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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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You are cordially invited to participate in the Friday, October 30th WRP TEC call (10:00 am Pacific). The featured presentation is Securing the Navajo Nation’s Water Future through Water Rights Settlements in AZ, NM, and UT by Crystal Tulley-Cordova, Ph.D., M.W.R., Principal Hydrologist, Navajo Nation Department of Water Resources, Water Management Branch. Click here to RSVP.

[bookmark: _Toc239414110][bookmark: _Toc241847115]2026 WRP REPORT AND DEEP-DIVE FACT SHEETS
The final 2026 WRP Report is available here. WRP Partners developed a shared, multi‑state and multi-agency understanding of resilience and national security and how aviation, water, and wildland fire interdependencies can lead to cascading failures. The resulting 2026 Report documents how Partners advanced the priority of Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster. Final fact sheets summarize WRP’s efforts:
· WRP Aviation/Airspace Needs Fact Sheet
· WRP Water Security/Resilience Fact Sheet
· WRP Wildland Fire (Response/Prevention) Fact Sheet
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WRP Principals established a new WRP Strategic Priority of “National Security for the WRP Region” to focus WRP 2026-2027 Efforts. Findings to be shared at the next WRP Principals’ Meeting in August 2027.

[bookmark: _Toc239414112][bookmark: _Toc241847117]UPDATE ON WRP SURVEY
[bookmark: _Toc241847118][bookmark: _Toc239414113]The WRP Steering Committee (SC) met in August 2026 to review the results from the survey conducted in support of the 2026-2027 WRP Priority National Security for the WRP Region. Based on the survey results, the WRP SC recommends the existing Deep-
[bookmark: _Toc241847119]Dive teams on Water, Aviation and Wildland Fire continue and to 
[bookmark: _Toc241847120]form a new Deep-Dive team on Energy Security/Resilience. The survey results indicated a strong preference of WRP analyzing issues through an interconnected lens rather than independently. Therefore, focused calls of multiple Deep-Dive teams will center on National Security in the following cross-cutting issues: 
· Water and Energy Security
· Wildfire and Water Resilience
· Airspace, Drones, Counter-UAS, and Spectrum
· Energy and Critical-Infrastructure Protection from Wildfire and Cyber Threats
[bookmark: _Toc239414114][bookmark: _Toc241847121]Please email amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org if you represent a state, federal or tribal entity and are interested in serving on the Water, Aviation, Wildland Fire and/or Energy Security/Resilience Deep-Dive.
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· September 2026 | FERC insight 
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DOE Announces Up to $400 Million for Basic Research to Advance the Frontiers of Science
Trump Administration Mitigates Blackout Risks by Keeping Colorado Coal Plant Online
EDOE Announces Speed to Power Investments Across 26 States to Lower Electricity Costs and Improve Grid Reliability
$99 Million for 21 Projects to Advance U.S. Geothermal Energy Development
Energy Department Advances U.S. Energy Priorities at G20 Energy Abundance Ministerial
DOE’s Office of Critical Minerals and Energy Innovation Announces $73 Million to Advance Domestic Mining Technology
U.S. Hydropower Market Report (2026 edition)
EIA
EIA expects record electricity generation in 2026 and 2027
Petroleum Supply Monthly
Natural Gas Monthly Report
Total Energy Monthly Data
Electric Power Monthly
U.S. Biofuels Plant Production Capacity Report
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BLM Proposes Expansion of Energy Opportunities in Carlsbad Plan
BLM Welcomes Community Perspectives on Proposed Colorado Parcels for March 2027 Oil and Gas Lease Sale
BLM and Southern Ute Indian Tribe Plan for Oil and Gas Development in Southwestern Colorado
BLM Oil and Gas Lease Sales in Wyoming and Colorado Generate $87 Million in Revenue
BLM to Hold California Geothermal Lease Sale to Strengthen U.S. Energy Security and Boost Domestic Supply
BLM Invites Initial Public Feedback for March 2027 Oil and Gas Lease Sale in Utah
BLM Announces November 2026 Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas
BLM Announces Additional September 2026 Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in Nevada
BLM Oil and Gas Lease Sale in Utah Generates Nearly $4.5 Million in Revenue
BLM Invites Additional Public Feedback for February 2027 Oil and Gas Lease Sale in New Mexico and Oklahoma
BLM Considers Expanding Oil and Gas Leasing in Northeast Utah 
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CA: Additional Public Comments are now available for the IEPR Commissioner Workshop on Energy Demand Forecast Inputs and Assumptions: 
CA: The following are now available for the IEPR Commissioner Workshop on Load Modifier Inputs and Assumptions: Public Comments, Transcript.
