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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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The 2026 WRP Principals’ Meeting will take place May 28-29 in Utah. The WRP Principals’ Meeting provides an opportunity to learn more about issues impacting the region and to network with other senior policy-level colleagues representing states, federal and tribal government. Together, WRP Principals will develop strategies and actions for addressing identified issues and priorities over the next year. 

[bookmark: _Toc226389255]WRP Tribal Engagement Committee (TEC)
[bookmark: _Hlk210041496]Due to the timing of the WRP Principals’ Meeting, the TEC will not be meeting in May. The next call will take place on Friday, June 26th (10:00 am Pacific). During this call, there will be two presentations: an Update on the 2026 WRP Principals’ Meeting and Making Interactive Media for Indigenous Communities: It's as easy as writing a blog by Dr. AnnMaria De Mars, President, 7 Generation Games.

The April 24th WRP TEC featured presentation: Avoiding the Next Digital Divide: Defining Digital Sovereignty for Tribal Nations in the AI Age by Dr. Traci Morris, Executive Director of the American Indian Policy Institute (AIPI) and Research Professor at the Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law at ASU. The meeting can be viewed here. 
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There are three Deep-Dives in support of the current WRP Priority of “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster”:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs

WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items.

2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives. 
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· Memo: Presidential Determination Pursuant to Section 303 of the Defense Production Act of 1950, as Amended, on Coal Supply Chains and Baseload Power Generation Capacity
· Memo: Presidential Determination Pursuant to Section 303 of the Defense Production Act of 1950, as Amended, on Domestic Petroleum Production, Refining, and Logistics Capacity
· Memo: Presidential Determination Pursuant to Section 303 of the Defense Production Act of 1950, as Amended, on Development, Manufacturing, and Deployment of Large-Scale Energy and Energy‑Related Infrastructure
· Memo: Presidential Determination Pursuant to Section 303 of the Defense Production Act of 1950, as Amended, on Grid Infrastructure, Equipment, and Supply Chain Capacity
· Memo: Presidential Determination Pursuant to Section 303 of the Defense Production Act of 1950, as Amended, on Domestic Petroleum Production, Refining, and Logistics Capacity
· President Trump’s Powerful Leadership Highlights American Strength as Energy Dominance Delivers Global Stability
· Put nuclear reactors in space within a few years, White House tells Pentagon
· U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Approves License Renewal Application for Extended Operations of Diablo Canyon
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· FERC Finalizes Five-Year Review of the Oil Pipeline Index
· FERC to Act on Large Load Interconnection Docket by June 2026 
· FERC Issues Notice & Agenda for Workshop on Electric Transmission Formula Rate Processes
· Sunshine Notice | April 2026 Commission Meeting
· Summaries | April 2026 Commission Meeting
· April 2026 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 4 
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Secretary Wright Signs Agreements To Grow American LNG Exports, Advances 'Trump Peace Pipelines Framework
DOE Issues RFP to Continue Swift Execution of President Trump’s 172-Million-Barrel Strategic Petroleum Reserve Exchange
Energy Deputy Secretary Danly Commends FERC Action on Large Load Interconnection Reform
DOE's Hydropower and Hydrokinetic Office to Release $430 Million to Improve America's Hydropower Fleet
FACT SHEET: California’s War on American Energy Impoverishes Residents and Harms National Security
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Energy Department Issues Funding Opportunity to Strengthen American Critical Minerals and Materials Supply Chain. Deadlines for full applications will be staggered based on topic area, starting in May 2026. 
EIA
EIA releases the Annual Energy Outlook 2026
Hormuz closure and related production outages are key drivers in EIA’s latest forecast
State Energy Data System: Total renewable energy, wood, and biomass waste through 2024
Petroleum Marketing Monthly
Wholesale Electricity and Natural Gas Markets data
Petroleum Supply Monthly
Company Level Imports
Natural Gas Monthly Report
U.S. energy flow and energy consumption by source and sector charts for 2025
Monthly Energy Review
Electric Power Monthly
State Energy Data System: Total petroleum products, asphalt, road oil, lubricants, petroleum coke, and other petroleum products through 2024
Wholesale Electric Markets Data
Monthly Densified Biomass Fuel Report
Annual Energy Outlook 2026
Short-Term Energy Outlook
U.S. Crude Oil and Natural Gas Proved Reserves, Year-End 2024
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Two Historic Agreements to Promote Affordable, Reliable Energy Production in the United States
Interior Announces Strategic Initiative to Improve Efficiency, Boost American Energy Independence and Better Serve the American Taxpayer
Interior Highlights Record U.S. Energy Production Under President Trump’s American Energy Dominance Agenda
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· BLM announces June 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Nevada
· BLM announces June 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Utah
· BLM announces June 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Colorado
· BLM seeks input for August 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas
· BLM oil and gas lease sales in Colorado, Nevada, and Utah generate $64.8 million in revenue
· BLM takes steps to accelerate geothermal energy development
EPA
· EPA Clarifies When Oil and Natural Gas Producers Can Flare After Phase Out Deadline
· To Advance U.S. Energy Dominance, EPA Proposes Several Amendments to Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) Requirements
· EPA Continues to Unleash Domestic Energy with Revisions to Burdensome, Unworkable Biden-era Oil and Natural Gas Regulations, Saving Americans Billions in Energy Costs
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AZ: Governor Hobbs’ Arizona Energy Promise Taskforce Delivers Report & Recommendations
AZ: Gov. Hobbs Visits MILESHIGH Project as Arizona Geothermal Development Gains Momentum
AZ: Attorney General Mayes sparks turf war with Arizona Corporation Commission
AZ: Trump admin. sues Ariz., Con.., Ill. over prediction markets
AZ: Notice of Virtual Public Meeting and Possible Executive Session AZOGCC | May 8, 2026 Join from Zoom on Meeting Date/Time. View Agenda.
