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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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[bookmark: _Hlk210041496]You are cordially invited to participate in the WRP TEC call on Friday, December 5th. This call will begin at 10:00 am Pacific. Please click here to RSVP. The featured presentation is: 
· Utah Division of Indian Affairs by James Toledo, Deputy Director, Utah Division of Indian Affairs

The January 30th WRP TEC call will feature presentations on: 
· Update by the National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (NATHPO) by Dr. Valerie J. Grussing, Executive Director, NATHPO
· Good Data, Stronger Tribes (Overcoming Native American data challenges in Southern California) by Robert Maxim, Fellow, Brookings Metro
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There are three Deep-Dives in support of the current WRP Priority of “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster”:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items.

2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives. 

For more details contact: amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org
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· FERC Staff Issues Whitepaper on Seams Coordination in the Western Interconnection
· Commission Initiates Rulemaking on 2025 Five-Year Review of the Oil Pipeline Index
· FERC Explores Blanket Authorizations for LNG and Hydroelectric Projects
· FERC Shutters Long-Open Dockets, Enhancing Regulatory Certainty
· Commission Addresses Five-Year Index Level for Interstate Oil Pipeline Rates
· FY2025 Report on Enforcement
· 2025-2026 Winter Energy Market and Reliability Assessment
· 90 FR 55098 - Great Basin Gas Transmission Company; Notice of Availability of the Environmental Assessment for the Proposed 2026 Great Basin Expansion Project Federal Register. Notices. Monday, December 1, 2025. PDF TEXT DETAILS
· FERC opens inquiry on “blanket” authorizations for post-licensing activities at US hydropower plants
· Summaries | 
· November 2025 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 10 
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DOE Announces Organizational Realignment to Strengthen Efficiency and Unleash American Energy
DOE Launches ‘Genesis Mission’ to Transform American Science and Innovation Through the AI Computing Revolution
DOE's Long-Term Partner is First to Produce Commercial-Scale, Ethanol-to-Jet Aviation Fuel
EIA
EIA publishes November Short-Term Energy Outlook
Annual Coal Distribution Report
Annual Coal Reports
Natural Gas Annual
Wholesale Electricity and Natural Gas Markets data
State Energy Data System: Nuclear energy through 2024
Total Energy Monthly Data
· Short-Term Energy Outlook
· Natural Gas Annual
· Natural Gas Monthly
· Monthly Crude Oil and Natural Gas Production
· Petroleum Supply Monthly
· U.S. Movements of Crude Oil by Rail
· Monthly Energy Review
· Electric Power Monthly
· Liquids Pipeline Projects
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· SO 3445 - Unleashing American Offshore Energy
· Interior Launches Expansive 11th National Offshore Leasing Program to Advance U.S. Energy Dominance 
$14.61 Billion in Fiscal Year 2025 Energy Revenue
[bookmark: _Toc215588943][bookmark: _Toc215588998]
DOI-BLM
· BLM approves Coyote Mine expansion in Nevada
· BLM seeks input for March 2026 sales of oil and gas leases in six states
· BLM seeks input for March 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Nevada
· BLM seeks initial input for June 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Nevada
· BLM seeks initial input for May 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in New Mexico and Texas 
[bookmark: _Toc215588944][bookmark: _Toc215588999]DOI-USGS
USGS releases assessment of undiscovered oil and gas resources under Santa Barbara County, California
[bookmark: _Toc215588945][bookmark: _Toc215589000]EPA
· EPA Issues Final Rule to Extend Unrealistic Biden-era Compliance Deadlines for Oil and Gas Industry, Saves Hundreds of Millions in Costs
· EPA Issues Additional Decisions on Small Refinery Exemptions
· EPA Proposes to Extend the Compliance Deadline for Certain Coal-Fired Facilities
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AZ: Desert Sun Power Plant: APS moves to meet Arizona’s surging energy demand
CA: California can’t get out of its own way on geothermal
CA: CEC to Hold First Public Meeting on Corby Battery Energy Storage System Project in Solano County
CA: California’s Battery Storage Fleet Continues Record Growth, Strengthening Grid Reliability
CA: Newsom announces record growth in battery storage and clean energy leadership at COP30
CA: The agenda is now available for the December 8, 2025, Energy Commission Business Meeting
CA: Natural gas use for electricity in California falls as solar generation rises 
CA: Presentation and Event Recording is now available for:
· Day 1: Staff Workshops on Assembly Bill 3: Offshore Wind Seaport Readiness
· Day 2: Staff Workshops on Assembly Bill 3: Offshore Wind Seaport Readiness
CA: California’s Battery Storage Fleet Continues Record Growth, Strengthening Grid Reliability
CO: Powering Through Crisis: Microgrids and Emergency Response
UT: Utah wants to lead America’s nuclear renaissance
WGA: Governor Hobbs to host Energy Superabundance workshop on energy production and generation
WGA: The third workshop of the Western Governors’ Association’s Chair initiative, Energy Superabundance: Unlocking Prosperity in the West, will be held in Phoenix, Arizona, on December 17 and 18 at the Hyatt Regency Phoenix.
