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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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You are cordially invited to participate in the Friday, December 4th WRP TEC call (10:00 am Pacific). The featured presentations:
· NARF’s Work on Tribal Water Law and Policy Issues by Daniel Cordalis, Staff Attorney, Native American Rights Fund
· Overview of GAO Report: "Tribal Water Infrastructure: Opportunities Exist to Improve Federal Assistance” by Dr. Anna Maria Ortiz, Director, and Leslie Pollock, Assistant Director, Natural Resources and Environment Team, Tribal and Native American Issues, U.S. Government Accountability Office
Click here to RSVP.

The October 30th TEC call featured two presentations: 
· Securing the Navajo Nation’s Water Future through Water Rights Settlements in AZ, NM, and UT by Crystal Tulley-Cordova, Ph.D., M.W.R., Principal Hydrologist, Navajo Nation Department of Water Resources, Water Management Branch
· Strengthening Tribal Partnerships, Community Awareness & Public Safety Through Human Trafficking Education & Training by Heidi Chance, Special Agent and Rachel Hood, Tribal Liaison, Arizona Attorney General’s Office 
The meeting can be viewed here.
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The final 2026 WRP Report is available here. WRP Partners developed a shared, multi‑state and multi-agency understanding of resilience and national security and how aviation, water, and wildland fire interdependencies can lead to cascading failures. The resulting 2026 Report documents how Partners advanced the priority of Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster. Final fact sheets summarize WRP’s efforts:
· WRP Aviation/Airspace Needs Fact Sheet
· WRP Water Security/Resilience Fact Sheet
· WRP Wildland Fire (Response/Prevention) Fact Sheet
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[bookmark: _Hlk210041496]WRP Principals established a new WRP Strategic Priority of “National Security for the WRP Region” to focus WRP 2026-2027 efforts. In support of this priority, calls will be held on the following cross-cutting issues:
· Water and Energy Security
· Wildfire and Water Resilience
· Airspace, Drones, Counter-UAS, and Spectrum
· Energy and Critical-Infrastructure Protection from Wildfire and Cyber Threats
[bookmark: _Toc239414114][bookmark: _Toc241847121][bookmark: _Toc244600336][bookmark: _Toc244612251]Findings to be shared at the next WRP Principals’ Meeting in August 2027.  Please email amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org if you represent a state, federal or tribal entity and are interested in being part of this effort.
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Ironwood 500 kV Transmission Line Gains FAST-41 Coverage to Strengthen the Western Grid
Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy Modernizes LNG Regulations to Secure American Energy Dominance
USDA Issues Final Rule with Comment Period Ahead of Opening the Application Window for Rural Energy for America Program
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· FERC Takes Historic Action Launching First LNG Authorization Program
· FERC Launches NEPA Overhaul to Accelerate Natural Gas Projects
· Presentation | Authorizations for Certain Activities at Liquefied Natural Gas Plants
· FERC Issues Final Notice & Agenda for the Annual Commissioner-led Reliability Technical Conference
· FERC and NRC Commissioners to Discuss Grid Reliability, Nuclear Power, and Cybersecurity at Joint Meeting
· FERC Announces 2027 Commission Meeting Schedule
· Summaries | October 2026 Commission Meeting
· October 2026 | FERC insight 
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New Investments to Strengthen America's Power Grid and Lower Electricity Costs
Energy Department to Use Defense Production Act Funding to Restart American Refinery and Expand Refining Capacity
$125 Million for 63 Projects Across 16 States to Lower Energy Costs, Expand Electricity Access, and Advance Economic Development for America’s Tribal Communities
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 
· DOE today announced approximately $967 million in additional funding through its Grid Resilience State and Tribal Formula Grant program to modernize critical energy infrastructure, lower electricity costs and strengthen America’s power grid
· $230 Million Funding Opportunity to Strengthen America's Grid Supply Chain and Lower Electricity Costs
EIA
Short-Term Energy Outlook
Total Energy Monthly Data
Electric Power Monthly
Electric Power Annual 2025
Annual State Historical Spreadsheets for 2025
Short-Term Energy Outlook
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Interior Delivers Second-Largest Energy Revenue Disbursement 
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BLM Strengthens U.S. Energy Security with Successful California Geothermal Lease Sale
BLM Geothermal Lease Sales in Nevada Net Over $4 Million
BLM Announces December 2026 Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in Utah
BLM Announces December Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in Arizona
BLM Announces December Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in Nevada
BLM Announces December 2026 Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in Colorado
BLM Announces December 2026 Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in California
Geothermal lease sale on federal land in Nevada nets $4.8M
Geothermal Energy: Bureau of Land Management Should Improve Permitting Process as Development Demand Grows on Federal Lands GAO-26-108040, September 8 
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States OK solar panels for balconies. Safety guidelines haven't caught up. 
