    



WESTERN REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP
MONTHLY UPDATE

[bookmark: _Toc138861274][bookmark: _Toc138861405][bookmark: _Toc138861421][bookmark: _Toc138861431][bookmark: _Toc138863460][bookmark: _Toc138947910][bookmark: _Toc138948865][bookmark: _Toc139290490][bookmark: _Toc139290600][bookmark: _Toc139291362][bookmark: _Toc139291531][bookmark: _Toc139291684][bookmark: _Toc142033615][bookmark: _Toc142078773][bookmark: _Toc144806370][bookmark: _Toc144832045][bookmark: _Toc144832221][bookmark: _Toc144832284][bookmark: _Toc147496115][bookmark: _Toc149916406][bookmark: _Toc149922522][bookmark: _Toc152563682][bookmark: _Toc155260098][bookmark: _Toc155266227][bookmark: _Toc157786294][bookmark: _Toc163555272][bookmark: _Toc163584184][bookmark: _Toc163585852][bookmark: _Toc166002321][bookmark: _Toc166067962][bookmark: _Toc166077717][bookmark: _Toc168059567][bookmark: _Toc168066754][bookmark: _Toc170743869][bookmark: _Toc173433064]FEBRUARY 2026

[image: A picture containing text, font, graphics, graphic design

Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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The 2026 WRP Principals’ Meeting will take place May 28-29 in Utah. The WRP Principals’ Meeting provides an opportunity to learn more about issues impacting the region and to network with other senior policy-level colleagues representing states, federal and tribal government. Together, WRP Principals will develop strategies and actions for addressing identified issues and priorities over the next year. For more information contact amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.

WRP Tribal Engagement Committee (TEC)
[bookmark: _Hlk210041496]The February 27th WRP TEC call featured the following presentations: 
· Picuris Community Solar Phase II by Wayne Yazza Jr., Director of Utilities, Pueblos of Picuris (former Governor for the Pueblo of Picuris) 
· Nevada Native Seed Partnership by Mervin Wright Jr., Nevada Restoration Tribal Liaison, The Nature Conservancy
The meeting can be viewed here.
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There are three Deep-Dives in support of the current WRP Priority of “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster”:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs

WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items.

2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives. 
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· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Establishes the America First Arms Transfer Strategy 
· EO: Strengthening United States National Defense with America's Beautiful Clean Coal Power Generation Fleet
· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Strengthens United States National Defense with America’s Beautiful Clean Coal Power Generation Fleet
· “Champion of Beautiful, Clean Coal”: President Trump Celebrates Industry Revival
· American Energy Dominance Is Back Under President Trump
· Trump unveils Big Tech pledge to offset rising data center energy costs
· EPA Strengthens Grid Reliability & Energy Security with Extended Compliance Deadline for Several Coal Combustion Residual Management Unit Requirements
· EPA Issues Guidance Update on Regional Haze Plans for States to Ensure Reliability of the American Electric Grid
· BOEM Announces Intent to Prepare Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Potential Offshore Oil and Gas Leasing in California
· US Conducts First Microreactor Airlift in Bid to Show Technology's Viability 
[bookmark: _Toc223434025]FERC
· FERC Streamlines Environmental Reviews
· FERC Sends Interregional Transfer Capability Report to Congress
· FERC Staff Issues Final Environmental Impact Statement for Dam Retrofit and Surrender of the Anderson Dam Hydroelectric Project Exemption (P-5737-032)
· Presentation | Overview of Enforcement’s Oversight and Surveillance of the Western Electricity Markets 
· FERC, NERC Presentation | 2025 Long-Term Reliability Assessment 
· February 2026 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 2 
· Sunshine Notice | February 2026 Commission Meeting
· Summaries | February 2026 Commission Meeting
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National Energy Dominance Council will host the Inaugural Indo-Pacific Energy Security Ministerial and Business Forum
Historic NEPA Reform, Unleashing Resources on America’s Public Lands
Energy Department Announces Members of the Office of Science Advisory Committee, Strengthening Gold Standard Science in America
$175 Million to Modernize Coal Plants, Keeping Affordable Reliable Power Online for Americans
$171.5 Million To Expand U.S. Geothermal Energy
DOE Needs a Plan to Meet Statutory Requirements for Clean Energy Demonstration Projects   GAO-26-107997. Published: Feb 11, 2026.
EIA
Retirement delays of U.S. electric generating capacity may continue in 2026
Company Level Imports
Weekly Natural Gas Storage Report Supplement 
Coal Transportation Rates to the Electric Power Sector
Monthly Densified Biomass Fuel Report
State Energy Data System: Hydrocarbon gas liquids through 2024
Monthly Energy Review
Electric Power Monthly
Weekly Natural Gas Storage Report Supplement
Quarterly Coal Report 
Wholesale Electricity and Natural Gas Markets data
Weekly Natural Gas Storage Report Supplement
Total Energy Monthly Data
· Short-Term Energy Outlook
· Natural Gas Monthly
· Petroleum Supply Monthly
· Liquids Pipeline Projects 
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Oil and Gas: Actions Needed to Improve Data Sharing at Interior GAO-26-106475, January 21
[bookmark: _Toc223434028]DOI-BLM
· BLM seeks input for June 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Utah
· BLM approves Silver Peak lithium mine expansion
· BLM seeks initial input for August 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas
· BLM seeks input for June 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Nevada
· BLM seeks initial input for September 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Nevada
· BLM seeks input for June 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Colorado
· BLM is seeking public input on proposed updates to oil and gas leasing and development on public lands in central California. Learn more.