WGA: Policymakers plan for ‘energy superabundance’ at Western Governors conference
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Energy dominance collides with tribal sovereignty
Renewable Energy Indigenous Peoples and Project Siting for Values-Aligned Investors
Plugging In: State-Tribal Energy Collaboration With support from the U.S. Department of Energy Office of Policy, NREL is hosting two in-person workshops to offer support to states interested in improving state-Tribal collaboration on energy projects. Workshops: Jan. 21–22, 2026 and Feb. 2–3, 2026. Register here.
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Securing America’s grid through transformers and workforce resilience
SunZia:
· Corona bustling amid wind farm construction, but some locals aren't pleased
· GE Vernova installs first turbines at 3.5-GW SunZia Wind project
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Federal agencies report progress on Tijuana River cleanup, cite increased wastewater treatment
Permitting Council Meets Agency Milestone with 50 Mining Infrastructure Projects Receiving Council Benefits
Federal Register: Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Listing Endangered and Threatened Species and Designating Critical Habitat
Federal Register: Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Interagency Cooperation Regulations
White House finishes review of EPA's newly proposed definition of WOTUS
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2025 Proposed WOTUS Rule Fact Sheet
· Updated Definition of ‘‘Waters of the United States’’
· EPA & Army Corps Unveil Clear, Durable WOTUS Proposal
· ICYMI: EPA and Army Corps Announce Clear WOTUS Definition to Protect Water Resources and Accelerate Economic Growth
EPA Proposes Changes to Make PFAS Reporting Requirements More Practical and Implementable, Reducing Regulatory Burden
EPA Delivers Additional 100 Top Environmental Accomplishments, 300 Environmental Wins Now Highlighted Since President Trump Took Office in January
EPA Releases First Quarterly Public Update on Progress Toward Implementing a Permanent 100% Solution to Tijuana River Sewage Crisis
$3 Billion in New Funding for States to Reduce Lead in Drinking Water
$7 Billion in Newly Available WIFIA Funding and Five New WIFIA Loan Approvals
EPA moves to limit scope of clean water law to reduce amount of wetlands it covers
EPA moves to limit water rules fought by industry for decades
[bookmark: _Toc205193553][bookmark: _Toc205193610][bookmark: _Toc205202497][bookmark: _Toc205202578][bookmark: _Toc207792092][bookmark: _Toc207792999][bookmark: _Toc207885173][bookmark: _Toc210321870][bookmark: _Toc210322238][bookmark: _Toc210402153][bookmark: _Toc213083492][bookmark: _Toc213165105][bookmark: _Toc213165153][bookmark: _Toc215588952][bookmark: _Toc215589007][bookmark: _Toc173433078][bookmark: _Toc173559798][bookmark: _Toc176276484][bookmark: _Toc181607060][bookmark: _Toc181607119][bookmark: _Toc142078792][bookmark: _Toc144806388][bookmark: _Toc144832062][bookmark: _Toc144832238][bookmark: _Toc144832301][bookmark: _Toc147496132][bookmark: _Toc149916424][bookmark: _Toc149922541][bookmark: _Toc152563704][bookmark: _Toc155260116][bookmark: _Toc155266245][bookmark: _Toc157786313][bookmark: _Toc163555288][bookmark: _Toc163584201][bookmark: _Toc163585869][bookmark: _Toc166002336][bookmark: _Toc166067979][bookmark: _Toc166077734][bookmark: _Toc168059583][bookmark: _Toc168066770][bookmark: _Toc170743885]NOAA
Water Year Recap for the Intermountain West
Climate Prediction Center
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center released its latest monthly drought outlook for December 2025 
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SO 3446 - Cutting Red Tape and Reducing Consumer Costs at Reclamation Construction Projects
· Interior Cuts Red Tape to Speed Water Infrastructure in the West
DOI releases final 2025 List of Critical Minerals
Administration Revises Endangered Species Act Regulations to Strengthen Certainty, Reduce Burdens and Uphold the Law
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Reclamation to reduce releases from Davis Dam
Reclamation continues Sites Reservoir Project public negotiation sessions
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Endangered and Threatened Species: Listing Endangered and Threatened Species and Designating Critical Habitat Comment Period Ends: December 22, 2025
Federal Register: Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Regulations for Designating Critical Habitat