AZ: Resolution Copper project on track after Ninth Circuit decision
AZ: APS signs agreement that could extend Four Corners coal power plant use until 2038
CA: California Energy Commission Celebrates American Lithium Energy Factory Opening as Part of California’s Investments in Clean Energy Innovation
CA: California’s clean-energy grid powers through climate-driven extreme heat, meeting highest demand since 2022
CO: Polis Administration Releases Market Assessment Report on Clean, Efficient Geothermal Energy in Colorado
CO: Governor Polis Announces Colorado Will Lead Streamlining Regulation of Geologic Carbon Storage
CO: Governor Polis Releases New Roadmap to our Geothermal Future Market Assessment Report on Geothermal Energy in Colorado
UT: Utah energy providers have ‘mature’ cybersecurity protocols, but there are gaps, audit says
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Over $125 Million for 63 Projects Across 16 States to Lower Energy Costs, Expand Electricity Access, and Advance Economic Development for America’s Tribal Communities
The agenda is now available for the Regional Roundtable: CEC Order Instituting an Informational Proceeding on Tribal Affairs and Tribal Energy Sovereignty (25-OIIP-01) – Colusa County Region.
CEC Order Instituting an Informational Proceeding on Tribal Affairs and Tribal Energy Sovereignty (25-OIIP-01) – Riverside County Region November 10, 2026 
CEC Order Instituting an Informational Proceeding on Tribal Affairs and Tribal Energy Sovereignty (25-OIIP-01) San Diego County December 9, 2026
Over $125 Million for 63 Projects Across 16 States to Lower Energy Costs, Expand Electricity Access, and Advance Economic Development for America’s Tribal Communities
Tribal Energy Capacity Expansion Prize
Protecting Sacred Lands: Tribal Members Gather at Greenlink West Construction Site in Mason Valley
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· SunZia
· Record-Breaking SunZia Project Powers Surging U.S. Wind Energy Growth
· How SunZia, America’s largest wind farm, finally got built
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Permitting Council Invests $32 Million in New Tool to Speed Clean Water Act Reviews
EPA and Corps Advance Toward a New Definition of “Waters of the United States”: What Landowners and Developers Need to Know Now
Nov. 10, 2-3 PM MST: GAO Freshwater Study Webinar: GAO has initiated a study on freshwater availability and use. This session gives state water managers an opportunity to share their perspectives with GAO directly and help inform the study. Register.
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Federal Register: Rescission of the Greenhouse Gas Findings for Fossil Fuel-Fired Power Plants and Repeal of Regulations for Power Plant Greenhouse Gas Emissions Under Clean Air Act Section 111
Navajo Nation Becomes First Tribe Eligible to Administer Clean Water Act Permitting Programs
EPA Proposes Major New Revisions to Burdensome, Unworkable Biden-era Oil and Natural Gas Regulations
While in Iowa, Administrator Zeldin Proposes 100% Reallocation for Additional 2025 Small Refinery Exemption Volumes and Opens Markets for American Farmers
Zeldin announces EPA proposal to support cleaner air and business growth in Arizona
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Secretary Burgum Signs Order to Support American Ranchers, Expand Grazing and Cut Red Tape
· SO 3454 - Supporting America’s Ranchers through Resilient Rangelands
Chiricahua National Monument Becomes America’s Newest National Park
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Readiness and Recreation Initiative (RARI) Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). There is $9 million available nationwide to support outdoor recreation projects that strengthen military readiness and protect mission-critical landscapes near installations and Sentinel Landscapes. The NOFO for RARI is rolling and valid for the next five years. State Lead Agencies may submit applications through November 1, 2030. 
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· BLM Helps Protect Wild Horses Near Reno as Range Conditions Worsen  
· BLM to Begin North Complex Wild Horse Gather in Nevada to Prevent Suffering in Winter
· BLM Begins Actions to Protect Sulphur Herd and Land Health from Overpopulation
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Reclamation further increases Central Valley Project water supply allocations for south-of-Delta contractors
Reclamation continues Sites Excess Capacity Contract and Partnership Agreement public negotiation sessions
Reclamation announces Delta Cross Channel gate closure to support fall-run Chinook salmon
Major Federal Investment Accelerates Modernization of Friant Kern Canal
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· New NASA data shows why scientists struggle to model Western rivers
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· US Army Corps of Engineers failed to explain drop in environmental mitigation work: Watchdog
· Army Corps of Engineers: Determinations That Projects Do Not Need Environmental Mitigation Should Be Clarified GAO-27-108551, October 8
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· $1.8 Billion in 2026 Conservation Program Payments
· $180 Million Seed Sovereignty Initiative to Strengthen U.S. Agricultural Security
· Following President Trump’s Executive Order, USDA Urges States to Review Wolf Management Policies and Strengthen Engagement with Ranchers
· USDA Opens New Research Facility to Strengthen Water Efficiency and Agricultural Productivity in the Southwest
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Forest Service finalizes rule to accelerate forest management projects
Forest Service finalizes Administrative Site Leasing rule to reduce regulatory barriers and improve leasing flexibility
New Forest Mortality Trends Webinar Series Sessions will be 90-minutes in length, recorded, and posted on our website.
