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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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You are cordially invited to participate in the Friday, August 28th WRP TEC call (10:00 am Pacific). The featured presentation is Working with the Government Accountability Office: GAO’s Role and How It Relates to Tribes and Agencies by Dr. Anna Maria Ortiz, Director, and Leslie Pollock, Assistant Director, Natural Resources and Environment Team, Tribal and Native American Issues, U.S. Government Accountability Office. Click here to RSVP.

2026 WRP REPORT AND DEEP-DIVE FACT SHEETS
The final 2026 WRP Report is available here. WRP Partners developed a shared, multi‑state and multi-agency understanding of resilience and national security and how aviation, water, and wildland fire interdependencies can lead to cascading failures. The resulting 2026 Report documents how Partners advanced the priority of Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster. Final fact sheets summarize WRP’s efforts:
· WRP Aviation/Airspace Needs Fact Sheet
· WRP Water Security/Resilience Fact Sheet
· WRP Wildland Fire (Response/Prevention) Fact Sheet

[bookmark: _Toc234424239]NEW WRP STRATEGIC PRIORITY
WRP Principals established a new WRP Strategic Priority of “National Security for the WRP Region.” WRP leaders are asked to submit by August 6th their agency response on the survey conducted in support of the new priority. 
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· Marine Minerals Administration, Nuclear Regulatory Commission Sign MOU for Offshore Nuclear Energy Projects
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FERC
· FERC Fast-Tracks Reviews to Accelerate Actions at Hydropower Projects
· FERC Orders Western Grid Operators to Deliver Joint Report on Grid Coordination
· July 2026 | Commission Meeting 
· July/August 2026 | FERC insight 
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DOE recently released a draft of the 2026 National Transmission Needs Study (Needs Study) and opened a 60-day public comment period. DOE is hosting a webinar specifically geared to Tribal organizations on Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2026, from 1 to 2 p.m. ET. Registration is required. Comments on this draft study are due Sept. 7, 2026.
DOE Meets President Trump’s Goal, Delivers Third Advanced Reactor Criticality
Secretary Wright Applauds End of New Federal Wind and Solar Subsidies
Secretary Wright Announces Newly Appointed Members of the Secretary of Energy Advisory Board
Energy Secretary Secures Grid Amid Period of Hot Weather
Energy Secretary Secures Grid Across 17 States Amid Period of Hot Weather
DOE issues emergency order for western grid operator to use more resources to maintain power in 17 states
Greenlink North 525 kV Transmission Line Project: 91 FR 46784 - Environmental Impact Statements; Notice of Availability Comment Period Ends: 08/24/2026. PDF TEXT DETAILS  
DOE Efforts to Streamline Project Management at National Laboratories and Nuclear Sites [Reissued with revisions on Jul. 17, 2026] GAO-26-108520, July 16
Nuclear developers hit Trump’s July 4 deadline 
$75M to Accelerate Critical Minerals and Materials Recovery from Coal and Coal-Based Feedstocks
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Energy Department Announces Up to $65.5 Million to Advance Domestic Oil and Natural Gas Production and Delivery. Application deadline is September 22, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. ET
EIA
Petroleum Marketing Monthly
Petroleum Supply Monthly
Natural Gas Monthly Report
Monthly Energy Review
Electric Power Monthly
Monthly Densified Biomass Fuel Report 
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Proposed Mosey Solar Project, Clark & Nye Counties: 91 FR 47852 - Notice of Intent To Prepare a Resource Management Plan Amendment and Environmental Impact... Federal Register. Notices. Notice of intent. Wednesday, July 29, 2026. PDF TEXT DETAILS  
BLM Seeks Initial Input for Potential Oil and Gas Leases in California
BLM Announces September 2026 Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in Colorado
BLM’s Second-Quarter 2026 Oil and Gas Lease Sales Generate $4.1 Billion
BLM Seeks Input for November 2026 Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas
BLM Announces September 2026 Sale of Oil and Gas Leases in Utah
DOI-BOEM
BOEM Advances Gulf of America’s Third One Big Beautiful Bill Act Offshore Lease Sale
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CA: The Adopted 2025 Integrated Energy Policy Report is now available.
CA: Notice of IEPR Commissioner Workshop on Energy Demand Forecast Inputs and Assumptions, August 20, 1-5PM
CA: California Sends Notice of Intent to File Second Lawsuit Challenging Trump Administration’s Unlawful Offshore Wind Lease Buyouts
CA: Notice of Letter of Intent(s) for GFO-25-902 - Cost-Share for Federal Geothermal Energy Funding Opportunities: DE-FOA-0003589
CO: Colorado State Land Board Reaches Major Renewable Energy Milestone with Approval of Mirasol Solar Lease 
CO: July 2026 Resiliency Conversation: Energy Resilience through Infrastructure Planning
CO: Polis signs Colorado onto regional energy transmission deal
NV: Governor Joe Lombardo Applauds Mosey Solar Project Moving Forward in Southern Nevada
WGA: Utah Governor Spencer Cox releases Energy Superabundance report
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August 13, 3-4PM ET: Tribal Pathways in Nuclear Energy: Technology, Opportunities, and Federal Support Webinar
Strengthening Tribal Renewable Energy: People and Purpose
Office of Indian Energy Director Priorities
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: FY 2025 Colorado River Basin Tribal Drought Resiliency Program Bureau of Reclamation, Deadline: Thursday, September 23, 2026
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A Well-Connected Western Grid Benefits Birds and Communities
SunZia:
· SRP adds wind energy to portfolio
· Nuveen closes on its $546M investment in SunZia wind project
· America’s Largest Wind Farm Begins Operations Marking a Milestone for U.S. Energy Infrastructure
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· Fact Sheet: Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Modifies Two National Monuments, Restoring Sensible Land Management
· President Trump shrinks Bears Ears and Grand Staircase-Escalante — again
Mexico and US Team-Up to Build Desalination Plant
The Department of the Interior and Department of Commerce finalized a rule to eliminate the definition of “harm” under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). This final rule is effective September 14, 2026.
