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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission.  This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions.  If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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November 21st WRP Energy Committee webinar highlighting energy from a state perspective. This webinar will begin at 9 am and conclude by 11 am Pacific. This webinar will feature presentations by WGA and the states of Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico and Utah to learn of their current energy-related priorities. Click here to RSVP.

WRP Energy Webinar – October 29th
October 29th WRP Energy Committee webinar featuring the DOE’s Office of Community Engagement (OCE). This webinar will begin at 1:30 pm and conclude by 2:30 pm Pacific. OCE serves as the central hub for DOE’s engagement efforts. OCE helps to connect communities with expertise and resources. Click here to RSVP.

WRP Webinar recording: USGS NLI Program
Tim Newman, National Land Imaging Program Coordinator, USGS, provided information on the Landsat Program and the Landsat Next mission. Landsat is the most-used land imaging data set by Federal agencies. The webinar recording link.

WRP Tribal Engagement COmmitteee (TEC)
WRP Tribal Engagement Committee call on October 25 10 am Pacific). This call includes two featured presentations: Overview of Executive Order 14112 by PoQueen Rivera, Acting Executive Director, White House Council on Native American Affairs at the Department of Interior (DOI); and 2024 Sentinel Landscapes Update and Opportunities for Engagement by Allegra Wrocklage, DOD REPI Program Contract Support.
Please click here to RSVP.

WRP 2024 Report
2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report documents the work of WRP conducted in support of the WRP Strategic Priority, “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster” and includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives.

WRP Deep-Dives
At the 2024 WRP Principals’ Meeting, Principals affirmed continuing the WRP Priority “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster” for one more year. In support of this priority are the following Deep-Dives:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
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Future Directions for the U.S. Geological Survey's Energy Resources Program
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· FERC Acts to Improve Reliability by Closing Supply Chain Cyber Risk Management Gaps
· FERC Issues Notice Extending Time for Comments on Whether to Conduct a Rulemaking to Revise the Large Generator Interconnection Procedures
· New eComment Changes Give Public Greater Access to FERC
· FERC issues Agenda for Commissioner-Led Reliability Technical Conference
· September 2024 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 8
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Planning the future of America’s vast electric grid
$430 Million to Upgrade America’s Hydropower Infrastructure
Navigating DOE Resources with the Office of Community Engagement
The State Energy Program will open their final round of direct technical assistance (TA) for the year between Oct. 1– 15, 2024
Interconnection Innovation e-Xchange program released a request for information (RFI) to gather input on a draft distributed energy resource interconnection roadmap. Responses by October 7.
DOE Announces Intent to Issue $8 Million in New Grid Modernization Funding Opportunity
WINDExchange Advances Wind Energy Equity with New Research and Interactive Tools
DOE announced over $3 billion for 25 selected projects  to boost the domestic production of advanced batteries and battery materials. Battery Materials Processing Grants: BIL 40207 (b) and Battery Manufacturing and Recycling Grants: BIL 40207 (c) programs.  
DOE’s 2023 Hydropower Market Reports notes domestic hydropower generation comprised more than six percent of total electricity generation and almost 30 percent of renewable energy generation.  Article: Domestic hydroelectricity generation flows forward
$40 Million to Support a Domestic Solar Supply Chain
DOE Partners With 25 New Coastal, Remote, and Island Communities to Advance Local Energy Resilience Goals
A new interactive map has been added to the WINDExchange website offers several layers you can turn on or off to help developers, decision makers, and local stakeholders better understand the role of equity in wind energy development amidst the industry’s continued growth.   
Oct. 17, 2024, 10-11 a.m. ET | Webinar: Using eDNA for Wind Energy and Wildlife Studies  
DOI -BLM
New Onshore Renewable Energy Progress in Nevada to Create Jobs and Lower Energy Costs
Administration leaders announce new onshore renewable energy progress in Nevada to create jobs and lower energy costs
BLM advances multistate power line, Nevada solar project
BLM clears huge transmission link, solar-storage project in Nevada
Plan for Solar on Public Lands Sparks Enthusiasm and Misgivings in Different Corners of the West
Federal plans to open up the desert for massive solar farms has angered environmentalists
Commentary: Striving for solar development balance on Nevada public lands
Fierce opposition meets plan to open 12M acres of Nevada land to solar arrays
Greenlink North Transmission Project in White Pine, Eureka, Lander, Churchill, & Lyon Counties, Nevada. 89 FR 73429 - Notice of Availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Proposed Resource... 
Feds want to open 1/10th of Utah for solar energy development. The state and environmentalists aren't so sure. 
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CA:  October 2, 2024 10-11:00 am PT | Permitting Renewable Energy Projects in California: The CEC’s Opt-In Certification Program, 
CO: Round 4 of the Microgrids for Community Resilience (MCR) Construction and Planning Grants is now open.
