14 | August 7 
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USDA Forest Service invests $106M to keep working forests working
USDA Opens Next Step in the Roadless Rule Rescission
90 FR 42179 - Special Areas; Roadless Area Conservation; National Forest System Lands


[bookmark: _Toc138863491][bookmark: _Toc138947933][bookmark: _Toc138948888][bookmark: _Toc139290518][bookmark: _Toc139290628][bookmark: _Toc139291390][bookmark: _Toc139291559][bookmark: _Toc139291712][bookmark: _Toc142033643][bookmark: _Toc142078800][bookmark: _Toc144806395][bookmark: _Toc144832069][bookmark: _Toc144832245][bookmark: _Toc144832308][bookmark: _Toc147496138][bookmark: _Toc149916434][bookmark: _Toc149922551][bookmark: _Toc152563712][bookmark: _Toc155260124][bookmark: _Toc155266253][bookmark: _Toc157786320][bookmark: _Toc163555295][bookmark: _Toc163584208][bookmark: _Toc163585876][bookmark: _Toc166002342][bookmark: _Toc166067985][bookmark: _Toc166077740][bookmark: _Toc168059591][bookmark: _Toc168066778][bookmark: _Toc170743894][bookmark: _Toc173433087][bookmark: _Toc173559806][bookmark: _Toc176276493][bookmark: _Toc181607070][bookmark: _Toc181607129][bookmark: _Toc205193562][bookmark: _Toc205193619][bookmark: _Toc205202506][bookmark: _Toc205202587][bookmark: _Toc207792101][bookmark: _Toc207793008][bookmark: _Toc207885182][bookmark: _Toc138863492][bookmark: _Toc138947934][bookmark: _Toc138948889][bookmark: _Toc139290519][bookmark: _Toc139290629][bookmark: _Toc139291391][bookmark: _Toc139291560][bookmark: _Toc139291713][bookmark: _Toc142033644][bookmark: _Toc142078801][bookmark: _Toc144806396][bookmark: _Toc144832070][bookmark: _Toc144832246][bookmark: _Toc144832309][bookmark: _Toc147496139][bookmark: _Toc149916435][bookmark: _Toc149922552][bookmark: _Toc152563713][bookmark: _Toc155260125][bookmark: _Toc155266254][bookmark: _Toc157786321][bookmark: _Toc163555296][bookmark: _Toc163584209][bookmark: _Toc163585877][bookmark: _Toc166002343][bookmark: _Toc166067986][bookmark: _Toc166077741][bookmark: _Toc168059592][bookmark: _Toc168066779][bookmark: _Toc170743895][bookmark: _Toc173433088][bookmark: _Toc173559807][bookmark: _Toc176276494]State Updates 
States Face Challenges in Gauging Water Infrastructure Needs
Western States Water Newsletter: August 29 | August 22 | August 15 | August 15 - Special Report | August 8 | August 1 
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Desalination and New Water Sources: Arizona’s Strategy to Address Water Scarcity
Arizona mayors unite to fight in Colorado River negotiations
Data center proposed south of Eloy
As a Critical Minerals Mine Nears Approval in Arizona, Residents Fear It’s Already Affecting Area Water
Copper Mines Close in on Western Apache Sacred Site, and the Forest Protected to Mitigate The Damage
Arizona’s Declining Groundwater
Project Blue:
· Tucson City Council rejects Project Blue data center amid intense community pressure
· Project Blue data center advances despite Tucson Mayor and Council rejection
· After Project Blue outcry, Tucson adopts rules for large water users
· Anti-Project Blue rally attendees worry about water, resource usage
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Newsom Administration launches Delta Conveyance Project accountability plan, includes $200 million in funding and support for Delta communities
· Newsom releases accountability plan for Delta Tunnel project
· DWR Director: Delta Conveyance Project key to modernizing California's State Water Project
· Governor Newsom’s Delta Conveyance Project is single most effective action for California’s sustainable water future, study finds
Conservation groups boost shorebird population in Sacramento Valley
Go deep to make desal work along California's coast
Emergency declared in Napa as contaminated water dumped into California's Napa County
On Tuesday, Sept. 9, the California Water Data Consortium will host a half-day event to showcase the Groundwater Accounting Platform (Platform). Learn more on the Platform’s webpage and through this video walk-through. Registration is required.