CA: Draft SB 605 Wave and Tidal Energy Report: Draft Commission Report on Senate Bill 605 Wave and Tidal Energy - Report to Governor and Legislature
CO: Colorado Selected for $250 Million to Strengthen Electric Grid, Lower Costs, and Prevent Outages
CO: The Heat Beneath Our Feet: Colorado Leads on Geothermal Energy and Renewables, Lands National Center of Excellence
CO: Federal funds will spark $1.2B electric transmission project in eastern Colorado
NV: Great Basin Transmission Breaks Ground on Southwest Intertie Project-North
NV: GridLiance West’s Transmission Upgrades Project Breaks Ground to Strengthen Nevada's Electric Grid and Support Economic Growth
NV: Governor Lombardo, officials to break ground on electric infrastructure project
UT: University of Utah selected for major DOE geothermal projects
WGA: Western Governors affirm state supremacy when locating nuclear waste facilities 
WGA: Western Governors voice support for pending legislation to support geothermal energy

[bookmark: _Toc138863476][bookmark: _Toc138947921][bookmark: _Toc138948876][bookmark: _Toc139290505][bookmark: _Toc139290615][bookmark: _Toc139291377][bookmark: _Toc139291546][bookmark: _Toc139291699][bookmark: _Toc142033628][bookmark: _Toc142078786][bookmark: _Toc144806382][bookmark: _Toc144832056][bookmark: _Toc144832232][bookmark: _Toc144832295][bookmark: _Toc147496126][bookmark: _Toc149916418][bookmark: _Toc149922535][bookmark: _Toc152563698][bookmark: _Toc155260110][bookmark: _Toc155266239][bookmark: _Toc157786307][bookmark: _Toc163555283][bookmark: _Toc163584196][bookmark: _Toc163585864][bookmark: _Toc166002331][bookmark: _Toc166067974][bookmark: _Toc166077729][bookmark: _Toc168059578][bookmark: _Toc168066765][bookmark: _Toc170743880][bookmark: _Toc173433073][bookmark: _Toc173559793][bookmark: _Toc176276479][bookmark: _Toc181607055][bookmark: _Toc181607114][bookmark: _Toc205193548][bookmark: _Toc205193605][bookmark: _Toc205202492][bookmark: _Toc205202573][bookmark: _Toc207792087][bookmark: _Toc207792994][bookmark: _Toc207885168][bookmark: _Toc210321865][bookmark: _Toc210322233][bookmark: _Toc210402148][bookmark: _Toc213083487][bookmark: _Toc213165100][bookmark: _Toc213165148][bookmark: _Toc215588947][bookmark: _Toc215589002][bookmark: _Toc223434030][bookmark: _Toc226389264][bookmark: _Toc231553796][bookmark: _Toc231911293][bookmark: _Toc239341699][bookmark: _Toc239414122][bookmark: _Toc241847128]Tribal Updates
GFO-26-401 - Equitable Building Decarbonization Tribal Direct Install Program: Application for Tribes
· October 7, 10AM PT | Pre-Application Workshop - GFO-26-401 - Equitable Building Decarbonization Tribal Direct Install Program: Application for Tribes
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A clean energy source is buried under the desert, but it takes water to use it
· SunZia: U.S. clean power installations hit record 17.1 GW in Q2 2026, led by completion of nation's largest land-based wind project
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EPA and Army Seek Additional Input on Proposed Waters of the U.S. Definition While Advancing Toward Durable Final Rule
US and Mexico Release Updated Colorado River Sharing Agreement
IBWC Publishes Binational Study of the Transboundary Santa Cruz Aquifer
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EPA and Army Seek Additional Input on Proposed Waters of the U.S. Definition While Advancing Toward Durable Final Rule
EPA Announces $251 Million WIFIA Loan to Upgrade Aging Drinking Water Infrastructure and Advance Water Reuse in California
· $251M WIFIA loan for California water reuse project
EPA announces $93.4M plan to rid California Superfund site of dangerous chemicals
$82M for San Francisco Bay water quality and stormwater projects
$3.46M for Pacific Southwest wetland projects
EPA Launches Cutting-Edge Scientific Study to Strengthen Nation’s Understanding of Potential Pollutants in Drinking Water
EPA launches broad study of potential contaminants in drinking water
EPA to Reopen Comment on Clean Water Act Rewrite That Could Leave 80 Percent of U.S. Wetlands Unprotected
EPA seeks more public comments as it struggles to devise water rule that limits scope on wetlands
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NOAA’s flood mapping tool now covers nearly 100% of U.S.
More than $100 million in habitat funding targets key US fisheries
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Readiness and Recreation Initiative (RARI) Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). There is $9 million available nationwide to support outdoor recreation projects that strengthen military readiness and protect mission-critical landscapes near installations and Sentinel Landscapes. The NOFO for RARI is rolling and valid for the next five years. State Lead Agencies may submit applications through November 1, 2030. 
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· BLM to Begin Sand Wash Basin Wild Horse Gather to Protect Herd and Rangeland Health
· Carlsbad Resource Management Plan Revision  
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Statement from the Department of the Interior — Signing of Minute 334 between the United States and Mexico on Colorado River Operations for 2027 and 2028
Reclamation awards $81 million contract for Navajo Gallup Water Supply Project’s Block 2-3 pipeline marking the last large-scale award towards completion of the project
These next steps will help Arizona adapt to Colorado River cuts, environmentalists say
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: WaterSMART Cooperative Watershed Management Program - The Bureau of Reclamation is accepting first-round applications for the Cooperative Watershed Management Program. Watershed groups are eligible to apply for grants of up to $300,000 with no cost sharing required. First-round applications are due on October 7, 2026.
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· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Announces Streamlined Statewide Approach for Addressing Common Raven Conflicts
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·  USGS Updates U.S. Critical Mineral Deposits
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Forest Service claims no authority over public land degradation caused by private wells
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: 
· USFS Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program: The U.S. Forest Service is accepting applications for the Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program, which provides funding for Tribes, local governments, and qualified non-profit conservation organizations to establish community forests by acquiring private forest land. Applications are due on October 13, 2026.
· USDA is Now Accepting Applications for The Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) Deadline Oct. 30, 2026.
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Water and Climate Update: Sept. 24 | Sept. 17 | Sept. 10 | Sept. 3
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 
· NRCS in New Mexico Accepting Applications for Conservation Programs. Applications due Oct. 16, 2026.