US Lawmakers Push to Tie Water Treaty Compliance to USMCA Review
FWS and NMFS Finalize Rule Rescinding ESA Definition of “Harm”
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Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Grants Further Regulatory Relief from Burdensome EPA Restrictions to Promote American Security
EPA Seeks Public Comment on Draft Guidance for Reducing Risk from PFOA and PFOS in Biosolids
EPA Proposes to Streamline State and Local Permitting Process for Minor Sources
EPA Hosts States, Water Systems, and Small Communities to Collaboratively Accelerate Investments in Water Infrastructure
EPA Advances Cooperative Federalism with Potential Approach for Coal Combustion Residuals Permitting Program
EPA Again Fulfills Its Statutory Obligation by Transmitting Two Additional California Waiver Rules to Congress
$30 Million to Support Small Water Systems and Advance Implementation of Real Water Technical Assistance
Judge orders EPA to fund climate grants, including $20 million for tribe in NV
Federal Judge Orders EPA to Administer Environmental Justice Grants
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NOAA releases new sky-high odds of historic El Niño in California
The Drought Data Dashboard (D3): A System for Open, Transparent, and Local Drought Monitoring
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DOI Restores Clear ESA Enforcement by Rescinding Misguided “Harm” Definition
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Readiness and Recreation Initiative (RARI) Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). There is $9 million available nationwide to support outdoor recreation projects that strengthen military readiness and protect mission-critical landscapes near installations and Sentinel Landscapes. The NOFO for RARI is rolling and valid for the next five years. State Lead Agencies may submit applications through November 1, 2030. 
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· BLM Seeks Input on Proposed Withdrawal Revocation Near Chaco Culture National Historical Park
· Chaco Canyon public comment period opens, as BLM proposes reopening 336,000 acres to mineral leasing
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Reclamation Publishes Final Environmental Impact Statement for Future Colorado River Operations
Colorado River Post-2026 Operations
Secretary Burgum Discusses Future of the Colorado River with Governors of the Seven Basin States
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: WaterSMART: Enhancing Water Resources Projects - Deadline: September 9, 2026
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· Secretary Burgum Returns Management of Grizzly Bears to the West
· Trump Administration Finalizes Endangered Species Act Regulation Reform 
· DOI Restores Clear ESA Enforcement by Rescinding Misguided "Harm" Definition
· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Finalizes Rule Downlisting the Razorback Sucker
· Feds downlist razorback sucker from endangered to threatened 
· Sonoran Pronghorn Recovery Takes a Village 
· 91 FR 43300 - Rescinding the Definition of “Harm” Under the Endangered Species Act Federal Register. Rules and Regulations. Final rule..... PDF TEXT DETAILS
· 91 FR 44756 - Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Reclassification of the Razorback Sucker From...Federal Register. Rules and Regulations. Final rule. RIN 1018-BE07. Friday, July 17, 2026. ... PDF TEXT DETAILS
DOI-USGS
· USGS National Water Availability Assessment Data Companion Now Features Interactive Map
USDA 
USDA Accepts 2.2 Million Acres Through 2026 Conservation Reserve Program Enrollment to Benefit Natural Resources, Ag Operations 
$50 Million Investment to Expand Timber Production and Enhance Forest Health in Nevada
USDA Advances Trump Administration Effort to Boost U.S. Mineral Energy Production
Funding Opportunity: USDA Invests up to $310 Million in Partnership Projects to Boost Farm Operations and Conserve Natural Resources. Due August 24, 2026. 
USDA-USFS
U.S. Forest Service, New Mexico sign agreement to strengthen long-term partnership
A new national report “Integrating Watershed Restoration in Wildfire Management," shows how restoring hydrologic processes strengthens cohesive wildfire management strategy and advances active forest management across all landscapes.