The California State Water Resources Control Board’s Supply and Demand Assessment (SDA) Unit has published new interactive surface water demand visualization dashboards for Butte Creek, Gualala River, Mattole River, Napa River, Navarro River, Putah Creek, Russian River, Salmon Creek (Sonoma County), and Tomales-Drakes Bay.
Feather River Fish Monitoring Station Provides Improved Population Data on Fish Species
How AI Helped a California City Insure Against Flood Risk
With no water tax, Paso Robles basin managers ask for money
Conservancy acquires first Walker River rights in California
How one California community is turning an old oil field into protected habitat
Central Valley subsidence damages CA Aqueduct, water delivery 
California Ranchers Facing $1.50/Acre Water Assessment
Monterey Peninsula desalination plant approved amid public debate
Kern River trial moved to 2027 as participants await state Supreme Court ruling
CDFW Issues Permit to Advance Key Groundwater Quality Improvement Project in Yucca Valley
'Major milestone': Rare animal reintroduced to Calif. national park
Ridgecrest warns of significantly higher water rates for residents following court ruling on Indian Wells Valley
$84 million Canyon Tunnel will secure water future for communities in California’s Central Valley
New ways of saving California salmon emphasize collaboration
California acts against invasive golden mussels in waterways
State announces new funding for Sites Reservoir 
Sites Reservoir to receive $218.9 million more in Prop 1 funding 
Sites Reservoir project reaches key milestones, remains on track for 2026 construction
Imperial Beach shore closed for high sewage flows from Tijuana River
Paso basin property owners won’t pay fees for groundwater
California legislators issue dire warnings about National Weather Service cuts
Nov. 5-6, Sacramento: Flood-MAR Forum 2025 For more information: agenda and registration (both in-person and virtual livestream options).
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Colorado dams' cost soars to $2.7 billion, scaring key customer as builders scramble to cut plan 
A new river barrier in Garfield County will protect a rare fish and upgrade agriculture infrastructure
Progress on the 2025 Colorado Resiliency Framework Update. Opt in for Framework Updates
Is Colorado ready for forced Colorado River cuts? State official says it might be time to develop a plan
Dangerous conditions for trout cause Colorado officials to close 2 rivers to fishing
Drought puts Blue Mesa in crosshairs again
Local streamflows are 'significantly below normal'
Source of zebra mussels in Colorado River uncovered
CPW announces plan to treat invasive zebra mussels in privately owned body of water in Eagle County
Funding Opportunities: 
· Forest Restoration & Wildfire Risk Mitigation (FRWRM) Grants Open. This program provides State support through competitive grant funds that encourage community-level actions across the state to reduce risk of wildfire in the wildland-urban interface, promote forest health and restoration projects, or encourage use of woody material for traditional forest products and biomass energy. Applications are due by October 9, 2025. 
· The Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB)’s Water Plan Grant Program has $36.77 million in available funding for the upcoming fiscal year. Applications must support one of the five funding categories in the Colorado Water Plan. Deadlines are July 1, 2025, and Dec. 1, 2025.
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Lake Mead projection worries Nevada’s representatives in Congress
Nevada warns of tough choices as Colorado River deadline approaches
What are rivers really worth? University of Nevada, Reno and partners lead a global rethink of freshwater value
Las Vegas valley's water use more efficient; SNWA's goal is a 10% improvement
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Water rights transfer denied for reopening of a copper mine
Invasive plant fuels fire risk and drought concerns along the Rio Grande
NM to release $40 million for projects to treat brackish water
Key Stretch of New Mexico’s Pecos River Protected
October 14 -15, 2025: 2025 Water Data Initiative Workshop Event. View draft agenda.
November 18-19, 2025: New Mexico Energy Initiatives 2025 Symposium and Stakeholder Forum at NM Tech Socorro, NM. Registration is free.
