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Description automatically generated]WRP sends out monthly updates on agency efforts relevant to the WRP Mission. This includes publicly available information from WRP Partners and agency news releases, etc. to assist in creating greater awareness of current WRP Partner actions. If you have any updates you would like to share, please email that information to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org.
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[bookmark: _Hlk210041496]You are cordially invited to participate in the WRP TEC call on Friday, October 31st. This call will begin at 10:00 am Pacific. Please click here to RSVP. The featured presentations are: 

· Native American Fish & Wildlife Society Update by Dr. Julie Thorstenson, Executive Director, Native American Fish and Wildlife Society
· Integrating Geospatial and Environmental Sciences to Advance Community-Driven Tribal Water Research by Dr. Joe Hoover, Assistant Professor, Department of Environmental Science, U of A Indigenous Resilience Center- and - Anupama Sethuraman, Department of Environmental Science (PhD Student, U of A)

The September 26th WRP TEC call featured presentations on: 
· How the Department of Energy Office of Indian Energy Supports Tribes on their Energy Journey by David F. Conrad, Acting Director/Deputy Director, Office of Indian Energy Policy and Programs
· Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma’s Emerging Aviation Program: Overview and History by James L Grimsley, Executive Director - Advanced Technology Initiatives, Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
The meeting recording is available here. 
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There are three Deep-Dives in support of the current WRP Priority of “Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster”:
· Water Security/Resilience 
· Wildland Fire (response/ prevention)
· Aviation/Airspace Needs
WRP Deep-Teams (comprised of state, federal and tribal entities) regularly meet to receive updates by SMEs and discuss WRP action items.

2024 Report: Enhancing Resilience to Avoid Cascading Disaster (July 2024) This report includes the outcomes and findings by the three WRP Deep-Dives. 

For more details contact amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org
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· Permitting Council Adds Three New Critical Mineral Mining Projects to FAST-41 Transparency Status
· Report to Congress on U.S. Nuclear Weapons Tests
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· FERC Issues Staff Report on Implementation of Executive Order 14303 Restoring Gold Standard Science; May 23, 2025
· Summaries | September 2025 Commission Meeting
· Chairman Rosner's Letter to the RTOs/ISOs on Large Load Forecasting
· FERC Takes Action to Enhance Reliability of the U.S. Electric Grid
· FERC Staff Issues Environmental Assessment on Impacts of Order No. 872 on QF Development
· FERC Staff Issues Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Anderson Dam Hydroelectric Project Exemption (P-5737-032)
· FERC Announces Technical Conference on Wildfire Mitigation and the Bulk-Power System; Directs NERC to Prepare Report
· Chairman Rosner’s Letter Re: Review of Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Agency Actions
· September 8, 2025, through September 19, 2025 
· August 25, 2025, through September 5, 2025
· September 2025 Highlights | FERC insight | Volume 8 
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Energy Department Announces Termination of 223 Projects, Saving Over $7.5 Billion
$625 Million Investment to Reinvigorate and Expand America’s Coal Industry
Energy Department Returns $13 Billion in Unobligated Wasteful Spending to American Taxpayers
Energy Department Launches Speed to Power Initiative, Accelerating Large-Scale Grid Infrastructure Projects
DOE to return $13 billion in clean energy funds to Treasury
Powering the Future: Secretary Wright Calls on the National Petroleum Council for Energy Study 
EIA
Total Energy Monthly Data
· Short-Term Energy Outlook - U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA)
· Natural Gas Monthly
· Monthly Crude Oil and Natural Gas Production
· Petroleum Supply Monthly
· U.S. Movements of Crude Oil by Rail
· Monthly Energy Review
· Electric Power Monthly
· Liquids Pipeline Projects
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Interior Unleashes American Coal Power in Bold Move to Advance Trump Administration Priorities
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BLM oil and gas lease sale in Colorado generates over $6.7 million in revenue
BLM to offer federal coal lease sale near Skyline Mine
BLM seeks initial input for March 2026 sale of oil and gas leases in Utah
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Utah, Colorado Governors: Geothermal Energy Unlocks America’s Future 
AZ: Governor Katie Hobbs Acts to Cut Red Tape, Unleash Arizona Energy, and Lower Energy Costs
AZ: Trump's clean energy reversal puts Arizona solar projects worth $1.6B at risk  
CA: IEPR Commissioner Workshop on Energy Demand Forecast Inputs and Assumptions transcript.
CA: Notice of Availability and Proposed Adoption of the Final 2024 Integrated Energy Policy Report Update is now available for the 2024 Integrated Energy Policy Report Update. Comments due by October 6, 2025, by 5:00 p.m.