· USDA’s NRCS New Mexico Announces Dec. 18, 2026, Deadline for the 3093 Grazing Management and Non-Lethal Predator Risk Mitigation in NM and AZ Project through the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP).
· NRCS California’s Conservation Funding Assistance Deadline for Producers is November 6, 2026, 5:00 PM Pacific Standard Time.
· NRCS in Arizona Accepting Applications for Conservation Programs. Apply by November 6, 2026, to be considered for fiscal year 2027 funding.
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Western States Water Newsletter: Sept. 8 | Sept. 21
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Arizona invests in Mexican seawater desalination study
Governor, Tucson mayor cut ribbon on expanded PFAS water treatment facility
Making chips takes water. Arizona wants to reuse it
Residents push back on 'grave danger' from proposed mining and pipelines around San Pedro River
Tucson long-term water supply in 'danger' without cleanup
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October 7, 12:30-1:30 Pacific: Lunch-MAR meeting will feature Ellen Bruno, associate professor of Cooperative Extension at UC Berkeley. The presentation will explore the economics of managed aquifer recharge (MAR) from the costs and benefits identified across the research literature to new insights from the Kern Water Bank.
October 29: Water Education Foundation will host its 42st annual Water Summit in Sacramento; this year’s theme is “Stewarding a New Era in Western Water.”
DWR will host its third California Water Plan 2028 Advisory Committee meeting in Visalia in November over two half days, Wednesday, November 4 (1–5 p.m.), and Thursday, November 5 (8 a.m.–12:30 p.m.), at the Wyndham Visalia Hotel and Conference Center. Meeting materials and an agenda will be available soon. Both meetings will be livestreamed on YouTube (Day 1 and Day 2). RSVP. More information about this meeting is provided in the event flyer.
CA Water Plan 2028 Advisory Committee Meeting 2 - Livestream recordings and all meeting materials are available for download, including: 
· A Foundation for Better Water Planning: Why Baseline Assumptions Matter
· Development of California Water Plan (CWP) Water Supply Gaps and Targets
· Baseline Assumptions Overview Table
· Attachment A: Instream Flow Requirements
· PowerPoint Deck Day 1
· PowerPoint Deck Day 2
DWR is preparing to launch Regional Forums across the state to learn from communities and water experts about local water challenges, priorities, and solutions, and how they can help shape California’s water future.
California sues over Trump's changes to Endangered Species Act
As federal administration continues to target public lands and California’s coast, California surges past halfway mark on world-leading conservation goals 
California’s Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (MLRP) helps to strategically transition farmland away from groundwater-intensive agriculture to other uses that deliver many environmental and community benefits
California’s largest new water storage project takes a major step forward
Groundwater agencies seeking relief from state sanctions will have to pay $50k-$250k just to apply
Here’s What California Is Learning From Solar Panels Built Over Irrigation Canals
California Adopts New Limits to Rein in Dairy Manure Pollution and Its ‘Outsized’ Groundwater Impacts
High-Quality Western Joshua Tree Habitat Acquired, to be Co-Managed by CDFW and Native American Tribes
2026 Annual Water Supply and Demand Assessment Summary Report
Two San Joaquin Valley water projects snag $34 million in federal funding
Santa Monica Approves Recycled Wastewater in Drinking Water
Madera County residents plagued by dry wells surprised, and hopeful, that new recharge basin will help in dry times
Newsom’s Bay-Delta Plan Thrown Into Confusion After Rebuke From Trump Administration
Kern River hearing moved to San Francisco, state AG to weigh in
State's high court to hear Kern River case in Redding next month
Clock is ticking for Kings County groundwater agencies to control their own fate
Watershed After Fire: New Report Summarizes Years of Water Quality Monitoring in the Sacramento Watershed
Knives are out for nascent groundwater agency struggling to govern its own “dead men walking” in Tulare County
Newsom announces Sites Reservoir moves closer to construction ahead of key permit vote
California approves water quality cert for Sites Reservoir
State Water Board revises draft water right decision for proposed Sites Reservoir, a major California water project
Atmospheric river forecasting drives record stormwater capture at Orange County’s Prado Dam
California lawmakers tap climate bond for Golden Gate Fields park
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A new legal path for stream restoration in Colorado runs into old water conflicts
New water-saving rules adopted by Aurora City Council
Colorado River District’s bid for historic Shoshone water rights unites unlikely allies
What the States Squabbling Over the Colorado River Can Learn From the San Luis Valley
New CSU tool predicts streamflow in Colorado's thousands of unmonitored streams
Aurora council passes bans on evaporative cooling
Denver Parks saves 335 million gallons in drought response
Denver Water can finish Gross Reservoir, court says
US appeals court rules Denver Water can finish and fill Gross Reservoir
Dam it: 10th Circuit lets Denver Water complete Gross Reservoir expansion
Colorado AG joins lawsuit challenging change Endangered Species
Gunnison River anglers question feds’ plan to reduce Blue Mesa releases
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Ninth Circuit sides with Nevada ranch over national park water rights
Governor Lombardo Renews Partnership to Support Outdoor Recreation and Public Lands in Nevada
Las Vegas to fine businesses, HOAs for watering ‘nonfunctional’ grass in 2027
Reno breaks ground on project aimed at turning recycled water into a future drinking water source
Nevada's first wastewater-to-drinking-water plant breaks ground in Reno
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Farmland Conversion in the Delta - Public Review Draft, September 2026
Water conservation program officials ask New Mexico lawmakers to boost funding amid drought
New Mexico land commissioner announces uranium mining ban on state trust lands
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Great Salt Lake's health tied to national security, legislative commission told
Utah secures $60 million for Great Salt Lake through settlement agreement
Is Utah drying up the Great Salt Lake to send alfalfa overseas?