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Drought continues to plague Utah, officials stress conservation
Early winter outlooks leave Great Salt Lake advocates on edge
Utah drought, fire danger worsens with dry spell
Utah officials optimistic Colorado River deal can be reached
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$21 Million Water Infrastructure in Church Rock and Iyanbito
National Ecological Drought & Tribal Webinar Series. The next two webinars will be Wednesday, September 17 at 1 p.m. ET/10 a.m. PT and Thursday, October 16, 2025, 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT.  
First tribally led forest resilience bond launches
Native American tribes push for seat at Colorado water negotiations 
The Colorado River is this tribe’s ‘lifeblood,’ now they want to give it the same legal rights as a person
San Gabriel Band of Mission Indian tribe wins land back for the first time
Top Interior officials reassure tribes Trump administration supports their water rights
Navajo Nation Washington Office Report on Federal Activities - Executive Orders
Navajo Nation pushes for water rights as Colorado River shrinks
Yurok Tribe, Farmers Ditch Company, and California Trout Break Ground on Scott River Restoration Project
Yurok Tribe gains federal authority to set water quality standards on its reservation
Funding Opportunity: Emergency Drought Relief for Tribes: Department of the Interior: The DOI Native American Affairs Technical Assistance Program implements the Emergency Drought Relief for Tribes Program. Restrictions apply, the funding opportunity is for federally recognized Indian Tribes in the 17 western states. Activities funded through this program must provide near-term drought relief actions that mitigate drought impacts for Tribes who are impacted by the operation of a Bureau of Reclamation water project. Apply by October 14, 2025.
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New Mexico, Texas, and Colorado reach agreement on Rio Grande Compact
Rio Grande feud nears resolution with new settlement proposals
$400M water investment fund announced for US-Mexico border
The UC Davis Tahoe Environmental Research Center (TERC) recently released its Tahoe: State of the Lake Report, an annual update on the ecological health of Lake Tahoe.
Lake Mead, Lake Powell water level update as warning issued
Big Tech’s next major political battle may already be brewing in your backyard
Deep-Sea Desalination Pulls Fresh Water from the Depths
News release: Joint state effort shields Lake Tahoe from a record amount of polluted runoff
Colorado River:
· Here's how 'dire' predictions from the federal government could impact Colorado River negotiations
· Colorado River consensus is 'tenuous' 2 months before federal deadline
· Ciscomani relaunches bipartisan caucus focused on Colorado River water scarcity
· As November deadline nears, Colorado River states 'nowhere close to an agreement' 
· To save precious Colorado River water, groups want government to weigh 'beneficial use'
· As Colorado River sees more cuts, Utah leaders feel pressure to strike a deal
· Low Water Levels Threaten Colorado River Talks
· Nevada will see another year of Colorado River water cuts
· Arizona farmers prepare for more water cuts amid Western drought
· Colorado River shortages stay in 2026, 'dire' long-term projections
· New Colorado River report calls for Arizona to cut use by 18%, Nevada by 7% 
· Arizona, Nevada and Mexico face another year of Colorado River water cuts
· Ongoing drought puts pressure on states to reach new Co. River sharing agreement
· Preparing for a drier future on the Colorado River basin
· Lake Mead Approaching 'Crunch Time' Over Water Levels, Rep Says
· Lake Mead faces historic low water levels amid ongoing drought
· Lake Powell’s plunge toward ‘dead pool’ puts New Mexico reservoir in play
· Officials predict Lake Mead will hit lowest water levels in 2 years
· Water negotiations still at impasse as levels decline at Lake Mead
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September 4, 12PM MST WRRC Water Webinar: The Santa Cruz: A River of Transition and Hope
News Sources Cover Data Centers and Their Water Use
WRRC Summer & Weekly Wave: August 29, 2025 | August 22 | August 8
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Military support to law enforcement is supposed to be temporary. DOD is making it a core mission
Report to Congress on Defense Acquisition Reform
Report to Congress on Hypersonic Weapons
DOD Establishes Joint Interagency Task Force to Deliver Affordable C-sUAS Capabilities to America's Warfighters
· DOD Memo: Establishment of Joint Interagency Task Force 401 
· Hegseth Calls for Anti-Drone Task Force
· Pentagon stands up new task force to coordinate anti-drone efforts
· Pentagon forms new task force to fast-track counter-drone capabilities
Coast Guard Celebrates 235 Years Protecting Nation's Waterways
Task Force Forge Marines and Sailors Assume Southern Border Mission in Arizona
DOD Systems Bolster Border Security Operations
National Guard State Partnership Program: A Cornerstone of Global Security
Caine Thanks National Guard for Support to Nation
Air National Guard tests F-15 fighter against helicopters
Paratroopers Make History With Army's First Drone-on-Drone Strike
DOD Official Says AI, Other Innovations Will Transform Future Warfighting
‘Hellscape’: DOD launches massive drone swarm program to counter China
The Pentagon plan to Americanize drone warfare
How far does the US military have to go to catch up on drones?