CA: Governor Newsom exposes Trump’s Sable offshore pipeline lie: one month of oil, prices have only gone up
CA: Governor Newsom announces the completion of first-of-its-kind solar-covered canal in the Central Valley — piloting a new way to save water and reduce costs
CA: State launches new two-in-one energy and water project in Central Valley
CA: CEC Listens to Industry, Government, and Utility Feedback about Implementing the Energy Code
CA: CEC Approves Soda Mountain Solar and Battery Storage Project in San Bernardino County
CA: SoCalGas customers spared paying $266M for hydrogen pipeline project
CA: UC Merced and TID test solar panels atop canals with grant
CO: Polis Administration Awards $12.4 Million to Further Develop Geothermal Energy in Colorado
CO: Governor Polis on Colorado’s Energy Achievements
NV: Judge puts legal challenge to NV Energy’s peak demand charge on April docket
NM: Governor establishes Energy Affordability and Grid Reliability Council - 13-member council designed to protect ratepayers, modernize the grid 
WGA: Livestream Governor Cox's final Energy Superabundance workshop on May 20-21 
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EPA to Invest $90 Million to Strengthen Water Infrastructure for Tribes and Rural Communities
‘Energy dominance’ agenda sidelines tribes
May 14: Microgrids and Distribution Infrastructure Webinar
IE Staff Out and About: Fossil Energy Tribal Working Group (FETWG)
Regional Roundtable 10: CEC Order Instituting an Informational Proceeding on Tribal Affairs and Tribal Energy Sovereignty 
Notice of Regional Roundtable 11: CEC Order Instituting an Informational Proceeding on Tribal Affairs and Tribal Energy Sovereignty (25-OIIP-01) – Central Southern Region (May 12th)
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: Energy Department Announces $50 Million Investment to Advance Affordable, Reliable, and Secure Energy for Tribes. Applications due July 24, 2026, at 5 PM ET
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TerraPower Commences Construction on America's First Utility-Scale Advanced Nuclear Power Plant
Lawsuit Targets Trump Administration Approval of BP’s New Ultra-Deepwater Drilling Project in the Gulf of Mexico, 16 Years After Deepwater Horizon
A mosaic of microclimates: biodiversity outcomes and wildlife habitat potential in large‐scale solar facilities
SunZia:
· Pattern Energy Wins Inaugural InEight Project Championship for SunZia Wind and Transmission Project
· SunZia comes online and America’s 11B, and largest renewable project begins wind power
· SunZia starts supplying power
· The US’s largest clean energy project is generating power
· Largest US renewable project begins generating electricity
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White House CEQ Unveils Program to Partner with Private Sector on Modernizing Permitting Technology
US Army Corps of Engineers approve early refilling of Truckee reservoirs
USDA Designates Three California Counties as Natural Disaster Areas with Assistance to 3 Contiguous Counties in Nevada
USDA declares extreme drought in Inyo County, 3 Nevada counties
[bookmark: _Toc213083491][bookmark: _Toc213165104][bookmark: _Toc213165152][bookmark: _Toc215588951][bookmark: _Toc215589006][bookmark: _Toc223434034][bookmark: _Toc226389268]EPA
Administrator Zeldin Announces Selection of Members to the Science Advisory Board
EPA chief Lee Zeldin: Congress should pass new PFAS legislation
EPA, HHS Announce Historic Actions to Protect Americans from Microplastics and Safeguard Drinking Water
EPA Issues Title V Permitting Guidance to Ensure Certainty for American Businesses and Alleviate Permitting Backlogs
EPA Proposes Approving Maricopa County’s Innovative Emission Reduction Credits Plan for Facilities to Grow the Economy While Ensuring Clean Air
EPA Launches Water Reuse Action Plan 2.0 to Advance Agency’s Core Mission and Strengthen US Industry, AI, and Energy Dominance 
Water Reuse Action Plan 2.0
Rep. Ruiz Secures EPA Chief’s Commitment to Address New River
Drinking water systems cite struggles with costs and timelines for cleaning up PFAS
Proactively Addressing PFAS in Drinking Water Helped by EPA's Initiative
Updated Drinking Water Contaminant List Published by EPA
How Lee Zeldin Shifted the Mission — and the Message — of the E.P.A. 
EPA to study microplastics, chemicals in water
[bookmark: _Toc226389269]EPA (contains items for CA and other states) EIS No. 20260046, Draft, BLM, CA, Castle Mountain Mine, Comment Period Ends: 06/01 91 FR 20653 - Environmental Impact Statements; Notice of Availability - Content Details - 2026-07533 Federal Register. PDF TEXT DETAILS    
NOAA
2024–2026 National Ecological Drought and Tribal Webinar Series
· May 26, 2026, 11 a.m. PT: Ecological Drought: Drought Dashboards to Improve Drought Monitoring, Inform Tribal Resilience, and Preserve Ecological and Cultural Resources 
· May 13, 2026 12 p.m. PT: Ecological Drought: Collaborative Planning, Response, and Decision-Making registration
Snow Is Scarce in the Upper Colorado Basin
Drought Status Update for California-Nevada | April 27, 2026
Snow Drought Current Conditions and Impacts in the West | April 9, 2026 
Intermountain West Snow Drought and Water Supply Briefing
New AI Tool Forecasts Drought 90 Days Ahead Nationwide
NIDIS Celebrates 20 Years of Advancing Drought Early Warning and Long-Term Drought Resilience 
[bookmark: _Toc215588954][bookmark: _Toc215589009][bookmark: _Toc223434038][bookmark: _Toc226389271][bookmark: _Toc139290513][bookmark: _Toc139290623][bookmark: _Toc139291385][bookmark: _Toc139291554][bookmark: _Toc139291707][bookmark: _Toc142033635][bookmark: _Toc142078793][bookmark: _Toc144806389][bookmark: _Toc144832063][bookmark: _Toc144832239][bookmark: _Toc144832302][bookmark: _Toc147496133][bookmark: _Toc149916425][bookmark: _Toc149922542][bookmark: _Toc152563705][bookmark: _Toc155260117][bookmark: _Toc155266246][bookmark: _Toc157786314][bookmark: _Toc163555289][bookmark: _Toc163584202][bookmark: _Toc163585870][bookmark: _Toc166002337][bookmark: _Toc166067980][bookmark: _Toc166077735][bookmark: _Toc168059584][bookmark: _Toc168066771][bookmark: _Toc170743886][bookmark: _Toc173433080][bookmark: _Toc173559800][bookmark: _Toc176276486][bookmark: _Toc181607062][bookmark: _Toc181607121][bookmark: _Toc205193555][bookmark: _Toc205193612][bookmark: _Toc205202499][bookmark: _Toc205202580][bookmark: _Toc142033633]DOI-BLM
· Consecutive years of extreme drought and earliest snowmelt on record create challenges on the Rio Grande
· BLM seeks input on proposed Castle Mountain Mine expansion in southern California
· BLM issues final decision on Indian Peak Range Watershed Restoration Plan
· BLM approves mineral exploration in Inyo County
· Coalition challenges groundwater pipeline as water tensions rise in the Mountain West
DOI-Bureau of Reclamation
Reclamation Acts to Protect Colorado River System During Historic Drought
Bureau of Reclamation advances Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project with $67.7 million contract for construction of the project’s San Juan River intake facility
Reclamation refills Truckee reservoirs early to improve water operations
[bookmark: _Toc226389272][bookmark: _Toc223434040][bookmark: _Toc138863488][bookmark: _Toc138947931][bookmark: _Toc138948886][bookmark: _Toc139290516][bookmark: _Toc139290626][bookmark: _Toc139291388][bookmark: _Toc139291557][bookmark: _Toc139291710][bookmark: _Toc142033639][bookmark: _Toc142078798][bookmark: _Toc138863487][bookmark: _Toc138947930][bookmark: _Toc138948885]NASA
· Snow Is Scarce in the Upper Colorado Basin
USACE
· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers completes Record of Decision for Sites Reservoir Project
[bookmark: _Toc223434042][bookmark: _Toc226389273]USDA
· USDA Finalizes Historic Regulatory Reform in National Environmental Policy Act Final Rule
USDA-USFS
Forest Service plan to close research stations stokes fear as wildfire season approaches
[bookmark: _Toc226389274]USDA-USFWS
· Temblor Legless Lizard: 91 FR 23934 - Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 12-Month Not-Warranted Finding for the Temblor Legless Lizard...Federal Register. Proposed Rules. Notification of finding. PDF TEXT DETAILS 
· CalPortland—Oro Grande Quarries & Cement Plant, San Bernardino County: 91 FR 24005 - Incidental Take Permit Application for the Desert Tortoise; Draft Habitat Conservation Plan and... Federal Register. Notices. Notice of availability; request for public PDF TEXT DETAILS    
[bookmark: _Toc223434043][bookmark: _Toc226389275]USDA-NRCS
Record Low April 1 Snowpack across Western U.S. Means Impending Water Shortages
NRCS Announces Second Application Sign-ups for Agricultural Land Easements 
NRCS’s Decade-long Work is Today’s Miracle for Colorado’s White Hawk Trail 
Water and Climate Update: Mar. 26, 2026 | Mar. 19, 2026 | Mar. 12, 2026
USGS
New Nationwide Tool Helps Answer: Do We Have Enough Water? 