CA: Construction complete on TID canal solar panel project
CA: California Considers Solar Farms as Water Runs Dry
NV: Nevada Governor’s Office of Energy Concludes 50-Day Campaign Celebrating 50 Years of Service During National Clean Energy Week
NV: Director Dwayne McClinton Nominated as Officer for WIEB and WINB
NV: 2nd Annual Nevada Lithium Summit Showcases State’s Leadership in Advanced Energy and Innovation
WGA: Utah Governor Spencer Cox, Idaho Governor Brad Little gather in Idaho Falls for first Energy Superabundance workshop on nuclear energy
WGA: The Roundhouse Report: Western governors dive into nuclear power 
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On Sept. 10, 2025, U.S. DOE Office of Indian Energy Acting/Deputy Director David Conrad testified at the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs Oversight Hearing entitled “Unleashing Indian Energy – Examining Federal Programs at the U.S. Department of Energy.” Recording is available for viewing.
Tribal Energy Finance: DOE Actions Needed to Reduce Barriers for Tribes Statement of Anna Maria Ortiz, Director, Natural Resources and Environment GAO-25-108720, September 10
Tribal Energy Finance: Changes to DOE Loan Program Would Reduce Barriers for Tribes
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With U.S. Electricity Demand Set to Skyrocket, the Call for Solutions Accelerates
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EPA Grants Arizona Primacy to Protect Underground Water Resources
Administrator Zeldin Announces Actions to Unleash American Energy at National Energy Dominance Council’s Advancing America’s Beautiful Clean Coal Event
ICYMI: Administrator Zeldin: This is how America will Achieve Energy Dominance
Senate Confirms Jess Kramer as EPA’s Assistant Administrator for Water
EPA Grants Arizona Primacy to Protect Underground Water Resources
90 FR 42967 - Environmental Impact Statements; Notice of Availability Silver Peak Lithium Operation expansion Federal Register. Notices. Friday, September 5, 2025.... PDF TEXT DETAILS
[bookmark: _Toc205193553][bookmark: _Toc205193610][bookmark: _Toc205202497][bookmark: _Toc205202578][bookmark: _Toc207792092][bookmark: _Toc207792999][bookmark: _Toc207885173][bookmark: _Toc210321870][bookmark: _Toc210322238][bookmark: _Toc210402153][bookmark: _Toc173433078][bookmark: _Toc173559798][bookmark: _Toc176276484][bookmark: _Toc181607060][bookmark: _Toc181607119][bookmark: _Toc142078792][bookmark: _Toc144806388][bookmark: _Toc144832062][bookmark: _Toc144832238][bookmark: _Toc144832301][bookmark: _Toc147496132][bookmark: _Toc149916424][bookmark: _Toc149922541][bookmark: _Toc152563704][bookmark: _Toc155260116][bookmark: _Toc155266245][bookmark: _Toc157786313][bookmark: _Toc163555288][bookmark: _Toc163584201][bookmark: _Toc163585869][bookmark: _Toc166002336][bookmark: _Toc166067979][bookmark: _Toc166077734][bookmark: _Toc168059583][bookmark: _Toc168066770][bookmark: _Toc170743885]NOAA
Climate Prediction Center
The El Niño-Southern Oscillation and Drought Outlook in the United States | September 8, 2025
The Western Drought Issue | September 3, 2025
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center released its latest monthly drought outlook for October 2025 
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SO 3442 - Land and Water Conservation Fund Implementation by the U.S. Department of the Interior
· New Secretary’s Order Strengthens Outdoor Access and Recreation
Interior Department Restores Gold Standard Science Across Federal Decision-Making
$54 Million for Waterfowl Habitat, Increased Public Access on National Wildlife Refuges
Interior Proposes to Rescind Public Lands Rule, Restoring Balanced, Multiple-Use Management 
Funding Opportunity: 
· National Fish Passage Program Bipartisan Infrastructure Law: Restoring River, Floodplain, and Coastal Connectivity and Resiliency FY25 Funds  
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BLM seeks public comment on sage-grouse plan amendments
· BLM aims to revise sage grouse plans
BLM's National Conservation Lands: 25 Years of Partnership, Stewardship, and Recreation
990 FR 42607 - Opportunity to Comment on Changes to the Proposed Resource Management Plan Amendment for the Greater Sage-Grouse Rangewide Planning Federal Register. Notices. Notice of significant change. Wednesday, September 3, 2025.... PDF TEXT DETAILS
Interior proposes to rescind Public Lands Rule, restoring balanced, multiple-use management
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Bureau of Reclamation Seeks Public Input on Draft Environmental Assessment for Hollywood Boulevard Extension
Reclamation announces public scoping meetings for California’s North-to-South Water Transfers
Reclamation to hold quarterly meeting to provide update on the Long-Term Operation of the Central Valley Project and State Water Project
Water for the Future: Agreement Expands Supply to Meet Utah County’s Growth
Reclamation announces Yakima basin September water supply forecast
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Restoring the Riverbed: How Sport Fish Restoration Act Funds Are Rebuilding Salmon and Steelhead Habitat in California’s Central Valley
$54 Million for Waterfowl Habitat, Increased Public Access on Refuges
Draft Recovery Plan for Sacramento Mountains Checkerspot Butterfly Available
Feds get 9 months to determine if San Francisco Estuary white sturgeon is threatened 	
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USGS supports 13 states in joint work on critical minerals in mine waste
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USDA Accepts Nearly 1.8 Million Acres Through 2025 Conservation Reserve Program Enrollment
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USDA-NRCS
NRCS California’s Conservation Funding Assistance Deadline for Producers
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to Agricultural Producers in New Mexico Impacted by Recent Flooding and Wildfires
USDA Announces Application Deadlines for Conservation Program Funding in New Mexico
Water & Climate Update: September 25 | September 18 | September 11 | September 4 
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USDA Invests in 58 Community Projects to Reduce Wildfire Risk
More than $23M in grants to boost timber production, reduce wildfire risk
USDA Announces Forest Health Resilience Projects to Improve Timber Production
What is the 'roadless rule' on U.S. Forest Service lands?