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AZ: Broad coalition backs Silver King Energy Center ahead of Pinal County zoning vote
CA: Agenda for the March 12, 2026 Energy Commission Business Meeting 
CA: CEC to Hold First Public Meeting on Prairie Song Reliability Project in Los Angeles County
CA: Nitrates draining into the Salton Sea underestimated by a factor of ten
CA: New energy complex coming to Salton Sea area
CA: Notice of Staff Workshop on Proposition 4 Offshore Wind Port Development Program
NV: Dwayne McClinton, head of Nevada’s energy office, to step down
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March 10, 6-7:30 PM (Mountain) Running On Empty Water Issues In Our Community
Green or not, US energy future depends on Native nations
DOE's Office of Indian Energy is pleased to announce its 2026 Tribal Energy Webinar Series page to register:
· March 12: Office of Indian Energy Program Review Mini-Series: Alaska Energy Focus
· March 18: Successful Power Project Development Best Practices
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As Demand for Electricity Grows, Energy Parks Are Being Explored as Potential Solutions
Executive Summary | Powering Intelligence 2026
SEIA Energy Storage Market Outlook
Oil Market Report - February 2026 – Analysis - IEA 
Global electricity demand is set to grow strongly to 2030, underscoring need for investments in grids and flexibility
SunZia:
· SunZia Wind and Transmission progresses as the largest wind energy and transmission buildout in the United States 
· Federal Court Clears Path for SunZia Wind Project After Trump Administration Reversal
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Statement by Secretary of State Marco Rubio and Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins
Administration Delivers Historic NEPA Reform, Unleashing Resources on America’s Public Lands
‘Help Hoover Dam Act’ signed into law, directing $50M to maintenance and restoration
Hoover Dam, creator of Lake Mead, gets $52M for urgent maintenance
Nevada leaders celebrate new law bringing $50M to Hoover Dam
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EPA Highlights Major Year One PFAS Actions to Combat Risks and Make America Healthy Again 
91 FR 9851 - Environmental Impact Statements; Notice of Availability Federal Register. Notices. Friday, February 27, 2026. ...PDF (203.1 KB) TEXT (1.3 KB) DETAILS    
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· Arizona
· California
· Colorado 
· Nevada
· New Mexico
· Utah
NOAA
Intermountain West Snow Drought and Water Supply Briefing
February 2026 Water Supply Briefing 
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· Trump’s Make America Beautiful Again Commission Launches Strategy to Champion Conservation
· Department of the Interior Reports Major Progress Against Invasive Species
[bookmark: _Toc223434037]DOI-BLM
Interior launches materials access program to expand access to public lands for the benefit of the American people   
BLM seeks input on Indian Peak Range Watershed Restoration Plan draft Environmental Assessment
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Reclamation announces initial 2026 water supply allocations for Central Valley Project contractors
Lake Powell forecast plummets toward critical lows, study says
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· Supporting wildlife and rural communities in Utah
· Monarch Tracking Gets a High-tech Upgrade in Coastal California
· Service Provides Over $1.2 Billion to Support Fish and Wildlife Conservation and Outdoor Access
· 91 FR 5103 - Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered Species Status for Fish Lake Valley Tui... Federal Register. Proposed Rules. Proposed rule. PDF TEXT DETAILS
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· Value of U.S. mineral production rose last year, driven by precious metals prices
[bookmark: _Toc223434041]USDA
· USDA to offload HQ building as it prepares to consolidate space and relocate staff
[bookmark: _Toc223434042]USDA-USFS
· U.S. Forest Service seeks public comment on proposed mineral operations rule revisions
[bookmark: _Toc223434043]USDA-NRCS
Prolific Snow Drought Leads to Below Normal Streamflow Forecasts
New Resource-Reducing Conifer Encroachment in Western Rangelands Technical and Pocket Guide
Intermountain West Join Venture and Ecological Restoration Institute Launch Pinyon Juniper Management Network
Water and Climate Update: Feb. 26, 2026 | Feb. 19, 2026 | Feb. 12, 2026 
[bookmark: _Hlk163098305]
[bookmark: _Toc138863491][bookmark: _Toc138947933][bookmark: _Toc138948888][bookmark: _Toc139290518][bookmark: _Toc139290628][bookmark: _Toc139291390][bookmark: _Toc139291559][bookmark: _Toc139291712][bookmark: _Toc142033643][bookmark: _Toc142078800][bookmark: _Toc144806395][bookmark: _Toc144832069][bookmark: _Toc144832245][bookmark: _Toc144832308][bookmark: _Toc147496138][bookmark: _Toc149916434][bookmark: _Toc149922551][bookmark: _Toc152563712][bookmark: _Toc155260124][bookmark: _Toc155266253][bookmark: _Toc157786320][bookmark: _Toc163555295][bookmark: _Toc163584208][bookmark: _Toc163585876][bookmark: _Toc166002342][bookmark: _Toc166067985][bookmark: _Toc166077740][bookmark: _Toc168059591][bookmark: _Toc168066778][bookmark: _Toc170743894][bookmark: _Toc173433087][bookmark: _Toc173559806][bookmark: _Toc176276493][bookmark: _Toc181607070][bookmark: _Toc181607129][bookmark: _Toc205193562][bookmark: _Toc205193619][bookmark: _Toc205202506][bookmark: _Toc205202587][bookmark: _Toc207792101][bookmark: _Toc207793008][bookmark: _Toc207885182][bookmark: _Toc210321879][bookmark: _Toc210322247][bookmark: _Toc210402162][bookmark: _Toc213083495][bookmark: _Toc213165108][bookmark: _Toc213165156][bookmark: _Toc215588957][bookmark: _Toc215589012][bookmark: _Toc223434044][bookmark: _Toc138863492][bookmark: _Toc138947934][bookmark: _Toc138948889][bookmark: _Toc139290519][bookmark: _Toc139290629][bookmark: _Toc139291391][bookmark: _Toc139291560][bookmark: _Toc139291713][bookmark: _Toc142033644][bookmark: _Toc142078801][bookmark: _Toc144806396][bookmark: _Toc144832070][bookmark: _Toc144832246][bookmark: _Toc144832309][bookmark: _Toc147496139][bookmark: _Toc149916435][bookmark: _Toc149922552][bookmark: _Toc152563713][bookmark: _Toc155260125][bookmark: _Toc155266254][bookmark: _Toc157786321][bookmark: _Toc163555296][bookmark: _Toc163584209][bookmark: _Toc163585877][bookmark: _Toc166002343][bookmark: _Toc166067986][bookmark: _Toc166077741][bookmark: _Toc168059592][bookmark: _Toc168066779][bookmark: _Toc170743895][bookmark: _Toc173433088][bookmark: _Toc173559807][bookmark: _Toc176276494]State Updates 
Western States Water Newsletter: Feb.20, 2026 | Feb. 6, 2026 
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Tom Buschatzke: Keeping Arizona’s faucets functioning
ADEQ invites interested community members, businesses, and government personnel to participate in a review of ADEQ’s Water Quality Rules, in the Arizona Administrative Code, Title 18: Chapter 9 (Department of Environmental Quality - Water Pollution Control):
· Article 1: Aquifer Protection Permits - General Provisions
· Article 3: Aquifer Protection Permits - General Permits
· Article 4: Nitrogen Management General Permits
· Article 7: Use of Recycled Water 
Take Survey. Responses due no later than March 15, 2026
ADEQ Mitigates PFAS Exposure in Four Arizona Communities
Groundwater and growth: ADWR’s chief attorney discusses the importance of the landmark Groundwater Management Act in an era of challenges
Why does Arizona farm in the desert amid historic drought?