Hermosa critical minerals mining project reaches major federal permitting milestone
U.S. Forest Service Issues Final Record of Decision for South32 Hermosa
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$3 Million for Wetland Mitigation Banking Projects to Support Producers and Protect Wetland Ecosystems
USDA Clarifies Wetland Determinations to Provide Certainty to Farmers
$52 Million in 19 Projects to Expand Wildlife Conservation, Outdoor Access
Water and Climate Update: July 30 | July 23 | July 16 | July 9
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Western States Water Newsletter: July 27 | July 13 
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Arizona water conservation efforts paying off
Arizona's San Pedro River runs dry at key monitoring gauge
Arizona permits higher arsenic levels under uranium mine despite tribal opposition
Arizona project studies ways to increase groundwater
New SRP pipeline will boost access to stored groundwater in dry times
City of Scottsdale spending $8.25 million on water from Harquahala Valley
APS to convert Cholla power plant from coal to natural gas. It expects water usage to be the same
Arizona lawmakers work for $746K for Goodyear water site, city hopes for more
Fountain Hills to host future of water conversation
Tucson Receives AWS Designation from ADWR
Tucson has 100-year water supply
Pinal added as drought disaster area
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August 5: The next Lunch-MAR meeting will feature executive team members from the Groundwater Demand Management (GDW) Network. Their presentation, “Groundwater Demand Management in California: An Overview of Case Studies, Implementation, Economics & Policy,” 
Huge California reservoir project may not have enough water
Judge denies environmentalists pause on California water projects
30x30 California Partnership 2026 Summit September 29, 9 AM - 5 PM, California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, CA 
Environmentalists, tribes sue feds over renewed approval of Mojave Desert pipeline
L.A. water regulators target polluted runoff from big parking lots
Los Banos Creek Detention Dam project aims to boost California water storage for future
Tehama County Supervisor steps back in approving groundwater fees
Kern water districts officially pledge just 1/3 of state ask for delta tunnel costs
City to shut off Kern River at the end of the month
Special master to be appointed in east Kern desert water trial
Kern water districts slash support for delta tunnel to a third of 2025 levels
San Diego water rate proposal could raise bills for low users
Board members sue over alleged ‘water scheme’ in western Fresno County water basin
California I-5 commuter city can't stop megadevelopment
MMWD seals agreement for pipeline project
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New Report: Polis Administration Delivered Key Funding and Policies Over the Past Year to Meet Climate Goals and Make Coloradans Healthier 
More Colorado homeowners are replacing thirsty lawns with drought-friendly landscapes
Drought conditions in many parts of Colorado remain extreme, but monsoon should help
Colorado Department of Transportation using weather balloons to help prepare for next big storm 
$30M will be spent to clear the water at scenic Grand Lake
Aurora considers penalties for Niagara Bottling over drought water use
Nearly 460 miles of rivers in Colorado under fishing restrictions as a result of heat and drought
Why Colorado became the first state to protect forests in its constitution
Colorado water suppliers turn to computers and snitch lines to enforce drought restrictions
Colorado River still has good rafting flows in drought -- here's why
Colorado water officials announce creation of state-run conservation program
Severe drought forces tough decisions for pumpkin growers in Northern Colorado
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Nevada's Newest State Park Needs a Name
Nevada orders cease and desist for solar project over alleged water violations 
Lawsuit could determine Nevada regulators' ability to curtail water rights
Las Vegas Valley Water District excessive use fees face challenge in class-action lawsuit
Lake Mead nears record low; Hoover Dam power cuts eyed
As snowpack shrinks, Sierra Nevada mountain ponds undergo dramatic change
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Read the new report Compiling Seepage Studies: Over a Century of Groundwater-Surface Water Exchange in New Mexico,  and explore the new application from the .
The Clock Is Ticking for New Mexico to Cut Rio Grande Water Use
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Salt Lake City wants to limit nonresidential water use to 200,000 gallons daily 
Rain offers relief, but little help for reservoirs during drought
After fire and flooding, Cox declares a state of emergency in 3 Utah counties
Utah plans to buy, preserve more land on the south side of the Great Salt Lake
Utah is lowering water levels in this reservoir in the middle of a drought
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EPA Announces $1 Million in Funding to Reduce Lead in Tribal Drinking Water
Federal Land and Water Management: Lessons Learned from Implementing Federal-Tribal Shared Decision-Making Agreements GAO-26-108965, July 31
Federal Response to Flooding Across the Navajo Nation 
California Just Funded the Second Largest Tribal Land Return in State History in Siskiyou County
Tribe to acquire 40,000 acres of ‘absolutely beautiful’ ancestral land in Northern California
WTI Releases Policy Brief on Tribal Sovereignty
Navajo Nation Advances Renewal of Arizona State Grazing Leases
The Rise of Tribal Water Power in Arizona
Half of Households on Native American Reservations Lack Access to Reliable Water Sources, Clean Drinking Water, or Adequate Sanitation
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The Supreme Court shrunk clean water protections in the West. Colorado and New Mexico are restoring them
Executive summary – Global Critical Minerals Outlook 2026
Where is Western drought the worst? Experts point to these places, industries
Desert Tortoise Recovery and Sustainment Partnership Annual Meeting August 13, 2026. Contact Kristina Drake (kristina.drake@mdlt.org) and Clay Noss (clay.noss@mdlt.org) for more information.