Federal Register: Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Regulations Pertaining to Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants
Administration Revises Endangered Species Act Regulations to Strengthen Certainty, Reduce Burdens and Uphold the Law
Dunes Sagebrush Lizard Proposed Habitat Conservation Plan and Draft Environmental Assessment
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Meet the National Forest Foundation, official partner of the Forest Service
Pikes Peak: Partnerships on America’s mountain
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Western States Water Newsletter: November 28 | November 14 
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Tucson seeking companies to design & build 'toilet to tap' facility
Governor Hobbs and La Paz County Leaders Applaud ADWR Taking First Steps to Protect Water in Ranegras Plain Groundwater Basin
New groundwater irrigation suspended in the Ranegras Plain
Desalination in Mexico among new Arizona water proposals
Arizona moves ahead with desal, other water supply projects 
Arizona water board approves desalination plants in California, Mexico
Arizona water agency approves desalination proposal, other projects for pre-development
Water agency to vote on Arizona's water future, desalination proposals
Water Infrastructure Finance Authority to consider five proposals to shore up Arizona’s water supply
How Queen Creek will fund $244.4M water deal
Arizona’s Hualapai Valley now a ‘de facto transfer basin’ for out-of-state investors and corporate farms
Arizona continues drought declarations as snowpack outlook remains challenging
Parts of Arizona are being sucked dry, with areas of land sinking 6 inches per year, satellite data reveals
How NAU and SRP are protecting Arizona’s natural resources
Water providers SRP and CAP to connect systems, shore up Valley water security
Water supply flexibility to expand with CAP-SRP connection
Arizona moves to protect Western Arizona groundwater amid years of overpumping in La Paz County
Arizona's October rainfall sets stage for crucial winter water season
Arizona DOT Saves Native Plants to Improve Sustainability
New hope for recharging water supply
The Arizona Game and Fish Commission and Department (AZGFD) issued a draft Notice of Exempt Rulemaking to amend rules within Article 8 (wildlife areas and department properties) to enact amendments developed during the preceding Five-year Review Report. The commission will accept oral comments at its public meeting Dec. 5 at AZGFD headquarters in Phoenix. To track the progress of other commission rulemakings, view the regulatory agenda and all previous Five-year Review Reports, and to learn about any other agency rulemaking matters, visit here. 
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Board of Supervisors hears that the Salton Sea can be cleaned
Project along San Francisco Bay to restore wildlife, expand trails nearly finished
Los Angeles has captured nearly 5.5 billion gallons of water from storms since October 1
Here’s how much rain was captured during the LA storms
California Water Levels Compared to This Time Last Year
California's reservoirs surge after back-to-back storms
California Reservoir Water Level Update: ‘Incredible’
California's water year is off to a great start. Here's why
On Nov. 4, DWR presented an overview and answered questions on the Draft CalGW Update 2025 at a public virtual webinar meeting. A recording of that meeting and a PDF of the meeting’s presentation slides are now available online.
· Wrap-up of Nov 4 Draft California’s Groundwater: Bulletin 118 – Update 2025 Public Webinar
Those who missed the 2025 Flood-MAR Network Forum held on Nov. 5 and 6 can get up to speed by reading a recap of the event on Sustainable Conservation’s website. Presentation materials are also available online. The California Flood-MAR Hub offers all things Flood-MAR related, including a factsheet about groundwater recharge estimation and detailed information about the broad benefits of employing Flood-MAR adaption strategies. 
DWR has released the San Joaquin Valley Conveyance Study, which assesses the impact of land subsidence on water conveyance systems in the San Joaquin Valley.
Next CNRA Secretary Speaker Series webinar, Dec. 4, Noon to 1 P.M. Pacific. Register here.
December 4: 2025 Delta Invasive Species Symposium at CNRA 
DWR released the Draft California’s Groundwater: Bulletin 118 – Update 2025 (CalGW Update 2025) Public comments will be accepted through Friday, Dec. 5, and can be emailed to CalGW@water.ca.gov.