Pentagon readies new battery strategy amid growing drone demands
Drone defenses will need to act first, ask later, commander says
Commission to study how the US could go about making a Cyber Force
This week at the Department of Defense:
· August 29: Honoring Fallen Heroes, Coast Guard's $2.2 Billion Illegal Drug Seizure, New Aircraft Takes Flight, Possible DOD Name Change
· August 22: Raid Takes Out Senior ISIS Member; 2 Weeks Into Safer D.C.; Interagency Fitness Challenge 
· August 15: More Women Enlisting; Drones Dominate in Hoosier State; Guard Supports Law Enforcement in D.C.  
· August 8, 2025: 200 Days of Impact, Fort Bliss Assumes New Role in Homeland Defense, SkillBridge Lets Service Members Keep Defending Nation
· August 1: PCS Move Hotline Goes Live, Fort Hood Returns, AUKUS Deep Dive
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Newly Released: 2024 Sentinel Landscapes Accomplishments Report 
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Building a more agile, integrated force: DAF cements inaugural DLE
Air Force’s drone wingman program takes flight
How This Tiny Drone Could Help Aircrews Navigate Without GPS
Air Force commander closes off public access to lake due to dangerous contamination: 'Record-breaking levels'
Air Force Asks Industry for Ideas on Next-Gen Tanker’s Airframe 
AF This week in Photos:
· August 29 | August 22 | August 15 | August 8 | August 1 
Around the Air Force:
· August 29: DLE Lessons Learned, X-37B Lifts Off, Guardian Uniform Guidance
· August 22: Emerald Warrior Highlights Flexibility, Bamboo Eagle Tests C2, Vanguard Launch Boosts GPS
· August 15: REFORPAC Wraps, Deployable Combat Wings, Mapping Space
· August 8: Deployment to Employment, Milestone for the Sentinel, Sleeker Skies
· August 1: Emerald Warrior Department Level Exercise, Next-Gen Command and Control, New Cyber Office
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Report to Congress on Army's Small Uncrewed Aircraft Systems Program
Army Producing Second Tranche of Short-Range Reconnaissance Drones
Army readies to launch 2026 competition for counter-drone laser weapon
Army seeks tech to dominate drone-filled 'Air-Ground Littoral' domain
The Army is equipping its Black Hawks to launch drones 
Here’s how the Army is working to get electronic warfare gear to units faster
Army's autonomy 'characteristics of need' guidance 'basically complete,' official says
Army Reserve Contingency Response Unit Celebrates 25 Years of Global Support
Swarming balloons: Army planning mass exercise in '26 over Indo-Pacific waters
Army training sites don’t simulate future battlefields: Analysis
Army looking to inject more cyber capabilities into formations at the division level
New Army cyber organization will focus on activity in the competition space
Army to develop new modular, interoperable EW kit amid Army Transformation Initiative
Why is the Army chopping away at its chopper fleet?
Why is the Army reducing its number of helicopter units?