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$325 million in 42 Projects to Boost Farm Operations and Conserve Natural Resources
Water and Climate Update: Oct. 29 | Oct. 22 | Oct. 16 | Oct. 8 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 
· NRCS Offers Additional Practices for Utah Farmers Participating in the Regenerative Pilot Program
· NRCS Offers Additional Practices for California Farmers Participating in the Regenerative Pilot Program
· NRCS California’s Conservation Funding Assistance Deadline for Producers is November 6, 2026, 5:00 PM Pacific Standard Time.
· NRCS in Arizona Accepting Applications for Conservation Programs. Apply by November 6, 2026, to be considered for fiscal year 2027 funding. 
· NRCS Utah is Now Accepting Program Applications for Fiscal Year 2027. Farmers, ranchers and private forest landowners are encouraged to apply by November 13
· NRCS Colorado Accepting Applications for Conservation Programs. Apply by November 20, 2026 to be considered to fiscal year 2027 funding.
· NRCS New Mexico Announces December 18th Application Deadline for Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
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Western States Water Newsletter: Oct. 5 | Oct. 19 
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Arizona
Forest Service uncertainty raises concerns for Arizona timber industry
Understanding Marana’s $3.7M water purchase
Arizona's water shortage trickles down to real estate agents
Arizona can’t stop homebuilding while policy ruling is appealed
Gov. Katie Hobbs defends Arizona "toilet to tap" efforts
WIFA Advances Northern Gulf of California Desalination Project
A Tale of Two Basins: Rio Verde Foothills Bought Its Way Out of a Water Crisis. Can Rural Arizona Do the Same?
Arizona exploring long-term water importation options
ADEQ invites interested community members, businesses, and government personnel to participate in a review of ADEQ’s Water Quality Rules, in the Arizona Administrative Code Title 18, Chapter 4, Department of Environmental Quality - Safe Drinking Water. Responses due Nov. 5th 
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Governor Newsom secures innovative approach to major Bay-Delta protections that will restore rivers and strengthen California’s water future
Governor Newsom announces historic new ocean protections as Trump pushes offshore drilling
State Water Board adopts innovative new model to protect California’s Bay-Delta, water and wildlife
State refuses to declare golden mussel emergency because there is no "long-term solution"
Functional Flows: Working with Nature's Rhythm to Keep California's Rivers Healthy
New and Expanded Marine Protected Areas Headed to Next Stage Following California Fish and Game Commission Vote
Saving Mono Lake was a California victory. But it still needs water.
A Calif. lake town’s latest plan to save a looming local water crisis
Shasta College becomes home to new weather balloon launch site to improve storm forecasts
San José opens a new dewatering facility at its regional wastewater plant
Doheny Desalination Project Changes Approved by California Coastal Commission
"It will go quick" – $171 million in one-time funding cobbled together to save state's drinking water program
Blast mine on San Joaquin River outside Fresno temporarily paused, but appeal is likely
Salton Sea Summit highlights tangible environmental progress, future conservation roadmap
Bay Delta Plan
· State adopts Delta Plan with mixed water quality strategies
· California water board hears competing views on major water plan update
· Changes to Bay Delta Plan, Delta tunnel loom after recent revisions
· Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Watershed
· California sued over ‘unsustainable’ pumping of water 
· California delta tunnel opponents renew fight to rework massive water project
Kern River
· California Supreme Court probes 'reasonable' water use in Kern River
· Kern River water case reaches CA's highest court
· Kern River goes before California Supreme Court: Is Bakersfield obligated to keep water in the river?
· Justices delve into constitutional questions swirling in Kern River case
November 4-5: CWP Advisory Committee Meeting will be held at Wyndham Visalia. Agenda and materials are available. The meeting will also be viewable via YouTube livestream at the following links: Day 1, Day 2
November 16 at 2 pm | California Water Plan 2028 Regional Forums Virtual Kick-Off. DWR invites you to a Virtual Regional Forums Kick-Off. Register here. 
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Governor Polis Visits Nursery Growing Colorado’s Next Generation of Forests
Colorado won’t launch water-conservation program in 2027 without guarantee from feds
Colorado now has the authority to greenlight injecting carbon dioxide underground
A Colorado Water Trial Could Decide the Future of an Agricultural Valley
In Colorado, the majestic ponderosa pines are dying
How much money and water have Denver sprinkler bans saved?