Coastal Conservancy awards over $7.3M in wildfire, habitat projects across Nor Cal
DWR Launches Operations at Big Notch Project, Expanding Critical Salmon Habitat
DWR's Big Notch Project launches to aid salmon in Yolo County
‘Salmon Everywhere’ One Year After Klamath Dam Removal
WCB Approves $87.1 Million for Habitat, Salmon Recovery and Tribal Land Return Projects
$166 Million Expansion Starts on Desalter
New DWR Conveyance Study Finds Groundwater Stabilization Key to Protecting Valley Water Supplies
There’s a path forward in the San Joaquin Valley to benefit farmers, communities, and nature — but only if we plan . . . and plant
Cuyama Valley groundwater lawsuit marches on, dragging small farmers and residents in its wake
Desert groundwater agency initiates funding process for 50-mile pipeline to import water
A new article on the Sustainable Conservation website summarizes the importance of the Merced River Watershed Flood-MAR Reconnaissance Study, a three-year DWR project completed in partnership with Merced Irrigation District.
How California Water Can Navigate a Changing Federal Partnership
Wave powered desalination buoy arrives in Fort Bragg ahead of test launch
Fort Bragg to test the state’s first wave-powered desalination system
Water district picks five projects totaling $3.9 billion to boost water supplies by 2050
A California City’s Groundbreaking Path to Water Self-Sufficiency
Antioch Desalination Plant Provides Path to Water Conservation
Delta Protection Commission will appeal certification of Delta Tunnel as consistent with Delta Plan
Delta Caucus leaders call on state commission to appeal tunnel project certification
Review of the Long-Term Operations of the Central Valley Project and the State Water Project
The California Water Data Consortium and its partners have released a new white paper. “Groundwater Accounting Platform — Real-World Impact from DWR Investment in Open, Scalable SGMA Tools" highlights how DWR’s investment in open-source groundwater tools accelerates implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) across diverse basins in the state.
“We’re not stopping.” Kings County Farm Bureau vows to take groundwater case to state Supreme Court
California Surface Water Costs Triple During Drought
New Tulare County groundwater agency picks through rubble of the past for what might work in the future
What Birds Can Tell Us About the Health of San Francisco Bay
Enhancing water security and landscape resilience through multibenefit land repurposing, spotlights California's Multibenefit Land Repurposing Program (MLRP) and the San Joaquin Valley as a primary example.
The State Water Resources Control Board's (State Water Board’s) Groundwater Ambient Monitoring and Assessment (GAMA) Program has launched a new webpage titled "Effects of Recharge on Groundwater Quality" and it includes a new Aquifer Recharge and Groundwater Quality (ARGQ) Dashboard.
Atmospheric river researchers in Marysville begin critical work amid Northern California storm
California Flooding From An Atmospheric River, And Another Storm 
Wind, rain and king tides: Bay Area bracing for first atmospheric river storm of season
Golden Mussel inspections continue into fall, winter
A new invasive species is upending life in California's Delta
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Uranium discovered in newly built Colorado dam pauses $600 million project
Governor Polis Applauds Decision on Shoshone Water Rights Decision
Shoshone water rights deal takes major step towards completion
Commissioner Daniel helps secure Shoshone Water Protection
Colorado River District secures instream flow agreement for its proposed Shoshone Water Right acquisition
State water board votes yes on Shoshone
Colorado says "yes" to Western Slope's plan for Shoshone water rights
Northern Water delays filling Chimney Hollow until early 2026
CPW conducts multi-agency sampling effort for zebra mussels in Colorado River
Colorado water year 2025 summary
Colorado's snowpack off to one of its worst starts since 2017 as drought expands 
A dry fall could mean fewer avalanches in Colorado this winter
October floods brought damage, drought relief to southwestern Colorado
Funding Opportunity: The Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB)’s Water Plan Grant Program has $36.77 million in available funding for the upcoming fiscal year. Applications must support one of the five funding categories in the Colorado Water Plan. Deadlines are July 1, 2025, and Dec. 1, 2025.
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World of Change: Snowpack in the Sierra Nevada
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New Mexico officials, Mora residents say feds should respond to groundwater contamination Herald
New Mexico’s intertwined river systems strained by climate change
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Utah has county-by-county water goals. Is your county hitting them?