Sugar House Park: Trump Great Salt Lake dollars could fund pond conversion to creek
Utah’s strategy to fight invasive reeds at the Great Salt Lake? Play the long game and look upstream
Utah has 2 new officials helping to steer the state’s response on the Great Salt Lake
Utah DOT Testing New Beaver Habitat Protection Effort
La Verkin treatment facility lets residents try purified wastewater in Washington County
Southern Utah water district plans to open $7 million recycled water demonstration plant and garden
Patagonia, environmental groups revive old legal fights against new cuts to Utah monuments
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State drops Havasupai challenge of arsenic levels at uranium mine
Tribal Water Infrastructure: Opportunities Exist to Improve Federal Assistance GAO-26-107178, September 22
Indigenous Stewardship Network Holds First In-person Convening  
Indigenous water supplies threatened by abandoned mines
EPA Announces $3.5 Million in Grant Funding to Help Tribes Restore and Protect Local Waterbodies
President Nygren Securing $7.45 Million for Navajo Water Projects
New data added to map of safe water sources on the Navajo Nation
October 27, 12-1:15PM PT WRRC Water Webinar: Tribal Sovereignty in the Colorado River Basin & Beyond
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Thousands of water systems lag in identifying lead pipes
Will the U.S. megadrought ever end?
Beneath the High Plains: The Ogallala Aquifer is Running Dry
Drones hold secret to producing more rain, engineers say
The Role Every Collaborative Relies On, And Too Few Understand
Colorado River:
· Drought has decimated Colorado’s biggest reservoir, and the livelihoods of those who depend on it
· The Colorado River nears a worrisome threshold. These farmers are worried
· Colorado River crisis deepens as federal plan imposes major water cuts across Southwest
· Amazon invests $20 million in Colorado River water conservation
· Amazon launches Colorado River Basin Collaborative
· Amazon has pledged $20M for Colorado River conservation. Why big companies care about saving water
· Colorado River managers warn of shrinking reservoirs
· Business groups call for $2 billion in federal Colorado River spending
· Water wisdom following the new Colorado River framework
· Treaty deal cuts Colorado River water use across US and Mexico
· U.S. and Mexico reach Colorado River deal
· U.S. and Mexico sign landmark Colorado River Pact, slashing water deliveries to Mexicali Valley farmers
· U.S. and Mexico sign new deal for sharing Colorado River water
· U.S.-Mexico deal commits both sides to reducing use of Colorado River
· U.S. and Mexico strike Colorado River deal
· How drought and demand pushed the Colorado River toward crisis
· What will happen to the Grand Canyon as water levels drop?
· Record-low Lake Powell gets help from water release at Flaming Gorge
· Measuring the use of Colorado River water is harder than it looks
· Years of Colorado River talks failed to produce a deal. How much should the public see? 
· AZ: Arizona enters new water year ahead of historic Colorado River cuts
· AZ: Phoenix adds water storage as Colorado River supplies shrink
· AZ: Peoria commits $104 million to bolster water supply
· AZ: Peoria spending $104 million on water farm west of Tonopah
· AZ: City Council approves water purchase contract
· AZ: Yuma prepares legal fight over Colorado River water rights, federal cuts
· AZ: Yuma City Council takes action on two Colorado River water issues
· AZ: These next steps will help Arizona adapt to Colorado River cuts, environmentalists say
· AZ: CAP board opens door to legal action over Colorado River water cuts
· CA: Colorado River Cuts Could Fall Heavily on Southern California Water Agency, Pasadena Representative Says
· CA: San Diego is touting its water plan as Colorado River cuts arrive
· CO: Set to co-chair critical water forum, Roberts also weighing water conservation funding legislation
· CO: State water board green lights conservation program 
· CO: Colorado has a new, voluntary program to conserve Colorado River water. Farmers are wary.
· CO: Aspen plans to retain some Ruedi Reservoir contract water
· NV: Nevada is suing over Colorado River rules. There could be impacts for Colorado.
· NV: Nevada Lawsuit Inflames Regional Fault Lines Over Colorado River
· NV: How Nevada lawsuit could impact Arizona’s Colorado River water cuts
· UT: Utah pays farmers to conserve Colorado River water. Is the program working?
· Tribal: Tribal Sovereignty, Senior Rights, and the Post-2026 Colorado River Framework
· Tribal: CRIT reaches agreement with water district on Colorado River water
· Tribal: Tribes struggle to get a say in Colorado River management
· Tribal: Navajo Nation Council names confluence of Colorado River a sacred site under tribal law
· Tribal: Tribes along the Colorado River are still fighting for their rights
Tijuana River: 
· Trump EPA Tijuana Sewage Crisis Quarterly Update: Phase 2 of River Gates Under Construction, Parallel Gravity Line Completed, South Bay Plant Expansion Contract Awarded
· CESPT Builds Tank to Divert Treated Wastewater Away from Tijuana River Basin
· Feds confirm exposure to some levels of Tijuana River odors can lead to health effects
· Feds find Tijuana River pollution poses public health hazard in San Diego
· New Federal Health Assessment of Tijuana River Valley Air Pollution Builds on UC San Diego Findings
· Report: Tijuana River is chronically polluted with sewage, chemicals
· Report: San Diego County misses out on up to $500M each year due to Tijuana River pollution
· New report finds chronic pollution in Tijuana River
· Study puts Tijuana sewage crisis economic toll as high as $7.9B
· Tijuana Pushes for Stronger Binational Ties on Environmental Protection
· CDC and county to conduct a second Tijuana sewage crisis health survey
· CDC, County, to Team up on Second Tijuana River Survey
· County, CDC Launch Follow Up CASPER Survey on Tijuana River Valley Health Impacts
· County approves $5.8 million to plan its own fix for Tijuana Sewage Crisis
· County supervisors launch plan for a new U.S. treatment plant to treat Tijuana’s sewage
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October 14, 12:00 to 1:00 pm PT | Native Voices in STEM Fall 2026: Kaij T-so:son (Emerging Seed): The Stewardship of O'odham Food, Land and Water Featuring Amy Juan, Administration Manager, San Xavier Co-Op Farm 
October 27, 12:00 to 1:15 pm PT | WRRC Water Webinar: Tribal Sovereignty in the Colorado River Basin & Beyond
Arizona Water Conservation Factsheets ... Did You Know?