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Western States Water Newsletter: September 18 | September 19 - Special Report | September 12 | September 5 
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Arizona homebuilders challenge housing moratorium in areas with dwindling groundwater
Phoenix data center water use set to surge nearly tenfold, study says
Yuma | PM-10 Nonattainment Area ADEQ is accepting and considering input for the Yuma PM₁₀ Draft Construction Rule until Oct. 30, and for the Yuma PM₁₀ Draft Agriculture Rule until Nov. 6, 2025, before publishing a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in the Arizona Administrative Register.
ADEQ invites you to join a virtual Kick-Off Meeting on Oct. 15, 2025, from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m., where we will provide an overview of the proposed rules and answer questions. Register Here 
ADEQ welcomes comments on the proposed New Source Review and PM2.5 National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) Rulemaking. View Public Notice/Related Documents. Virtual Public Hearing: Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025, 11 a.m., Online | Register via GoToWebinar
Notice of Public Hearing & 30-Day Public Comment Period | Hayden SO2 and Lead (Pb) State Implementation Plan Revisions View Public Notice/Related Documents Virtual Public Hearing Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2025 10:30 a.m. Online | Register via GoToWebinar
The Page Data Center Debate
Drinking water from wastewater? How Phoenix will do it
The Arizona Game and Fish Commission and department (AZGFD) have issued a draft Notice of Exempt Rulemaking to amend rules within Article 8 (wildlife areas and department properties) to enact amendments developed during the preceding Five-year Review Report. Written public comments due Oct. 12, 2025. Comments may be submitted via email to rulemaking@azgfd.gov or through the online comment form. The commission will accept oral comments at its public meeting Dec. 5 at AZGFD headquarters in Phoenix. To track the progress of other commission rulemakings, view the regulatory agenda and all previous Five-year Review Reports, and to learn about any other agency rulemaking matters, visit here. 
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Governor Newsom announces appointments, including new California Air Resources Board Chair
Governor's Office releases updated Climate Adaptation Strategy
California water officials warn of extreme weather swings
California Prepares for Extreme Weather Swings as New Water Year Begins
California could start tracking data centers' growing water footprint 
California Water Commission Boosts Sites Reservoir Project with $10.9M
California Prepares for A Climate-Safe Future with New Climate Adaptation Strategy
California asks appeals court to allow preliminary work for Delta tunnel to begin
State says it's time for water interests to show their cards on subsidence
State recommends Kern subbasin be moved off enforcement track, with some caveats
The California Council on Science & Technology released its 2024-2025 Annual Report. 
A year in water: How much rain did the Central Coast pick up this 'water year'
The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), in partnership with CalEPA and the State Water Resources Control Board, has released a draft report on the Regulatory Alignment Study
DWR’s Water Use Efficiency Branch has published its (2025 Annual Water Supply and Demand Assessment Summary Report ) spotlighting local, regional, and statewide water supply conditions
Flood-MAR at the 8th Annual Western Groundwater Congress on October 6-9 in San Diego
Nov. 5-6, Sacramento: Flood-MAR Forum 2025 For more information: agenda and registration (both in-person and virtual livestream options).