Thousands of fish are hard at work keeping Arizona canals clean
Fight between homebuilders, Arizona water department could upend groundwater protection framework
New advanced nuclear reactors can operate without using any water
Judge to rule on Fondomonte’s groundwater use as public nuisance case unfolds
$3M in federal funds will go to University of Arizona mineral processing plant near Sahuarita
EPA proposal to roll back “Good Neighbor Plan” welcomed by Arizona business community, manufacturers
Tucson project looks to capture waste from wastewater and make it a usable water source
California
Governor Newsom launches most ambitious water plan in California history
Artificial Intelligence and California’s Water
California closes in on completing the world’s largest wildlife crossing
DWR formal launched the California Water Plan 2028 (Water Plan 2028), marking the start of a multi-year effort to modernize statewide water planning in response to climate-driven extremes and long-term water reliability challenges
Revolutionary new data tool: IoW Storm Events Database
Delta Conveyance Project opponents say plan would hurt environment, tourism, farming
Coalition of Tribes, Enviros Contests Delta Tunnel Certification of Consistency Confirmation
Boosting climate resilience in the Delta’s mountain headwaters
Agencies back Delta’s flexible water plan
County residents notified of “Erin Brockovich chemical” in drinking water
Mendocino County supervisors approve $500,000 for Potter Valley water efforts
$4.88M grant to build trails, visitor amenities at Watsonville Slough Farm approved
Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation wins million-dollar grant to kick off 175-acre wetlands restoration
Sacramento water agencies get full initial water supply
New project releases 500k young Chinook to restore Sacramento River salmon runs
Fall Chinook Salmon numbers in Sacramento River Rise After 3 Years of Higher Flows
Low water allocation frustrates San Joaquin Valley farmers
Bay-Delta Plan heads to fall adoption with limited changes
Habitat restored for endangered SoCal steelhead trout
Holding the line: What’s happening with salmon in Santa Cruz County
Little Fish, Big Decisions: How Science Guides Actions in the Delta
Paso Basin managers consider new fee for groundwater use
Golden mussels detected in Friant-Kern Canal threaten water deliveries
Yuba rupture prompts calls to review aging dam operations
Five Mile flood control system concerns
Western Kings County farmers given deep groundwater cuts in hopes of pleasing the state
Calif. Supreme Court declines review of Kings County groundwater case
New Kings County Water District board comes with experience, layered connections 
Watershed Studies online data portal and metrics dashboard
Fresno State CWI report on building a sustainable water future
County launches voluntary land fallowing program to protect Paso Robles Groundwater Basin
Mendocino Co.: Water Commission To Discuss Storage Options Thursday Ahead Of Potter Valley Project Shuttering
The man holding Southern California’s water
Challenging California’s water ‘scarcity’ narrative
Longtime Kern County farm family fears change in groundwater status will lead to greater pollution
Officials discuss groundwater contamination, new equipment for residents in sewer spill impact area 
Coastal Commission Approves Sweeping Consent Agreement to Tear Down and Remediate Schneider Project, Give Site to Wiyot Tribes
California State Parks seeks public input on Salton Sea State Recreation Area General Plan
Mussel mania: San Joaquin Valley water agencies gear up to fight invasive mollusk
Public Comment Period Opens for Groundwater Sustainability Plans for the Kern Subbasin
[bookmark: _Toc223434047]Colorado
Governor Polis Signs Bill Into Law Boosting Innovation in Agriculture and Protecting Colorado Forests from Mountain Pine Beetles
Snow drought is worsening wildfire risk and water storage concerns in Colorado, according to experts
Largest dam at Colorado's largest body of water undergoes overhaul
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: The Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) established the Forest Legacy Program (FLP) in collaboration with the U.S. Forest Service to conserve environmentally, economically, and culturally important forests in Colorado. Through the FLP, the CSFS conserves forests through the establishment of conservation easements on private land or by purchasing private land for public use. Private landowners, land trust, and municipalities are eligible participants and are encouraged to learn more and apply. Grant applications for funding in fiscal year 2028 are due May 1, 2026. Please contact the program specialist with questions.