WRRC Highlights Shared Aquifer Research and Collaboration at ENVS Colloquium
WRRC Staff Member Highlights Shared Groundwater at Binational Science Talk
New Article Highlights Transboundary Water Cooperation
WRRC Weekly Wave: Sept. 25 | Sept. 18 | Sept. 11 | Sept. 4
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: WRRC Now Accepting Applications for FY 2026 104(g) General Grant. The deadline for submitting proposals through the WRRC is Tuesday, October 27, 5 pm MST.
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SECDEF Memo: Establishment of FORTRESS America as a Department of War Program for the Defense of the American Homeland
SECDEF Memo: Commissioning of Project Meridian: The Future of Warfare
SECDEF Memo: Next Great American Base Site Selection and Development Process
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth's State of the Force Address (As Delivered)
Secretary Hegseth Announces Six Major Initiatives at Quantico Speech
Hegseth Delivers 'State of the Force' Address, Outlines Series of New Initiatives
Hegseth announces new four-star command for autonomous warfare
Hegseth plans ‘Autonomous Warfare Command’
Deputy Secretary Memo "Establishment of the Force Agility and Streamlining Team"
Update on Implementation of the 2026 National Defense Strategy as Submitted to the Senate Armed Services Committee
Defense Primer: Control and Command of the U.S. Military
Department of War Establishes Force Agility and Streamlining Team to Cut Bureaucracy, Prioritize Warfighters 
Pentagon Showcases Dozens of Advanced Energy Projects
Special Operations Forces Tackle Unseen Threat of Blast Exposure 
DOW Hosts 2nd Interagency Summit to Strengthen Counter-Drone Defense
Myriad ways that drones, satellites, and common controls reshape ISR
Pentagon looks to AI to identify space and missile threats
Joint Interagency Task Force 401 Publishes Counter-UAS Reference Guide
· 2026 Counter-Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems Quick Reference Guide. 
General Atomics unveils 'Wildfire' drone to replace Reaper
After ‘concerning’ losses, Air Force pushes to replace Reaper faster
U.S. military uses laser to shoot down 3 cartel drones at southern border, Pentagon says
F-35 lifetime price tag dips beneath $2 trillion even as buying costs rise
Sentinel ICBM achieves vertical stacking ahead of 2027 initial flight testing
NGA official assumes top AI role at Cyber Command
F-35 engine upgrade clears key design review, Pratt says
Concurrent attacks across multiple domains force rethinking of air-and-missile-defense 
The new Endangered Species Act (ESA) Toolbox acts as a guide for the Department of War Natural
Resources Managers. The ESA Toolbox illustrates strategies and concepts that can support both conservation and mission activities, drawn from real-world examples. 
Pentagon update on National Defense Strategy cites progress, omits key threats
Department of War and U.S. Navy Award Contract for F/A-XX Program
Military Installations: Remote and Isolated Locations Face Challenges Delivering Critical Support Services GAO-26-108231, September 24
Government AI Models Advancing, Increasing Productivity
AI to help make logistics less predictable and vulnerable to adversaries, Transcom commander says
DOW Approves $230 Million in Grants Under the Defense Community Infrastructure Program
What the Pentagon is testing along the US-Mexico border
Pentagon eyeing tech testbed expansion along US-Mexico border
US ‘not prepared’ to respond to nuclear attacks in space, report says
The Pentagon must prepare for battles around the moon: Joint Chiefs chair
USACE: EPA and Army Seek Additional Input on Proposed Waters of the U.S. Definition While Advancing Toward Durable Final Rule
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US Air Force secretary reveals deployment of on-orbit space control weapons
US Air Force seeks ‘rapidly deployable’ drone swarms for base security
Meink offers blueprint for modernizing Air, Space Forces 'affordably
Air Force leaders chart path to future fight
Air Force contemplates unmanned tankers
USAF assembles inert Sentinel missile, moving with pace toward flight testing
AETC achieves 1,500-pilot goal, validates modernized training model
B-52 achieves key milestones for engine, radar modernization
Acquisition leaders emphasize mission, speed, risk in changing acquisition culture
Long-range penetrating force remains at forefront of bomber operations
AMC deputy commander emphasizes long-range airpower, mobility integration at AFA 2026
Connecting the fight: AFA 2026 panel explores next-generation DAF battle management
Collaborative Combat Aircraft arrive at Creech AFB, advancing operational integration
Last Warthog Clears Nellis Air Force Base Runway
Final A-10 units inactivate at Davis-Monthan
Nellis Air Force Base says goodbye to last A-10 Thunderbolt II
General Atomics delivers FQ-42 Vengeance to Nevada air base
Air Force bids adieu to EC-130H electronic attack plane
After hitting pilot training goal, resolving shortage will take years, Air Force official says
Air, Space Forces pick up research pace for orbital cargo delivery
US Air Force has a $14 billion supply hole, service officials say
Air Force completes B-52 modernization milestones
Air Force Announces New Plans To Take Over Defending Its Own Bases From Aerial Attack
Vengeance and Fury: US Air Force names new CCAs amid ambitious production goal
US military has ‘on-orbit’ space weapons, Air Force Secretary reveals
Air Force launches B-52, B-1 readiness campaign
US Air Force to extend service of B-1, B-2 bombers, official says
AF This week in Photos: Sept. 25 | Sept. 18 | Sept. 11 | Sept. 4 