CO: DOLA is among 20 nationwide applicants to receive funding from the Transmission Siting and Economic Development Grants to support communities in Southeastern Colorado affected by the Three Corners Connector transmission project.
CO: Governor Polis Discusses Colorado’s Clean Energy Leadership at Global Leaders Energy Summit
CO: Polis Administration Announces Solid Power Planned Expansion in Colorado: 
CO: Governor Polis and Colorado Energy Office Celebrate $50 Million for Clean Battery Manufacturing in Colorado
NM: Can The Renewable Goose Lay A Golden Egg In New Mexico
UT: New Utah solar energy park, one of the largest in the U.S., could power 88,000 homes
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FERC Issues Notice Regarding Consultation with Federally Recognized Tribes on Whether to Conduct a Rulemaking to Revise the pro forma Large Generator Interconnection Procedures
$72.8 Million Loan Guarantee to Build Solar-Plus-Storage Microgrid on Tribal Lands
$44 Million for Clean Energy Planning and Deployment on Tribal Lands
Clean energy coming to Hopi Tribe through $6M investment
DOE announced $18.8 million in funding to six American Indian and Alaska Native communities.
$71 Million to Electrify Homes Across Indian Country with Clean Energy
New fund for advancement of tribal clean energy sets $100 million goal
Federally recognized Tribes and Alaska Native Villages can now apply for technical assistance to support strategic transmission planning. Established through Tribal input to DOE, the new Tribal Nation Transmission Program provides educational resources, training, and on-call support from technical experts and researchers at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory.
Tribes can also join the Inclusive Transmission Planning project, recently launched in partnership by the DOE Grid Deployment Office and Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. This project is focused on integrating equity in the transmission planning process and builds on the Principles Of Equitable Transmission Planning report. Join a Tribal listening session on Nov. 6th 
DOE announced the closing of a $72.8 million loan guarantee to finance the development of a solar-plus-long-duration-energy-storage microgrid. The microgrid will be located on the Tribal lands of the Viejas (Baron Long) Group of Capitan Grande Band of Mission Indians of the Viejas Reservation near Alpine, California. Article 
Economic potential of wind and solar in American Indian communities
Streamlining energy regulations on Native American reservations could help alleviate poverty
Hopi Nation to receive $20 million for solar power project
Funding Opportunities:
· Through the new $25 million funding opportunity announcement, the DOE Office of Indian Energy anticipates making approximately 20–40 awards that range from $100,000 to $2,500,000 for projects that support the planning, assessment, and development of clean energy for Tribal buildings or on Tribal lands. Applications are due Jan. 23, 2025. Download the funding opportunity announcement to apply. informational webinar on Oct. 24, 2024 at 3 p.m. ET, with more details on the funding opportunity and how to apply.
· Tribal Clean Energy Funding Opportunities
· Notice of Intent: $30 Million To Support Tribal Clean Energy Planning and Development
· October 18, 2024: $120 Million Bureau of Indian Affairs Tribal Climate Resilience Annual Awards Program
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Several clean energy programs are in the works in the Mountain West
SunZia:  America’s Biggest Renewable Project Is Nearly Finished
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Readout of First-Ever White House Summit on Extreme Heat 
A U.S. Framework for Climate Resilience and Security
FACT SHEET: Administration Announces New Investments to Protect Freshwater Resources, Enhance Drought and Climate Resilience
Environmental Hazards: A Framework for Risk-Informed Decision-Making  GAO-24-107595, September 23
FACT SHEET: Administration Takes Further Action to Strengthen and Secure Critical Mineral Supply Chains 
[bookmark: _Toc163555291][bookmark: _Toc163584204][bookmark: _Toc163585872][bookmark: _Toc166002339][bookmark: _Toc166067982][bookmark: _Toc166077737][bookmark: _Toc168059586][bookmark: _Toc168066773][bookmark: _Toc170743888][bookmark: _Toc157786317][bookmark: _Toc149916429][bookmark: _Toc149922546][bookmark: _Toc144806393][bookmark: _Toc144832067][bookmark: _Toc144832243][bookmark: _Toc144832306][bookmark: _Toc147496136][bookmark: _Toc139290511][bookmark: _Toc139290621][bookmark: _Toc139291383][bookmark: _Toc139291552][bookmark: _Toc139291705][bookmark: _Toc142033634][bookmark: _Toc142078791][bookmark: _Toc144806387][bookmark: _Toc144832061][bookmark: _Toc144832237][bookmark: _Toc144832300][bookmark: _Toc147496131][bookmark: _Toc149916423][bookmark: _Toc149922540][bookmark: _Toc152563703][bookmark: _Toc155260115][bookmark: _Toc155266244][bookmark: _Toc157786312][bookmark: _Toc163555287][bookmark: _Toc163584200][bookmark: _Toc163585868][bookmark: _Toc166002335][bookmark: _Toc166067978][bookmark: _Toc166077733][bookmark: _Toc168059582][bookmark: _Toc168066769][bookmark: _Toc170743884][bookmark: _Toc173433077][bookmark: _Toc173559797][bookmark: _Toc176276483][bookmark: _Toc142033632][bookmark: _Toc139290509][bookmark: _Toc139290619][bookmark: _Toc139291381][bookmark: _Toc139291550][bookmark: _Toc139291703][bookmark: _Toc138863480][bookmark: _Toc138947925][bookmark: _Toc138948880]EPA
EPA launched the Climate Resilience and Adaptation Funding Toolbox. 