Denver metro looks to Western Slope for water to refill reservoirs
Denver Water plans rate hikes, tougher enforcement
Denver Water to reduce Fraser River flows amid extreme drought
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Microplastics found in freshly fallen snow in Sierra Nevada
Why do we keep building? Nevada’s water chief answers your questions
Nevada wildflower moves closer to gaining protections under Endangered Species Act
Las Vegas Valley Water District outlines fines for watering nonfunctional turf
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New Mexico Gov. Lujan Grisham announces federal disaster aid for severe weather, flooding 
December 2-3: 2026 New Mexico Water Data Initiative Workshop will be held in Albuquerque and will bring together water data professionals from across New Mexico interested in and working to collect, manage, analyze, visualize, or apply water data to improve research, planning, management, and decision-making. Draft Agenda Register
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Utah to receive $3 million donation from The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to support wetland preservation
Utah farmers hope fall moisture signals better days ahead
Record-low runoff still impacting Utah's water supply despite wet monsoon season
Utah ends water year with 14% drop in reservoir storage
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Communities rally to protect rivers after tribal rights veto
Water settlement would be game-changer for northeastern Arizona tribes, experts argue
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Making the Invisible Visible: The strategic role, leadership, & practice of collaborative coordination  
The Race for Lithium Is Becoming a Race for Water
Water Bills Surged More Than Other Costs in US Homes Over 10 Years, a ‘Striking’ New Report Shows
Western droughts are more connected than scientists thought, study finds
Colorado River:
· Management of the Colorado River: Water Allocations, Drought, and the Federal Role 
· Doug Burgum speaks on Colorado River cuts
· Lake Powell gained more than 10 feet this month. Will its run continue?
· Heavy rain boosts Colorado River in Grand Canyon to highest water level of 2026
· There’s another water crisis in the Southwest and this one’s invisible
· Colorado River Basin lost trillions of gallons of groundwater during recent severe drought, study finds
· The Colorado River Crunch: How Water Scarcity Could Reshape Housing Growth Across the West
· Virginia Tech researchers reveal accelerating groundwater depletion across the Colorado River Basin
· Colorado River drought drives unprecedented pattern of groundwater loss
· Colorado River Framework Faces Gap Between Law and Water Supply
· The Colorado River is shrinking. What happens next?
· Low water levels, high demand force a reckoning for the Colorado River
· Mexicali Valley faces impending crisis following allotment cuts
· Interior secretary warns Arizona over Colorado River lawsuit
· As Arizona joins Nevada’s Colorado River lawsuit, Imperial Valley farmers watch the water war intensify
· AZ: Governor Katie Hobbs and ADWR Join Nevada in Colorado River Lawsuit to Block Federal Cuts to Lower Basin Water Supplies
· Arizona water heavyweight joins Colorado River lawsuit
· Central Arizona Project moves to join Colorado River water lawsuit against the federal government
· Arizona Puts Colorado River Dispute on Route to Supreme Court
· Arizona joins Nevada lawsuit over Colorado River cuts
· Arizona to intervene in Nevada’s lawsuit over Lake Mead
· 'Important step': Arizona joins Nevada lawsuit over Colorado River plan
· Arizona moves to join lawsuit against federal Colorado River plan
· AZ: Arizona lawmakers have mixed views on Colorado River panel
· AZ: Scottsdale braces for potential 17% Colorado River water cut
· AZ: Scottsdale considers new regulations for large water users
· AZ: Mesa says it's prepared for Colorado River cuts after decades of planning 
· AZ: Arizona’s lifeline to the Colorado River is drying up. Were warnings from history ignored?
· AZ: New Colorado River rules start Oct. 1, but questions linger about Arizona water cutbacks
· NV: One-day-per-week watering restrictions take effect in Las Vegas this weekend
· NV: Arizona Joins Nevada's Colorado River Lawsuit
· NV: Spring runoff may drive microplastic surges in Western rivers, study finds
· UT: 'War games' involving the Colorado River play out on Utah's Capitol Hill
· UT: As Colorado River battles intensify, lawmakers visit the Central Utah Project
· UT: How Utah's Colorado River water project left a tribe and some rural communities behind
· UT: Why the Colorado River is critical to Utah's biggest cities
· UT: Invasive zebra mussels have made their way to the Utah portion of the Colorado River
Tijuana River: San Diego County names first Pollution Crisis Chief to tackle Tijuana River sewage crisis
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April 26–27, 2027: WRRC 2027 Annual Conference to Highlight Water Conservation and Innovation
Webinar Recording: From Data to Decisions: Applying Climate and Remote Sensing Tools for Drought Monitoring and Resource Evaluations delivered by staff from the Desert Research Institute and the Bureau of Land Management
WRRC Weekly Wave: Oct. 30 | Oct. 23 | Oct. 16 | Oct. 9 | Oct. 2
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Hegseth issues new directive to hasten U.S. military’s counter-drone pursuits
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth and Service Secretaries Speak on Autonomous Warfare at AUSA
Hegseth: Autonomous Warfare Command Has Always Been End State
DOW Accelerates Counter-UAS Employment to Defend American Airspace Sovereignty
DOW Executes White House Strategy for a New Golden Age of Science
Joint Interagency Task Force 401 Marks One Year of Accelerating Counter-UAS Capabilities
DOT, DOW, DHS Join Forces to Protect Southern Border Airspace
Framework Agreement to Surge Counter-Drone Production to 25,000 Precision Interceptors Annually
DOW's Project Agincourt Accelerates Autonomous Warfare Command to Drive Battlefield Adaptation at Scale
Assistant Secretary Says There's 'Exceptional Interest' in the Next Great American Base
· Next Great American Base Fact Sheet
· NGAB Facts and FAQ
· ASW(EI&E) Letter to the Nation's Governors and the Adjutants General
· Pentagon will pick new US base location by June 2027, prioritizing 4 requirements
· Pentagon wants states to bid on the ‘next great American base’
Pentagon eyes 'public-private partnerships' to help fund FORTRESS America homeland base plan
Caine Says Super Intelligence Is a Strategic Priority
Assistant Secretary Says New Infrastructure Initiatives Are a 'National Calling'
Systems Selected for JIATF 401 Directed-Energy Counter-Drone Pilot Program
Is the Pentagon’s demand signal for drones working? It depends on who you ask.