Army poised to expand role in homeland defense, commander says 
Army sees 3D printing taking off ‘very, very soon’
Amid shakeup, Army plans to replace Gray Eagle and Shadow drones
Army’s unmanned systems summit is helping the service field drones to units faster
Autonomous vehicle makes rounds with mortar rounds in live-fire test drive by Army paratroopers
Army eyeing fall release of new Air and Missile Defense Strategy
US Army readies to release new missile defense strategy soon
Army crafting a new space policy, moving out on counterspace
As drones proliferate, the Army wants AI to help with air operations
Army to grow air defense force by 30%
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Marines Showcase Lethality, Readiness During Desert Training
The Marine Corps’ Newest Expeditionary Radar System Performs First Helicopter Sling Load Evaluation, One Step Closer to Fleet Forces Deployment
MAGTF-6 Flexes Enhanced Logistics and Aviation Integration During Service Level Training Exercise 4-25
How the Marines’ attack drone team is defining UAV warfare
The Marines now have an official drone-fighting handbook
New autonomous aircraft in development for Marines
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Contaminated air, water affect Navy training area in California
Defense Primer: Naval Forces
Navy Moving Away from ‘Optionally Manned’ Vessels as Service Mulls Unmanned Future
Department of the Navy Announces Solicitation for Innovative Energy Resilience Solutions to Power Navy and Marine Corps Installations
Caudle Takes Helm as 34th Chief of Naval Operation
Navy Installs 34th Chief of Naval Operations
Newest chief of naval operations assumes responsibilities
How many drones does it take to replace a destroyer?
Coyote Loitering Drone Interceptors Have Arrived On U.S. Navy Destroyers
The Navy flew a solar-powered drone for 73 hours straight
Navy's New Drone Refuels on Sunlight, Stays Airborne for Days
Phelan establishes new Naval Rapid Capabilities Office
SECNAV orders new Naval Rapid Capabilities Office, shuts down offices
Naval Aviation at Highest Readiness in Years, ‘Air Boss’ Said
Navy Is Retiring the Last of its Storied Cruisers. To Veterans, They Were ‘the Pinnacle of Naval Power
U.S. Navy Report on 2024 Landing Craft Air Cushion Collision
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: August 25, 2025 | August 4, 2025s 
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Space Force launches satellite to explore new GPS technology
Space Force preps infrastructure, operators for target-tracking mission
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Nearly $1 Billion in Federal Funding to Help States Manage Disaster Preparedness
$40 Million in Funding to States and Tribal Nations to Help Notify the Public During Emergencies
FEMA’s National Disaster and Emergency Management University (NDEMU) has resumed in-person training at the National Emergency Training Center. New courses have been added through November 2025, and seats are now open for select Fiscal Year 2026 courses.
FEMA Bulletins: August 26 | August 19 | August 12 | August 5  
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State of Nevada still digging out from under cyber attack
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USFS: Going digital 
University of Utah study shows why private logged forests more prone to severe fire
Wildfire is a growing threat to the West’s water systems
Old forests, new fires, and a scientific standoff over active management
NOAA Fire Research from Conditions to Impacts
Wildfires threaten water quality for years after they burn
November 18-20, 2025 Flagstaff, AZ: Ponderosa Pine Utilization Summit | Council of Western State Foresters 
Beyond the Blaze: ﻿Understanding Wildfires in Times of Drought: Drought and wildfire interact in numerous ways, affecting fire potential.