[bookmark: _Toc139290534][bookmark: _Toc139290644][bookmark: _Toc139291405][bookmark: _Toc139291575][bookmark: _Toc139291727][bookmark: _Toc142033657][bookmark: _Toc142078814][bookmark: _Toc144806409][bookmark: _Toc144832084][bookmark: _Toc144832259][bookmark: _Toc144832322][bookmark: _Toc147496151][bookmark: _Toc149916450][bookmark: _Toc149922567][bookmark: _Toc152563726][bookmark: _Toc155260140][bookmark: _Toc155266269][bookmark: _Toc157786334][bookmark: _Toc163555311][bookmark: _Toc163584224][bookmark: _Toc163585892][bookmark: _Toc166002358][bookmark: _Toc166068001][bookmark: _Toc166077756][bookmark: _Toc168059606][bookmark: _Toc168066793][bookmark: _Toc170743908][bookmark: _Toc173433102][bookmark: _Toc173559820][bookmark: _Toc176276509][bookmark: _Toc181607084][bookmark: _Toc181607143][bookmark: _Toc205193576][bookmark: _Toc205193633][bookmark: _Toc205202520][bookmark: _Toc205202601][bookmark: _Toc207792116][bookmark: _Toc207793023][bookmark: _Toc207885197][bookmark: _Toc210321894][bookmark: _Toc210322262][bookmark: _Toc210402177][bookmark: _Toc213083510][bookmark: _Toc213165123][bookmark: _Toc213165171][bookmark: _Toc215588972][bookmark: _Toc215589027][bookmark: _Toc223434058][bookmark: _Toc226389291][bookmark: _Toc231553825][bookmark: _Toc231911322][bookmark: _Toc239341727][bookmark: _Toc239414150][bookmark: _Toc241847155]Army
Adam Telle, former Senate staffer, now acting Army secretary
Trump names Adam Telle as acting Army secretary
An Army leadership shakeup, plus lasers on the border
Report to Congress on the U.S. Army’s Patriot Air and Missile Defense System
The Army shut down a specialized drone unit. Legislators want to know why.Army can outfit small drones to each unit, but needs the training to do so
As experimental drone battalion ends, Army aims to push drones to every squad
Beyond prototypes: Army readies operational NGC2 tech for I Corps
Army 'not walking away' from UAVs despite reverting drone unit back to infantry
U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground’s threat targets second to none
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13th MEU Demonstrates Simultaneous EAB Capability During Training Underway
Marine Corps Air Station Uses Goats in Wildfire Mitigation
Marine Corps to add 6,500 billets in force expansion
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Presidential Memo: Rebuilding the United States Navy and America's Shipbuilding Industrial Base 
· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Rebuilds the U.S. Navy and America’s Shipbuilding Industrial Base 
GAO Report on Attack Submarine Maintenance Challenges
Autonomous Aircraft Executes Mission Plan in Collaborative Tool Test, Navy Says
Navy Demonstrates Collaborative Autonomy Mission Planning for Future Combat Aircraft
Navy Establishes New Deputy Chief Of Naval Operations to Support Failing Shore Infrastructure
Navy's shipyard revamp could cost more than $200 billion: GAO
The Navy’s public shipyards will take more decades to repair, GAO says
Naval Shipyards: Complete Information Needed for Decision-Making on Multibillion-Dollar, 50-Year Infrastructure Program GAO-26-107830 Sep. 25
Naval Warfare Center Showcases Unmanned Refueling at Sea 
US Navy selects Boeing to build next-generation F/A-XX fighter
US Navy stands up hub to prepare unmanned systems for combat
Navy wants more offensive, 'expeditionary' cyber capabilities
Steam catapults? US Navy appears to be sticking with electromagnetics on carriers
Navy successfully tests new autonomous aircraft feature aimed at simplifying mission planning
CENTCOM has become a battle lab for unmanned systems
Navy must ‘start killing manned programs,’ defense official says
US Navy’s next-generation fighter decision to be unveiled soon, sources say
Navy not doing enough to study long-term brain damage in aviators, lawmakers say
Navy postpones new trainer jet proposal, award dates
The Three Foreign Frigates Being Studied For Possible U.S. Navy Service
US Navy unveils new specs for carrier-based Collaborative Combat Aircraft
USNI News Western Pacific Pulse: Sept. 25, 2026 
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: Sept. 28, 2026 
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‘It was time’ to admit US has weapons in orbit, Space Force’s new leader says
Space Force has 'space control weapons' on orbit, Air Force secretary reveals
Cape Canaveral is building up its counter-drone defenses, Space Force says
Budget impasse imperils 1 in 10 Space Force programs, new chief says
Space Force to prototype new software to fuse commercial, military space tracking data
Space Force braces for stalled progress amid lack of full funding
US Space Force to add 10,000 guardians in next 5 years
New contract aims to keep Space Force’s multi-billion-dollar projects on budget
One Year In, U.S. Space Command Headquarters Relocation Moving Expeditiously to 'Rocket City, USA'
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$1.6B to Strengthen Preparedness and Resilience Across America 
$180 Million to Help Communities Strengthen Their Resilience Against Future Disasters
$18.8 Million to Empower States and Territories to Improve Dam Infrastructure
FEMA Begins Awarding Grants to Help Firefighters and First Responders Nationwide
DHS secretary defends smaller FEMA workforce after judge challenges 50% staffing cut plans
FEMA Releases First National Assessment of Hurricane Wind Risk 
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY:
· FEMA recently recorded and published an informational webinar for the FY 2026 Flood Mitigation Assistance Swift Current funding opportunity. This $600 million opportunity helps states, territories and Tribal Nations make their communities safer from flooding. States, tribes or territories must have received a flood-related emergency or major disaster declaration between June 1, 2025, and May 31, 2027, to qualify. Local governments interested in this funding opportunity should contact their State Hazard Mitigation Officer.