Annual Water Supply and Demand Assessment info available
Happy New Water Year 2026! – following 2025’s Normal and Extreme Hydrology
$197 million project completed to improve flood protection along south San Francisco Bay shoreline
With reservoirs shrinking, Southern California braces for hard choices on most precious resource
Some US streams and rivers facing severe declines in fish populations, new study suggests
‘Brutal’ groundwater plan may be only path forward for Tulare County growers
The race to understand the Salton Sea’s dust storms 
San Diegans Owe a Desal Company $35 million for Unmade Water
One dam to rule them all
Kern subbasin gets off enforcement track with latest groundwater plan redo
A rivalry over $50 million meant to clean cross-border rivers is brewing
Western Slope officials call for more time on Shoshone hearing
Who governs your water in Southern California? Why it matters 
Fresno, California, growers appeal to Supreme Court
Tulare County Judge sifts through barrage of arguments from groundwater agency 
Major California irrigation district supports water plan
Supes adopt 45-day moratorium on ag-water well permits
[bookmark: _Toc186813994][bookmark: _Toc189561124][bookmark: _Toc189561175][bookmark: _Toc197352274][bookmark: _Toc205193565][bookmark: _Toc205193622][bookmark: _Toc205202509][bookmark: _Toc205202590][bookmark: _Toc207792104][bookmark: _Toc207793011][bookmark: _Toc207885185][bookmark: _Toc210321882][bookmark: _Toc210322250][bookmark: _Toc210402165]Colorado
Zebra mussels threaten infrastructure and native ecosystems. Colorado is ramping up its efforts to detect and contain them
Strategy for battling the zebra mussel invasion in Colorado starts to shift
Negotiations to continue beyond 14-hour hearing over one of the Colorado River’s oldest water rights
Front Range and Western Slope debate who should control Shoshone water rights
Front Range, Western Slope lay out Shoshone arguments ahead of hearing
Funding Opportunities: 
· Forest Restoration & Wildfire Risk Mitigation (FRWRM) Grants Open. This program provides State support through competitive grant funds that encourage community-level actions across the state to reduce risk of wildfire in the wildland-urban interface, promote forest health and restoration projects, or encourage use of woody material for traditional forest products and biomass energy. Applications are due by October 9, 2025. 
· The Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB)’s Water Plan Grant Program has $36.77 million in available funding for the upcoming fiscal year. Applications must support one of the five funding categories in the Colorado Water Plan. Deadlines are July 1, 2025, and Dec. 1, 2025.
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San Mateo unveils $597M wastewater plant, largest infrastructure project in city history
Can New Mexico’s centuries-old acequias survive the worst drought in 1,200 years?
New Mexico governor puts finger on scale in oilfield wastewater vote
October 14 -15, 2025: 2025 Water Data Initiative Workshop Event. View draft agenda. Registration closes October 12th.
November 18-19, 2025: New Mexico Energy Initiatives 2025 Symposium and Stakeholder Forum at NM Tech Socorro, NM. Registration is free.
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Gov. Cox and Utah leaders sign Great Salt Lake 2034 Charter with $200 million in private sector commitments
Cox announces effort to stave off saline failure in Great Salt Lake
Utah posts sixth-warmest, 18th-driest summer on record. These counties had it worse
Conservation group urges Washington County to brook no further delay in passing water shortage plan
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EPA Announces $3 Million in Funding to Reduce Lead in Tribal Drinking Water
Tribal Nature-Based Solutions Program The California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) established the Tribal Nature-Based Solutions (TNBS) Program in response to feedback received from California Native American tribes during the tribal consultations on Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-82-20 (Nature-Based Solutions Executive Order), the Pathways to 30x30 Strategy, and Natural and Working Lands Climate Smart Strategy. Join Us for a Public Listening Session October 16th at 11:00 AM Register Here
Join the Intermountain West Transformation Network for an Indigenous Data Sovereignty for Climate Resilience workshop on November 13 and 14, 2025 at the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in Albuquerque, NM. Please RSVP before October 6, 2025.
Beavers restored to tribal lands in California benefit ecosystems
Klamath Tribes warn federal proposal to provide more water for irrigation threatens endangered fish
Partnership brings water to a dry land
New Mexico tribal leaders push to protect Chaco
Navajo, Hopi, Paiute Leaders Meet with Feds to Push for Water Rights Deal 
Funding Opportunity: Emergency Drought Relief for Tribes: Department of the Interior: The DOI Native American Affairs Technical Assistance Program implements the Emergency Drought Relief for Tribes Program. Restrictions apply, the funding opportunity is for federally recognized Indian Tribes in the 17 western states. Activities funded through this program must provide near-term drought relief actions that mitigate drought impacts for Tribes who are impacted by the operation of a Bureau of Reclamation water project. Apply by October 14, 2025.
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The Internet of Water Coalition (IoW) has officially launched Geoconnex Explorer, a revolutionary online tool that opens access to data from waterways across the contiguous U.S., making it easy for users to find critical information.
Sagebrush Conservation Strategy, Part II: Strategies for Sagebrush Conservation
Protecting Land for Water Quality: Strategies for State Nonpoint Source Management Programs 
The Catalyst Fund Shows a Way to the Successful Conservation & Stewardship of America’s Landscapes
COCO's Action, Implementation & Mitigation (AIM) Program has opened its Fall 2025 Request for Concept Papers. Due Oct 24, 2025.
· Fall 2025 Request For Concept Papers | Fall 2025 Concept Paper | Automatically Download The Budget Additional application aid materials are available for viewing and download on the AIM Grant Page. 
· Fall 2025 AIM Informational Webinar: Tuesday, October 7, 2025, 10:00 AM MT
Amazon inks new partnership to tackle growing water footprint of AI infrastructure
Data center energy and water needs raise concerns
Oct. 7, 11AM MT | Intermountain West October Drought and Climate Outlook Webinar Note new webinar time - 11-11:45 a.m. Recording will be available here.