Persistent Chemicals: Additional EPA Actions Could Help Public Water Systems Address PFAS in Drinking Water GAO-24-106523, September 24 
Water System Upgrades Could Require More Than $1 Trillion Over Next 20 Years
Funding Opportunities:  
· October 8, 2024 | Understanding Water Quality through Monitoring Activities
· October 10, 2024 | $3.48 Million for Tribes to Build Environmental Protection Capacity
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Secretary Haaland Announces Removal of Apache Trout, Arizona’s State Fish, from Endangered Species List Due to Collaborative Conservation Efforts
Secretary Haaland Celebrates Major Accomplishment for Species Conservation, in Arizona
Unleashing the Science: Interior Department Supports Scientific Integrity with Updated Policies
$157 Million for Wetland Conservation Projects and National Wildlife Refuges
$92 Million to Restore and Protect Rivers and Other Aquatic Habitats
$24 Million to Restore Our Nation’s Lands and Waters
$9.9 Million to Address Legacy Pollution and Spur Economic Growth in Colorado
New Economic Development Report Offers Roadmap for Strengthening Community-Led Opportunities in Sustainable Forest Products and Outdoor Recreation in Forest Communities
Progress for Colorado River System Health, Signs Five New Water Conservation Agreements
Draft Outline for First National Nature Assessment
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· BLM issues management plan for Río Grande del Norte National Monument
· BLM issues final analysis for proposed Rhyolite Ridge lithium mine in Nevada
· Utah’s Watershed Restoration Initiative receives $24.6 million grant from BLM
· A Nevada Lithium Mine Nears Approval, Despite Threatening the Only Habitat of an Endangered Wildflower
· Feds poised to approve lithium mine entangled with endangered flower
· Biden Administration Nears Approval for Ioneer's Nevada Lithium Mine
· Enviros: Wildflower doomed with BLM mine approval
· Ioneer's big Nevada lithium build one step closer
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Annual razorback sucker harvest will occur as Reclamation lowers Lake Mohave water level
Funding Opportunities:  
· October 7, 2024 - WaterSMART Drought Response Program: Drought Resiliency Projects for Fiscal Year 2025
· November 13, 2024 - WaterSMART Grants: Water and Energy Efficiency Grants for Fiscal Year 2024
· March 11, 2025  - WaterSMART Environmental Water Resources Projects 2024
· $43.5 Million Available for Water Storage Projects in the West
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Understanding how anglers view hatchery vs wild trout
$157 Million in Funding for Wetland Conservation Projects and National Wildlife Refuges
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 Funding Opportunites
· Nov 4, 2024 | FY2025 Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) - NOAA Fisheries Citizen Science Funding Opportunity 
· Jan 9, 2025  - FY24 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Coastal Zone Management Habitat Protection and Restoration Competition: Full Application
· Jan 31, 2025  - FY25 NOAA Marine Debris Removal under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
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NPS issued a new Policy Memorandum affirming its commitments and obligations to advance landscape and seascape conservation and connectivity of species and ecological processes. 
$254 Million for Local Parks, Largest Investment Ever in Program’s History
Interior announced the single largest grant investment ever from the Land and Water Conservation Fund’s Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program (ORLP). Through ORLP, NPS will invest $254.68 million into 54 projects in 24 states for the redevelopment or creation of new local parks.   
National Parks Contributed Record High $55.6 Billion to U.S. economy, Supported 415,000 Jobs in 2023
[bookmark: _Toc176276490]USDA
Conservation Reserve Program: Improving How USDA Selects Land Could Increase Environmental Benefits  GAO-24-106311, September 25
USDA - NRCS
New Fiscal Year 2025 Funding for Agricultural Conservation Easements
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USDA Invests $100 Million to Expand Work to Confront the Wildfire Crisis
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Arizona Joins Federal, Tribal and Non-Governmental Conservation Partners in Celebrating Apache Trout Delisting
Part of Santa Cruz River close to becoming urban wildlife refuge
Apache trout no longer 'threatened' thanks to work of tribe, partners
AZGFD and its Arizona partners put record $24 million into wildlife conservation in 2023
The New Age of Water in Arizona
Customers Sue an Arizona Water District Amid Drought and Surging Demand 
California
DWR has released the latest editions in a series of reports that cover the work of the State Water Project (SWP).