[bookmark: _Hlk163098305]
[bookmark: _Toc138863491][bookmark: _Toc138947933][bookmark: _Toc138948888][bookmark: _Toc139290518][bookmark: _Toc139290628][bookmark: _Toc139291390][bookmark: _Toc139291559][bookmark: _Toc139291712][bookmark: _Toc142033643][bookmark: _Toc142078800][bookmark: _Toc144806395][bookmark: _Toc144832069][bookmark: _Toc144832245][bookmark: _Toc144832308][bookmark: _Toc147496138][bookmark: _Toc149916434][bookmark: _Toc149922551][bookmark: _Toc152563712][bookmark: _Toc155260124][bookmark: _Toc155266253][bookmark: _Toc157786320][bookmark: _Toc163555295][bookmark: _Toc163584208][bookmark: _Toc163585876][bookmark: _Toc166002342][bookmark: _Toc166067985][bookmark: _Toc166077740][bookmark: _Toc168059591][bookmark: _Toc168066778][bookmark: _Toc170743894][bookmark: _Toc173433087][bookmark: _Toc173559806][bookmark: _Toc176276493][bookmark: _Toc181607070][bookmark: _Toc181607129][bookmark: _Toc205193562][bookmark: _Toc205193619][bookmark: _Toc205202506][bookmark: _Toc205202587][bookmark: _Toc207792101][bookmark: _Toc207793008][bookmark: _Toc207885182][bookmark: _Toc210321879][bookmark: _Toc210322247][bookmark: _Toc210402162][bookmark: _Toc213083495][bookmark: _Toc213165108][bookmark: _Toc213165156][bookmark: _Toc215588957][bookmark: _Toc215589012][bookmark: _Toc223434044][bookmark: _Toc226389276][bookmark: _Toc138863492][bookmark: _Toc138947934][bookmark: _Toc138948889][bookmark: _Toc139290519][bookmark: _Toc139290629][bookmark: _Toc139291391][bookmark: _Toc139291560][bookmark: _Toc139291713][bookmark: _Toc142033644][bookmark: _Toc142078801][bookmark: _Toc144806396][bookmark: _Toc144832070][bookmark: _Toc144832246][bookmark: _Toc144832309][bookmark: _Toc147496139][bookmark: _Toc149916435][bookmark: _Toc149922552][bookmark: _Toc152563713][bookmark: _Toc155260125][bookmark: _Toc155266254][bookmark: _Toc157786321][bookmark: _Toc163555296][bookmark: _Toc163584209][bookmark: _Toc163585877][bookmark: _Toc166002343][bookmark: _Toc166067986][bookmark: _Toc166077741][bookmark: _Toc168059592][bookmark: _Toc168066779][bookmark: _Toc170743895][bookmark: _Toc173433088][bookmark: _Toc173559807][bookmark: _Toc176276494]State Updates 
Western States Water Newsletter: March 23, 2026 | March 6, 2026
[bookmark: _Toc181607071][bookmark: _Toc181607130][bookmark: _Toc205193563][bookmark: _Toc205193620][bookmark: _Toc205202507][bookmark: _Toc205202588][bookmark: _Toc207792102][bookmark: _Toc207793009][bookmark: _Toc207885183][bookmark: _Toc210321880][bookmark: _Toc210322248][bookmark: _Toc210402163][bookmark: _Toc213083496][bookmark: _Toc213165109][bookmark: _Toc213165157][bookmark: _Toc215588958][bookmark: _Toc215589013][bookmark: _Toc223434045][bookmark: _Toc226389277]Arizona
Gov. Hobbs vetoes Arizona water recovery bill
Copper World failed to disclose well drilling; State auctions land for mine tailings
Appeals court won’t force Arizona to review water use near upper San Pedro River
Second Lawsuit Launched to Protect Arizona’s Upper Verde River, Endangered Species From Illegal Cattle Grazing
Arizona groundwater ruling could be 'death knell' for 100-year water supply rule, expert says
Judge rules against ADWR’s water-based restrictions of Phoenix housing developments
Judge: Ariz. broke law in freezing homebuilding due to water
Arizona water agency regulations that restricted homebuilding were illegal, judge rules
Arizona town facing severe water restrictions as supply could run out by summer
Arizona town facing water issues as city implements severe restrictions
Experts warn of tougher years as deepening drought strains Arizona towns
A town in Arizona could run out of water in just three months. Here's why. 
Recording: Morning Scoop: A coalition for protecting Arizona’s lifeline
[bookmark: _Toc226389278]California
Governor Newsom and First Partner Siebel Newsom announce plan to create three new state parks
Yuba County gets first state park in major California expansion
The clock is ticking on water projects to bring local groundwater basins into compliance.
Some farmers now must report how much water they pump
California farmers want to turn water‑starved land into solar power
State board denies requests by Tulare County farmers to be exempted from up to $12 million in pumping fees
SLO County CA looks into desalination for drinking water
Delta Wetlands Project Tests Carbon Storage Potential
A new forecasting system called the Advanced Quantitative Precipitation Information (AQPI), developed by NOAA Research, Colorado State University’s Cooperative Institute for Research in the Atmosphere, and The Scripps Institution for Oceanography at UC San Diego (Scripps) Center for Western Weather and Water Extremes (CW3E), is now operational in the San Francisco Bay Area.
A new Maven’s Notebook feature article discusses bridging the gap between new climate science and water planning in California.
New method to raise investment funds for projects that restore coastal wetlands for climate adaptation
Suisun Bay Sewage Spill Nets Record Fine Of $5.6 Million
City fights to prevent decades of water war ‘uncertainty’
New twist emerges in battle over century-old Northern California dams
Responses to ballooning mussel invasion range from full-on combat to getting ready to make a plan
Newsom’s Delta tunnel faces major hurdles ahead
Delta tunnel inches forward
Proposed Delta water tunnel advances after state council rejects most challenges
Delta Conveyance Project achieves important milestone, advances closer to construction
California delta tunnels project gets partial green light
Delta Counties Celebrate Final Court Victory Blocking Illegal Financing for Delta Tunnel
Proposed decision favors California in delta tunnel project dispute
California Supreme Court denies review of major appellate decision rejecting DWR’s attempt to validate bond financing for Delta Tunnel
California Supreme Court denies review of major appellate decision rejecting DWR’s attempt to validate bond financing for Delta tunnel project
State's high court agrees DWR overstepped tunnel funding authority
Support for delta tunnel dropping in Kern County
Meeting Notes: Rosedale-Rio Bravo reduces support for “delta tunnel;” agrees to buy more land above Lake Isabellar
California Coast and Ocean Report: Status, Progress, and What’s Ahead – 2026 Highlights 
May 13-14: First 2028 Water Plan Advisory Committee meeting at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Sacramento. The meeting agenda is now available for download. Please use this optional RSVP form to let us know you will be there. Livestream links are below:
· Day 1: California Water Plan Advisory Committee Meeting - May 13, 2026 
· Day 2: California Water Plan Advisory Committee Meeting - May 14, 2026 
New report focuses on strategies to maximize success of Prop 4
Sonoma County declares dry water supply for Russian River area despite recent rains
Potter Valley Dam Update: The U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Says That a Municipal Water District in Riverside County is Interested in Taking Over the Project
Researchers to measure atmospheric benefits of restored San Francisco Bay wetland
129,000 fall-run inland Chinook Salmon released by CDFW into Lake Oroville
Scott River salmon restoration gets new California grant
Let’s go fishing! Salmon fishing is back in California after more than 3-year closure
Reclamation to boost Sacramento River flows for salmon 
California ends funding for endangered salmon restoration
California condor population tops 600 for first time since near-extinction
NASA Images Reveal California Superbloom Is Visible From Space: Wildflowers Are Carpeting This Beloved National Monument
Historic new report maps California’s coastal successes and failures
How experts are racing to save California's giant sequoias
Carpinteria’s $90 million water recycling project—a first for Santa Barbara County—will break ground In May
Upcoming Public Meetings for the Desalination Executable Solution and Logistics (DESAL) Plan - County of San Luis Obispo
Lake Oroville Community Update: April 10, 2026 April 17, 2026
Salton Sea:
· Gov. Newsom launches first new conservancy in 15 years to accelerate progress at the Salton Sea
· States’s first new conservancy in 15 years supports Salton Sea
· California’s largest and most polluted lake gets a new conservancy
· Newsom launches conservancy to help restore Salton Sea
· California launches Salton Sea Conservancy, first new conservancy in 15 years 
· California’s largest and most polluted lake gets a new conservancy
· Gov. Newsom launches first new conservancy in 15 years to accelerate progress at the Salton Sea
· Gov. Newsom, CNRA launch state’s first new conservancy in 15 years to help accelerate Salton Sea restoration
· California launches Salton Sea Conservancy, first new conservancy in 15 years
DWR is convening the first 2028 California Water Plan Advisory Committee meeting on Wednesday, May 13, and Thursday, May 14, 2026 (two half days). The Advisory Committee provides recommendations to DWR and informs development of the plan. The Advisory Committee is an appointed body, and all committee meetings are open to the public. The agenda is now available.