From directed energy to AI and hardening, JIATF-401 is widening counter-UAS options
Pentagon names 4 directed-energy weapons for counter-drone program at US bases
Pentagon picks 4 vendors for counter-drone directed energy pilot program
Is the Pentagon’s demand signal for drones working? It depends on who you ask.
Pentagon AI oversight office struggles to keep pace with department’s ambitions, GAO finds
Lessons for CENTCOM from counter-drone experiments in the Arizona desert
Battling sand and wind, Pentagon evaluates counter-drone tech at southern border exercise
DOW Accelerates Counter-UAS Employment to Defend American Airspace Sovereignty
Anduril to Build New Submarine Component Facility
Super Hornets Sortie with Blackbeard Missiles in Latest Test
GAO Report on Precision Navigation Systems
Report to Congress on Environmental Remediation of PFAS
How the Pentagon wants to buy cyber outcomes, not equipment
New tactical comms system for US ground troops aims to break network silos
New Montana "Super Range" Complex Could Add Critical Weapons Testing Capacity
Pentagon needs $50B for mass drone production, Hegseth says
How autonomous weapons are changing the way brigades fight
Hegseth, service secretaries discuss ‘generational change’ of Autonomous Warfare Command
US Air Force, Army eye industry access on test ranges
Musk to help lead Pentagon team studying the future of war
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· REPI Program Advances Readiness, Fosters Lasting Partnerships, and Welcomes New Leadership
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612th ACOMS advances deployable command-and-control capability in New Mexico
DAF awards ARRW production contract, establishes new hypersonic capabilities
US Air Force wants AI to assist aerial refueling
USAF Confirms Bombers Could Have A Major Air-To-Air Combat Role
Air Force needs 1,509 combat-ready jets by 2035, service tells Congress
Air, Space Forces pick up research pace for orbital cargo delivery
AF This week in Photos: Oct. 30 | Oct. 23 | Oct. 16 | Oct. 8 | Oct. 2 
[bookmark: _Toc139290534][bookmark: _Toc139290644][bookmark: _Toc139291405][bookmark: _Toc139291575][bookmark: _Toc139291727][bookmark: _Toc142033657][bookmark: _Toc142078814][bookmark: _Toc144806409][bookmark: _Toc144832084][bookmark: _Toc144832259][bookmark: _Toc144832322][bookmark: _Toc147496151][bookmark: _Toc149916450][bookmark: _Toc149922567][bookmark: _Toc152563726][bookmark: _Toc155260140][bookmark: _Toc155266269][bookmark: _Toc157786334][bookmark: _Toc163555311][bookmark: _Toc163584224][bookmark: _Toc163585892][bookmark: _Toc166002358][bookmark: _Toc166068001][bookmark: _Toc166077756][bookmark: _Toc168059606][bookmark: _Toc168066793][bookmark: _Toc170743908][bookmark: _Toc173433102][bookmark: _Toc173559820][bookmark: _Toc176276509][bookmark: _Toc181607084][bookmark: _Toc181607143][bookmark: _Toc205193576][bookmark: _Toc205193633][bookmark: _Toc205202520][bookmark: _Toc205202601][bookmark: _Toc207792116][bookmark: _Toc207793023][bookmark: _Toc207885197][bookmark: _Toc210321894][bookmark: _Toc210322262][bookmark: _Toc210402177][bookmark: _Toc213083510][bookmark: _Toc213165123][bookmark: _Toc213165171][bookmark: _Toc215588972][bookmark: _Toc215589027][bookmark: _Toc223434058][bookmark: _Toc226389291][bookmark: _Toc231553825][bookmark: _Toc231911322][bookmark: _Toc239341727][bookmark: _Toc239414150][bookmark: _Toc241847155][bookmark: _Toc244600373][bookmark: _Toc244612288]Army 
Report to Congress on the U.S. Army's Infantry Squad Vehicle
Army launches Project Gatekeeper to accelerate commercial software adoption, streamline cybersecurity accreditation
Future Focused: Vice Chief of Staff of the Army Details Army Autonomy Advancements
New contract awards support Army Next Generation Command and Control software delivery to I Corps
Army releases 'How the Army Fights' operational warfighting guidance
Army announces Futures and Autonomous Systems Command
Army converts Futures and Concepts Command to Futures and Autonomy Command
US Army hackathon sets backdrop for an AUSA focused on autonomy
US Army to stand up command for unmanned and autonomous warfare
How autonomous weapons are changing the way brigades fight
US Army expands drone marketplace to 33 nations 
‘Ground is hard’: Autonomous ground vehicles overcome challenges to provide new capabilities
Army’s new command plans to streamline autonomous warfare acquisition
Army to establish new autonomy command, acquisition executive