DWR has released two more papers: Techniques for Estimating Interconnected Surface Water Depletion Caused by Groundwater Use and Examples for Estimating Interconnected Surface Water Depletion Caused by Groundwater Use
Levee Breach Marks Completion of the Delta’s Largest-ever Tidal Wetland Restoration Project
Delta’s largest-ever tidal wetland restoration project completed, reducing flood risk and supporting wildlife
California cracks down on another Central Valley farm area for groundwater depletion
Governor Newsom adapts state’s drought response to changing conditions, continues action to support recovery and build resilience
Governor Newsom signs bills to fix failing sewer systems, help connect more people to clean drinking water
California distributes over $48 million to protect, restore, and improve coasts and watersheds
State supports projects to bolster drinking water systems and climate resilience in nearly 400 California communities
California marks 10 years of safeguarding vital groundwater supplies
Making Groundwater Sustainability a Reality in California
California Water Data Consortium Town Hall: Join CWDC’s virtual Public Town Hall to discuss the latest water data management and transparency developments at the CWDC.
California’s progress during the 10 years since the implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) is outlined in a new article from Western Water.
The Key to Fix California’s Inadequate Water Storage? Put Water Underground, Scientists Say
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife is holding a series of webinars next month ahead of the release of the Wildlife Connectivity Advance Mitigation Guidelines. The final webinar, on Tuesday, Oct. 15, will cover regional conservation investment strategies.
On October. 9, the State Water Resources Control Board will host a virtual workshop for public entities and individuals interested in diverting floodwaters for groundwater recharge. 
Proposals to Build California’s First Carbon Storage Facilities Face a Key Test
DWR has released a supporting document for California Water Plan Update 2023 that describes the approach used to identify and recommend a preliminary set of water-related indicators. The Watershed Hub Resilience Indicators and Metrics report details processes that can be used to measure, track, and report on changing conditions throughout California’s watersheds 
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Colorado Takes Big Step to Protect Its Clean Water
Colorado Sets Strong Protections for 15 Rivers
[bookmark: _Toc176276498]New Mexico
The New Mexico Water Data Initiative just released their plan for 2024. This plan covers goals, targets, metrics and budgetary resources needed to fully implement the Act. 
2024 Plan: New Mexico Water Data Initiative is final
Water-challenged state uses AI, satellites to find leaks
Water Can’t Wait is a public education campaign to elevate water issues in New Mexico.
BernCo is pleased to announce the public launch of the Bernalillo County Groundwater Public Dashboard.
UTAH
Gov. Cox appoints and Senate confirms Joel Ferry as new water agent
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BLM announces steps to improve engagement with Tribes, public on mineral development
Navajo President Buu Nygren tells U.S. Senate Committee on Indian Affairs two water settlements end decades of litigation, brings certainty to tribes
Catalyzing new opportunities in the Jemez Mountains: Reflections on the Tri-Pueblo Coalition’s successful efforts to gain co-stewardship access on ancestral lands
$17 Million to Clean Up Legacy Pollution on Tribal Lands
$300M in Grants to Tribal Nations and a U.S. Territory to Cut Climate Pollution and Accelerate Clean Energy Transition
After 9 Years of Work, Chumash Tribe Finally Seals Protection of CA Marine Reserve Bigger Than Yosemite
· Funding Opportunities:    
· October 18, 2024 | FY24 Funding to Support Tribal Climate Resilience
· October 31, 2024 | Tribal Engagement in Regional Ocean Partnership Priorities


[bookmark: _Toc138863500][bookmark: _Toc138947941][bookmark: _Toc138948896][bookmark: _Toc139290526][bookmark: _Toc139290636][bookmark: _Toc139291398][bookmark: _Toc139291567][bookmark: _Toc139291720][bookmark: _Toc142033649][bookmark: _Toc142078806][bookmark: _Toc144806399][bookmark: _Toc144832073][bookmark: _Toc144832249][bookmark: _Toc144832312][bookmark: _Toc147496143][bookmark: _Toc149916441][bookmark: _Toc149922558][bookmark: _Toc152563718][bookmark: _Toc155260130][bookmark: _Toc155266259][bookmark: _Toc157786326][bookmark: _Toc163555301][bookmark: _Toc163584214][bookmark: _Toc163585882][bookmark: _Toc166002349][bookmark: _Toc166067992][bookmark: _Toc166077747][bookmark: _Toc168059598][bookmark: _Toc168066785][bookmark: _Toc170743900][bookmark: _Toc173433093][bookmark: _Toc173559811][bookmark: _Toc176276500]Regional Updates 
Translating Science To Action in Southern California’s Montane Forests
A new report from the Environmental Policy Innovation Center highlights how the Regional Conservation Partnership Program and its performance-based payments could herald a transformative shift in the USDA’s approach to conservation funding.