· FEMA Announces $7.4 million for State, Territory Dam Safety Programs
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White House plans to take water cyber pilot into other sectors
Are U.S. drinking water systems safe from cyberattacks?
America’s Water Systems Face a Growing Cybersecurity Threat
Foreign actors hacked small Colorado water utilities last month, state says
Money worries weigh on critical infrastructure amid growing cyber threats, report finds
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Western wildfires increasingly intersect critical water supply watersheds
Western Governors applaud congressional efforts to expand the use of prescribed fire
Making Firelines Safer and More Effective with Science
America is losing its war against wildfire
Matrixed Prescribed Burns Balance Wildfire Resiliency, Wildlife Habitat in Dry Conifer Forests 
Conserving Forests Can Drive Economic Growth, Say Agency Scientists
October 6, 1:00 – 2:00 PM CT Webinar: Living With the Fire Deficit: Forest Resilience, Community Risk, and the Future of Fire
October 15-16: 2026 Rocky Mountain Wildfire Smoke Symposium. Register 
December 7–11: The Beneficial Fire Summit, in San Diego, California, will provide a collaborative space for the wildland fire community to share applied knowledge, strengthen relationships, and identify opportunities to advance beneficial fire.
STATES
CA: Report shows major progress in California on preparing for wildfire, avoiding millions of tons of carbon pollution and toxic smoke
CA: As federal administration continues to target public lands and California’s coast, California surges past halfway mark on world-leading conservation goals
CA: Governor Newsom signs legislation to accelerate wildfire prevention projects, strengthen fire response, and harden communities against future disasters
CA: Governor Newsom Signs Legislation to Strengthen Wildfire Recovery
CA: California's water systems weren't built for wildfire
CA: CAL FIRE Opens Solicitations for Forest Legacy Grants
CA: Bill would help California water agencies in wildfire damage lawsuits
NM: New Mexico sues FEMA for $61 million in wildfire compensation
NM: New Mexico sues feds over refusing to reimburse state for $61M in wildfire costs
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Trump’s Transportation Department Launches New SPACE Task Force to Unleash Commercial Space Innovation
· USDOT Unveils New Intradepartmental ‘SPACE’ Task Force
Secretary Duffy Unveils New National AV Strategy  
Secretary Duffy Celebrates Launch of Federal eVTOL Pilot Program in Texas to Unlock the Future of Flight
Secretary Duffy Announces Milestone in Air Traffic Control Overhaul with Deployment of Surface Safety Technology
Secretary Duffy Invests $481 Million Ahead of Labor Day Weekend to Improve Airport Infrastructure Across U.S.
Secretary Duffy Delivers State-of-the Art Air Traffic Control Management Tool to Transform The Flying Experience, Reduce Delays  
Duffy unveils plan for additional ATC modernization funding
$1.1 Billion to Upgrade Airports, Including Equipping Runway Vehicles with Transmitters
GPS-Free Test Flight Success Marks Critical Advance for Aviation, National Security
The Impact of General Aviation on State and Local Economies, State Reports 2026, 4th Edition
New Report Highlights General Aviation’s $340B Impact
97% of America's Red-Eye Flights Take Off in the West, and Overnight Flying Is at Record High, 26 Years of Federal Data Show
US wants another $30 billion for aviation system upgrades
DC-area airports first to deploy AI tool for airspace management
Joby Aviation Completes 'First-Ever' Fully Autonomous Flight in the US—How Far Did It Travel?