Colorado Parks and Wildlife plots efforts to reseed and restore wildlife habitat, watersheds impacted by summer wildfires
‘An incredible fight ahead:' Colorado calls in reinforcements to contain zebra mussel threat
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Gov. Lombardo showed support for the passage of federal legislation to safeguard southern Nevada water
Legacy mining mercury still pollutes Nevada rivers, raising concerns across Mountain West
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New Mexico Water eNews February 2026
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: New Mexico Department of Wildlife (NMDOW) has released the Call for Project Information (CFPI) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2027, which is available on the Share with Wildlife “Apply” page. All Offerors planning to submit proposals for Habitat or Research projects MUST contact me, the Share with Wildlife Coordinator, at karenh.gaines@dgf.nm.gov by 13 March 2026 to discuss their proposals and be referred to the appropriate NMDOW personnel for further technical support and guidance as needed. All proposals must be submitted electronically as a single e-mail attachment no larger than 10 MB in size (plus a required, separate ArcGIS-compatible site location file for Habitat or Research projects that include field work). 
New Mexico launches new technology to identify water leaks
The Rocky Mountain Section of the American Water Works Association will host the 2026 New Mexico Water Summit (April 8-9) to bring together water-related engineers, operators, technicians, project/utility managers, consultants, students and more to gain valuable insights, foster professional connections, and contribute to the collective effort of addressing vital water concerns in New Mexico. Register Here
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Trump wants to make Great Salt Lake ‘GREAT AGAIN.’ Utah leaders will float him a $1B plan.
Securing Utah’s Water Future
Southern Utah’s most common forest stands at a crossroads
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$4.88M grant to build trails, visitor amenities at Watsonville Slough Farm approved
Tribal Highlight: Hoopa Valley Tribe is Working to Prevent the Extinction of Northern Spotted Owls
Tribal Leaders Unite in Washington to Advance Northeastern Indian Water Rights Settlement Act
CU Boulder establishes Tribal Sustainability Leaders Fellowship
Audio: Section 106 Regulations at Advisory Council of Historic Preservation
Running On Empty – Facing Water Scarcity across the Southwest
Tribes and Allies Form a Coalition Against the Delta Conveyance Project 
Timbisha Shoshone tribe sues BLM over Ash Meadows mine drilling
Grand Staircase-Escalante Tribes Engage Congress on At-Risk Resource Management Plan
March 3-5, 2025: Stewards of the Southwest Summit 
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Utah pipeline could affect groundwater near Nevada's Great Basin National Park
March 4 or April 1, 10 AM Pacific: Webinar on hydrologic data products and tools by National Ecological Observation Network (NEON) 
Aspen Institute study presents strategy for U.S. water sustainability
The West’s Winter Has Been a Slow-Moving Catastrophe
Record Low Snow in the West Will Mean Less Water, More Fire, and Political Chaos
Detailed map reveals groundwater levels across the U.S. 
Western U.S. snowpack is worth trillions of dollars
Alfalfa may be the solution to the looming water crisis in the West, a new study suggests
April 22-23: 2026 Washington DC Roundtable - Interstate Council on Water Policy
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· As the Colorado River shrinks, it’s revealing an iconic canyon that’s been underwater for decades
· What the drying Colorado River reveals about us
· Big Decisions Loom for a Rapidly Shrinking Lake Powell
· Colorado River Basin Negotiations Put Western Land Use and Real Estate at a Crossroads’
· Between two watersheds
· Colorado River crisis: Arizona can’t bear the burden
· Arizona and Utah clash over Colorado River negotiations
· The Colorado River is nearing collapse. It’s Trump’s problem now.
· Here’s how to give public comment on future Colorado River plans
· Worst CAP cuts will 'flatten' Arizona's economy, agency says 
· Colorado River bill gets some teeth thanks to Utah legislature
· Low water levels at Glen Canyon Dam leave tough decisions
· Mexicali Farmers Say They Are Still Owed Money from International Agreement
· Environmental groups warn of dire impacts after Colorado River negotiators miss another deadline
· Interior Department moves forward on guidelines for Colorado River absent full state consensus
· Governor Hobbs, Governor Lombardo, and Governor Newsom Release Joint Statement on Colorado River Deadline
· 2025 brought record drought, wildfires and windstorms to the Mountain West, report finds
· Colorado River cuts 'unfairly target' Arizona, coalition says
· Utah and other states fail to reach deal on Colorado River
· Mesa County leader reacts to missed deadline for states’ Colorado River agreement
· CA's Wade Crowfoot explains the conundrum over the Colorado River
· Major California water source at risk of systemic failure
· Colorado River crisis fails to force deal from states
· Governor, ADWR Director and CAP GM brief Arizona water leaders on Colorado River negotiations as federal deadline draws near
· Despite Not Achieving A Seven-State Agreement In Time, ADWR Vows To Continue Protecting State’s Colorado River Resources
· Utah lawmakers shore up funds for Colorado River lawsuits
· Arizona, Lower Basin partners, commit to continuing efforts to find common ground on new Colorado River operations rules
· Feds poised to act on Colorado River impasse
· Nevada's main water negotiator talks about the bumpy road ahead in the Colorado River discussions
· Arizona Republicans urge Interior Secretary to withdraw Colorado River cutbacks over economic risks
· Why is the Colorado River running out of water?
· Gila River among tribes with most to lose in Colorado River water negotiations
· Arizona, other Colorado River basin states miss deadline
· Newsom offers support for Utah's desalination-for-Colorado River water idea
· Federal Investment Needed for Colorado River Crisis
· 5 things to know about cuts to Ariz.'s Colo. River supply
· Arizona faces major Colorado River water cuts as deadline passes
· Desperate in failing Colorado River negotiations, Wyoming water officials pitch conservation bill at home
· States Miss a Big Deadline, Ending Chance for a Colorado River Water Deal 
· Interior Department moves forward on guidelines for Colorado River absent full state consensus
· Colorado River negotiations: Could Trump step in?