The Open Space Institute and the Land Trust Alliance announce the 2024 Land and Climate Grant Program grant awards, with 18 grants. 
The latest issue of the Park Stewardship Forum explores themes around the conservation and stewardship of complex, lived-in landscapes, highlighting insights on cross-disciplinary, collaborative, and creative approaches.
Integrating ecological connectivity into State Wildlife Action Plans
Continued innovation in collaborative landscape conservation and stewardship in the Lake Tahoe Basin
Clean Water Act: Costs of Compensatory Mitigation Activities for Losses of Aquatic Resources GAO-24-107493, September 25
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation is pleased to announce the launch of the 2025 Southwest Rivers Headwaters Fund Request for Proposals (RFP). Proposals are due October 31st.  
Predicting Catastrophic River Shifts
New Study Suggests Major Climate Reports May Be Underestimating Drought Risks
Wildlife Management Institute Newsletter
Water managers warn the Rio Grande in Albuquerque will soon dry
An analysis of the benefits from different types of forest restoration has been released by the Ecological Restoration Institute (ERI). The report determined cost-ratio benefits after looking at 160 documented observations of forest restoration efforts, including fuel treatments, such as thinning and prescribed burning. The ERI also released a fact sheet on the findings.
Water system upgrades could require more than $1 trillion over next 20 years
Drought Climate Summary August 2024
Study Suggests US Droughts, Rainy Extremes Becoming More Severe
New Study Assesses Declining Reliability of US Reservoirs. 
· Read the Study CAP Video Water Online Article
Water project financing via IIJA’s environmental finance centers
A new guidance document for basin managers and planning authorities is available from the Pacific Institute, CEO Water Mandate, and BHP. The Water Resilience Assessment Framework offers actions and strategies, along with indicators and tools, to measure and monitor progress.
Sustainable Conservation has released the Restoration Permitting Roadmap.
WestFAST
September 2024 WestFAST Newsletter:  Biden-Harris Administration: $7.5 billion in Available Financing for Water Infrastructure Projects – and  -Invests $430 Million to Upgrade America’s Hydropower Infrastructure; End of an Era: Historic Landsat 7 Mission Takes Final Images; and more.
Past WestFAST Webinars 
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WGA calls for voluntary and locally-led efforts to conserve wildlife migration corridors, habitat, and species populations
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox asks for more money, fluidity for national parks, public lands
WRRC 
WRRC Weekly Wave:  September 27, 2024  | September 20, 2024  | September 13, 2024 | September 6, 2024  
In Sept, the WRRC hosted a Water Webinar titled Using Green Stormwater Infrastructure Projects to Develop Partnerships and Address Stakeholder Needs that talked about ongoing watershed restoration work in the Town of Superior. Watch the Recording | Coleman Alley Project | More Info
Oct 31st 4:30pm MST | Special Event: WRRC Water Webinar: Living River: The Promise of the Mighty Colorado | LIMITED In-Person Registration  |  Zoom Registration  | More Info
Arizona Water for All
Study Examines Climate Over Past 485 Million Years: Judd et al. Study | U of A News Article |
Washington Post Article  
May 20–21, 2025: WRRC 2025 Annual Conference: Shared Borders, Shared Waters: Working Together in Times of Scarcity 
Webinar Recording  Features San Diego's Water Resilience 
· Municipal Water Leader Cover Story
· More Info
[bookmark: _Toc163555304][bookmark: _Toc163584217][bookmark: _Toc163585885][bookmark: _Toc166002352][bookmark: _Toc166067995][bookmark: _Toc166077750][bookmark: _Toc168059600][bookmark: _Toc168066787][bookmark: _Toc170743902][bookmark: _Toc173433096][bookmark: _Toc173559814][bookmark: _Toc176276503]WSWC
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation approved a WaterSMART award for the Western States Water Council to develop a tool to assist in processing applications. It will help enable temporary, voluntary, compensated water conservation programs, and more broadly water markets in the West, by integrating water rights and water use information on a small-scale.