Over 144K acres restored through Utah’s Watershed Restoration Initiative in 2024-2025
Water-strapped southern Utah county's new policy likely to limit future golf courses
State weighs water-right change as developer eyes rebirth of Cisco ghost town


[bookmark: _Toc138863499][bookmark: _Toc138947940][bookmark: _Toc138948895][bookmark: _Toc139290525][bookmark: _Toc139290635][bookmark: _Toc139291397][bookmark: _Toc139291566][bookmark: _Toc139291719][bookmark: _Toc142033648][bookmark: _Toc142078805][bookmark: _Toc144806398][bookmark: _Toc144832072][bookmark: _Toc144832248][bookmark: _Toc144832311][bookmark: _Toc147496142][bookmark: _Toc149916440][bookmark: _Toc149922557][bookmark: _Toc152563717][bookmark: _Toc155260129][bookmark: _Toc155266258][bookmark: _Toc157786325][bookmark: _Toc163555300][bookmark: _Toc163584213][bookmark: _Toc163585881][bookmark: _Toc166002348][bookmark: _Toc166067991][bookmark: _Toc166077746][bookmark: _Toc168059597][bookmark: _Toc168066784][bookmark: _Toc170743899][bookmark: _Toc173433092][bookmark: _Toc173559810][bookmark: _Toc176276499][bookmark: _Toc181607074][bookmark: _Toc181607133][bookmark: _Toc205193569][bookmark: _Toc205193626][bookmark: _Toc205202513][bookmark: _Toc205202594][bookmark: _Toc207792108][bookmark: _Toc207793015][bookmark: _Toc207885189][bookmark: _Toc210321886][bookmark: _Toc210322254][bookmark: _Toc210402169][bookmark: _Toc213083502][bookmark: _Toc213165115][bookmark: _Toc213165163][bookmark: _Toc215588964][bookmark: _Toc215589019]Tribal Updates
$5.5M Grant from Wildlife Conservation Board supports historic return of 10,000+ acres in the Sierra Nevada to the Washoe People
Colorado River Indian Tribes Grant Historic Personhood Status to Namesake River -Part One of Five: A Historic Vote
The California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) has released its revised draft Tribal Stewardship Policy and Toolkit for public comment. CRNA will host a public listening session to discuss the revised draft on Wednesday, Dec. 17, from 2 to 4 p.m. Registration is now open for this virtual listening session. All public comments on the revised draft Tribal Stewardship Policy and Toolkit can be emailed to tribalaffairs@resources.ca.gov and must be received by Friday, Jan 9.
Partnership with Tule River Indian Tribe Protects Critical California Wildlife Habitat
"Women and Water Convening" Highlights Indigenous Voices
Northern California tribes join forces to restore Eel River in response to anticipated PG&E dam removal
Fate of Shoshone water right carries broad implications
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As EPA shrinks wetland protections, some Mountain West states step up
AI-based forecasting of groundwater corrosion and scaling indices in semi-arid regions using 25-year data analysis
New Film from IMAGINE Explores How Invasive Annual Grasses Are Impacting the West
New Film Highlights How Ranchers are Key to Saving Lesser Prairie-Chickens
Sagebrush Experts Say It's Time to Flip the Script for Sagebrush Conservation
Environmental impact and net-zero pathways for sustainable artificial intelligence servers
Clovis, CA plans to raise annual water rates due to inflation
New Study Reveals Source of Rain is Major Factor Behind Drought Risks for Farmers
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· 5th Annual Colorado River Forum: Key Takeaways, Insights, and the Path to 2026
· Colorado officials weigh what's next in stymied Colorado River talks
· Governor Katie Hobbs, Bipartisan Arizona Legislators Call for Arizona Farmers, Businesses, Families to Receive Fair Share of Colorado River Water
· Utah governor says states are 'closer' to solution on Colorado River
· Major water right approval could protect ample Colorado River flows 
· Solar growth cushions Colorado River hydropower declines
· Colorado River negotiations blow past deadline
· Gov. Katie Hobbs to Trump administration: Make a Colorado River deal
· States blow past Colorado River deadline, Arizona wants feds to order water cuts
· State leaders issue bipartisan call to action on Colorado River negotiations
· Water cuts could be coming to Utah as states negotiate Colorado River deal
· Colorado River states missed deadline to agree on a water deal. This expert is not optimistic
· Metropolitan issues statement on continued efforts to negotiate new rules for Colorado River operations
· Imperial Irrigation District Statement on California’s Continued Leadership on the Colorado River 
· Colorado River negotiators stumble forward without agreement
· No Colorado River deal despite Trump administration deadline
· Hobbs says feds need to broker Colorado River deal
· The Colorado River is nearly out of time — and excuses
· With Upper, Lower basin states still snagged, feds give them more time to craft Colorado River plan
· Colorado River given personhood status by Arizona tribe
· California Projected to Achieve Lowest Colorado River Use Since 1949
· Colorado River water shortages threaten to curtail Utah towns and farmers
· Colorado River negotiations are down to the wire
· A Colorado River deadline looms, here is what's at stake for Colorado
· Why Colorado River negotiations are so difficult
· Deadline for Colorado River water deal among Western states
· Administration presses states on Colorado River water cuts 
· As an important deadline for the Colorado River approaches, uncertainty for water users hangs over negotiations
· 5 things to know as the clock runs down on Colorado River talks
· Utah's negotiator over the Colorado River says deal may be closer
· Hobbs rips upper states on Colorado River negotiations
· How Arizona cities will survive long-term cuts on the Colorado River
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WGA highlights states’ important role in land use plans in letter to Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
Hobbs, western governors tackle water needs at WGA Conference
WGA Podcast: Cleaning Up Abandoned Hardrock Mines with Colorado Senator John Hickenlooper
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Conjunctive Water Management Explained at WRRC Water Webinar
Upper Verde Watershed History Project Is Now Live! 