· No deal between states on the Colorado River, governors say
· Colorado River states miss deadline, compromise nowhere in sight 
· Colorado River states fail to meet water deadline during 'extremely frustrating' negotiations
· Western states miss key deadline as Colorado River impasse persists
· Lawmakers prepare for Colorado River water fight with unanimous vote boosting legal fund
· Colorado River talks stall as Arizona, California, and Nevada press US West
· Colorado River states miss deadline, compromise nowhere in sight
· Federal deadline for Colorado River water negotiations is Saturday
· Arizona House Republicans Urge Interior to Reconsider Draft Colorado River Proposal
· Colorado River states are staring down a Feb. 14 deadline. Here's what might happen next
· Colorado River states hit record low snowpack, could lead to lawsuit
· 'No one is expecting' a Colorado River agreement by Saturday deadline, Valley water official says 
· Colorado River states won't reach water management deal by deadline
· Governor, ADWR Director and CAP GM brief Arizona water leaders on Colorado River negotiations as federal deadline draws near 
· Less federal pressure, worsening drought, and more interstate tension loom over Colorado River talks
· Lake Powell and Lake Mead are moving in opposite directions – What gives?
· Feds Unveil "Post-2026" Blueprint to Avert Colorado River Collapse
· Amid drought, Colorado River standoff flares
· Three days left: AZ faces deeper Colorado River cuts as federal deadline looms
· Colorado River cuts could increase Arizona utilities' costs — and affect their credit ratings
· The Colorado River might get a short-term fix. Is that good enough?
· Valentine’s Day Marks Next Crucial Deadline on the Colorado River
· Why the water outlook for Lake Powell and Utah just got worse
· Scottsdale confident despite looming water cuts 
· Trump administration’s firm Colorado River deadline may not yield deal 
· Colorado River Negotiators Are Nearly Out of Time and Snowpack
· Utah legislature stashes $1 million for Colorado River litigation
· Warmer water in Lake Mead risks vital operations
· Uncertainty Remains After Colorado River Meeting in DC
· Colorado water groups weigh in on historic Colorado River water case
· State’s leading business group urges negotiators to find fair deal on Colorado River
· Lawmakers prepare for Colorado River water fight with unanimous vote boosting legal fund
· Arizona faces outsized burden if Colorado River states miss February deadline
· Las Vegas water experts discuss conservation efforts amid Colorado River crisis
· Phoenix mayor says proposed Colorado River cuts would unfairly impact city
· Hobbs says Colorado River deal is possible, within Arizona's limits
· Colorado River negotiations in murky waters after DC meeting     
· Optimism but no deal after governors attend ‘historic’ DC meeting about Colorado River’s future
Tijuana River:
· EPA Admin. returns to San Diego, visits Valley Center farm and shares new sewage crisis updates
· Administrator Zeldin Returns to San Diego as Trump EPA Continues Implementation of 100% Solution to Tijuana River Sewage Crisis
· Mexico to begin construction of US $840 million desalination plant in Baja California
· Head of EPA says Mexico making progress stopping sewage from flowing into US
· Tijuana River cleanup continue thanks to bipartisan efforts
· EPA Chief accepts invitation to tour Imperial County’s ‘overlooked’ environmental crisis
· South Bay hydrogen sulfide levels climb again after months of improvement
· Federal officials discuss ongoing border sewage crisis
· EPA's Lee Zeldin visits Coronado to discuss Tijuana River sewage
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Presentation Explores Impact of Proposed Changes to Bartlett Dam
WRRC Water Webinar Features Water Infrastructure Security - Recording, Presentation Slides and More Info    
WRRC Director Introduces OLLI Members to Water Issues
April 14–15: WRRC 2026 Conference - Water for Tech, Mining & Energy: Pathways to Arizona’s Future. Early Bird Registration Now Open! More info. Register Early and Save!
WRRC Weekly Wave: Feb. 27 | Feb.20 | Feb. 13 | Feb. 6
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Fact Sheet: C-UAS Policy in the U.S. Homeland
JIATF-401 Announces Kinetic Counter-Drone System; Enhancing Warfighter Lethality
JIATF-401 Expands Counter-Drone Training, Bolsters Homeland Defense  
Joint Interagency Task Force Announces Counter-UAS Marketplace
Joint Interagency Task Force Marks 6 Months With Accelerated Delivery of Counter-UAS Capabilities
Joint Interagency Task Force, FBI Deepen Drone Partnership to Bolster National Defense
Pentagon wants counter-drone sensors to protect US infrastructure — and fast
Shahed drone meets clone in US war on Iran
As Promised, War Department Moving Out Fast on Drone Dominance
From Backpacks to Bird's-Eye: Drones Are Transforming EOD
US military uses laser to down drone and FAA closes more El Paso airspace, officials say
DOW Finalizes Realignment of the Defense Security Cooperation Agency and the Defense Technology Security Administration 
Drones ‘change everything’ about combined arms combat, US Army aviation chief says
Soldiers Experiment With First-Person-View Unmanned Aircraft Systems
War Department Announces Vendors Invited to Compete in Phase I of the Drone Dominance Program
How commercial drones make the Pentagon’s ‘Blue UAS Select’ list
When it comes to drones, the Pentagon should mind the experience gap
War Department, USDA Team Up on National Security
DOW Aims to Accelerate Advanced Materials Processing
DOW Enhances U.S. Rare Earth Elements Supply Chain Resilience
Securing Rare Earth Elements a National Security Imperative, Official Says
DOW Invests $11.8M for the Domestic Processing of Critical Materials
DOW Partners With Department of Energy in Historic Nuclear Energy Initiative
War, Energy Departments Team up to Advance Future of Nuclear Power, Military Base Energy Security 
Hegseth: National Guard Aligned With National Defense Strategy – Homeland First, Borders Secured, Peace Through Strength 