Post Wildfire Webinar with American Forests: Scaling Resilient Reforestation Through Partnerships
A Path Forward After California’s Deadliest Wildfires
New High-Resolution WUI Mapping Tool to Improve Wildfire Risk Management
Cataloging Wildlife Risk Minimization Technologies with the REWI Technology Catalog
Tree rings reveal how Western Apache controlled Arizona’s wildfires for centuries 
The States Losing the Most Land to Wildfires, Mapped
Updated Summer 2025 Drought and Wildfire in 11 Maps: High Evaporative Demand Drying Out Vegetation in Southwest and Northeast
STATES
AZ: Dragon Bravo Fire erupts to 10th largest in AZ history
CA: Gov. Newsom continues aggressive response to extreme heat and critical fire weather
CA: When Wildfires Compromise California's Drinking Water, Utilities Lean on This Professor’s Advice
CA: California Invests $5 Million in Workforce Development for Forestry and Wildfire Prevention
CA: Department of Water Resources releases State Water Project Adaptation Strategy Report
CA: Gov. Newsom’s Delta Conveyance Project is single most effective action for California’s sustainable water future, study finds
CA: The California Wildfire & Forest Resilience Task Force has launched a new online resource to help applicants find technical assistance for wildfire projects in the state. The new interactive map of California provides contacts that can assist applicants with project development and implementation for each county in the state.
CA: September 4-5: California Wildfire & Forest Resilience Inland Empire Regional Meeting 
CA: Gifford Fire becomes California's largest fire of 2025, keeps growing
CA: Gifford Wildfire Explodes To 'Megafire' Status
CA: CAL FIRE Awards $4.7 Million To Support Tribal Wildfire Resilience and Cultural Stewardship
CA: USFS Invests Nearly $8 Million in Wood Innovation Grants in California
CO: Governor Takes Action to Support Early Wildfire Response and Reduce Fire Risk
CO: Firefighters brace for “extreme fire behavior” around Lee fire near Meeker
CO: Wildfires in northwestern Colorado scorch 60,000 acres
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EO: Enabling Competition in the Commercial Space Industry
USDOT Modernizes Aviation Consumer Complaint System
Aviation Meteorologists: Urgent Actions Needed to Address Staffing Concerns
NASAO AAM Multistate Collaborative Unveils Papers
Supporters and FAA Save Century-Old Boulder Municipal—For Now
Tell Me Why: ‘The future of aviation is radically changing’ - Secretary Sean Duffy
Beyond Flights: Airports Could Bolster Grid Security and Adaptability
Joby Aviation completes first eVTOL flight between U.S. airports, demonstrates FAA integration
CDOT Aeronautics Division and NREL Release Pioneering Study on Infrastructure Needs for Electric/Hybrid Aircraft in Colorado
NRS brings live 190-MW solar and storage project in New Mexico
FAA Insider Opens Up About Drone Incursions Over Military Bases
Swiss pilot takes big step closer to solar plane altitude record
TSA Takes Surprise Role In Part 108 Rulemaking
Sinking land threatens U.S. airports
[bookmark: _Hlk168033420]FAA
Secretary Duffy, FAA Launch Process to Select Prime Integrator for Brand New Air Traffic Control System
Secretary Duffy, FAA Celebrate Milestone of 1,000th Commercial Space Operation
U.S. Transportation Secretary & Acting NASA Administrator Sean P. Duffy Joins President Trump Executive Order Signing to Boost U.S. Space Competitiveness
Secretary Duffy Unveils Proposed Rule to Unleash American Drone Dominance as Part of His Innovation Agenda
FAA Data Shows Wildlife Strikes on the Rise
Duffy moving FAA staff out of headquarters near the Mall
DRONES
Secretary Duffy Unveils Proposed Rule to Unleash American Drone Dominance 
· Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) Fact Sheet
· CDA Welcomes Landmark Proposal to Enable Routine BVLOS Operations
· The FAA's Draft BVLOS Rule Is Live — Here's Everything You Need to Know
· USDOT Proposes Rule for Long-Range Drone Operations
Delivery drones may soon take off in the US. Here’s why
US to Ease Long-Range Drone Rules in Boon for Walmart, Alphabet
The Drone Industry Can't Wait for This One Federal Regulation to Take Off
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NTIA Comments on the Upper C-band 
NTIA-commissioned reports examine the role of radiofrequency receivers in improving spectrum efficiency
September 10: 2025 NTIA Spectrum Policy Symposium
The Federal Communications Commission released new proposed rulemaking on "Modernizing the Commission's National Environmental Policy Act Rules" Comments are due September 18, 2025.