As California moves to drill more, some oil operators face big trouble
Small pumpers excluded from state sanctions prompting backlash and allegations that some may try to game the system
Secretary Karen Ross Introduces California’s Plan to Help Agriculture Thrive in a Changing Climate
Record Heat Sizzled Away the Snow. Here’s How California is Preparing for What’s Ahead
New State Water Plan In The Works For A Hotter Future
Fourth San Joaquin Valley groundwater region avoids state intervention
The California Lake Billed as the ‘Saudi Arabia of Lithium’
[bookmark: _Toc223434047][bookmark: _Toc226389279]Colorado
Governor Polis and Colorado Parks and Wildlife announce first investments from SB24-230 for Wildlife and Land Protection Funds
Colorado rafting companies head into an ‘unprecedented’ season, with most streamflow projections half of normal
Colorado farmers tighten their belts ahead of summer drought
Robots are joining a fight to protect fish and crops from elusive invaders in the Colorado River
Invasive zebra mussels discovered last October in Colorado River
Cloud seeding couldn’t save Colorado from a historically bad snowpack, but the dry winter sparked more interest in the technology
Northglenn enacts water restrictions amid drought
Western Slope soil conservation districts pledge dollars to Shoshone efforts
Denver Water sets 2026 drought surcharges
Aurora offers help replacing Colorado lawns with drought-tolerant alternatives​ as drought restrictions tighten
Aurora Water paying customers to replace grass with drought-friendly plants
Aurora Water relies on reuse water purification to maintain clean resource access
Aurora City Council to vote on possible water restrictions
River access in Colorado remains contentious after a half century
Colorado business sees increase in rain barrel interest amid drought
A freakishly dry spring is changing the landscape in Colorado
Even if Coloradans slash their water use, their bills will likely rise
[bookmark: _Toc223434048][bookmark: _Toc226389280]NeVADA
Thousands of Las Vegas homeowners join grass removal lawsuit against SNWA
Nevada Supreme Court rules in favor of state engineer, Albemarle’s Silver Peak mine
Ash Meadows could become Nevada’s next national conservation area
Balancing Growth and Conservation in Nevada’s Water Future
Boulder urges water reduction as city enters ‘drought watch’
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New Mexico’s Time-Honored Irrigation Canals Face Existential Threat
Low snowpack and record early snowmelt as New Mexico enters third year of drought
NM State Land Office announces 60,000 acres of state trust land protected from development
New Mexico commission to consider new oil and gas cleanup rules
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A Utah emergency drought declaration is ‘coming fairly soon,’ says Gov. Cox
Cox assures emergency drought declaration as reservoirs projected to struggle
Utah's drought intensifies again as peak snowpack runoff has 'come and gone'
State warns of 'uncharted territory' as Utah water officials brace for driest summer on record
Record-low snowpack may lead to more severe wildfire season in Utah
Utah's snowpack situation is a piece of a larger Western problem
The Great Salt Lake is dying and fixing it could cost billions
Lowest-ever snowpack conditions in Utah are 'truly unprecedented'
Utah pollinator program offers grants for drought-tolerant native gardens
Groups file appeals to stop Pine Valley Water Supply Project
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President Nygren Tours LeChee Water Treatment Plant Project
President Nygren Attends Division of Natural Resources Expo 2026, Delivers Welcome Address
Critical Well Replacements Continue for Navajo Nation Agricultural Producers
Tribal work on Great Salt Lake's largest tributary earns regional prize
Tribal and Environmental Advocates Denounce Certification of Consistency Approval for the Delta Conveyance Project
Reclamation announces $6.3 million in technical assistance to tribes
The 2024-2026 National Ecological Drought & Tribal Webinar Series seeks to raise awareness of ecological drought, share actions that strengthen ecosystem resilience and mitigate the impacts of droughts, and highlight advancements in integrating interdisciplinary research and management needs for future drought planning and preparedness. 
· Ecological Drought: Collaborative Planning, Response, and Decision-Making, May 13 at 3 p.m. ET/12 PM PT Register
· Ecological Drought: ﻿Drought Dashboards to Improve Drought Monitoring, Inform Tribal Resilience, and Preserve Ecological and Cultural Resources May 26 at 2 PM ET/11 a.m. PT Register
WGA
WGA shares bipartisan policy recommendations on Endangered Species Act implementation
Western Governors express support for the National Parks and Public Lands Legacy Restoration Fund 
WGA submits bipartisan policy recommendations for developing the critical minerals supply chain
WGA calls for increased investment in snow water forecasting capabilities
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Upland Bird Leks: The Wildest Dance Floors On Earth
The Invasion Severity Index
Why 2 oil states are slow to embrace wastewater recycling
Break­through could help bring relief to the parched West 
This state is betting on cloud-seeding drones to solve its water problem
Wings Unharmed: Global Approaches to Mitigating Wildlife Collisions Webinar
· Part 1: June 22, 1:00 pm ET Click Here to Register
· Part 2: June 23, 12:00 pm ET Click Here to Register
[bookmark: _Hlk210734010]WestFAST: April 15 WestFAST webinar, presented by Charles Scaife of DOE, is available on the WSWC YouTube channel. Please see this link for description of the webinar, the speaker's bio, and recording here.
WestFAST May 7 webinar on water and data centers. The login info can be found here.