Senior Air and Space Force Leaders Discuss Defense of Homeland
Acquisition Reform Means a Focus on Warfighter Success
Military bases must bolster natural disaster planning to mitigate risks, report finds
Navy Fighters, Air Force B-2 Bomber Rehearse Anti-ship Missions off California
New hypersonic missiles unveiled for fighter planes, ground systems
DOW Joint Bases: Actions Needed to Improve Sustainment of Facilities GAO-26-106832, Feb. 26
Infrastructure, AI, Cyber: The New Energy and Water Threats
Pentagon’s spending plan doubles down on land, air, sea robots
DOD eyes commercial satellites that can spy on other satellites
Offshore Drilling Leases Raise Armed Services Concerns
Utah Defense Alliance Hosts “Meet the Military” Breakfast
Army and Marine Corps successfully shared fire mission data at recent exercise
This Week at DOW: 
· Feb. 27: Honoring Heroes, Patrolling Oceans, Uncovering Truth, Out There
· Feb. 20: Securing the Seas, Arsenal of Freedom, Nuclear Power for the Win
· Feb. 13: Arsenal of Freedom Tour Heads to New England, AI Integration, Protecting U.S. Farmland, Saving Recruits Cash 
· [bookmark: _Toc215588971][bookmark: _Toc215589026][bookmark: _Toc223434057]Feb. 6: Arsenal of Freedom Tour Looks to Space, Protecting VMI, Scouting Under Scrutiny, Air Force Recruiting Up 
USAF
Air Force Secretary Outlines Priorities
Air Force validates open architecture, expands Collaborative Combat Aircraft ecosystem
Air Force flight tests drone wingman carrying (inert) weapons, competitors reveal new names
Air Force’s drone wingmen have started flying with weapons
Air Force begins adding weapons to CCA drone flight tests 
US Air Force’s CCA program advances with auto-flying software integration
DAF leaders emphasize warfighting readiness at AFA Warfare Symposium
AMC interim commander emphasizes Airmen, aircraft readiness importance at AFA
USAF ‘woefully behind’ on modernizing mobility aircraft, airlift commander says
National Security Snapshot: Intercontinental Ballistic Missile Modernization Faces Critical Risks and Opportunities GAO-26-108755, February 18
US Air Force sees early 2030s rollout for revamped Sentinel nuclear missile
US Air Force tests new, rapidly developed cruise missile
Delivering deterrence: Sentinel restructure to complete in 2026; initial capability timeline set
Air Force test pilots used tactical AI to evade a missile
F-47 Still 'Doing Exceptionally Well,' on Track for 2028 Flight
Last A-10 to Leave Depot, Maintenance Squadron to Deactivate
Air Force to approve T-7 trainer production within days
Hill Air Force Base bids farewell to A-10 depot mission as final Warthog departs
DAF shakes up space acquisition leadership, Purdy takes 'senior advisor' role
All eyes on Air Force leaders after a year of chaos and change
SECAF opens 2026 AFA Warfare Symposium with ‘Innovating Faster: Acquisition Transformation’ 
Wilsbach outlines strategy for confronting adversaries, Air Force success
Acquisition leaders detail Warfighting Acquisition Strategy at AFA symposium
Air Force leaders discuss priorities for the Air Force’s Future Force Design
‘Ringleader’: Department of Air Force to start all-encompassing sensor fusion experiments
GAO National Security Snapshot: U.S. Air Force Intercontinental Ballistic Missile Program
War, Energy Departments team up to advance future of nuclear power, military base energy security
Air Force establishing new military zone, expanding existing one in Texas
National Defense Areas expanded, established along Texas border
AF This week in Photos: Feb. 27 | Feb. 20 | Feb. 13 | Feb. 6
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Army Doctrine Writers Embrace AI to Speed Knowledge to Force
US Army revamping its electronic warfare acquisition system
Training, logistics and property accountability: Army preparing for influx of small drones
Apache helicopters downed drones in air-to-air combat with 30mm proximity ammo
Move over, Best Ranger; the Army’s looking for the best drone pilots
US Army lets soldiers flaunt their drone skills in first-ever competition
Army opens new Fort Benning class to help leaders use drones, robots in combat
Army tests Apache with new ammunition meant to shred drones
The Army is writing the book on using small drones in a tank formation
The US Army is seeking autonomous drones to clean up chemical weapons
Army issues broad appeal to industry for electromagnetic spectrum solutions
Visiting the Army in the Arctic and the Air Force in Colorado
New Army office aims to quickly develop and scale soldier ideas
Army using AI to update doctrine
Army marks elevation of Futures and Concepts to full command
Army looks to lease out land on 4 military installations for new commercial data centers
Three firms move ahead in Army’s future-of-flight-training helicopter training takeover
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U.S. Marine Corps 2026 Aviation Plan
Marines Attack Helicopters to Get Long-Range Maritime Strike, Electronic Warfare Missile
US Marine attack helicopters to field long-range missiles by 2027
GAO Testimony on Osprey Aircraft
Marine Corps looking into new medium-range tactical drone as it pushes small UAS capabilities
US Marine Corps advances plans for drone wingman 
Marines will use Air Force-tailored drone to help develop its robot wingman
The Marine Corps passed its third audit and is testing how AI, automation can make the process easier
Marine Corps seeks troops with small drone and AI expertise for warfighting lab fellowship
Digitizing the Front Lines
Onboard USS Makin Island, 13th MEU and PHIBRON 7 Strengthen Navy-Marine Corps Integration During Amphibious Training
Project Dynamis Accelerates Development of Next Generation Battle Management Command and Control
Forecasting the Fight: How Meteorology, Oceanography Marines Support Operational Planning
Marine Corps continues streak as only service to pass financial audit
Johnson Valley Shared Use Area will be temporarily closed to the public August 13–27, 2026, to support critical service-level Marine Corps training. For more information, please visit: www.29palms.marines.mil/johnsonvalley.