Recording: WestFAST Webinar: Overview of Water Rights Litigation Nationwide with Stephen Bartell, Department of Justice
Colorado River:
· Scope of Hacks on U.S. Water Supply Widens as Evidence Points to Iran
· Upper Basin States Release Joint Statement on Federal Environmental Impact Statement Regarding Future Colorado River Operations
· Federal proposal: 3 states to share water cuts of Colorado River
· Federal proposal could reshape Colorado River management after 2026
· Decision expected soon over Colorado River water usage: Here's what to know
· New Survey Finds Water Security Is a Top Priority Across the Colorado River Basin
· Feds to share first Colorado River plan this week
· Colorado River reservoirs hit record lows as Trump administration threatens major cuts
· Official: Agreement could come soon on Colorado River
· Historically low water level in two crucial US reservoirs threatens water and power for millions
· Expected Colorado River pact seen as step in right direction
· New Colorado River rules are coming next week, and states still can't agree how to share water
· The West’s moment of reckoning is here on the Colorado River
· The Colorado River’s biggest reservoirs are in ‘uncharted territory’ after new record low
· As reservoirs dry up, state takes steps towards saving Colorado River water
· Official hopeful as Colorado River states race to reach water deal
· Lake Powell power threatened by record low water 
· Cities embrace water conservation efforts as Lake Powell reservoir faces crisis
· Combined acre-feet of Lake Powell, Lake Mead at record low. Here's what that means for the Colorado River Basin
· Lake Powell could plunge near lows that threaten power production next year: federal study
· Lake Powell, Mead drop to historic low, signaling major water crisis
· Lake Powell reaching critically low elevation levels, nearing 'dead power pool,' experts say
· Lake Powell, a vital reservoir, plunges toward unprecedented low levels as water crisis deepens in US west 
· Combined storage at Lake Powell and Lake Mead hits record low
· Lake Mead expected to drop nearly 33 feet by June 2028, and that's not even the worst-case scenario
· Federal government helping add water to Lake Mead, SoCal water agency says
· Feds to pay millions to boost Lake Mead’s dwindling water levels
· A major Colorado River reservoir is getting ‘perilously’ low
· Basin states set to sign new 2-year Colorado River agreement, SNWA says
· Tribes, states, and the federal government battle for Colorado River water rights
· CRIT seeks stronger protections for senior Colorado River water rights in federal plan
· Water releases for Yampa River begin out of Elkhead Reservoir to combat low flows
· The Colorado River’s biggest reservoirs are in ‘uncharted territory’ after new record low
· Should new rules for the Colorado River save some water for the river itself?
· SoCal, federal government make Hail Mary effort to save Lake Mead
· In US West, drought pits farms against towns, industry in scramble for water
· A Colorado River decision could trigger major water cuts. How did we get here?
· As Colorado River and tributaries shrink, a public power system frays
· Blue Mesa Reservoir in crisis amid historic drought, causing downstream impacts
· A new evaporation study launches in the Upper Colorado River Basin
· WRRC: Colorado River Negotiations Discussed at WRRC Co-sponsored Webinar
· WRRC Webinar Launches Water Conservation Factsheets
· AZ: Governor Katie Hobbs Releases Statement on Colorado River Final Environmental Impact Statement for Future Colorado River Operations
· AZ: ADWR statement on Reclamation’s Final Environmental Impact Statement for Future Colorado River Operations
· AZ: 'We are deeply concerned': Arizona leaders ask Congress for emergency funding to protect Colorado River
· AZ: Arizona expected to take 31% cut in Colorado River supplies
· AZ: Plan To Save Lake Mead Nears as Katie Hobbs Says Water Cuts ‘Unacceptable’ 
· AZ: After debate, Arizona Water Bank will make cities whole during Colorado River cutbacks
· AZ: Arizona facing deep Colorado River cuts under ‘unacceptable’ federal plan
· AZ: Secure Water Arizona Program to help Phoenix deal with Colorado River cuts
· AZ: Feds set to unveil Colorado River plan. How it could hit Arizona
· AZ: Scottsdale is defending its water future in the face of big Colorado River cuts
· AZ: Scottsdale buys $8.25 million of water credits in Harquahala Valley
· AZ: AZ cities banked Colorado River water for decades. How much will they be allowed to get back?
· NV: Governor Joe Lombardo Releases Statement on Colorado River Final Environmental Impact Statement
· NV: Nevada faces ‘unrealistic reductions’ in ‘fundamentally flawed’ Colorado River plan, officials say
· NV: Nevada to lose a third of its Colorado River water over the next two years. What happens next?
· UT: Utah spared from facing mandatory cuts in feds' Colorado River plan
· UT: Colorado River negotiations: Three states reportedly have an agreement. Utah's impact is unclear.
· UT: Why is Utah stalling a deal to give Indigenous tribes Colorado River water rights?
· WGA: Western governors negotiate as deadline nears for Colorado River
Tijuana River: 
· Mexican Government Aims to Complete Tijuana River Cleanup by 2027
· New air purifier applications address Tijuana River Valley pollution
· Air purifier program reopens amid Tijuana River sewage crisis
· What the Tijuana River Cleanup Reveals About San Diego's Bigger Challenge
· Binational Tijuana–San Diego Plan to Clean Tijuana River Moves Forward
· Solving Tijuana River sewage crisis – are 'zero days of beach closure' possible?