TREND Report Focuses on Water and Infrastructure
WRRC Director Contributes to Rural Groundwater Resilience Workshop in Patagonia, AZ
WRRC Weekly Wave: November 21 | November 14 | November 7
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· Memo: Transforming the Defense Acquisition System into the Warfighting Acquisition System to Accelerate Fielding of Urgently Needed Capabilities to Our Warriors
· Secretary of War Announces Acquisition Reform
· Defense Department’s Acquisition Transformation Strategy
· Acquisition Transformation Strategy
· Reforming the Joint Requirements Process to Accelerate Fielding of Warfighting Capabilities
· Memo: Unifying the Department's Arms Transfer and Security Cooperation Enterprise to Improve Efficiency and Enable Burden-Sharing
· Memo: Reforming the Joint Requirements Process to Accelerate Fielding of Warfighting Capabilities
· Defense Department’s Acquisition Transformation Strategy
· Hegseth to slash red tape, empower program heads in acquisition revamp
· Hegseth presses defense execs to move faster in speech laying out sweeping acquisition changes
Department of War Establishes CYBERCOM 2.0 - Revised Cyber Force Generation Model
Pentagon Leaders Host Interagency Meeting to Strengthen Counter-Drone Cooperation
Hegseth: DARPA at Heart of America's Strategic Advantage
Dozens of Federal Agencies Initiate Counter-UAS Collaboration
Military aircraft crashes skyrocketed from 2020 to 2024, new data shows
Pentagon Creating Amazon-Like Shopping Portal For Counter-Drone Equipment
Pentagon announces nearly $9 billion in contracts over six-week shutdown
Shutdown deal adds $850M for B-21, Sentinel construction projects
Longest shutdown in history creating a readiness hole of unknown proportions
‘America First’ Does Not Mean ‘America Alone’: Hegseth Reaffirms U.S. Commitment to Indo-Pacific
Funding for E-7 Wedgetail included in bipartisan deal to end 41-day government shutdown+
Pentagon releases 'revised' plan to boost cyber talent, 'domain mastery'
[bookmark: _Toc139290533][bookmark: _Toc139290643][bookmark: _Toc139291404][bookmark: _Toc139291574][bookmark: _Toc139291726][bookmark: _Toc142033656][bookmark: _Toc142078813][bookmark: _Toc144806408][bookmark: _Toc144832083][bookmark: _Toc144832258][bookmark: _Toc144832321][bookmark: _Toc147496150][bookmark: _Toc149916449][bookmark: _Toc149922566][bookmark: _Toc152563725][bookmark: _Toc155260139][bookmark: _Toc155266268][bookmark: _Toc157786333][bookmark: _Toc163555310][bookmark: _Toc163584223][bookmark: _Toc163585891][bookmark: _Toc166002357][bookmark: _Toc166068000][bookmark: _Toc166077755][bookmark: _Toc168059605][bookmark: _Toc168066792][bookmark: _Toc170743907][bookmark: _Toc173433101][bookmark: _Toc173559819][bookmark: _Toc176276508][bookmark: _Toc181607083][bookmark: _Toc181607142][bookmark: _Toc205193575][bookmark: _Toc205193632][bookmark: _Toc205202519][bookmark: _Toc205202600][bookmark: _Toc207792115][bookmark: _Toc207793022][bookmark: _Toc207885196][bookmark: _Toc210321893][bookmark: _Toc210322261][bookmark: _Toc210402176][bookmark: _Toc213083509][bookmark: _Toc213165122][bookmark: _Toc213165170][bookmark: _Toc138863510][bookmark: _Toc138947951][bookmark: _Toc138948906][bookmark: _Toc138863507][bookmark: _Toc138947948][bookmark: _Toc138948903]This Week at DOW: 
· Nov. 21: Sharpened Tech Focus; Marines Train in Puerto Rico; DARPA Dominance
· Nov. 14: Combating Drug Traffickers; Growing Partnerships in Indo-Pacom; Navy, Marines Mark 250th
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DM validates power projection, installation defense through combat readiness exercise
Air Force Wants Fighter Rockets for Ground Counter-Drone Ops    
Most of the Air Force’s biggest programs will now be overseen by a 4-star under the deputy SecDef  
New planes, ready fleet a focus as Wilsbach takes charge of Air Force
The pilot of an F-22 just controlled a drone wingman in flight
Air Force Using AI to Plan Storage for Munitions
Air Force puts out call to industry for new counter-air missiles
USAF's New Low-Cost Anti-Air Missile Program Aims For $500K Target Price
Air Force Fighter Roadmap Projects Slow Growth for F-35 Fleet
Wolfe tapped as Air Force’s new top enlisted leader
Gen. Kenneth Wilsbach sworn in as 24th Air Force Chief of Staff
Wilsbach formally installed as 24th Air Force Chief of Staff
Wilsbach Swears In as Air Force Chief, Releases First Message
AF This week in Photos: Nov. 21 
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Army asks industry for c-UAS parts, eyes potential small drone interceptor program
Counter-drone warfare at scale? Army demo shows it’s getting closer