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DOD Official Says Partnerships Are Key to U.S. Cyber Strategy
The Defense Science Board Posts Study Report on Climate Change and Global Security
Commission Says U.S. Needs More, Different Resources for Defense Strategy
Pentagon makes early pick for hypersonic interceptor developer
$100 Million in Grants Awarded Under the Defense Community Infrastructure Program
[bookmark: _Toc149916448][bookmark: _Toc149922565][bookmark: _Toc152563724][bookmark: _Toc155260138][bookmark: _Toc155266267][bookmark: _Toc157786332][bookmark: _Toc163555308][bookmark: _Toc163584221][bookmark: _Toc163585889][bookmark: _Toc166002356][bookmark: _Toc166067999][bookmark: _Toc166077754][bookmark: _Toc168059604][bookmark: _Toc168066791][bookmark: _Toc170743906][bookmark: _Toc173433100][bookmark: _Toc173559818][bookmark: _Toc176276507]REPI
[bookmark: _Toc139290533][bookmark: _Toc139290643][bookmark: _Toc139291404][bookmark: _Toc139291574][bookmark: _Toc139291726][bookmark: _Toc142033656][bookmark: _Toc142078813][bookmark: _Toc144806408][bookmark: _Toc144832083][bookmark: _Toc144832258][bookmark: _Toc144832321][bookmark: _Toc147496150][bookmark: _Toc149916449][bookmark: _Toc149922566][bookmark: _Toc152563725][bookmark: _Toc155260139][bookmark: _Toc155266268][bookmark: _Toc157786333][bookmark: _Toc163555310][bookmark: _Toc163584223][bookmark: _Toc163585891][bookmark: _Toc166002357][bookmark: _Toc166068000][bookmark: _Toc166077755][bookmark: _Toc168059605][bookmark: _Toc168066792][bookmark: _Toc170743907][bookmark: _Toc173433101][bookmark: _Toc173559819][bookmark: _Toc176276508][bookmark: _Toc138863510][bookmark: _Toc138947951][bookmark: _Toc138948906][bookmark: _Toc138863507][bookmark: _Toc138947948][bookmark: _Toc138948903]October 9th  from 1-2:00 PM Eastern: AICUZ and REPI Partnerships for Enhanced Land Protection webinar. Learn more on our webinar page. 
Download the newly updated REPI Resilience Project Funding Guide
USAF
Air Forces Southern welcomes new commander, activates to Service Component Command
Air Force realigns to ensure readiness, future competitiveness
Cannon AFB first to test new AFSOC Combat Readiness Inspection
DAF adapting, modernizing in today’s warfighting environment
AETC commander highlights 'mission over function' during AFA
'We can go faster' on EW reprogramming, Air Force spectrum warfare commander believes
US Air Force to retire final KC-10 tanker
Air Force elevating role of communications networks
Honeywell to demo new kinetic, soft-kill C-UAS for Air Force
Emphasis on electronic warfare a must, Air Force secretary says
Air Force secretary underlines growing Chinese power, intent as threat to Indo-Pacific
US Air Force plans to bed down 25 F-35s in FY26, report says
As Air Force mulls next-gen fighter, tanker plans hang in the balance 
How the Air Force averted a major flaw in its drone wingmen approach
New Air Mobility Boss Promises to Continue Command's Transformation
US Air Force proposes lower altitude supersonic flights in Arizona skies
New F-16 Electronic Warfare System Enters Flight Test
USAF Rethinks Whether It Needs a Manned 6th-Gen Fighter for Air Superiority
Air Force Announces New ‘Doomsday’ Command and Control Wing
Air Force Investigating 7,000-Gallon PFAS Spill at New Mexico Base
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Fort Hunter Liggett pioneers Army’s renewable-only microgrid
Army embraces Ukraine-style warfare with new all-drone unit
Salt Lake booms caused by detonations at Tooele Army Depot
Army wants to buy as many drones as it does munitions
The U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot closes after more than 80 years
Army officially deactivates Pueblo Chemical Depot with ceremony
Report: Army looks to revise helicopter training as fatal crashes rise
This Army division just ran cybersecurity for a far-away brigade
Army Secretary talks forward positioning, nimble spending for evolving force
Army reveals goals for new, large, long-range drone as it weighs industry offerings
US Army aiming for one more hypersonic weapon test by year’s end
Army air crew training revamp to look at aircraft and simulators
US Army’s next budget invests heavily in drones and electronic warfare
Soldiers Set to Get One Shoulder-Fired Round to Replace Multiple Weapons in Move to Ease Loads, Training
‘Moneyball’ for gun crews: Surprising data have Army division reshaping its gunnery training
Cheap electronic decoys providing Army units more flexibility and options on battlefield
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Marines to receive new system for zapping drone swarms out of the sky
Marines Tap Mobile 5G for Deeper Battlefield Awareness
Marines to get most significant marksmanship overhaul in 100 years
Marine Corps wants to mount high-performance computer on Reaper drones
New missile allows Marine pilots to strike far, avoid air defenses
How the Marines are changing their conduct and leadership guidance
Inside the Corps' Latest Vision for Its Marines and Their Futures 
Navy
Report to Congress on U.S. Amphibious Warship Programs
NREL Buildings Research Is Helping US Navy Make Energy Efficiency Improvements
Navy will force aviators to remain in service to complete sea tours
‘Pattern of unpreparedness’: Breakdown of third Wasp-class warship sends message of questionable readiness, analysts say
Does the Navy need sailors? A look at the future of unmanned ships
Amphibious Ship Suffers Breakdown, Marking at Least Third Navy Mechanical Issue This Year 
Navy testing autonomous flight capabilities with aerial targets
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U.S. Spacecom Commander Outlines Role of Partnerships Amid Growing Threats
Space Command leader calls for better domain awareness tools by 2027
U.S. Space Command’s commercial operations group gets expanded role
Space Futures Command Could Still Be a Year Away
Space Force to field sensors for tracking air, ground targets in 2030s
America’s Space Force Is Preparing for the Risk of War
Rescued Butterflies Helped Spread the Message of Conservation at Buckley Space Force Base, Fort Carson
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Planning for a Daunting New Normal of Flood Risk  
FEMA
FEMA Joins the Sentinel Landscapes Partnership to Support Climate Resilience and Military Readiness
$279.9 million in Grant Funding for the Fiscal Year 2024 State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program
FEMA encourages potential Flood Mitigation Assistance applicants to start preparing for the upcoming fiscal year 2024 grant cycle.