Army selects Project Griffin partners to accelerate SI-enabled cyber defense
Army announces selection for Future Interceptor program
Killer balloons an option as US Army seeks to ‘exploit the stratosphere’
US Army looks to high-flying balloons to help see, strike along front lines with China
US Army long-range fires make a splash on the frontline with China
Army unit experimenting with small drones for 'tailored cyber effects' 
Hegseth uses AUSA spotlight to push autonomy, 'generational' defense investment
A shifting landscape: Where the US Army moved in 2026 and what may be on the horizon
US Army fields new system for sweeping munitions planning, management
Recap: Autonomy dominates the US Army’s 2026 conference in Washington
As critical mineral deadline looms, Army expects to feel 'some impact'
Continuing resolution is 'biggest challenge' for Army Pacific Command
US Army targets 2028 for first high-energy laser counter-drone weapons
Army converts Futures and Concepts Command to Futures and Autonomy Command
Army again tweaks acquisition structure to remove unwanted layer of bureaucracy
Acting army secretary announces 'manufacturing rodeo' to tackle 'weak links' in supply chain
‘Noticeable shift in warfare’: US Army undersecretary on the lessons of modern combat
US Army creates robotics technician job to focus on drone warfare
US Army helicopter pilots test new in-flight ‘relief’ system
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Report to Congress on Marine Corps Amphibious Combat Vehicle
U.S. Marine Corps Stands Up First NMESIS Anti-ship Missile Battalion
'No Marine Fights Alone'
Marine Corps Base Strengthens Wildfire Response With Drones
Future cost, use of Marine Corps ACVs scrutinized in congressional report
MCAS Yuma officials hold open house regarding water well sampling
Marine Corps plans new warfighter test for future generals
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The New Federation of American Shipyards
Navy Civilianizes Six Former Flag Billets, Reduces Six to Captains
Navy Sees 10-year High For Class A Aviation, Afloat Mishaps
US Navy reports highest number of Class A aviation, afloat mishaps in 10 years
Acting Secretary of the Navy Appoints Mr. Christopher Miller to Lead Robotic and Autonomous Systems Portfolio
Navy Flies Drones Without GPS, Lands Autonomously on Moving Ships
Unmanned Aerial Refueler Remotely Controlled By At-Sea Aircraft Carrier Control Station
Navy Demonstrates Successful Drone Ship Landing Without GPS
Navy Accepts Next-Generation Aircraft to Modernize Strategic Communications
Naval Unmanned Helicopters Get Second Life
US Navy wants more visible role for drone boats as one deploys for the first time
A ‘super’ rebrand: Navy mandates dropping ‘artificial intelligence’
Mine hunting goes remote as the Navy replaces minesweepers with robots
Commander, Navy Installations Command Celebrates 23 Years as Foundation of Navy Readiness
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: Oct. 26, 2026
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Space Force activates command to support military special operations
Space Force picks two companies to build new ‘space-to-space’ satellites by 2028
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$1 Billion in Funding Across the Nation to Help Communities Recover from Recent Disasters and Strengthen Resilience Against Future Disasters 
$250 Million in Federal Funds to Secure America from Unlawful Drones
Western Governors congratulate Cameron Hamilton on confirmation as FEMA Administrator, urge state consultation
FEMA Advisory: First-of-its-Kind Study Provides Insights into Challenges Facing Emergency Management Agencies Across the Nation
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
· $400 Million Funding Opportunity to Empower American Communities to Reduce Flood Risk. FEMA will host a webinar on Nov. 4 from 2-3:30 p.m. ET to assist with applications. Application period is open Oct. 22, 2026 – Feb. 26, 2027. View on Grants.gov.
· FEMA recently recorded informational webinar on FY 2026 Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current funding opportunity. This $600 million opportunity helps states, territories and Tribal Nations make their communities safer from flooding. States, tribes or territories must have received a flood-related emergency or major disaster declaration between June 1, 2025, and May 31, 2027, to qualify. Local governments interested in this funding opportunity should contact their State Hazard Mitigation Officer.