OpenAI looks across US for sites to build its Trump-backed Stargate AI data centers
Recording: September Drought & Climate Outlook Webinar 
Heatwaves in US Rivers Increasing Up to Four Times Faster Than Air Heatwaves
130 Strategies For Resilient Rural Water And Sanitation Across The United States
Sites contaminated by toxic 'forever chemicals' are much more widespread than previously thought, study finds  
Western U.S. Faces Widespread Drought as Reservoir Levels Drop
Webinar: October 16, 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT. Ecological Drought: Integrating Ecological Drought Considerations into Restoration Efforts and Natural Resource Management (Part 2)
Colorado River:
· October marks the start of the new water year. Here’s what forecasters are looking out for on the Colorado River
· Experts call for immediate cuts to water use from the Colorado River
· Colorado River negotiations teeter over future water use
· Why declining aquifers in Colorado matter
· Adult zebra mussels found in Colorado River, now listed as "infested"
· Colorado River's dire forecast: Water cuts needed
· Colorado water officials weigh environmental benefits at Shoshone
· Experts call for cutting water use along Colorado River
· The clock is ticking: Negotiations stall on Colorado River water-sharing pact
· Experts warn low storage, water cuts in Colorado River's future
· New Audubon Science Doubles Estimates of Shorebird Use in the Colorado River Delta
· Amid ‘tense’ Colorado River negotiations, water summit keeps focus on conservation efforts
· Progress on Colorado River negotiations slows to a trickle
· Colorado River Caucus Resurrected To Protect Water Accessibility For Seven Western States
· 'The American Southwest' Is a Wild Ride Down the Colorado River
· Colorado River deadline approaches, states consider 'supply-driven' framework
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Western States Water Council Welcomes New Executive Director J.D. Strong
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WRRC Announces 2026 Annual Conference Topic
WRRC Water Webinar Explains Arizona Stream Adjudications
WRRC Summer & Weekly Wave: September 26, 2025 | September 19, 2025 | September 12
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· Fact Sheet: President Donald J. Trump Restores the United States Department of War
· Trump Renames DOD to Department of War
· Trump order aims to rebrand Defense Department as Department of War
· Department of War: Trump gives DoD 'secondary' name, awaiting Congressional buy in 
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth speaks to military leaders during a War Department address at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va., Sept. 30, 2025.
· Transcript
· Secretary of War Announced Memorandums
· Hegseth Announces War Department Reforms in Sweeping Speech to Top Military Brass
· SecDef uses unprecedented meeting to unveil 10 personnel, due-process reviews
Drone Busting: Smart Devices Work Together to Knock Out UAS Threats
Drones 101: Welcome to DOW's Joint Counter-Small UAS University
Pentagon stages first ‘Top Drone’ school for operators to hone skills
New Quick Reaction Force Will Counter Military Base Drone Incursions
Pentagon Doubling Down on Alternatives to GPS Not in Space 
Department of War Announces New Cybersecurity Risk Management Construct
How the Pentagon plays into Trump's sprawling artificial intelligence 'Action Plan' 
DoD issues replacement for risk management framework
DOW Approves $90 Million in Grants Under the Defense Community Infrastructure Program
Pentagon awards contract for newest F-35s
GAO Report on the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter
New Pentagon strategy to focus on homeland, Western Hemisphere
CENTCOM forms task force to speed delivery of drones, tech to troops
DOD Memo Proposes Sweeping Reorganization of Acquisition Work
USS America Enhances Joint Readiness with Army and Marine Corps Rotary-Wing Operations
DIU asks industry for 'non-kinetic' tech to help Coast Guard, Navy disable small boats
Army Enhances Border Security Through Partnership, Unique Capabilities
Air Force Experiments With AI, Boosts Battle Management Speed, Accuracy
Most Army and Marine Corps vehicles are not ready for combat
Utah Air Guard base to receive 2 new cyber operations squadrons
Utah Air Guard base to wind down tactical air control party squadron
Pentagon preps for end-of-year, zero trust blitz
This week in DOW:
· September 26: Exceeding Guard Recruiting Goals, Breaking Social Media Engagement Records, Strengthening Ties With Northern Neighbor
· September 19: Guard Making Memphis Safe, Tamping Down on Drug Traffickers, Department Remembers POW/MIAs
· September 12: Commemorating 9/11, Defending America Against Drug Traffickers, Remembering Charlie Kirk
· September 5: 'DOD' Is Now 'DOW,' Hegseth Honors Newest Army Officers, Space Command Relocating, Narco-Terrorists Neutralized
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Gen. Kenneth Wilsbach nominated as 24th Air Force Chief of Staff
ACC focuses on readiness, warfighter excellence during USecAF visit
Air Force, Space Force join federal push to modernize IT service delivery, strengthen readiness
Allvin highlights readiness, charges Airmen to move at a pace to win
Meink stresses innovation, focus, funding to maintain air, space superiority
Space test program continues to expand, astronaut inspires future space test leaders