FEMA Updates its National Disaster Recovery Framework to Enhance Disaster Recovery 
$715 Million to Help Communities Across the Nation Build Resilience to Flooding Disasters. New project selections to eliminate or reduce flood damage. The funding, which comes through FEMA’s Flood Mitigation Assistance program will help communities across the nation enhance resilience to extreme weather events.
FEMA Releases the 20 Years of the National Incident Management System Report
Safeguarding Tomorrow Revolving Loan Fund Program Fiscal Year 2024 Selections
Deadline Extended for Input on FEMA’s Disaster Case Management Program 
FEMA Publishes Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Stakeholder Engagement Efforts
Funding Opportunities: 
· December 3, 2024 -  $279.9 million in Grant Funding for the Fiscal Year 2024 State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program
· January 15, 2025 — Department of Homeland Security, Fiscal Year 2023 Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current
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$279.9 million in grant funding for FY2024 State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program 
CISA issues guide to help federal agencies set cybersecurity priorities
New assistant secretary of defense wants to focus on return on investment for cyber operations
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A U.S. Framework for Climate Resilience and Security
Federal funds go toward reducing wildfire risk, helping tribal members heat homes
What’s Misunderstood about Indigenous Cultural Fire Is Sovereignty
Feasibility study from the Environmental Policy Innovation Center explores how a revolving loan fund could help protect watersheds, biodiversity and public access in America’s National Forests.
Wildfire is Central Webinars:
· November 7, 9:30 - 11 am Central: Working with private landowners to increase prescribed fire capacity
· December 11, 11 - 12:30 pm Central: Expanding training to building the prescribed fire workforce. 
Webinar Recording: Wildfire Crisis Strategy Planning, Project Prioritization and Monitoring Research and Development
Strategic fire zones are essential to wildfire risk reduction in the Western United States
$1.3 Million Through Slip-on Tanker Pilot Program to Strengthen Local Governments’ Wildfire Response
Funding Opportunity: The Forest Restoration & Wildfire Risk Mitigation Grant Program supports community-level actions to reduce the risk of wildfire, promote forest health and forest restoration, and encourage the use of woody material. The application deadline is October 10, 2024, by 5 p.m. 
Managed forests critical to healthy, resilient forestlands
Firefighter Estimated Ground Evacuation Time Update
$236 Million for Wildfire Resilience and Recovery
EPA and Forest Service Release Updated AirNow Fire and Smoke Map
Work of Wildfire field workshop highlights 
The importance of geography in forecasting future fire patterns under climate change
As wildfires burn throughout the West, officials are turning to AI
As wildfire threat grows, governors prod Congress for help
ARIZONA:  $10 million in federal funding allocated to Arizona for wildfire management
CALIFORNIA
‘Weather Whiplash’ Helped Drive This Year’s California Wildfires
California Policyholders May Be On the Hook for Wildfire Losses
To build back burned forests, California needs many more seeds
CAL FIRE Invests $90 Million in Wildfire Prevention Projects
Climate and weather drivers in southern California Santa Ana Wind and non-Santa Wind fires
CAL FIRE has announced a total of more than $90 million in grants for 94 local wildlife protection 
projects.
The next regional meeting of the California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force will be Oct. 9–11, in South Lake Tahoe. 
Wildfire damages Navy base on remote California island
COLORADO
Governor Polis, CO DNR, U.S. Forest Service, CO State Forest Service Celebrate Renewed Shared Stewardship Agreement for CO Lands and Work Together to Reduce Impacts from Wildland Fires
Wildfire AI technology offers key data, but Colorado lawmakers wince at price tag
The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s new Wildfire Smoke Preparedness Program provides outreach, education, and training for local community partners on responding to wildfire smoke and its impacts on community health.