· FEMA Announces $7.4 million for State, Territory Dam Safety Programs
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CISA Unveils New Strategy to Strengthen National Cyber Defense and Critical Infrastructure Security
New partnership formed to share cyber threat intel with water utilities
Federal Agencies Lag on Networked Device Cybersecurity Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc215588979][bookmark: _Toc215589034][bookmark: _Toc223434065][bookmark: _Toc226389298][bookmark: _Toc231553832][bookmark: _Toc231911329][bookmark: _Toc239341734][bookmark: _Toc239414157][bookmark: _Toc241847162][bookmark: _Toc244600380][bookmark: _Toc244612295]Wildfire
December 7–11: The Beneficial Fire Summit, in San Diego, California, will provide a collaborative space for the wildland fire community to share applied knowledge, strengthen relationships, and identify opportunities to advance beneficial fire.
STATES
CA: California Releases First Statewide Interagency Strategy for Reforestation
CA: October 1, 2026 North Coast Meeting Recap
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Transportation Secretary Addresses NBAA-BACE, Announces Major AAM Milestone
Secretary Duffy Announces Five Actions to Accelerate Commercial Space Licensing 
DOT, DOW, DHS Join Forces to Protect Southern Border Airspace
· Federal Aviation Administration bans unauthorized drones along US-Mexico border
DOT AI program Easing Flight Traffic, Control Tower Headaches—But Still Dems Oppose
Transportation works to ease fears about new AI air traffic control tool
Airports Latch Onto ATC Modernization
Supersonic aircraft maker Boom will build turbines to power data centers at new factory in Centennial
First-Ever Special Airworthiness Market Survey Certificate for eVTOL Aircraft
Douglas Municipal Airport to restore historic hangar with grant 
New Mexico’s First Advanced Air Mobility Demonstration Flight Under eVTOL Integration Program
San Diego Airport's aircraft noise management strategy
Video: Connecting Utah with All-Electric Aviation
UDOT takes transportation to the next level with all-electric aircraft demonstration
UDOT Takes Transportation to the Next Level with All-Electric Aircraft Demonstration
Utah DOT Supports Two Advanced Air Mobility Tests
Utah Takes Center Stage in the Future of Autonomous Aviation
FAA
FAA Rulemaking Publications:
· Lightning Hazard Mitigation Burden-Reducing Exception. Send comments on or before Nov. 4, 2026
· Simplifying Physical Containment Requirements. Send comments on or before Nov. 4, 2026
· Streamlining Flight Safety Analysis Methodology Means of Compliance. Send comments on or before Nov. 4, 2026
· Overpressure Blast Effects Analysis Burden Reducing Clarification. Send comments on or before Nov. 4, 2026
· Digital Modernization for Licensing Electronic Application Submissions. Send comments on or before Nov. 4, 2026
Major Milestone in Administration's Successful eVTOL Pilot Program
First-Ever Special Airworthiness Market Survey Certificate for eVTOL Aircraft
New Mexico’s First Advanced Air Mobility Demonstration Flight Under eVTOL Integration Program
FAA Issues First eVTOL Special Airworthiness Certificate
Inside the Race to Secure FAA Aviation Airwaves
FAA Releases Draft Vertiport Design Standards for AAM
FAA Releases Draft Design Standards for Vertical Flight Facilities
US FAA looks to streamline rules for commercial space launches
DRONES
FAA Funds Drone Research to Support Safe Integration
Drone as First Responder Programs Lead Public Safety Technology Investment Plans, Report Details
FAA Bans Drones Within a Nautical Mile of the U.S.-Mexico Border
$250 Million in Federal Funds to Secure America from Unlawful Drones
How drones are changing the way California firefighters respond to emergencies
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Assistant Secretary Roth Applauds FCC Vote to Advance NTIA’s Identification of Spectrum in the 1675 MHz Band
The Final Frontier: How NTIA is Advancing American Space Leadership Ahead of WRC-27
FCC Proposes to Modernize Leasing Rules for D2D Services
FCC Aims to Auction 25 Megahertz of Prime, Mid-Band Spectrum
DOJ Says FCC Spectrum Licenses Have No Property Rights: $230 Billion at Stake
FCC to vote on auctioning spectrum, move could benefit Amazon, SpaceX
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Secretary Rollins and NASA Administrator Isaacman Sign MOU to Advance USDA Data Modernization Plan
NOAA wants better forecasts. First, it needs to rethink how it handles weather data
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FEDERAL
Fact Sheet: Trump Administration Announces the Most Ambitious Set of Science Initiatives This Century
Proclamation: Adjusting Imports of Wind Turbines and Their Parts and Components into the United States
The Economic Benefits of Permitting Reform
DOE: Energy Department Designates Helium as Critical Material to Strengthen American Manufacturing and Supply Chain Security 
DOI: Interior Department Announces Historic Tax Credit Program Generated $9.2 Billion in Gross Domestic Product and Supported 163,000 Jobs in FY 2025
DHS: Under President Trump and Secretary Mullin, DHS announces lowest fiscal year border crossings in American history 