Senior Air Force Leader Recounts Recent Successes, Underscores Need to Outpace Adversaries
To 'harmonize' better: Air Force developing new defensive cyber campaign plan
As EW proliferates, Air Force Spectrum Warfare Wing speeds organic waveform development
Air Force AI writes battle plans faster than humans can — but some of them are wrong
To 'harmonize' better: Air Force developing new defensive cyber campaign plan
Fixing Air Force Readiness Will Take Years, Top General Says
CCA update: Air Force expects early contracts for second iteration in 'months' 
As EW proliferates, Air Force Spectrum Warfare Wing speeds organic waveform development
Allvin: First F-47 Fighter Being Built, Expected to Fly in 2028
C-17 and C-5 Cargo Planes Will Be Replaced With One Aircraft
Air Force considering ‘every option’ for sixth-gen tanker, AMC commander says
What USAF and Industry Leaders Say Are the Keys to Future Airpower
Air Force Grapples with Limitations of AI
Speeches by Meink, Allvin headline AFA day 1 
An ICBM update and Space Force in focus: AFA day 2 
Chief of staff’s exit won’t leave gap at top of Air Force, Meink says
USAF must focus maintainers on key planes as readiness suffers: Meink
Returning the Air Force to its expeditionary roots
Air Force revamps special operations wing relocating to Arizona
ICBM Modernization: Air Force Actions Needed to Expeditiously Address Critical Risks to Sentinel Transition
Air Force debuts pilotless cargo flights in the Pacific  
Flight tests begin on US Air Force’s new ‘doomsday plane’
AF This week in Photos: September 26 | September 19 | September 12 | September 5
Around the Air Force:
· September 12: Air Task Force Deployment, Explosive Ordnance Robotics, First Guardian Officer Graduates
· September 5: Collaborative Combat Aircraft, Alternative Navigation Milestone, Testing Helicopters vs. Fighters 
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Brent G. Ingraham sworn in as Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics and Technology
Army Secretary in ‘holy war’ with Congress over budget flexibility 
Army shaking up new autonomy initiative, pivoting away from ISVs
Army allowing commanders to approve 3D-printed parts for faster repairs
Gillis Confirmed as Army’s Installations Chief
Army to cut 6,500 active-duty aviation jobs over next 2 years
Apache helicopters can still deliver, Army says after anti-drone demo
US Army soldiers kick the tires on a new class of multipurpose drones
Army Rangers are testing out drones as anti-tank weapons
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Thunderstruck: Marines compete in first-ever service-wide communications team competition
Marine Corps Initiates Summits to Accelerate Drone Lethality
Marines Test Drone Systems During Defense Innovation Unit Challenge
Defense Department considers making portion of Camp Pendleton available for development
Pentagon considers leasing part of Camp Pendleton to help fund Golden Dome missile defense system
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Reserve Cyber Warfare Technicians and Maritime Cyber Warfare Officers Elevate Navy Cyber Operations
Report to Congress on Nuclear Sea-Launched Cruise Missile
USS America Returns to San Diego this Week
AUVSI Commends U.S. Navy for Creation of Dedicated Robotics and Autonomous Systems Program Executive Office
SECNAV moves to consolidate Navy's unmanned offices, pauses 'all' robotic contracting activities
Incoming chief of naval operations sets new bar for sailor well-being
Navy taps four aerospace primes to design autonomous drone wingmen
USNI News Fleet and Marine Tracker: September 29 | September 22 | September 15 | September 8 |  September 2 
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Trump Announces Relocation of U.S. Space Command
Space Force Priorities: Acquisition, Partnerships, Guardian Development
DOD Proposes Major Reorganization for Space Force Acquisition and Intelligence Units
China remains No. 1 threat in space: Space Force general
Pentagon in ‘Active Debate’ Over Future of Space Data Transport
In a first, Space Force to require refueling capability for next-gen neighborhood watch sats
Space Force working on future operations plan to guide investment
Space Force Wants to Maneuver in Orbit. Now It Must Choose How
Space Force to get NOAA antennas to supplement Satellite Control Network
Space Force will own next-gen neighborhood watch sats, based on commercial tech
Space Force cell explores reorg to push commercial data to military
Space Force Building Tools to Detect Cyberattacks on Satellites
Space Force to use small satellites for geostationary communications
Space Force wants to weave AI into everyday operations
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Disaster Resilience: Key Ways to Help Governments and Communities Thrive
Coast Guard to get first MQ-9 drones
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FEMA
FEMA Awards Nearly $3.5 Billion to Help States Manage Emergency Preparedness 
Western Governors send bipartisan recommendations to federal leadership reviewing FEMA
New FEMA flood maps expand risk zones in Ukiah, could raise costs for homeowners
FEMA’s National Disaster and Emergency Management University (NDEMU) has resumed in-person training at the National Emergency Training Center. New courses have been added through November 2025, and seats are now open for select Fiscal Year 2026 courses.