Colorado River:
· Interior secretary: 'Nobody will be happy' with river plan
· Interior unveils emergency plans for Colorado River
· Colorado River water states must make sacrifices, Sec. Burgum says
· Feds’ $140 million promised to Colorado River drought mitigation projects remains stuck for ‘bureaucratic’ reasons 
· Feds order massive water release from Flaming Gorge to prop up Lake Powell
· New federal plan for sharing the Colorado River could come in April
· Bureau of Reclamation makes preparations to keep Lake Powell afloat amid dire drought conditions in Colorado River basin
· Reclamation Acts to Protect Colorado River System During Historic Drought
· As Arizona faces Colorado River cuts, Phoenix and Tucson set up a system for cities to share water
· Arizona GOP pushes to protect Colorado River's limited water 
· Arizona water cuts loom as Colorado River negotiations put farms at risk
· Colorado River crisis: Arizona Republican lawmakers meet with Trump administration
· In the West’s water war, Arizona’s governor is betting on Trump — and Iran
· Arizona water department secures law firm for potential Colorado River legal fights
· Arizona business and political leaders need to work together on Colorado River messaging, advocates say
· Reps. Biggs and Stanton say Colorado River states need drought mitigation funding now
· Conservation isn’t enough for the Colorado River’s drier future, ASU water expert says
· U.S. to drastically alter Colorado River releases, Arizona officials warn
· City leaders say Phoenix is 'prepared' in face of drought, but conditions on Colorado River remain a concern
· Phoenix plans tougher water cuts as Colorado River crisis grows
· Phoenix explores mutual aid to conserve threatened water supply
· Phoenix leaders plan for water shortages as Colorado River shrinks
· CAP supports historic three-state Colorado River deal
· Expert: Scottsdale could lose much of Colorado River water supply in near future
· Fontenelle Reservoir About Half-Full As Downstream States Demand More Water
· Western Slope boaters pull tons of trash from the Colorado River in cleanup
· The Great Shuffle: Emergency Water Moves Aim to Save Glen Canyon Power
· States call for Colorado River mediator as Lake Mead, Lake Powell talks stall
· Colorado River operations – What’s current and what’s future?
· New research shows prehistoric lake contributed to the birth of the Grand Canyon
· Upper Colorado River Basin States’ Governors Release Statement on Proposed Draw Down of Flaming Gorge and Upper Basin Reservoirs
· Can the Colorado River Survive 2026?
· Utah, Colorado River states call for mediation. Can it break the stalemate?
· Cox sees potential for short-term deal on Colorado River water
· Utah agrees to massive water release from Gorge to prop up Colorado River system
· Upper Colorado River states push for mediation on water cuts
· 'A completely new reality': Bolder measures are needed to prevent extreme water shortages in cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas that depend on the Colorado River
· Could a mediator help break the Colorado River deadlock? These states think so
· The driest year revisited: Five takeaways from 2002 for today’s Colorado River
· New Colorado River plans could harm native fish in Grand Canyon
· Colorado River crisis deepens as reservoirs near key threshold
· Colorado River states voice reluctant support for drought releases
· Colorado River water releases aim to help Lake Powell electricity
· Colorado River states approve releases from Flaming Gorge to bolster Lake Powell
· Colorado River water release is a 'Band-Aid on a gaping wound' with negotiations stalled
· Denver Water will drain and close Antero Reservoir amid drought
· Lake Powell will get a short-term boost amid Colorado River drought
· How plants can impact Colorado River levels
· Severe Colorado River drought leads to water releases from Upper Basin reservoirs and reduced flows from Lake Powell
· ‘We are not at the table’: A Ute elder on water, power and the Colorado River
· New plan will boost Lake Powell, take water away from Lake Mead during dry year
· Water could be released from Flaming Gorge to prop up Lake Powell
· A short-term fix for Lake Powell could be coming while Colorado River negotiations drag on
· Abysmal math on the Colorado River
· Scientists finally know where the Colorado River’s missing water is going 
· Colorado River projected to deliver one-fifth of normal water to Lake Powell after ‘astonishing’ March heatwave
· During Colorado River Water Shortage, AI Tools Reveal Tradeoffs
· As Shrinking Colorado River Imperils California Agriculture, Data Centers Seek More Water
· Cloud seeding could be a cost-effective way to put a little more water in the Colorado River
· Colorado River and Lake Powell water outlook is far below normal
· Warming and snow loss increase reliance on old groundwater in a Colorado River headwater
· 'Dismal,' 'depressing' and 'seriously dry': Low snow threatens Colorado River water supply
· 'We're in a really tough shape': Lake Powell's grim outlook only getting worse
· Colorado River supply forecast melts after March heat wave
· Colorado River advocates combat threats with many tools, personhood
· U.S.-Mexico water sharing should change under a dry Colorado River, new report argues
Tijuana River: 
· Toxic gas levels in Imperial Beach hit record high
· Supervisor Paloma Aguirre call Newsom to declare State of Emergency in Tijuana River Valley
· Tijuana River sewage treatment resumes following heavy rain
· Environmentalists worry EPA proposed budget cuts will impact Tijuana River Valley cleanup efforts
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WRRC Webinar Highlights Water Partnerships in Northern Arizona
WRRC Weekly Wave:  | Apr. 17 | April 10 | April 3  
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Department of War Releases the President's Fiscal Year 2027 Budget
Honorable Jay Hurst and Lt. Gen. Steven Whitney Hold Press Briefing on the Department's Fiscal Year 2027 Defense Budget
Pentagon’s Fiscal Year 2027 Budget Request for Procurement Programs
Department Official Details DOW's Intelligence, Security Priorities
Department of War Releases the President's Fiscal Year 2027 Budget
$1.5 Trillion Budget Request Prioritizes Service Members, Modernization
War Department's $1.5 Trillion Budget Proposal Includes Sizable Nuclear Triad Investment
Pentagon’s FY27 budget seeks 85 F-35s, but most ride on reconciliation
Pentagon's drone strategy puts $54 billion DAWG in the fight 
Pentagon officials broadly detail $55 billion drone plan under DAWG
Pentagon’s Munitions Acceleration Council identifies 14 ‘critical’ weapons for 2027
Pentagon formally requests name change to War Department, setting up fight with Dems
Pentagon asks Congress to codify ‘Department of War,’ estimates $52 million cost
Defense Primer: Strategic Nuclear Forces
2026 Defense Community Infrastructure Program NOFO FAQs
Army and Navy Continue Tests of Hypersonic Missile
Joint Task Force Commits Over $600 Million to Procure New Counter-UAS Capability
Joint Interagency Task Force 401 Enhances Counter-UAS Capability to Protect the Southern Border 
Counter-UAS Marketplace Streamlines Acquisition, First Purchases Total $13 Million
Golden Dome Will Protect Homeland, Provide Layered Defense, Leaders Say 
Department of War Showcases Progress on Golden Dome for America, the Nation's Next-Generation Homeland Defense
Military Leaders Update Congress on Force Readiness, Quality of Life Programs
Nordhaus Underscores National Guard's Indispensable Role
The Pentagon replicated a Ukrainian-style drone attack in Florida. Now it’s changing its counter-drone strategy
Iran’s targeting of our THAAD/TPY-2 radars is a 'big freaking deal' 
Pentagon Zeroes Out E-7 in Budget, Leaving Its Future Uncertain
White House Picks Raytheon Exec to Lead Space Force Acquisition
DOW Showcases Progress on Golden Dome for America, the Nation's Next-Generation Homeland Defense
DOW moves to make its largest-ever investment in drones and anti-drone weapons
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: FY26 Defense Community Infrastructure Program Notice of Funding Opportunity is Live
Colorado, Montana bases selected for DOD microreactor program
US military eyes high-energy ‘laser dome’ for domestic air defense
[bookmark: _Toc215588971][bookmark: _Toc215589026][bookmark: _Toc223434057]This Week at DOW: April 10: This Week in DOW: Iran Ceasefire, Daring Rescue, Honoring Gold Star Spouses 
[bookmark: _Toc226389289]REPI
· 2027 REPI Challenge Request for Proposals Released: Strengthening Defense Missions and Safeguarding Warfighter Readiness. Pre proposals must be submitted through the REPI Challenge Portal by Thursday, July 2, 2026, at 8:00 PM Eastern Time.