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'One Size Fits All' Won’t Work for the Navy of the Future, Says CNO Caudle 
‘Hangar Queens’: Congressional Hearing Reveals Osprey Readiness Rates Declining as Mishaps Increase
Navy Rethinking How to Command Robotic Forces, CNO Caudle Says
Improving Maintenance Timelines Key to On-Time Strike Group Deployments, CNO Says
SECNAV Phelan: FY 2027 Shipbuilding Budget Could be ‘More Than Double’ 2026 Ship Total 
Trump Administration Details ‘Make Shipbuilding Great Again’ Effort in New Action Plan
13 Warships, Support Ships Slated for Inactivation This Year
Navy advances plans to reshuffle traditional carrier strike group model
Navy leader wants to move faster, leaner instead of turning to carriers in crisis
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: Feb. 23, 2026
Navy Leadership: Sea Service Should Open Doors to Industry Partners for RAS Acquisitions
GAO Report on Military Installations and Natural Disaster Cost Tracking
Navy Fighters, Air Force B-2 Bomber Rehearse Anti-ship Missions off California
NAVIFOR Showcases Information Warfare Dominance at AFCEA WEST 2026 
Optimizing the Warfighter 
CNO Remarks to Navy Submarine League Pacific Southwest - As Prepared 
Secretary of the Navy John C. Phelan Remarks at 2026 WEST
Navy seeks new anti-radar missile compatible with F-18, F-35 aircraft
Navy’s top admiral touts flexibility and risk to fix ‘brittle’ crisis response strategy
DIU, Navy seek long-range drones for maritime strikes
US Navy on the hunt for strike drones that can launch from any warship
USS Preble Used HELIOS Laser To Zap Four Drones In Expanding Testing
‘Navy CNO is ‘all ahead flank’ on AI
US Navy wants commercial satellites for nighttime Earth observation
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With funding flush, Space Force hopes to speed satellites to track aircraft, missiles
SECAF opens 2026 AFA Warfare Symposium with ‘Innovating Faster: Acquisition Transformation’
Saltzman details focus on speed, accepting risk, long-term force design
Aligning air, space power: Operational perspectives at the AFA Warfare Symposium
U.S. Space Forces Southern collaborates with space industry in radar site visit
Meink, Saltzman make case for Space Force expansion
Space Force activates northern component focused on homeland defense
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FEMA Bulletin: Feb. 12 
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EPA Actions Help Safeguard Water Systems from Cyberattacks 
The shifting cybersecurity mandate for states
[bookmark: _Toc215588979][bookmark: _Toc215589034][bookmark: _Toc223434065]Wildfire
DOI: President Trump’s Make America Beautiful Again Commission Launches Strategy to Champion Conservation
DOI: Interior Announces $20M to Strengthen Local Wildfire Response 
Administrator Zeldin Travels to Los Angeles to Meet with Wildfire Victims and Local Officials to Discuss Fast Tracking the Rebuild Process
How wildfires can be leveraged to increase forest resilience
April 2, 1-2:30 PM - Fire and Fire Surrogate Webinar
How wildfires are causing snowpacks to disappear earlier in different regions in the West
Funding Opportunity: NFWF Healthy American Forests Initiative will award 10-15 grants between $250,000 - $2 million to support watershed restoration and vegetation management projects on National Forest System lands. Projects are required to provide non-federal match valued at 20% of total project costs. Due March 17, 2026
STATES
AZ: Forest Service struggling to keep thinning projects moving
CA: CAL FIRE launches new forest health education campaign
CA: CA Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force Monthly Newsletter
CO: Governor Polis and Colorado DNR Announces Largest Investment in Wildfire Mitigation Grant Round in Program History: $6.9M Awarded to Protect Communities
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· Boulder Municipal Airport sets first timeline to phase out leaded aviation fuel
· Landfill expansion threatens Utah airport
· ‘Incompatible’ land use continues in Colorado town
· CUAS Explained: How It Works and What’s Legal in the U.S.
· The Newest Old Tech in Warfare: Balloons
· Pentagon let CBP use anti-drone laser before FAA closed El Paso airspace: Report
· El Paso airspace closed as Pentagon let CBP use anti-drone laser
· Colorado Aeronautical Board Approves $9 Million in State Airport Funding
· Colorado Aeronautical Board Approves $442,422 in Aviation Education and Workforce Development Grants
· Delivery Forecasts Predict Growth Ahead of GAMA Year-end Report
· Nevada UAS Test Site and Eagle Field Airport Form Strategic Collaboration to Accelerate UAS and AAM Testing Across Western U.S.