FEMA Bulletins: September 23 | September 16 | September 9 | September 2 
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DOI: SO 3443 - Elevating and Unifying DOI's Wildland Fire Management Program
USDA: Secretary’s Memorandum 1078-017 Improving the Performance of the National Wildland Fire System with Targeted Federal Reforms
· Interior and Agriculture heads lay out plan for more efficient wildfire collaboration
· Departments of Interior and Agriculture Announce Wildland Fire Service Plan to Modernize Federal Wildfire Response
· USDA and DOI Announce Bold Federal Reforms to Improve Nation’s Wildfire Response System
· Departments of Interior and Agriculture Announce Wildland Fire Service Plan to Modernize Federal Wildfire Response
Prescribed Fire at Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge
Prescribed Fire Fights Invasive Species at Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge
USDA Announces Forest Health Resilience Projects to Improve Timber Production
GAO-25-107905, Forest Service: Next Steps Are Uncertain for Improving Communications for Wildland Firefighters and Tracking Their Locations
NASA Data Powers New Tool to Protect Water Supply After Fires
Forest Service: Next Steps Are Uncertain for Improving Communications for Wildland Firefighters and Tracking Their Locations GAO-25-107905, September 25
Strategic, Cross-Boundary Wildfire Response Planning
What Native-held lands in California can teach about resilience and the future of wildfire
Prescribed fire, managed burning, and previous wildfires reduce the severity of a southwestern US gigafire
In this week’s Friday Flash, Joint Fire Science Program is sharing our new, JFSP-developed infographic covering Landscape-Scale Fuel Treatments.
California, Nevada join Canadian firefighting alliance
How drones and AI are changing the way we fight wildfires
Nov. 18-20th Flagstaff, AZ: Ponderosa Pine Utilization Summit | Council of Western State Foresters 
STATES
AZ: State forester warns of funding shortfall for wildfire suppression in Arizona
AZ: AZ Forestry Dept. Hits Record with Nearly 35,000 Acres in Fire Prevention Efforts
CA: How wildfire triggered devastating mudslide in Southern California
CA: Recap of The Inland Empire Regional Meeting
CA: Timeline Extended for Some On-the-ground Fuel Reduction Work Eligible for Streamlining
CA: Interagency Partners Sign Charter to Reduce Wildfire Ignitions in Southern California
CA: California Joins Northwest Wildland Fire Fighting Compact
CA: New Videos Demonstrate How Collaborative Fuels Treatments Protected Communities from 2024 Wildfires
CA: ‘Short-Sighted,’ ‘Dangerous’: PG&E Dam Removal Sparks Wildfire Fears in NORCAL
CA: Update From The Task Force: September 15, 2025 
CA: Governors Monthly Update - California Wildfire & Forest Resilience Taskforce 
CO: Governor Polis and CO DNR Announce Largest Round of Funding for Colorado Strategic Wildfire Action Program Workforce Development Grants  
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Control tower coming to Pinal County Airpark
GPS jamming threat prompts industry warning to US agencies
Archer’s Midnight aircraft completes test flight at 7,000ft
Arizona’s Embry-Riddle chosen for air traffic controller training program
Wisk and Fullerton Partner to Explore Autonomous Air Mobility
N.M. Delegation Welcomes Over $21 Million to Improve New Mexico’s Airports
· Electric Aircraft Taxis Face Olympic-Sized Challenge  
FAA
U.S. Transportation Secretary Sean P. Duffy Deploys Brand New ‘Notice to Airmen’ System to Provide Critical Alerts About Airspace Changes
FAA Hits Air Traffic Control Hiring Goal for 2025
FAA Launches Advanced Air Mobility Pilot Project
FAA plans public eVTOL trials
DRONES
Flying under the radar: Congress is poised to let key counter-drone authorities lapse
Worries mount over drone incursions on sensitive sites
Trump administration launches pilot program for air taxis
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Remarks of Assistant Secretary Arielle Roth at the 2025 NTIA Spectrum Policy Symposium
2025 NTIA Spectrum Policy Symposium
NTIA Announces Changes to FirstNet Board
“Benefit of the Bargain” Reforms Turbocharge Speed and Savings
Interior Cuts Red Tape, Expedites Broadband Infrastructure Development in Tribal Communities
FCC chair floats preempting state AI laws
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OpenAI’s infrastructure platform to open five new data centers
A New Way to Discover River Data
FARMing with Data: OpenET Launches New Tool for Farmers and Ranchers
Good Data, Stronger Tribes: Overcoming Native American Data Challenges in Southern California
· Report: How governments can help build better data quality for tribal governments