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Memo: Presidential Determination Concerning the Air Force's Jet Fighter Training Operations in Idaho, Oregon, and Nevada
· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Issues Presidential Determination to Support U.S. Air Force Jet Fighter Training Operations
USAF implements restructure of Strategy, Design, Requirements directorate
B-21 Raider accelerates delivery of long-range strike capability
Budget request directs record $338.8 billion to Air Force and Space Force to meet 'challenges of today and tomorrow'
Air, Space forces request over $24 billion for fiscal 2027 weapons sustainment program
Air Force Plan: $12B to Buy Nearly 28,000 Cheap Cruise Missiles
Forging warrior-leaders: SecAF underscores USAFA’s vital role in national defense
US Air Force looks to launch cheap missiles from cargo aircraft
Department of Air Force picks bidders for nuclear microreactors, assigns locations
Air Force Plans to Keep B-1s Through 2037, Fly B-2s Longer
Air Force Doubles Planned F-15EX Fleet to 267 Fighters
Air Force eyes massive boost for F-15EX fleet
Air Force seeks to scrap its E-11 BACN fleet
Air Force says A-10 ‘Warthog’ will stay in service through rest of the decade
Air Force budget increases spending by 38% to boost readiness and air superiority
US Air Force wants better infrared jammers for its combat rescue helicopters
Air Force secretary eyes multi-year deals for satellites, aircraft
Combat search and rescue’s uncertain future: As A-10s phase out, US Air Force faces questions of what comes next
The Air Force is putting big money behind its effort to keep aviators in the service
US Air Force debuts operational AI wargame system
Air Force Wants a New, Affordable Standoff Attack Missile by 2033
Air Force wants almost $1B to buy first CCA drones in 2027
AF This week in Photos: March 27 | March 20 | March 13
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Army unveils FY27 budget request focused on Soldiers and transformation
Army requests funds to speed development, production of EW systems
Report to Congress on U.S. Army's Dark Eagle Hypersonic Weapon
U.S. Army announces popular name for the MV-75 FLRAA: “Cheyenne II”
Army names its first tiltrotor aircraft: Cheyenne II
How the Army is preparing to bring its first tiltrotor aircraft online
Army launches data operations center to give warfighters the decisive edge
Army Contracting Command Accelerates Hypersonic Weapon Fielding
US Army eyes a heavier, hybrid-powered Infantry Squad Vehicle
Army extends cyber awareness challenge and privacy training to five years
Army releases commercial solutions opening for rapid EW and signals intelligence capabilities
Exploding shells may turn the Apache helicopter into a drone hunter
Army plans initial contract for HADES 'ultra long-range' effects in coming months
Army to rely on FMS, reinvesting to ensure helicopter manufacturers stay ‘healthy’
Army making ‘significant headway’ in ATI aviation overhaul
Army wants unmanned ground vehicle for ‘last tactical mile’ 
CH-47 Chinook Air-Launching Swarms Of Drones Touted As Future Feature
Army debuts data operations center to serve as information hub
How the Army could spend nearly $19 billion in RDT&E funding
Army operations center is trying to solve battlefield data problems in real time
US Army wants new grenade launcher, ammunition to be able to destroy drones
Hegseth fires Army's top officer, Gen. Randy George
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Marine commandant: Every combatant command has requested an amphibious ready group
With unmanned systems in the forefront, Marine Corps evolves how it operates
Marines Test Custom-built Drone in Live Fire Test, Strike Unmanned Surface Vessel
Marine Corps Completes the Early Capability Release of OPF-Light 
Marines to start development on Advanced Reconnaissance Vehicle Increment 2 in 2029
Marine requirement for lightweight counter-drone tech to be released in coming months
Marines will update land warfare doctrine as they prep for near-peer, drone-driven fight
Marine Corps prototyping AI tools for aviation supply, predictive maintenance
Marines starting early work on sixth-gen fighter jet concepts
Marine Corps directs commanders to move more quickly when service members go missing
Behind the scenes of a WTI mission
A first, Marines launch FPV drone at unmanned vessel while aboard naval craft
Johnson Valley Shared Use Area will be temporarily closed to the public August 13–27, 2026, to support critical service-level Marine Corps training. For more information, please visit: www.29palms.marines.mil/johnsonvalley.
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Department of the Navy Releases FY27 Budget Request
Navy Wants to Buy $17B Trump-class Battleship in FY 2028
New Navy Budget Wants $3B for New Tomahawks, $4.3B for SM-6s
Pentagon’s New $65.8B Shipbuilding Ask is Highest Since 1962
Navy’s Modest $602M Unfunded Request Includes 6 Military Construction Projects
Fiscal Year 2027 Navy Unfunded Priority List to Congress
CNO: U.S. Naval Aviators Will No Longer Command Amphibious Warships
SECNAV Phelan Stands up 5 New Offices for Navy, Marine Acquisition
Navy Taps Project Overmatch Chief to Lead New Drone Effort in Acquisition Shakeup
U.S. Navy Declares Initial Operational Capability for Modified P-8A Poseidon Patrol Aircraft
Navy Pushes MQ-25A Stingray IOC Back to 2029 while Production Aircraft Takes First Flight
U.S. Considering Foreign Designs, Shipyards for New Navy Frigate, Destroyer Work in $1.85B Study
Navy Tests Long-Range Munition Capable of Maritime Strike, Mining Missions
Matthew Swartz to lead Navy staff as dual-hatted executive director
Navy, Marine Corps weighing force generation model revamp for amphibs
US Navy to extend service life of amphibious assault ship USS Wasp by 5 years
Navy releases list of ships it plans to inactivate this year
Navy’s drone refueler notches first flight—but it won’t be on aircraft carriers until 2029
‘Alpha’ troops and more ships: Acting Navy Secretary Hung Cao outlines vision for service
US Navy’s unmanned MQ-25A Stingray notches first successful test flight
Navy’s MQ-25 Stingray carrier drone completes first test flight
Not one-drone-fits-all: Admirals stress unmanned systems tailored to the mission
US Marine Corps, Navy join forces to combat insufficient amphibious fleet size
Navy tests long-range JDAM, striking out to 200 nautical miles
Battleship costs and sub timelines at Sea Air Space
John Phelan out as Navy secretary, Pentagon says
New attack munition shows promise in extending strike range for Navy aircraft
Sea Air Space Day 1: A new F/A-XX timeline and many, many MUSVs
· Day 2: Battleship costs and sub timelines at Sea Air Space
· Day 3: OMB director launches broadside at shipbuilders to close Sea Air Space 2026
Fighting instructions, acquisition reform and Iran: What we expect from Sea Air Space 2026
US Navy wants helicopter sonar that can detect subs – and mines
DOW Financial Management: Navy Needs to Fully Address Strategic Planning and Systems Migration Leading Practices
Navy to use underwater drones to help clear Iranian mines from Strait of Hormuz
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: April 27, 2026
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Space Force budget would more than double in Trump’s $1.5 trillion defense plan
SPACECOM's FY27 spending boost wish list? Empty.