Joby Completes First-Ever Fully Autonomous Flight Across the United States
Arizona Lawmakers Continue Advanced Air Mobility Push With Joby Aviation Demonstration
Utah takes center stage in the future of autonomous aviation
Boulder City accepts FAA control tower funds
FAA
FAA asks Congress for $30B to finish air traffic control modernization
FAA debuts its AI-powered tool for managing flight traffic
FAA to Deliver $1.1 Billion to Upgrade Airports, Including Equipping Runway Vehicles with Transmitters
FAA Issues $1.1B in Airport Infrastructure Grant Funding
FAA’s Bedford Defends ATC Modernization Delays But Says More Money Needed
FAA Issues $481M to Help Improve Airport Infrastructure
FAA Says Laser Strikes On Aircraft Fell For The Third Consecutive Year
Laser Strikes on Aircraft Continue to Drop But Are Still Too High
US lacks funding to complete first phase of air traffic control reforms, report finds
Aviation Cybersecurity: Enhanced Air Safety Requires FAA to Better Mitigate Threats to Aircraft Communications GAO-26-108439, September 21
· Fake ATC messages could disrupt US flights, GAO warns
DRONES
FAA Begins Phase 2 of ‘BEYOND’ Drone Testing Program
FAA Expands BEYOND Program to Advance Drone Operations
US states challenge FAA environmental review of commercial drone package rules
Lowe’s launches airborne drone delivery service
Turning Drones Into A Battlefield Team
Dallas Is Becoming a Hub for the Fight Against Rogue Drones
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FCC to Unlock More Spectrum for Next-Gen Connectivity
FCC Waiver Supports DOT Program to Test Drone Use of Mobile Networks
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USGS Cooperative National Geologic Map Now Covers 50 States, U.S. Territories 
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FEDERAL
Executive Order: Inaugurating The Era Of Super Intelligence
· Trump orders all US agencies to refer to AI as ‘super intelligence’
· 'Super Intelligence': the president’s new term for AI, explained
Trump floats creating an ‘AI Force’
Trump signs stopgap bill to avoid shutdown
USDA: Forest Service completes national facilities review, identifies more than $16M in savings 
STATES
· Governors take major actions on AI
· State Surpluses Shrank in FY 2024 as Extraordinary Budget Conditions Waned
· AZ: Hobbs asks court to halt Tohono border wall work
· CA: Governor Newsom signs legislation to accelerate California’s fusion industry, announces major investment for quantum research
· CA: California has submitted formal comments opposing the federal administration’s proposal to rescind the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule, which has protected millions of acres of national forest lands from most new road construction and commercial timber harvesting for 25 years.
TRIBAL
· President Nygren Signs $585 Million FY2027 Navajo Nation Budget Into Law
DATA CENTERS
· WRRC Webinar Explores Tech Innovation and Data Center Sustainability. View Recording
· Inside Trump’s Aggressive Push to Build Data Centers on Public Lands
· Developer of Delta data center announces ‘revolutionary’ tech to turn natural gas into water
· As Data Centers Grow, Water Policy Evolves
· How much water and power do data centers really use?
· Data centers are Americans’ least favored development, poll finds
· AZ: Arizona appeals court upholds rejection of Marana data center referenda
· AZ: Pima Co. eyes data center rules amid moratorium
· AZ: Here's what happened to Gilbert's data center water rules
· AZ: As data centers expand across Arizona, experts weigh water concerns and evolving technology
· AZ: Tucson is set to approve changes for large water users. Advocates say they aren’t strict enough.
· CA: Why data centers spark debate in California's Central Valley
· CA: Dixon City Council approves 45-day ban for data center development
· CA: Why Dixon is pausing new data center approvals for 45 days
· CA: California Governor Signs Data Center Legislation; California Public Utilities Commission Will Address Implementation
· CA: California tightens oversight of data center energy use, grid costs
· CA: Community pushes for permanent ban on data centers in Tulare County
· CA: California enacts data center laws giving communities more control over facilities
· CA: Newsom Signs New Restrictions on Data Center Development
· CA: Gov. Newsom signs 7 bills aimed at regulating data centers
· CA: Governor Newsom signs most comprehensive data center laws in the nation, providing communities more control on water, electricity, and land use
· CA: Imperial Valley utility adopts new pricing rules, putting data centers first for power cuts
· CA: UC Davis Environmental Law Expert Argues Prop. 45 Could Speed Data Center Development
· CA: Locals across California are pausing data centers
· CA: Sacramento mayor asks staff to study policy on data centers
· CA: San Francisco supervisors propose moratorium on new data centers
· CA: Poway council votes to ban artificial intelligence data centers
· CA: How much water and power do data centers really use?
· CA: Amazon data center project in Gilroy upsets locals
· CA: Could new technology actually create water at Millard Co. data center?
· CA: Court overturns approval of Imperial County data center, orders environmental review
· CO: Aurora residents gather to oppose data center near them
· CO: Colorado data centers advance while opposition grows
· CO: Colorado’s Largest Data Center Could Rise Next to Homes — Without a Public Hearing
· CO: Colorado Springs may approve its first AI data center – here’s what you need to know about Project Taurus
· CO: Weld County approves data center near Windsor
· NV: Nevada Gov. signs order putting guardrails in place for data center development
· NM: Water can flow again for construction of massive Project Jupiter data center
· NM: AG backs environmental groups challenging Project Jupiter before state Supreme Court 
· NM: New Mexico data center water use could soar in coming years, researcher tells state lawmakers
· UT: Nuclear company plans reactor-powered data center on federal land
· UT: New polling shows concerns about water, data centers weigh heavily on Utahns
· UT: Iron County eyeing new policy, restrictions for data centers
· UT: Concerns swirl over a developer’s push for a Tooele Valley data center, but plans are on pause
· Tribal: Hualapai Tribe enacts moratorium to halt ‘irresponsible development of hyperscale data centers’
· Tribal: Developers eye Native nations, tribal communities for new data center projects
INFRASTRUCTURE
Pew Applauds California for Enacting Wildlife Crossing Measure
AASHTO Comments on 'Corridors of Commerce’ Program
CA: Governor Newsom signs legislation to accelerate California’s fusion industry, announces major investment for quantum research
CO: Polis Administration Awards $23.2 Million to Fill Gaps in Colorado’s Electric Vehicle Fast Charging Network
CO: Massive wildlife overpass has helped reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions by 91% in Colorado
UT: Utah DOT Wraps $153M ‘Energy Corridor’ Project
UT: UDOT project protects roads while preserving beaver habitat
Tribal: California tribes win protections for sacred sites and ceremonies
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