Governor Polis and CO DNR Announce New Funding for CO Strategic Wildfire Action Program Wildfire Mitigation and Workforce Development Grants
UTAH:  Utah has seen more than 1,000 wildfires in 2024
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U.S. eVTOL sector aims for large-scale operations by 2028
Pilot makes first private spacewalk
NASAO Concludes Successful 93rd Annual Convention, Announces 2024 Award Winners
California Airports Get Over $219 Million to Bolster Airport Infrastructure
An interagency team led by the DOE, USDA and FAA released the Sustainable Aviation Fuel Grand Challenge: Tracking Metrics and Mid-2024 Dashboard
Planning for a Daunting New Normal of Flood Risk
Congress, industry criticize FAA launch licensing regulations
California poised to ban leaded aviation fuel
Chinle Airport Runway Restored with Federal Funds
Airport Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory: A Primer
[bookmark: _Hlk168033420]FAA
GAO report identifies air traffic system problems 
Commercial Space Licensing a Top Priority, FAA Testifies. Read the full written testimony.
New Regulatory Guidance for Commercial Space Safety: With the latest three additions below, the FAA has issued 27 Advisory Circulars (AC) that provide one, but not the only, acceptable means of compliance with the various requirements of the commercial space licensing regulations. 
Final Rule providing regulatory clarity to applicants seeking licenses for spaceflight operations involving government astronauts with and without safety-critical roles on board vehicles.
best practice guidance for commercial spaceport security recommending a layered approach.
GAO to unveil findings on outdated FAA tech systems
USDOT Announces Appointment of 17 New Members to the Air Carrier Access Act Advisory Committee
FAA Issues $1.9B in Airport Improvement Grants
Hundreds Weigh in on FCC NextNav Petition for 900 MHz Band Change
$2 Billion in Grants to Improve Airport Infrastructure Across the U.S. 
DRONES
UK regulator sets plan to bring drones into airspace
Effects of Interior's Policies on Foreign-Made Drones GAO-24-106924, September 25
Survey drone uses AI for simpler terrain mapping
FCC Adopts New Wireless Spectrum Rules for Drones
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NTIA Receives 43 Comments on 6G Policy
Supporting Sustainable and Secure Data Centers
NTIA lays out path toward greater interagency coordination across high-speed Internet programs
NTIA Fact Sheet: Bridging the Digital Divide
New Mexico state grant will bring broadband to rural areas 
Pentagon readies for 6G, the next of wave of wireless network tech
Hundreds Weigh in on FCC NextNav Petition for 900 MHz Band Change
FCC allows drone control access to 5-GHz spectrum
Forging the 5G future: Strategic imperatives for the US and its allies
FCC rule grants drone operators spectrum access for navigation
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· End of an era: Historic Landsat 7 mission takes final images
· New USGS data-driven tools can aid restoration of mine lands across America
· EPA Upgrades ECHO Database
· New USGS map shows where landslides are most likely to occur in U.S.
· U.S. Landslide Inventory and Susceptibility Map
· Webinar: Uncle Sam Wants You! for 3-D Scanning Thursday, October 24, 2024 at 3:00 pm ET
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· Fiscal 50: Federal Share of State Revenue
· 25-Year Lease Renewal with Navy Keeps San Onofre State Beach Open to Public 
FEDERAL
Kristin White to Lead FHWA as Acting Federal Highway Administrator
New Economic Development Report Offers Roadmap for Strengthening Community-Led Opportunities in Sustainable Forest Products and Outdoor Recreation in Forest Communities
Pursuant to the Executive Order 14096, Revitalizing our Nation's  Commitment to Environmental Justice for All, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is preparing its Environmental Justice Strategic Plan for the Civil Works programs. 
Forest Service chief signals budget belt-tightening is on the horizon for FY2025
DOI
Next director named for Bureau of Indian Affairs
This Week at the Interior - September 27, 2024 
This Week at the Interior - September 20, 2024
This Week at the Interior - September 13, 2024
This Week at the Interior - September 6, 2024
STATES
AZ: Tom Finley named new director of Arizona Game and Fish Department
CA: The 2024 California Economic Summit takes place Oct. 8–10 in Sacramento. 
CA: $32 Mill in Federal Funding to Deploy Over 450 Fast Chargers Along Interstates and Highway
CO: Governor Polis Announces Chief of Staff Transition
NV: Governor Lombardo Announces General Waters as Nevada’s 31st Adjutant General
UT: Utah National Guard looks to develop 24,000-plus acres of 'terribly underutilized' land 
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INFRASTRUCTURE
New Wildlife Bridges Help Critters Cross the Road
FHWA Releases $802M in Emergency Relief Funding
TRIP: U.S. Rural Transportation System Needs $198B
DOT Announces $802 Million to Repair Roads and Bridges Damaged by Natural Disasters and Extreme Weather Events
Arizona’s Efforts to Build a Sustainable Transportation Network
USDOT Issues More Than $1B in ‘Safe Streets’ Grants
Half a billion dollars in grants awarded to boost EV charging network
Funding Opportunity: Federal Highway Administration Nationally Significant Federal Lands and Tribal Projects:  Deadline: October 16th, 2024.
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