FY27 budget 'to reflect' Space Force need for rapid capabilities growth: Saltzman
CSO Saltzman: Focus space acquisition on 'minimum viable capabilities' 
Space Force awards first contracts for satellite threat warning radar payloads
Space Launch Delta 45 Supports Artemis II Historic Mission
Space Force Delivers Final GPS III Satellite to Orbit 
Space Force wraps decades-long GPS upgrade—and the next one is on tap
USSF Budget Offers First Glimpse at Space Data Network Plans
Space Force selects firms to build counter-surveillance payloads for satellites
Space Command Laying Foundation for Maneuver Warfare
Space Force tasks a dozen companies for Golden Dome space-based interceptors 
Space Force Selects Reservists to Become Part-Time Guardians
Space Force scrambles to repair workforce as massive budget increase looms
Space Command Laying Foundation for Maneuver Warfare
Space Force’s 15-year vision calls for more personnel, simulators and survivability
Space Force Lays Out Vision For What It Thinks It Needs in 2040
Space Force 2040: 30,000 satellites, 'thousands' more Guardians
Space Force brings 14 vendors into $1.8B next-gen space domain awareness program
Space Force slates $1.8B for commercial sats to replace GSSAP neighborhood watch birds
How the Space Force guaranteed a safe Artemis II launch
Space Force to Create Futures-Like Group on HQ Staff
Space Force using 'integrated test teams' to speed up capability delivery
Space Force Wants More Testers, Looking at Own Test Center
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Governors Green and Lujan Grisham talk disaster management and recovery at WGA's 2026 Policy Forum
FEMA
FEMA Approves More Than $657 Million to Reimburse States, Medical Facilities for Backlog of Public Assistance
Secretary Mullin Continues to Remove Barriers, Unlocks More Than $585 Million in Disaster Recovery for Communities 
Over $250 million in Federal Funding Announced to Help States and Local Communities Protect against Floods
FEMA Announces Implementation of Immediate Needs Funding
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES:
· FEMA Funding Opportunity to Help Communities Reduce Flood Risk and Save Lives
· Register Today! Fiscal Years 2024 & 2025 Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) NOFO Webinars
· FEMA Announces $1 Billion in Federal Funding to Help States Mitigate Impact of Disasters. The application period will open on March 25, 2026, and run for 120 days. The deadline to submit applications is July 23, 2026.
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Cyber Command carried out over 8,000 missions in 2025, director says
Pro-Iran hackers appear to ramp up critical infrastructure cyberattacks
Expect more cybersecurity executive orders soon, national cyber director says
US push to counter hackers draws industry deeper into offensive cyber debate
Iranian hackers are targeting US energy and water sectors, federal agencies warn
Iran-Linked Hackers Are Sabotaging US Energy and Water Infrastructure
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Secretary of Agriculture Issues 2026 Wildfire Readiness Memorandum Ahead of Active Fire Season
USDA Feasibility Study on Consolidating Wildland Fire Management Operations
2026-006 Guidance on U.S. Wildland Fire Service Authorities During Transition
· Appendix A - U.S. Wildland Fire Service Transition Guidance
Ready for wildfire 
The forest needs a hand
OPM proposes hazard pay for more federal firefighting activities
‘Everything Is Ready to Burn.’ The West Braces for a Brutal Fire Season
Wildfires burn more living trees in low snowpack years, study finds
Recording: Treating Dry Forest Landscapes to Promote Functioning Fire Regimes in the 21st Century, - Southwest Fire Science Consortium March 24, 2026 Webinar
Recording: Sierra Nevada Regional Meeting Recap
Shared stewardship is shared responsibility
STATES
CA: California Records 900+ Wildfires, Over 11,000 Acres Already Burned Early in 2026
CA: Summary of Draft Zone 0 Regulation
CA: Mitigation works: February wildfire contained quickly due to previous forestry work
CA: California Wildfire & Forest Resilience Task Force Monthly Update - April
CO: Division of Fire Prevention and Control Presents Colorado’s 2026 Wildfire Outlook and Preparedness Plan to Governor Polis
CO: Wildfires threaten Colorado's long-term water supply and reservoirs
CO: Mitigation works: February wildfire contained quickly due to previous forestry work
NM: How New Mexico is ‘building a forest’ by solving a seedling shortage
NV: Nevada prepares for long, hot and expensive wildfire season
UT: Utah’s heading into an ‘especially dangerous’ wildfire season
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Transportation Secretary Duffy on concerns of AI replacing air traffic controllers: "That's not gonna happen"
FAA and DOW Sign Landmark Safety Agreement to Protect Southern Border
Trump’s new budget seeks TSA privatization. Here’s what that could mean
How Airports Are Preparing for Advanced Air Mobility
Podcast: ADOT 's Doug Nintzel sits down with Matthew Munden of ADOT's aviation group
Colorado Aeronautical Board Approves $7.3 Million in State Airport Funding
Colorado’s electric vehicle ecosystem: Assessment of electric vehicle and charging infrastructure uptake and future charging infrastructure needs to meet state goals
Utah air taxis: How they will work and when they will fly
NWS proposes using airports to define forecast, alert areas
Boulder City Council moves to keep airport open indefinitely, limiting future housing options
ELECTRON’s E5 electric aircraft passes key design milestone
Transportation celebrates air traffic control modernization, asks lawmakers for more funding 
AAAE’s ACT Releases New Report on How Airports Are Adapting to Rising Electrical Demand
Ag Aviation Industry Urges Drone Operators to Give Right-of-Way to Manned Agricultural Aircraft This Growing Season
‘Everyone wants a spaceplane’: More countries eye on-orbit protection for satellites
FAA
Duffy Floats Passenger Fee For FAA Upgrades
FAA to begin collecting user fees for commercial launches and reentries
High-Flying Tech Under Watch: FAA Intensifies Oversight of Agricultural Drones Nationwide
FAA Developing ATC Tech to Predict the Future
FAA to Host Virtual Public Workshops for Phoenix Area FAA Modernization Project
Drone-destroying laser doesn’t pose threat to planes, FAA says
FAA Does Not Effectively Secure Its High-Impact Systems Supporting the National Airspace System 
DRONES
Authorities Crack Down on Illegal Drone Use Around Coors Field During Games
Pentagon, FAA sign safety agreement over counter-drone laser
Pentagon, FAA sign agreement on deploying anti-drone laser system near Mexico
FCC Grants First Exemptions to Foreign Drone Crackdown
General Atomics CCA drone wingman prototype crashes in California
Drones Are Changing Warfare And America Isn’t Ready
Commercial Drone Alliance Promotes Whole-of Government Approach to Secure U.S. Drone Dominance
Vertical Aerospace Achieves First Piloted eVTOL Transition Flight Test
Northern Colorado city launches drone response program for police, fire and utilities
FCC Launches Efforts to Strengthen U.S. Drone Ecosystem
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New NTIA Study Finds Remaining Nationwide Transition Costs for Next Generation 9-1-1 Range from $5.8B to $9.27B 
Assistant Secretary Roth Statement on House Passage of FirstNet Reauthorization Legislation
Plan to Repurpose 2.7 GHz Band Clears Key Milestone, Fueling U.S. 6G Leadership
A Strong Signal During Every Phase: How ITS is Enabling Reliable Communications on the Moon
Cleared for Liftoff: NTIA Unveils Space Launch Frequency Coordination Portal
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USGS’s New Postfire Debris-Flow Runout Hazard Maps (Apr 2026). Link to Materials and Other Resources: Presentation, Recording, and Transcript 
USGS Announces AI Powered Streamflow Modelling Tool 
2026 update to Map Sheet 52: Aggregate Sustainability in California
New, interactive technology helps ADWR make statewide data on land subsidence publicly available and easier to access
The California Geological Survey released the Sierra Nevada Earth Science Atlas, the most detailed geologic framework mapping of the Sierra Nevada to date.