State’s new broadband boss says satellite is ‘significant’ in getting New Mexico 100% connected
Can COFFEE filters calm the spectrum tug-of-war? 
Audit Initiated of FAA’s Communication of Spectrum Concerns


[bookmark: _Toc176276519][bookmark: _Toc181607093][bookmark: _Toc181607152][bookmark: _Toc205193586][bookmark: _Toc205193643][bookmark: _Toc205202530][bookmark: _Toc205202611][bookmark: _Toc207792126][bookmark: _Toc207793033][bookmark: _Toc207885207]GIS
USGS Unveils New National Geologic Map  
New RAP Dataset Provides Additional Functionality and Improved Vegetation Monitoring
Innovative mapping tool reveals hidden wetlands and enhances conservation efforts
Greeninfo Network: A Crowdsourced Zoning Map for the Nation
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FEDERAL
EO: Improving Oversight of Federal Grantmaking
EO: Accelerating Federal Permitting of Data Center Infrastructure
· Fact Sheet: President Trump Accelerates Federal Permitting of Data Center Infrastructure
EPA: EPA Relaunches Guidance Document Database, Continuing Trump Tradition of Transparency 
EPA: EPA Celebrates Another 100 Days with 100 More Pro-Environmental Actions
DOI: SO 3414 A7 - Establishment of New Department Leadership Team and Temporary Redelegation of Authority
DOI: Inside Interior: August 29 | August 22 | August 15 | August 8 | August 1
DOT: Marc Molinaro as 16th Senate-Confirmed Administrator of the Federal Transit Administration
USDA: USDA Opens Public Comment Period on Department Reorganization Plan
STATES
AZ: State agencies told to limit budget requests due to looming federal funding cuts
CO: Gov. Polis orders emergency spending cuts in aftermath of Trump-pushed measure
CO: Gov. Polis calls Colorado Legislature back to Denver for special session to rebalance budget
CO: Budget crisis prompts Colorado lawmakers to explore governor-imposed cuts
NM: State revenue projected to grow by $485 million for FY27 - $390 million available for special session needs
WGA: Catch up on all the policy work WGA spearheaded in the past year in the 2025 Annual Report
WGA: Webinar explores strategies to improve housing for Native Americans 
WGA: Discover the ideas powering Governor Spencer Cox’s WGA Chair initiative Utah Governor Spencer Cox launched his WGA Chair initiative, Energy Superabundance: Unlocking Prosperity in the West, at WGA's 2025 Annual Meeting in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
TRIBAL          
National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (NATHPO) recent Comments:
· Comment On Plan for Army Warfighting Readiness And Associated Buildings, Structures, And Landscapes: The US Army is currently considering a new plan to address readiness with respect to building, structures, and landscapes under its control. NATHPO comments on our website.
· Coalition Letter On Tribal Consultation to DOI: On August 1, 2025, NATHPO and other members of the Coalition for Tribal Sovereignty submitted a letter to DOI Secretary Doug Burgum. Letter is here.
President Nygren meets USDA Deputy Secretary Vaden to advance food sovereignty, tribal consultations, and research partnerships
September 8-12, 2025: NATHPO's 25th Annual Conference, Register here. For virtual attendance option on September 9-10, register here.
INFRASTRUCTURE
Secretary Sean P. Duffy Announces Availability of Over $40 Million to Improve Roadway Safety on Tribal Lands and Get America Building Again
Secretary Sean P. Duffy Announces $175 Million to Build and Improve Ferry Boat Service
Secretary Duffy Unveils Revised NEVI Guidance to Allow States to Actually Build EV Chargers
Permitting Council Adds Three New Critical Mineral Mining Projects to FAST-41 Transparency Status
New EV Charging Opportunities in Federal, California Programs
AZ: ADOT seeks input on plan for nine new EV charging corridors. Proposed 2025 update would add 21 new or upgraded stations
CA: California Opens $55 Million Incentive Program to Expand Public Electric Vehicle Fast Charging
CO: Colorado Energy Office Awards $5 Million in Grants to Further Expand Colorado’s Nation-Leading EV Charging Network
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