· County Environmental Health issues closure notice of Coronado's Glorietta Bay
· U.S. provides emergency water to Tijuana after pump failure
· ‘No more vague commitments’: San Diego leaders say trade deal must have Tijuana River sewage solution
· No pollution fix, no deal: Officials warn renewal of international trade pact must be tied to solving crisis
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Webinar: August 13, 12-1:15PM MST A Guide to Key Findings of the Arizona Tri-University Recharge and Water Reliability (ATUR) Project Report
WRRC Webinar Launches Water Conservation Factsheets
WRRC Weekly Wave: July 24 | July 10
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DOW Establishes Direct Reporting Portfolio Manager for Unmanned Systems to Ensure American Drone Dominance
Protecting US installations against aerial drones could cost billions, CBO says
Options to Counter Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems
DOW Memo Establishing the Direct Reporting Portfolio Manager for Unmanned Systems
Pentagon awards deals for laser weapons that could shoot down drone swarms 
Joint Interagency Task Force 401 Publishes Counter-Drone Handbook
JIATF-401 awards CACI $500M for non-kinetic cUAS
The Office of Strategic Capital Signs $820 Million Conditional Loan Commitment with Performance Drone Works to Expand Domestic Drone Component Manufacturing
Inside the Pentagon’s new handbook on countering drones
Hegseth creates powerful new drone office, pulling authority from the military services
$86 Million Joint Laser Weapon System Agreements to Scale Directed Energy Capabilities
DOW Announces Awards $86 Million Joint Laser Weapon System Agreements to Scale Directed Energy Capabilities
War Department Changes Cybersecurity Maturity Model Certification Requirements
DOW Announces Landmark Agreements With New Entrants to Accelerate Low-Cost, Air-Launched Cruise Missiles
Large-Scale Cybersecurity Exercise Focuses on Operational Technology
DOW Releases Updated List of Foreign Institutions Engaging in Problematic Activities to Counter Unauthorized Technology Transfer
Hegseth: Department Success Buoyed by Courage, Spirit, Leadership
How the Pentagon plans to help mitigate industry concerns over critical mineral EO
Pentagon willing to work with industry over critical mineral EO concerns
Pentagon puts out call for robot boats that launch attack drones
Army helicopters, Navy drones sink two retired ships at RIMPAC
Pentagon calls for cheaper long-range strike weapons, with testing in just 3 months
Trump authorizes use of AI for defense supply chain mapping
Reditus readies first launch of its re-entry vehicle/hypersonic target
Pentagon pursues space-based solar power
Navy, Army risk wasting money, time without unified hypersonic missile strategy
Pentagon Announces Multiyear Deals for Affordable Cruise Missiles
Pentagon seeks to shift $4.3B to pay for increasing operation and personnel costs
Pentagon delays stall more than 150 wind projects across 24 states, advocacy report finds
Why DOW, Silicon Valley now are betting on solar power beaming sats
‘Testing is now underway’: Zelenskyy confirms progress on major US defense deals
Pentagon to explore cheaper replacements for the MQ-9 Reaper
Pentagon’s top new weapons programs are 12 years behind schedule: Watchdog
Pentagon continues to 'struggle' with key weapons development timelines: GAO
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: 
· Military Installation Research Programs: Sign up for notifications for research funding opportunities. Contact Jesse Ross, Department of Navy, Coordinator, Innovation Landscapes of the Southwest, jesse.j.ross15.civ@us.navy.mil
· DOW’s Innovation Landscapes Network continues to work with Sentinel Landscape partners to coordinate on competitive research in Resource Conservation and Natural Hazards Adaptation topic areas that support military installations. FY26 Defense Community Infrastructure Program Notice of Funding Opportunity is Live
[bookmark: _Toc215588971][bookmark: _Toc215589026][bookmark: _Toc223434057][bookmark: _Toc226389290][bookmark: _Toc231553824][bookmark: _Toc231911321]USAF
U.S. Air Force Increases Stealthy Cruise, Anti-ship Missile Production
Historical highlights: 250 years of independence, partnership, and airpower
Air Force shapes requirements for a new era of uncrewed airpower
DAF, Arizona State University partner to strengthen installation energy resilience
Air Force tests collaborative combat aircraft at Creech AFB
A-10’s take final flight at Davis-Monthan AFB
A-10 Warthog makes final flight out of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base
Air Force may cut back on Pacific drills to preserve near-term ‘readiness’
The US Air Force Is Quietly Shrinking Below 5,000 Aircraft For The 1st Time In Its History
Air Force plans downselect for second CCA batch next year
In first, Air Force fires live shot off CCA wingman drone
Up to six designs could move ahead in Air Force’s next robot-wingman effort
Air Force eyes next-gen engine ‘integration’ by 2030
An Early Look at the New Air Force Counter-Drone Units
US Air Force turns to cheaper cruise missiles it can buy by the thousands
Air Force completes first-ever CCA live-fire test with Anduril YFQ-44A
Air Force Creating New Job Specialty in Base Air Defense
AF This week in Photos: July 31 | July 24 | July 17 | July 10 
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Army announces Project Convergence-Capstone 6: A milestone in modernization
Army leaders: Next Generation Command and Control ‘ready to scale’
Garrison welcomes new senior leader
Army’s heavy units face counter-drone capability gaps
Army reveals new details on autonomous launcher, high energy laser program
Army makes new tweaks to acquisition portfolios, realigns autonomy office
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Marines to get new anti-drone round for M4 and M27 rifles
Two new Marine units will prepare grunts for drone warfare
Marine Corps creates new small drone training unit
Marine regiment tests longer-range drone capability
Marine Corps Plans 5% Force Growth as Attack Drones Expand
Report to Congress on the U.S. Marine Corps Ground Combat Element 2040 Initiative
Marine Corps accepts last Osprey aircraft
US Marine Corps welcomes delivery of final MV-22B Osprey
How a former Marine is rewriting the future of battlefield AI
Completion of Basilone Road Remediation, Bolstering Readiness at Camp Pendleton
US Marines successfully test-fire new medium-range air defense system
Marine Corps drafting new strategic vision for its information warfare arm
Johnson Valley Shared Use Area will be temporarily closed to the public August 13–27, 2026, to support critical service-level Marine Corps training. For more information, please visit: www.29palms.marines.mil/johnsonvalley.