DWR has developed a Flood-specific Social Vulnerability Index (Flood-SVI) to better understand how social and demographic factors — such as income, age, disability, and access to transportation — affect communities’ ability to cope with flooding
WaterTAP | Your Public Water System
Southern Sierra Nevada Fisher Habitat Dashboard Released 
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FEDERAL
Congressional Bill H.R. 7147 Signed into Law
Budget of the U.S. Government
2026 Economic Report of the President Released
See where Trump is looking to make staffing cuts next year and where he wants to grow
Trump’s budget proposes massive defense spending with 10% cut to other programs
White House Unveils $1.5 Trillion Defense Budget. What’s Next?
Civilian agencies face 10% cuts in Trump’s 2027 budget
Trump’s budget calls for 2027 pay freeze
Congress ends partial government shutdown, funding Coast Guard
Trump administration delivers 11 straight months of zero releases at the border
‘Uncertainty, fear and anger’ as Coast Guard marks 74 days under government shutdown 
Microplastics Are in Your Drinking Water — Now the Government Is Starting to Act
CEQ Issues Guidance on Categorical Exclusions
CEQ Opens Permitting Innovators Call for Solutions to Industry Partners
CEQ: Establishing, Revising, Adopting, and Applying Categorical Exclusions Under the National Environmental Policy Act
DOI: SO 3414 A13 - Establishment of New Department Leadership Team and Temporary Redelegation of Authority
DOI: Department of the Interior Begins Transition to Marine Minerals Administration
DOI: Statement of Doug Burgum, Secretary, US DOI, Before the Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Committee on Appropriations, U.S. House of Representatives. On the President’s FY 2027 Budget Request, April 20, 2026
DOI: Interior incentivizes more staff departures after already cutting 20% of its workforce 
DOI: Inside Interior:  | April 10 | April 3
DOI: Department of the Interior Begins Transition to Marine Minerals Administration
DHS: Trump to nominate David Cummins as TSA administrator
DHS: DHS to again stop paying employees in May if shutdown continues 
EPA: Administrator Zeldin Wraps Up 6-Stop Nevada Swing
USDA: USDA Announces New Guidance Portal 
USDA: USDA kicks off more employee relocations, including some that spark déjà vu
USDA: USDA Finalizes Historic Regulatory Reform in National Environmental Policy Act Final Rule
USDA: USDA’s Final Rule update (following its 2025 interim final rule) has made broad structural and procedural changes to how the agency implements the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Three main changes were made to prior regulations, environmental review requirements, procedural requirements, and agency discretion. More details can be found on the Federal Register and Press Release.
USDA: Forest Service shake-up will boost states’ role — but even supporters have concerns
USDA: The Forest Service Is Coming to Utah: What It Means for the State, Its Businesses, and Public Lands Management
USDA: Trump administration moves Forest Service HQ to the West
USDA: Why the Forest Service moving to Salt Lake City?
USFS: Forest Service shake-up will boost states’ role — but even supporters have concerns
USFS: Forest Service plan to close research stations stokes fear as wildfire season approaches
USFS: U.S. Forest Service chief on moving West, wildfires and research 
STATES
· AZ: Government efficiency initiative hits Arizona
CA: California’s nation-leading aerospace industry powers NASA’s historic Artemis II Mission
· CA: This California city is trading an old gas plant for a giant grid battery
· CA: CA Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force Monthly Newsletter
· CO: Governor Polis Announces SelectTech Expansion at Space Symposium, Strengthening Colorado’s Aerospace and Defense Industry
· CO: Denmark-based Multicut Establishes Operations in Colorado to Expand Support for U.S. Defense Industry
· NV: Gov. Lombardo Highlights Record of Results, Outlines Continued Priorities at Vegas Chamber Luncheon
· NV: Secretary Burgum and Gov. Lombardo Release Joint Statement Following Nevada Ranching Roundtable
· NV: Gov. Polis, Lt. Gov. Primavera Celebrate Colorado's Role in Historic Artemis II Lunar Mission Launch
· NV: Mining industry privately griped to Lombardo about top Nevada water regulator before firing
· WGA: Governors Green and Lujan Grisham talk disaster management and recovery at WGA's 2026 Policy Forum
· WGA: Register for WGA's 2026 Annual Meeting
TRIBAL 
Tribal self-determination highlighted during administration leadership visit to Arizona
DOI Completes Three-Day Probate Outreach Event at Gila River Indian Reservation
President Nygren Tours LeChee Water Treatment Plant Project
Nygren News - April 2026
California, Native American tribes break ground for California Indian Heritage Center
NATHPO's 26th Annual Conference & Sacred Places Summit will take place August 24-28, 2026, at the Hotel Albuquerque
REGIONAL 
GEOINT-ISAC - Call for Experts/Mentors - Geospatial Security Resilience Internship Program 
DATA CENTERS
Lee Zeldin stops in Las Vegas to speak about AI data centers, brownfields
EPA Highlights Plan to Push for Greater Water Reuse by Utilities, Energy Sector
Data center growth shifts toward rural America, including the Mountain West, report finds
Eagle Mountain 193-acre data center campus is set to be done this year with big water promises
How data centers could play a role in the midterm elections
Data centers’ water use is hard to track, raising concerns in the drought-prone West, study finds
Imperial Valley utility could decide fate of massive data center following key vote
Most new data centers in the U.S. are coming to rural areas
Google cloud? Steam from data centers may be disrupting aviation along Columbia River
Data centers are straining the grid. Can they be forced to pay for it?
Investors press Amazon, Microsoft and Google on water, power use in US data centers
States: States Respond to Changes in Federal Funding
AZ: Cochise County will regulate data centers, but some residents want more
Arizona nears 100 data centers
AZ: Turing-Rossum AGI to build $71.3M ‘sustainable’ AI data center across from Sedona wastewater plant
CA: Meet Sacramento’s data center defender
California Will Soon Have More Than 300 Data Centers. Where Will They Get Their Water?
CA: California's largest data center plan rouses Imperial County
CO: As Drought Deepens, Colorado Still Has No Rules For Data Center Water Use
CO: As states spend millions to woo data centers, Colorado is having a reckoning
What to know about data centers in Nevada, DRI releases highlights
Is Utah doing enough about AI data center water use?
INFRASTRUCTURE
Muncy Creek Mineral Exploration Project Completes Federal Permitting
Permitting Council Annual Report to Congress Spotlights Significant Growth and Impact of FAST-41 Program
FAST-41 Covered Tribal Project Completes Federal Permitting
Transportation Secretary Duffy Launches Initiative to Eliminate Traffic Bottlenecks Across America
$2.04 Billion to Improve Rail Travel for American Families
$1.1 Billion into Safety Infrastructure at Railroad Crossings to Protect American Families
FRA Offers $1.1B in Rail Crossing Safety Funding
Nearly $800 Million into American Ports to Strengthen Supply Chains
$407.7M to Rebuild Bridges in Rural America
$657 Million to Improve America’s Ferry Infrastructure
Over $54 Million into Rural and Tribal Transportation Infrastructure Across America
$20 Million to Deliver Regional Transportation Infrastructure at the Speed of Trump
USDOT Invests $20M in Regional Infrastructure Projects
U.S. Transportation Department opens first-ever LNG safety centre
Arizona DOT Plans ‘Dark Skies’ Highway Lighting Project
California high-speed rail price tag jumps to $231B, nearly seven times 2008 estimate
Colorado Front Range Passenger Rail gets green light, starting in 2029
Colorado's Front Range Passenger Rail plans to make stops across Boulder County
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