[bookmark: _Toc138863530][bookmark: _Toc138947968][bookmark: _Toc138948923][bookmark: _Toc139290545][bookmark: _Toc139290655][bookmark: _Toc139291416][bookmark: _Toc139291586][bookmark: _Toc139291738][bookmark: _Toc142033668][bookmark: _Toc142078825][bookmark: _Toc144806420][bookmark: _Toc144832095][bookmark: _Toc144832270][bookmark: _Toc144832333][bookmark: _Toc147496162][bookmark: _Toc149916461][bookmark: _Toc149922578][bookmark: _Toc152563737][bookmark: _Toc155260151][bookmark: _Toc155266280][bookmark: _Toc157786345][bookmark: _Toc163555322][bookmark: _Toc163584235][bookmark: _Toc163585903][bookmark: _Toc166002368][bookmark: _Toc166068011][bookmark: _Toc166077766][bookmark: _Toc168059616][bookmark: _Toc168066803][bookmark: _Toc170743919][bookmark: _Toc173433113][bookmark: _Toc173559831][bookmark: _Toc176276520][bookmark: _Toc181607094][bookmark: _Toc181607153][bookmark: _Toc205193587][bookmark: _Toc205193644][bookmark: _Toc205202531][bookmark: _Toc205202612][bookmark: _Toc207792127][bookmark: _Toc207793034][bookmark: _Toc207885208][bookmark: _Toc210321904][bookmark: _Toc210322272][bookmark: _Toc210402187][bookmark: _Toc144806421][bookmark: _Toc144832096][bookmark: _Toc144832271][bookmark: _Toc144832334][bookmark: _Toc147496163][bookmark: _Toc149916462][bookmark: _Toc149922579][bookmark: _Toc152563738][bookmark: _Toc155260152][bookmark: _Toc155266281][bookmark: _Toc157786346][bookmark: _Toc163555323][bookmark: _Toc138863532][bookmark: _Toc138947970][bookmark: _Toc138948925][bookmark: _Toc163584236][bookmark: _Toc163585904][bookmark: _Toc166002369][bookmark: _Toc166068012][bookmark: _Toc166077767][bookmark: _Toc168059617][bookmark: _Toc168066804][bookmark: _Toc170743920][bookmark: _Toc173433114][bookmark: _Toc173559832]Miscellaneous
FEDERAL
EO: Continuance of Certain Federal Advisory Committees
White House: CEQ Releases Guidance to Streamline NEPA Reviews
Government Shutdowns and Executive Branch Operations: Frequently Asked Questions 
Senate Confirms Sean McMaster as FHWA Administrator
Katherine Scarlett Confirmed as 13th Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality    
EPA: Senate Confirms Jess Kramer as EPA’s Assistant Administrator for Water
DOI: SO 3444 - Leading Interior’s Path to Artificial Intelligence Transformation
DOI: The Interior Department is taking steps to implement layoffs
DOI: Inside Interior: September 26 | September 19 | September 5 
DOT: Marc Molinaro as 16th Senate-Confirmed Administrator of the Federal Transit Administration
DHS: Noem Issues Statement of Support to Create a Secretary of the United States Coast Guard 
USDA: 	USDA move sparks concerns over expertise and resignations
USDA Opens Public Comment Period on Department Reorganization Plan
USDA-NRCS: Dishin' the Dirt: Advancing Our Agency
STATES
AZ: Arizona agencies request millions to fill the gaps left by federal funding cuts
AZ: Governor warns of ‘tough budget year’ ahead for state agencies
CA: On 175th anniversary of statehood, Governor Newsom delivers 2025 State of the State letter to California Legislature
CA: California cities turn to AI to streamline permitting
CO: Governor Polis Announces Major General Robert B. Davis as Colorado’s Next Adjutant General
CO: Colorado Unveils Landmark Economic Development Tool 
NM: NM Gov announces Oct. 1 special session on federal cuts to healthcare, nutrition, public media
TRIBAL          
Indian Affairs Leaders Visit New Mexico to Strengthen Tribal Partnerships and Highlight Native Education Initiatives
USDA Reorganization Tribal Consultation Sessions: In July 2025, the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a department-wide reorganization plan. USDA will be holding two Tribal Consultation sessions, with both in-person and virtual participation options. The first will take place October 14, in Washington, DC, from 2:00-5:00 PM Eastern Time. You can register to participate in-person HERE and virtually HERE. The second will take place October 16, in Denver, CO, from 12:00-3:00 PM Mountain Time. You can register to participate in-person HERE and virtually HERE.
Navajo Nation Washington Office Monthly Report on Federal Activities - August 2025
INFRASTRUCTURE
Permitting Council Issues FY 2026 Recommended Best Practices 
Permitting Council Executive Director Releases Quarterly Member Agency Performance Report
California Exceeds 200,000 Electric Vehicle Chargers
$86 Million in Grants to Support State Pipeline Safety Programs
Over $5 Billion to get America Building Safer, More Reliable Railroads
DOT Announces Availability of Over $40 Million to Improve Roadway Safety on Tribal Lands
AASHTO Offers Advice for New USDOT Strategic Plan
FHWA Offers $40M for Tribal Roadway Improvements  
CA: California Exceeds 200,000 Electric Vehicle Chargers
CA: Board of Forestry and Fire Protection names new Executive Officer
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