EPA: EPA Spotlights Historic Environmental Wins Delivered at Record Pace
EPA: EPA Details Record $1.6 Trillion in Savings Finalized in Past Year Through Historic Deregulatory Agenda 
USDA: A judge just put USDA’s employee relocation plans on ice
USACE: USACE modernizes national dredging delivery through enterprise execution
USACE: Inside the Castle - Ep. 176 - Deepening Our Arteries: Reforming National Dredging
STATES
· AZ: Governor Hobbs Announces Statewide Effort to Secure United States Space Academy for Arizona
· AZ: Governor Hobbs and Arizona Tribal Leaders Oppose Federal Government’s Rollback of Cultural and Historic Preservation Protections
· CA: California Opens $28M in Electric Vehicle Fast Charger Incentives
· CA: Newsom vetoes tribal bills days after signing California apology
· CA: Gov. Newsom vetoes Indigenous Water Rights bill, disappointing tribes
· CO: Governor Polis, Lt. Governor Primavera, the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and the Southern Ute Indian Tribe Condemn Trump Administration Decision to Strip Protections of Bear Ears National Monument
· CO: Strengthening our Aerospace Industry: Governor Polis and Office of Economic Development and International Trade Celebrate Boom Supersonic Expansion in Colorado
· CO: Governor Polis and State Leaders Announce Colorado’s Bid to Host United States Space Academy
· CO: Governor Polis Announces Advisory Committee for Bid to Host the U.S. Space Academy
· UT: Gov. Cox Signs Executive Order Establishing Utah’s Pro-Human Approach to AI in State Government
· UT: Executive Order 2026-08 - Establishing Utah’s Pro-Human Approach to Artificial Intelligence in State Government 
· Cox’s ‘pro-human AI’ order directs state government to use ‘responsible’ artificial intelligence
· Utah governor's ‘pro-human AI’ order directs state government to use ‘responsible’ artificial intelligence
TRIBAL
· Tribal Sustainability Leaders Fellowship Program is a partnership between the SPIKE Center for Sustainability Education and the Center for Native American and Indigenous Studies (CNAIS) at the University of Colorado Boulder. 
· USDA Announces Tribal Advisory Committee Appointments and Opens Nominations for Additional Members
· Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs tours Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians economic development projects
· President Nygren Submits Written State of the Nation During Fall Session
DATA CENTERS
· Data centers are now the largest financial bet in US history
· Army wants to avoid 'mistakes' on pushback over data centers
· How state CIOs are impacting the data center conversation
· AZ: Data center costs divide Corporation Commission candidates
· AZ: Arizona utilities scramble to keep up as data center boom drives rapid expansion of the power grid 
· AZ: Arizona could end up relying more on natural gas as data centers demand more energy
· AZ: Arizona AG Kris Mayes to host town hall about data center development concerns
· CA: California data centers increasingly under fire at the local level
· CA: Santa Clara wants better water, air standards for data centers
· CA: Riverbank could extend data center moratorium for months
· CA: San Joaquin County halts new data center approvals amid water, power concerns
· CA: Santa Clara, California’s Capital of Data Centers, Weighs More Regulations
· CO: How one city balances its economy and community needs on data centers
· CO: Local governments in Colorado enact moratoriums on data center development
· NV: Advocates raise concerns over Nevada data center expansion, cite water and energy use
· NV: 57% of Nevadans oppose new data centers as larger water concerns grow
· NM: Governor issues statement on Trump administration move to roll back federal methane rules
· UT: Iron County adopts new rules for data centers
· UT: Agency that pushed Kevin O'Leary's data center grilled by lawmakers
· UT: Utah data centers: Most Utahns oppose new data centers, Utah State survey shows
INFRASTRUCTURE
Over $2.3 Billion into Rail Infrastructure and Safety Across America
Over $1.24 Billion into Safety Upgrades Across America’s Rail System
$1.6 Billion in Emergency Rescue Funds to Repair State Roads and Bridges Damaged by Natural Disasters Across U.S. 
$1.01 Billion to Build Safer Roads for American Families in All 50 States
Half a Billion into Modernizing America’s Ports, Bolstering Supply Chains
$426 Million to Eliminate Bottlenecks and Congested Highways Across U.S.
Trump’s Transportation Department Hosts Freight Leaders at FLOW Annual Meeting to Unleash Innovation Across America’s Supply Chains
Trump’s Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy Modernizes LNG Regulations to Secure American Energy Dominance
Western Governors provide input on the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Request for Information on America’s Great Corridors of Commerce
County-to-County Travel Time Database Expands to 2025 
How Colorado's Wildlife Mitigation Efforts—Including the Largest Animal Crossing Overpass in North America—Are Making Everyone Safer
· CA: California ZEV Sales Maintain Strong Performance in Q3 as 12,000 Drivers Benefit from New State Incentive
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