Army names 9 installations that could be chosen for nuclear microreactor project
Army doubles balloons for upcoming SWARMS demo, adds NORAD to the mix
One-stop shopping for counter-drone gear is aim of joint task force
Army revolutionizes acquisition process to deliver warfighting capabilities faster
Army introduces sweeping reform of its acquisition structure
Army scraps PEOs in bid to streamline procurement, requirements processes
Army Announces Plans to Increase Drone Production
EXCLUSIVE: The Army is changing its acquisition structure. Here are the details
Space is key to the Army’s long march to a connected force
Army aims to field 1 million drones in next 2-3 years
Army seeks high-energy laser systems to kill drone swarms
Senate approves new leader for Army Cyber Command
Autonomy: Securing the Edge
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Report to Congress on the U.S. Marine Corps Marine Littoral Regiment
250th Anniversary of the Founding of the United States Marine Corps
Netflix Premieres “MARINES” Docuseries on the 250th Birthday of the U.S. Marine Corps
Marine Corps Celebrates 250 Years of 'First to Fight' 
Marines Reflect on 250 Years of Pride, Winning
The Marine Corps 250 year legacy, through the lens of 2nd Marine Air Wing
Marines, Sailors Train for Urban Operations
Our nation requires three ARG/MEUs
As a reminder, the Johnson Valley Shared Use Area will be temporarily closed to the public February 12–26, 2026, and August 13–27, 2026, to support critical service-level Marine Corps training. For more information, please visit: www.29palms.marines.mil/johnsonvalley.
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New Navy Unmanned Acquisition Office Could Oversee up to 66 Programs, Consolidate 6 PEOs
Navy Cancels Constellation-class Frigate Program
The Department of the Navy Honors 250 Years of the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps on Veterans Day
Navy SEALs plan to start a 10-day school to learn drone warfare
US surges naval airpower to Southcom with arrival of USS Gerald R. Ford, 9 embarked squadrons
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: Nov. 24, 2025 | Nov. 17, 2025 | Nov. 10, 2025 | Nov. 3, 2025
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Space Force Seeks Innovative New Battle Management, C2 Tools
Space Force must define acceptable risks of rapid acquisition push: Senior official 
Space Force astronauts? New report says guardians in space would be asset for future ops
From on-orbit to launch, Space Force needs more focus on dynamic space operations
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Latest FEMA acting administrator steps down, with no permanent chief tapped by Trump
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Nevada completes 28-day recovery from statewide cyber incident; refuses ransom and releases After-Action Report
Report blames Nevada hack on employee downloading malware
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In burned forests, the West’s snowpack is melting earlier
When Megafires Help — Study Finds Forests Can Grow Back Stronger
New Research Shows Redwoods Stand Strong Amid Wildfires—But Management Matters
Thinning, Burning Forests Provide Multiple Benefits, Some of Them Surprising
KU researcher’s new work focuses on Indigenous fire sovereignty
STATES
AZ: Funding Opportunity: The Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management (DFFM) Healthy Forest Initiative Grant Program is now accepting project applications. DFFM, with funding provided by the State of Arizona and USDA Forest Service is soliciting project proposals from $60,000 to $500,000 for fire prevention, critical infrastructure protection, and forest and watershed restoration through reduction of hazardous vegetation. Projects may occur on state, federal, tribal and private lands in Arizona. Applications are due no later than: January 9, 2026. All applications must be completed and submitted online at the following link. Grant Guidelines and Instructions can also be found at this link: https://gn.ecivis.com/GO/gn_redir/T/gi0q9w75g3l8 
For questions, contact our grant program at (602) 771-1575 or grants@dffm.az.gov 
AZ: Arizona Forestry Department Launches Major Wildfire Prevention Efforts
CA: Drip tank installed on Palos Verdes Peninsula
CA: California wildfire risk highest in Riverside, San Diego and Los Angeles counties
CO: Deadly beetles now infesting lower-elevation ponderosa pines
NM: New Mexico enlists AI to fight wildfires
UT: New Utah law to impose fee on wildfire-prone homes