FAA
FAA Steps Up Drone Enforcement in 2025
Laser Strikes on Aircraft Drop for Second Year In a Row
In FAA’s Big Reorganization, Drones Get a Real Internal Owner
FAA Modernization Overhaul Has Hit a Funding Wall, Secretary Says
Congress passes FAA funding bill
DRONES
FAA Signals Tougher Stance on Unauthorized Drone Operations
Transforming Aviation: FAA Planning Efforts Should Address How Drones Will Communicate with and Avoid Other Aircraft
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Assistant Secretary Arielle Roth Announces 50 BEAD Final Proposals Approved
NTIA Hears from the Public on How to Best Use BEAD Savings
Remarks of Assistant Secretary Arielle Roth at The Media Institute Communications Forum Luncheon Series
Why Wireless Infrastructure Must Be Reinvented for 6G
RTX’s BBN Leads Push to Let 5G and Military Radars Share Spectrum Safely
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BTS Updates Datasets to National Transportation Atlas Database, Winter 2026 
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FEDERAL
Read Trump's full 2026 State of the Union address
Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Ensures an Adequate Supply of Elemental Phosphorus and Glyphosate-Based Herbicides for National Security
President Trump Delivers Biggest Regulatory Relief in History
President Trump’s Peace Through Strength: Renewed American Leadership and Global Security
Permitting Council Announces Latest Federal-State Agreements to Streamline Permitting
Silver Peak Lithium Mine Project Completes Federal Permitting
Federal Register: National Environmental Policy Act Implementing Regulations
GAO Report on the National Nuclear Security Administration's Infrastructure Projects
GAO report offers new details on the workers agencies lost last year
Congress paused all federal layoffs for 3 months. That's set to change this week
Assistant Secretary Roth Announces Political Leadership Team at NTIA
EXIM Approves Project Vault Loan to Launch America's Strategic Critical Minerals Reserve and Support Manufacturing Jobs
DOI: Interior launches Materials Access Program to Expand Access to Public Lands
DOI: Trump Administration Delivers Historic NEPA Reform, Unleashing Resources on America’s Public Lands
DOI: 91 FR 8738 - National Environmental Policy Act Implementing Regulations Federal Register. Rules and Regulations. Final rule. RIN 1090-AB18. Tuesday, February 24, 2026. ... PDF TEXT DETAILS
DOI: Inside Interior: Feb. 20, | Feb. 13,
DOI-BIA: A thinning roster at Indian Affairs leaves tribes wondering who’s left to help, watchdog reports
DHS: GAO Report on Coast Guard Maritime Security Operations
DHS: One year of the most secure border in history
DHS: Department of Homeland Security enters shutdown, amid dispute over funding
DHS: DHS Shutdown Set to Start Tonight, End Date Uncertain
DHS: Brief DHS Shutdown Could Have Long Impact for Coast Guard, Allan Says
DHS-CISA: CISA to furlough most of its workforce under impending DHS shutdown 
EPA: President Trump and Administrator Zeldin Deliver Single Largest Deregulatory Action in U.S. History
EPA: EPA Withdraws 2009-Era GHG ‘Endangerment Finding’
EPA: Trump Repeals Key Greenhouse Gas Finding, Erasing EPA’s Power to Fight Climate Change
EPA: EPA Withdraws 2009-Era GHG ‘Endangerment Finding’
USACE: Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works announces ‘Building Infrastructure, Not Paperwork’ initiative for the Army’s Civil Works program
USDA: USDA Announces Farmer and Rancher Freedom Framework to End Agricultural Lawfare 
USDA: USDA and DOW Advance Key Parts of the National Farm Security Action Plan
USDA: USDA Launches ‘One Farmer, One File’ Initiative to Better Support Farmers
USDA: Leadership announcement: Deputy Chief for Fire and Aviation Management, Safety and Employee Wellbeing
USDA-USFS: Forest Service elevates wildfire leadership, names Sarah Fisher Deputy Chief for Fire and Aviation Management
USDA-USFS: Forest Service proposes streamlined objection process to accelerate project delivery
USDA-USFS: U.S. Forest Service announces funding opportunity to strengthen forest products economy, forest sector jobs
STATES
· CA: Meghan Hertel sworn in as new CDFW director
· CA: California files lawsuit against Trump for illegally terminating $1.2 billion in energy and infrastructure programs
· CA: Mountain Counties Water Resources Association and Sierra Nevada Conservancy are hosting the California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force Regional Meeting March 19 at the Chicken Ranch Casino Resort in Tuolumne County.
· NV: Governor Lombardo Advances Nevada’s Top Priorities During Productive Washington, D.C. Visit
· UT: State Leaders Announce Major Fuel Supply, Water, and Refining Agreements
· UT: The Utah Legislature's latest push to shape public lands
· UT: Utah forces Chinese company to sell motorsports park in Tooele County
TRIBAL 
President Nygren Advances Water, Healthcare, and Economic Priorities at Washington, D.C. Visit
NATHPO's 26th Annual Conference & Sacred Places Summit will take place August 24-28, 2026, will wake place at the Hotel Albuquerque
Nygren News – February 2026


DATA CENTERS
White House eyes data center agreements amid energy price spikes
To Meet AI’s Energy Needs, America Needs Permitting Reform
Powering Intelligence 2026: Updated Scenarios of U.S. Data Center Electricity Use and Power Strategies
Legislature’s data center conversations miss water angle
Data Centers Could Consume Up to 17% of U.S. Electricity by 2030
Data Center Outlook: Half of 2026 Pipeline May Not Materialize
Data center tax breaks are on the chopping block in some states
Data center growth goes full steam ahead across the US
‘Curious Conversations’ podcast: Landon Marston talks about data centers and water
Bernalillo County approves Data Center Accountability Measure
Microsoft Pledged to Save Water. In the A.I. Era, It Expects Water Use to Soar.
With electricity bills rising, some states consider new data center laws 
Data center water/power needs, regulatory challenges strain rural communities
AZ: Tucson hosts first public meeting on proposed data center regulations
AZ: Marana rejects petitions to put proposed data center on ballot
AZ: Marana residents submit petitions to put data center project to a vote
CA: California community panics as $15 billion in data centers planned
CO: Colorado is debating whether to incentivize data centers. Western Slope leaders ask: What about water?
CO: Denver plans moratorium on new data centers
INFRASTRUCTURE
President Nygren Signs $2.79 Million Agreement to Advance Critical Safety Improvements at NM 371/N36 Intersection
Federal Transportation Leaders Outline Goals
Fireside Chat: USDOT Secretary Lays Out Policy Focus
Transportation Secretary Duffy Updates EV Charger Program to Include Buy America Requirements
The US Army is seeking autonomous drones to clean up chemical weapons
Public comment begins for Tentative Five-Year Construction Program. ADOT’s proposed 2027-2031 focus: upgrading pavement and improving major corridors
California Issues $1B For Transit, Highway Safety Projects
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