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GAO Report on Hypersonic Missiles on Navy Warships
Navy Ship Modernization: DOW Needs Comprehensive Strategy to Field Hypersonic Missile Capability GAO-26-107974, July 17
Restricted Report: Navy Readiness: Attack Submarine Fleet Readiness GAO-26-108029C, July 16
Navy changes title for sailors working in cybersecurity to reflect ‘warfighting’ ethos
Navy won’t conduct crucial at-sea hypersonic missile test until 2027
US Navy moving forward on West Coast dock for aircraft carriers
Military’s largest supercomputer is now live at Navy base
Navy develops strategy to weaponize data, AI
US Navy fears ballistic missile subs can be hit by drones, anti-tank rockets
The US Navy is eyeing next-gen carrier-based drones. Here’s what they might do.
Navy awards $2.2 billion for first of new class of amphibious ships
NAVFAC Southwest Delivers State-of-the-Art Quantum Information Technologies Lab to NIWC Pacific, Highlighting Strong Partnership
Navy teases next step in key drone boat program
Navy carrier in Mideast at sea for more than 200 days, testing crew resilience
USNI News Western Pacific Pulse: July 31, 2026 
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker:  July 27, 2026 
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SpaceX wins $1.6B to launch Space Force 'sensing and targeting' sats
Extra $11 billion to fund huge leap in Space Force launches
Space Force Launch Program Surges from 60 Missions to 170
The Space Force faces growing pains. Here’s how the next chief can help.
Space Force Chief Nominee: China Going ‘Breathtakingly Fast’
Space increasingly becoming a warfighting domain, says Space Force chief nominee
Space Force can’t figure out what personnel it needs for its missions, GAO says
Space Force faces budget uncertainty as leader plans exit next month
Space Force adds two startups to small, medium launch pool
Space Force officially has its own weapon for taking out satellites
Two more rocket-makers join Pentagon's list of launch options
GAO flags satellite costs, launch risks in Space Force portfolio
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FEMA
$1.4 Billion To Support Community-Led Recovery and Resilience Projects Across the U.S.
$700,000 to Prescott, Havasupai Tribe for flood mitigation projects
$600 Million to Help Communities Reduce Flood Risk 
$584 Million To Support Community-Led Resilience and Recovery Across the U.S.
Millions in Federal Funds to Train Community Officials on Disaster Preparedness and Response
Wildfire Preparedness Summit Unites State and Federal Interagency Leaders for a Safer Season
FEMA Corps Resumes, Application Period Open for 2027 Class of Future Emergency Managers
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
· $600 Million to Help Communities Reduce Flood Risk. FEMA’s  program funds community-led projects to reduce or eliminate the risk of repetitive flood damage to structures and buildings insured by the National Flood Insurance Program. Application deadlines vary. States, Tribal Nations, or territories must have received a flood-related emergency or major disaster declaration between June 1, 2025, and May 31, 2027, in order to be eligible for the funding opportunity. For each qualifying flood event, FEMA will provide a deadline to eligible applicants.
· $56 Million Available to American Communities for Flood Risk Management. The funding opportunities published today span two separate grant programs: 
· FY 2026 Cooperating Technical Partners grant program funding opportunity makes $41 million available to communities that participate in the National Flood Insurance Program. The application period closes on August 17. 
· FY 2026 Community Assistance Program – State Support Services Element funding opportunity makes $15 million available to states, U.S. territories, and the District of Columbia. The application period closes on August 11. 
· $48 Million in Funding to States, Territories and Tribal Nations to Enhance Alerts and Warnings Capabilities
· FEMA Publishes Funding Opportunities to Help Communities Prepare for Earthquake Risks
· Apply for FEMA's Fiscal Year 2024 Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant Program by August 6
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White House Launches Gold Eagle Initiative for Unprecedented Cybersecurity Vulnerability Coordination
White House announces ‘Gold Eagle’ AI clearinghouse for cyber vulnerabilities
Aviation Cybersecurity: FAA and TSA Are Collaborating on Cybersecurity but Need to Address Key Shortfalls GAO-26-107693, July 16
California launches next phase of state cybersecurity plan as AI changes threat landscape
FCC blocks approval of new foreign-made robots, power inverters
AI, once relegated to helping hackers with certain tasks, can now power every stage of a cyberattack
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US Federal Agencies Scramble as Catastrophic Western Wildfire Season Ignites
U.S. Forest Service Promises 20,000 Acres Annual Thinning
US Wildfires Burn 3.9 Million Acres as Forest Chief Fronts Congress
EPA Statement on Cross-Border Wildfire Smoke and Air Quality Impact on U.S.
As Willow Fire approached, a call for help launched a race to save Colorado's native fish
As we operate in peak fire season 
Busy wildfire season tests US fire bosses as they juggle resources to stay ahead
After wildfires destroyed 95% of this California tribe’s forests, members uncovered 1,200 ancestral sites 
New FireSat satellites promise faster wildfire detection over California and beyond
Reforestation: Nature and nurseries
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: 2027 Joint Fire Science Program Notice of Funding Opportunity Announcements are NOW OPEN
STATES
CA: California’s wildfire defense blasts off: Governor Newsom launches “FireSat” wildfire-detection satellites to spot blazes from space
CA: As California heads into a hotter, drier season, Governor Newsom launches One Less Spark wildfire prevention campaign
CA: Governor Newsom highlights robust investments in fire prevention and cutting-edge firefighting technology to combat wildfire and save lives
CA: California cuts trees to prevent wildfires. It has nowhere to put them
CA: Dove fire tests California amid rising wildfire heat risk
CA: Task Force Continues to Solicit Feedback on Draft Action Plan. Regional Webinar Recordings are now available. View the draft plan and share your feedback during the partner review period which closes August 7, 2026.