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· Flying cars taking off into $1 trillion market
· Rifle Airport to host open house for 20-year development plan
· This Air Taxi Can Fly Without a Pilot: An Exclusive Look Inside Wisk's Newest Aircraft
· Airlines are optimistic about a quick recovery once FAA ends flight cuts
· Joby notches first flight for hybrid VTOL aircraft
· Air traffic control privatization debate resurfaces amid government shutdown
· The government might reopen this week, but it will take airports months to recover
· GA may be impacted by FAA airspace throttling
· Joby powers up first conforming eVTOL for systems tests
FAA
FAA Seeks Solutions for New Air Traffic Automation System 
FAA chief clears normal operations in the skies post-shutdown
FAA says flight cuts will stay at 6% because more air traffic controllers are coming to work
Business Aviation Leaders Warn Aircraft Privacy Rules Could Disrupt Transactions
Government shutdown: FAA limits most private jets at major airports
More air traffic controllers retiring amid government shutdown: Sean Duffy
FAA restricts commercial rocket launches indefinitely due to air traffic risks
DRONES
DHS Launches $500 Million Grant Program to Help States Counter Rogue Drones Ahead of 2026 World Cup and America 250 Event
Pentagon’s growing list of ‘made in America’ drones has a loophole for certain parts made in China
State leaders push laws to bring down drones
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NTIA Announces Approval of 18 BEAD Final Proposals
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FCC commissioner warns U.S. influence on satellite spectrum debates could wane
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A new application has been added to the Water Data Catalog. The IoW Storm Events Database (SED) is a comprehensive data exploration tool that gathers millions of data points from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
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FEDERAL
EO: Launching the Genesis Mission
· Fact Sheet: President Trump Unveils the Genesis Mission to Accelerate AI for Scientific Discovery
Environment takeaways from the spending deal
DOI: Inside Interior: Nov. 26 
DOI-BLM: Interior secures southern Arizona public lands in major border operation 
DHS-CBP: Trump Administration delivers 6 straight months of zero releases at the border
USDA-NRCS: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service Launches Office of the Assistant Chiefs to Strengthen Field Leadership and Accountability
STATES
AZ: Arizona lawmakers preview plans for the 2026 session
AZ: TRENDreport November 2025-Infrastructure Trends 
NV: Governor Lombardo Calls Special Session of the Nevada Legislature
NV: Statement from Governor Lombardo on Sine Die
WGA: 2025 Winter Meeting
WGA: Western Governors put bipartisanship into practice at WGA's 2025 Winter Meeting
TRIBAL 
Presidential Message on National Native American Heritage Month
Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Billy Kirkland highlights Trump-Vance Administration’s commitment to tribal sovereignty during visit to Yavapai Apache Nation
President Nygren Signs Partnership with UNM to Advance Navajo Nation Transportation and Data Innovation
NATHPO November 5th 2025 News Release
DATA CENTERS
· How government leaders can balance the pros and cons of data center development
· Data center growth drives locals to fight for more say
· Western governors gathered in Arizona focus on rising electricity demand driven by AI data centers
· Two New Data Centers May Come to Tucson, AZ Area
· Western states face unprecedented energy, water demand driven by AI boom
· Project Blue developers push to close Tucson data center deal by Christmas
· California data center health impacts tripled in 4 years
· With the rise of AI, California’s data centers require more water, energy. But by how much?
· The big data center buildup
How to make data centers less thirsty
INFRASTRUCTURE
Presidential Message on Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month
Top Trump Transportation Officials Underscore USDOT’s Commitment to Safety on Roads for First Responders and Partnership with State DOTs at AASHTO Annual Meeting
Polis Administrations Celebrates Increased EV Incentives for New and Used Electric Vehicles
The National Governors Association (NGA) held its Fall 2025 Governors’ Infrastructure Coordinators Workshop November 4-6, in Washington, D.C.
Driving Economic Growth Through Land-Use Planning
Building More Resilient Transportation Systems
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