CA: October 1-2- Next Task Force Regional Meeting to be Held in Humboldt County
CA: CAL FIRE Announces Availability of $20 Million for Wildfire Resilience
CA: LA Times Podcast Highlights California's Draft Wildfire and Landscape Resilience Strategy and Southern California Ignition Reduction Program
CA: Sierra Business Council Conducts Survey to Help Inform the Task Force’s Workforce and Career Development Strategy
CA: Critical Need to Expand Reforestation Capacity to Keep up with Wildfires
CA: Board of Forestry Releases 2026 Fire Risk Reduction List, Showing More Communities Stepping Up to Prevent Wildfire
CA: California Launches “FireSat” Wildfire-detection Satellites
CA: CAL FIRE Publishes Reference Guide for Pest Threatening Forests in California
CA: California's Wildfire Cocktail Remains a Dangerous Mix
CA: In January 2026, a UCLA-led team of specialists convened 54 experts to examine how water systems can adapt to increasing fire risks and how those changes should be financed. The collaboration produced Water Supply Systems, Fire, and Finance, a report that highlights how funding restrictions, including Proposition 218, and inconsistent coordination between water agencies and fire departments create major obstacles.
CA: What California has learned from an AI-enabled early wildfire detection system
CO: A group of aspen trees can slow or even stop fires, study says
CO: Colorado's wildfires cost a quarter billion dollars, early estimate shows
CO: Report: Woody biomass in Colorado: Quantification, assessment and opportunities
CO: Colorado's drought isn't impacting water access to fight wildfires
CO: Colorado wildfires: Aspen Acres fire burns more than 250 homes in Pueblo, Custer counties
NM: U.S. Forest Service, New Mexico sign agreement to strengthen long-term partnership
NV: Las Vegas to harness post-fire floodwaters to grow urban forest
NV: $50 Million USDA Investment to Expand Timber Production and Enhance Forest Health
UT: State forester defends Utah's wildfire mitigation efforts amid destructive fire season
UT: Utah wildfires have burned more acres this year than the past 5 years combined
UT: Babylon Fire becomes first Utah fire to reach 100,000-acre mark in 8 years
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· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Adjusts Imports of Commercial Aircraft, Jet Engines, and Aircraft and Engine Parts into the United States
Trump administration weighs offshore space launches
BOEM Initiates First Step to Explore Potential for Outer Continental Shelf Space Launch & Recovery
Secretary Duffy Celebrates America’s 250th, Delivers $1.776 Billion to Upgrade Airports Across U.S.
Flying Taxis Are Coming, But Infrastructure Improvements Must Catch Up
Colorado Shares Unleaded Aviation Fuel Transition Update
Officials sound the alarm over growing number of drone sightings near airports
FAA
Secretary Duffy Announces Major Move to Streamline Commercial Space Licensing
FAA Issues $1.7B in Grants for Airport Upgrades
Celebration of America’s 250th Sees Delivery of $1.776 Billion to Upgrade Airports Across U.S.
Secretary Duffy Celebrates America’s 250th, Delivers $1.776 Billion to Upgrade Airports Across U.S.
FAA Announces Major Milestone in eVTOL Technology Use 
FAA Releases Plan for Transitioning General Aviation Aircraft to Unleaded Gas
Major Milestone in FAA’s eVTOL Program Achieved
Successful Counter-Drone Efforts Helped Keep Millions of Fans Safe During FIFA World Cup 2026, With More Than 700 Drones Seized
DRONES
Counter-UAS Authority for State, Local, Tribal, and Territorial Law Enforcement and Correctional Agencies
The FCC Enters New Enforcement Phase for Foreign Drones
Amazon, Walmart among companies in drone delivery race
AASHTO Comments on Proposed FAA Drone Rule
Lightweight cells powered by nuclear waste could drive tomorrow's drones
Drone Sightings Near Airports Nearly Doubled in Second Quarter
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Administration Clears Plan for 4.4 GHz Study in Major Milestone for 6G Leadership
FAA Statement on 5G
FCC approves satellite spectrum license streamlining
How the FCC can protect IoT innovation in the 900 MHz band
NTIA Launches Global “Call to Action for 6G Leadership and Security”
The Lesson of 250 Years of American Communications: There Is No Such Thing as “Future-Proof” Technology
From Call Boxes to AI: 250 Years of Public Safety Communications
Secretary Lutnick Strengthens FirstNet Authority Board with the Appointment of Four Experienced Leaders
Advancing Broadband and Public Safety Across the Navajo Nation
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: NTIA Announces Funding Opportunity for AI-Native Wireless Network Innovation. Closes September 9, 2026.

[bookmark: _Toc176276519][bookmark: _Toc181607093][bookmark: _Toc181607152][bookmark: _Toc205193586][bookmark: _Toc205193643][bookmark: _Toc205202530][bookmark: _Toc205202611][bookmark: _Toc207792126][bookmark: _Toc207793033][bookmark: _Toc207885207][bookmark: _Toc210321903][bookmark: _Toc210322271][bookmark: _Toc210402186][bookmark: _Toc213083519][bookmark: _Toc213165132][bookmark: _Toc213165180][bookmark: _Toc215588982][bookmark: _Toc215589037][bookmark: _Toc223434068][bookmark: _Toc226389301][bookmark: _Toc231553835][bookmark: _Toc231911332]GIS
August 18, 10AM PT: Finding water data in Arizona just got easier. Join Arizona State University and the Center for Geospatial Solutions in a webinar to launch the Arizona Water Observatory: a centralized, open-source web platform that provides actionable, up-to-date water data across Arizona.
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FEDERAL
Presidential Determination Pursuant to Section 101 of the Defense Production Act of 1950, as Amended, on Recoverable Critical Minerals and Materials
· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Delegates Defense Production Act Authority with Respect to Recoverable Critical Minerals and Materials That Are Essential to Our National Defense
Proclamation: Regulatory Relief for Certain Stationary Sources to Promote American Chemical Manufacturing Security
· Fact Sheet: Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Grants Further Regulatory Relief from Burdensome EPA Restrictions to Promote American Security
DOI: SO 3451 - Establishment of the Marine Minerals Administration
DOI-BOEM: MMA Drives Next Step in America’s Offshore Critical Mineral Strategy
DOJ: Justice Department Releases $25M in Law Enforcement Grants and Resources
DHS: Trump administration delivers 14 straight months of zero releases at the border
DHS: DHS and Secretary Mullin Mark One Year Anniversary of Historic Big Beautiful Bill 
EPA: Administrator Zeldin Delivers Keynote at Tennessee Infrastructure Summit, Highlights EPA's Cooperative Approach to Environment and Economy
GAO: Reliance on Imported Critical Minerals Leaves the U.S. Exposed. How Can Emerging Technologies Help?
STATES
· CA: Belvedere environmental leader tapped for California water board
· CO: Governor Polis Kicks Off Celebrate Colorado: A Celebration of Colorado’s 150th Birthday! 
· UT: The State of Utah Applauds National Monuments Modifications
· UT: Gov. Cox appoints Hannah Freeze as Great Salt Lake commissioner
· UT: Gov. Cox appoints Jamie Barnes commissioner of the Utah Department of Natural Resources
· UT: Joel Ferry leave Cox's cabinet Colorado River Great Salt Lake nuclear oversight
· UT: Mike Mower on serving four Utah governors and why relationships matter most
· WGA: 2025 Annual Report
· WGA: Governor Joe Lombardo Named Vice Chair of Western Governors’ Association
TRIBAL 
DOI Seeks Nominations for Secretary’s Tribal Advisory Committee
OMB’s Proposed Rule: Potential Impacts on Federal Grants to Tribal Nations
President Nygren Signs to Advance $11.5 Million in New Mexico Community Projects
Nygren News July 2026 
Long-awaited cleanup begins at radioactive uranium mine on the Navajo Nation in New Mexico
NATHPO's 26th Annual Conference & Sacred Places Summit will take place August 24-28, 2026, at the Hotel Albuquerque
DATA CENTERS
EPA Issues Permitting Guidance to Further President Trump’s Agenda Promoting Data Centers and Safeguarding Communities
Winning the AI race means bringing communities along
GOP Govs join Trump pledge designed to shield ratepayers from data center costs 
Why geothermal is not ready to power US data centers
How Amazon is Cutting Water Use in its Global Data Centers
Some data center companies are working to be 'good neighbors,' but is it enough?
CA: Lawsuit Tests Water Strategy Behind California’s Lithium Valley
CA: As AI expands, California communities debate new data center projects
CA: Data center developer sues for right to use Colorado River water in thirsty California county
CA: County hits pause on data centers to scrutinize energy and water disputes
NM: New Mexico county adopts data center moratorium as residents protest Spaceport proposal
NM: Climate advocacy org urges New Mexico leaders to adopt data center moratorium
NV: Henderson City Council rejects data center moratorium
NV: Clark County residents demand data center moratorium
NV: Controversial Boulder City data center moves to federal land after application withdrawn
NV: Developer withdraws Boulder City data center, signals move to federal land
UT: Concern about data center impacts on Great Salt Lake grows, now for Tooele project’s wastewater
UT: Another data center planned near the Great Salt Lake comes under fire
UT: Here’s how much water Kevin O’Leary’s partner says data center will use
UT: Critics call for more details about Stratos data center in Utah’s west desert
WGA: Western governors' new transmission agreement is a green light for growth
INFRASTRUCTURE
USDOT Issues $1.73B in BUILD Grants to 127 Projects
$1.73 Billion in Infrastructure Across America Supporting Jobs and Big, Beautiful Projects
USDOT Aims to ‘Optimize’ U.S. Transportation System
USDOT New Initiative Using AI to Modernize Transportation Infrastructure
Secretary Duffy Clears the Way for High-Speed Rail with Overdue Reforms
FHWA Offers $120M in Transportation Technology Grants
Federal Highway Administration Seeks Public Input on Future of Interstate System
FHWA Launches ‘Reimagining America’s Interstates’ Effort
AASHTO Comments on OMB Uniform Guidance Changes
State DOTs Partner with The Nature Conservancy on Wildlife Connectivity
Arizona DOT Completes ‘Dark Skies’ Lighting Project
Nearly $2B Reconstruction of Anderson Dam to Begin in 2027
Why California is rebuilding Santa Clara County's largest dam
California Invests $2.5B in Transportation Projects Statewide
$2.5 billion to strengthen transportation infrastructure and advance public transit systems across California
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